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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 

T-Ball State Final 

Yesterday our T-Ball Team competed in the State 
Championships at Jells Park. This brought together the best 
eight teams from across Victoria to compete for the title.  This 
is such an achievement just to reach this level of competition 
and we are very proud of their efforts.  Following three tough 
‘Pool Matches’ we had a score line of 2 wins out of 3 matches.  
This ensured we finished in the top 4 schools in the State for 
2017 ……. a great result!  We are very proud of the boys and 
Coach Mr Pap on this outstanding achievement. 
 

CALENDAR DATES 

Term 3, 2016  
Tues 13th- 14th September Jump Rope for Heart 2.30-3.30pm 
Wed 14th September Engineers Without Borders Workshops Years 5 & 6 
Thurs 15th September Footy Colours/Hot Dog Day 
Thurs 15th September School Council 
Fri 16h September Last Day of Term 2.30pm Finish 
Term 4 2016  
Mon 3rdOctober First Day of Term 4 
Wed 5th October Grade 6 Graduation Photo 
Thurs 6th October Year 1  Excursion ACMI 
Thurs 6th October Engineers Without Borders Workshops Year 4 
Fri 7th October Engineers Without Borders Workshops Year 3 
Tues 11th October Year 1  Excursion ACMI 
Tues 11th October Graduation Meeting 7.30pm 
Wed 12th October Prep 2017 Transition 11.45am – 1.15pm 
Wed 12th October PFA Meeting 7.30pm 
Thurs 13th October School Council 
Fri 21st October Showcase 
Wed 26th October Prep 2017 Transition 11.45am – 1.15pm 
Tues 1st November Cup Day  Public Holiday 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class Visit – 2B 

On Tuesday I enjoyed a visit with Nicole Morton and the 
children of 2B.  This was during a ‘Reading Group’ session 
where the children were working on targeted activities across 
four class groups.  I was reading with one group on the impact 
technology has had on our lives and school.  This was an 
interesting text that generated some lively discussion.  In fact, 
we left in the middle of the activity to visit the Essex Heights 
Sundial as an example of ‘technology’ from the past.  The 
session concluded with the children sharing with the whole 
class the different activities that each group completed. 
 
Thanks to Nicole for her work in building the reading skills of 
the children in her care, and her positive contribution to the  
Yr. 2 Team. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Class Visit – 1C 

I also enjoyed visiting Glynn Campbell and the children of 1C 
this morning.  The children were engaged in a writing task with 
the focus on character description.  This took the form of a 
‘Wanted Poster’ for a well-known Fairy Tale character.  



I worked with a small group brainstorming adjectives to 
describe Goldilocks clothes, hair, eyes etc. before the children 
then produced their ‘Wanted Poster’ with picture.  This 
exercise ensured the children were thinking of appropriate 
adjectives to improve the accuracy of their description.  
Following this, the children enjoyed sharing their posters with 
each other …… including the ‘massive’ rewards they 
imagined!  
 
Thanks to Glynn for his great work in building the foundational 
writing skills for the children in 1C, and his positive 
contribution to the Yr 1 Team. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Developing Literacy and Numeracy Skills at Home 

As the holidays approach it’s an opportune time to think about 
the ways you, as parents, can give your children real life 
experiences with Literacy and Numeracy.  
 
Findings from a growing body of research supports the 
premise that parental involvement in children’s learning can be 
positively related to educational achievement. Research also 
shows that the benefits are often increased incrementally the 
earlier in a child's educational process parent involvement 
begins and in instances where parents are more intensely and 
actively involved. 
 
Opportunities to practise skills in literacy and numeracy help to 
enhance a child’s knowledge and comprehension. 
 
Around the home 
Meal time 
 

Describe the food you’re eating together: the colour, shape, 
taste, and texture. 
Read recipes together and cook the food: quantity, volume, 
adding ingredients in order. 
Measure quantities: teaspoon, tablespoon, cup or weight 
measured on kitchen scales. 
Encourage your child to read out the ingredients while you mix 
or vice versa. 
Set the table, counting out knives, forks, spoons, and plates. 
Teach an older child how to use a kitchen timer or microwave. 
Wash, dry, and put dishes away sorting by size, type, colour, 
and shape. 
Experiment with drawing up a menu, recipe cards, orders for 
kitchen take-away. 



 
Bath time 
 

Experiment with water measurement using different sized 
plastic containers. 
Wash half or quarter of the body or one of two legs, or arms, 
or ears, or alternate toes. 
Count off fingers and toes as you wash and dry between 
them. 
Move water using hands or feet and describing words: splash, 
wave, flow, gurgle, bubble, or drops. 
Provide a bottle of bubble liquid and count each bubble either 
before, or as it bursts. 
Guess which letter by drawing soapy letters on your child’s 
back. 
Talk about water temperature: hot/cold/warm/warmer. Use this 
time to explain about taps, water levels, and safety. 
Make up silly rhymes about swimming, floating, washing, and 
drying. 
 
 
Anytime 
 

Count clothes in the laundry basket. Count socks, buttons on 
clothing, steps to the letter box or the total number of chairs in 
your home. 
Play guessing games, rhyming games, ball games, board 
games, and charades. 
Have fun with a dictionary or thesaurus. Read out a word, try 
to guess what it might mean. 
Read quietly or read aloud – individually, together, as a family. 
 
 
In the car 
Toddlers and preschoolers: 
 

Use describing words for speed and direction, fast, slow, 
rapid, turning, slowing down. Use your voice to reflect speed, 
and try new words such as accelerating and reversing. 
Count the number of red cars, green cars, and yellow cars. 
Count trucks and buses. 
Look for street signs that begin with a particular letter. 
Listen to story tapes or CDs. 
Ask children to spot familiar landmarks and tell you something 
about them. 
Sing aloud in the car, encourage hand movements, clap, and 
beat time. 
Recognise symbols, traffic signs, and numbers on number 
plates. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Early primary: 
 

Challenge your child to spell their name by spotting a number 
plate or street sign that has the first letter, then the second 
and so on, until they have all the letters required for their 
name. 
Keep familiar picture books for long travel and ask children to 
read or tell you about the story. 
Spot something beginning with a letter of the alphabet. After 
five successful spots, change the letter. 
Count bus stops, train stations, traffic lights. 
Catch public transport so that you can discuss timetables and 
routes, and estimate times to reach your destination. 
 
In the supermarket 
Toddlers and preschoolers: 
 

Use size words such as many, few, bigger, less, heavier. 
Use describing words such as ripe, tinned, packet, frozen, or 
words such as delicious, fresh, healthy, junk, filling, 
sweet, sour or spicy. 
Write down the items needed and encourage your 
child to copy the letters from your list to their list. 
Count how many bottles, tins, and packets in the 
trolley. 
Count items by colour. 
Count pieces of fruit and total how many in the bag.  
Encourage children to help you carefully place items on 
the checkout counter and name each item as they do 
so. 
Ask your child to tell you which aisle number you are 
currently in. 
Talk about volume and which containers hold more. 
 
Early primary: 
 

Involve your child in making a list, or in writing the list for you. 
Let your child carry the list as you shop and read out as many 
product names as possible, ignoring pronunciation. 
Hand items to children before they are put in the trolley, and 
ask them to check the use by date. 
Ask your child to help you read the labels, for instance low-fat, 
polyunsaturated, high fibre, and take these opportunities to 
explain about healthy eating and nutrition information. 
Count fruit and match fruit to price signs. 
Involve your child in unpacking groceries and checking off 
items on the docket. 
Get your child to help you calculate items, for example, ask 
your child how many bananas they think you might need if 
everyone in the family ate one banana a day for a week. 
 
For further ideas:    http://www.literacyandnumeracy.gov.au/ 
 
See you around the school, 
 
Andrew  

http://www.literacyandnumeracy.gov.au/


JUNIOR SCHOOL COUNCIL 
 

Dear Teachers, Parents and Friends, 
 
Zoe, mother of Isabella in Year 2LB, approached the Junior School 
Council with the idea of bringing any coats or jackets that are not 
being used at home to offer them for the Kid’s Coat Collection for 
the St Kilda Mums organisation.  
 
While spring is on the way, the nights and many days are still cool. 
Many families in need would really appreciate a nice warm coat or 
jacket to see them through the cold.  
 
If you are able to assist, please bring the coats to the following 
classes where you can place them in a suitcase – 2LB, 3CW, 4O and 
5/6 T.  
 
Thank You, 
 
The Junior School Council 

 

 MUSIC NEWS 

 
 
This year’s Music Count Us In song has been released. The 
students have been listening to it and the Year 5/6s have created 
actions. The song is called Let it Play and was composed by four 
school students (no Essex Heights students this year  ). The 
performance date for this year is November 3, 12:30pm – there will 
also be a sneak preview at Showcase (October 21). 
 
If you don’t know about this event, here is a little info… 
The idea came about as a way of promoting music in schools; each 
year, one song is written and thousands of schools across Australia 
sing the same song on the same day at the same time as a way of 
joining students, teachers, parents and friends nationwide to 
celebrate the importance of music and community.  
 
If you would like to listen to this at home, please use the following 
link 
 
https://musicaustralia.org.au/program/countusin/the-song/submit-
your-song/  
 
or search MCUI Let it Play in your web browser 
 
Happy singing   
 

 

 

https://musicaustralia.org.au/program/countusin/the-song/submit-your-song/
https://musicaustralia.org.au/program/countusin/the-song/submit-your-song/


CHICKENS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Science Rocks 
 

Origin Energy is running a competition for students in Years 3 to 8.  
 

It is called LittleBigIdeas. 
https://www.littlebigidea.com.au/ 
 
Students have to come up with a big idea. “It could be a new 
invention, an improvement to something that already exists or a 
clever idea that helps make the world around us a better place.” 
The three winners in each age group will fly to the USA for an all 
expenses paid innovation adventure, visiting NASA Kennedy Space 
Centre, Epcot Theme Park at Disneyworld and Ripley's Believe It or 
Not. 
 

Interested? 
 
Describe your little BIGidea in 200 words or less. To help explain or 
illustrate your idea, you can also create and submit a video, image 
or diagram. Online entries close 11:59pm AEST 30/09/16. Mail 
entries must be sent by 30/09/16 & received by last mail 7/10/16. 
Rules 
• If you're making a video, it must not exceed one minute in 
length. Videos longer than a minute will mean your entry is 
automatically disqualified. Sorry! 
• If you're uploading an image or diagram, you shouldn't use it 
as a way of getting around the 200 word limit. Having lots of text on 
an image may count against you. Some text is acceptable. Use your 
judgement. 
• You cannot enter more than once – so make sure you’re 
happy with your entry before you hit ‘submit’. If you submit two 
entries, we can only accept your first entry. 
• Major Prize winners must be available to travel to the USA 
within 12 months of the winners being announced. 
Hints 
• Every idea is welcome. No idea is too little or too big. The 
important thing is how it can help people or make their lives easier. 
• Winning entries will be chosen based on an exceptional 
demonstration of originality, creativity, practicality, imagination and 
innovation. You should aim to come up with something that will 
blow our judges' minds. 
• We’re looking for original ideas, but we understand this isn’t 
always as simple as it sounds. If you find your idea already exists in 
some shape or form, try thinking about a fresh new take on it – 
could your idea be a new and improved version, for example? 
• If you had unlimited money and lots of help, it should 
theoretically be possible to make your invention or bring your idea 
to life. 
 
Entry Form    https://www.littlebigidea.com.au/#entry-form  

 

https://www.littlebigidea.com.au/
https://www.littlebigidea.com.au/#entry-form


 
2015 Winners 
 

Oscar Robert Mason (Years 7 & 8) was recognized for thinking up the 

‘Baby Buddy’ a baby seat designed to alert people to the presence of a 
child trapped in a hot car by utilising the car horn and a bright light. 

 
Greta Cummins (Grades 3 & 4) won for her fantastic vehicle safety product 

– a small device that contacts emergency services once your car’s air bag 

has been deployed and alerts them to your exact position using GPS 
technology. 

 
William Grame (Grades 5 & 6) was awarded for his design of a small, 

lightweight test strip disposal unit that can fit into a diabetic’s testing kit. 
Start Thinking and Good Luck! 

 

Mrs Austin, MrsCapsalis and Ms Steward 
Science Coordinators  

 

PREMIER'S READING CHALLENGE  

The Premier's Reading Challenge closes on Friday the 9th September -
TOMORROW! 

Please assist your child to log all their books online BEFORE Friday. They 

will be verified by the school on Friday. 

If they are not logged online by this date your child will not receive a 

certificate. 

 Thank you and please continue the love of reading with your child after 

the challenge closes! Books can be enjoyed anytime, anywhere! 

 
Bread Fundraising  
 

In addition to the Money Munchers, The Junior School Council is 
raising funds for the children of Timor Leste through bread run from 
JT’s Bakery in Pinewood. 
For a gold coin donation, bread is available in the staffroom for the 
staff and will be available for the parents and friends after school 
Tuesday to Friday. 
 

Thank you to JT’s Bakery for providing the bread. 
 

Please support this worthy cause. We appreciate your efforts. 
 
The Junior School Council 

 

JT’S Bakery Café 
Shop 2 Centreway 
Pinewood Shopping Centre 
Mt Waverley 
Ph: 9887 8660 



PARENTS AND FRIENDS NEWS 

Hi All, 
 
I hope all the Dads, Grandads and Special friends enjoyed the gifts 
they received last week. Special thanks to Deanne McKay, Fiona 
Nicholson Stocker, Stef Wendler-Canning and Willemijn Poelchau 
for organising the Father’s Day Stall, the selection of gifts for the 
eager shoppers was great. 
 
Don’t forget Footy Colours / Hot Dog Day is on Thursday 15th 
September. Please get your orders in tomorrow, Friday 9 
September. We are still in need of many helpers on the day please 
let us know if you can assist by signing up at 
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c084aada829a2ff2-hotdog . 
 
Are you heading away for the School Holidays? There is an 
Entertainment Book for many regions of Australia, including 
Geelong and the Surf Coast, Gold Coast, Sunshine Coast, Tasmania 
and others! Buy one now and enjoy the hundreds of up to 50% off 
and 2-for-1 offers for the best local restaurants, cafés, attractions, 
hotel accommodation, travel, and much more! Click HERE to order. 
Remember 20% of the purchase of every Membership sold 
contributes towards our fundraising. 
 
Have a great week. 
Andrea F 
 
 
 
 

THANKS TO OUR FATHER’S DAY DONORS 

 

ACE Airport 
Parking 

Airstream Cafe AMF Bowling – 
Laser Skirmish 
– Forest Hill 

Bakers Delight – 
Burwood One 

Box Hill Golf 
Club 

Brumby’s –  
Mt Waverley 

Drummond Golf Global Art Good Guys 

Luna Park Morgans Paint 
Spot 

Nevo Hair 
Design 

Riversdale Golf 
Club 

WRAMPS 
Fitness 

 

Please support these local businesses that generously 
support the 

Essex Heights Primary School PFA. 

THANK YOU TO ALL 
THE FATHERS’ DAY 

BREAKFAST & STALL 
HELPERS 

 
Andrea H, Betty C, 
Dave R, Deanne M, 
Eunice W, Fiona NS, 
Heather P, Helen G,  
Jan M, Jen H, Jess H, 
Kathleen P, Katy S, 
Kaye N, Maria A, 

Martha K, Megan R, 
Michelle M, Mina L, 

Sara S, Sen W, Sophie S, 
Stef W-C, Tonia P, 

Tracey P, Vaishall T, 
Willemijn P, Xunhai H. 

 
Apologies if I missed 

anyone 
Apologies if I missed anyone 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c084aada829a2ff2-hotdog
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/187402c
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/187402c


 
ROALD DAHL  
FILM FESTIVAL 
 

12-16 SEPTEMBER 

 
Monash Libraries is celebrating the creative world of 

Roald Dahl by Holding FREE screenings of the film 

adaptations of his books. 

 

Each screening will start at 4pm, with a short reading form 

the relevant book before the movies start. 

 

Willy Wonka & the Chocolate Factory 

Mon 12
th

 September 

Mount Waverley Library      

 

The Witches 

Tuesday 13
th
 September  

Glen Waverley Library 

 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 

Tuesday 13
th
 September 

Oakleigh Library          

 

Wed 14
th
 September 

Mulgrave Neighbourhood Library 

 

Matilda 

Thursday 15
th

 September  

Clayton Library 

 

Fantastic Mr Fox 

Friday 16
th

 September  

Wheelers Hill Library 

 

Booking are now open and can be made via 

www.monlib.vic.gov.au/roald-dahl-festival 

Ph.: 9560 1655 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.monlib.vic.gov.au/roald-dahl-festival


++++SCHOOL BANKING NEWS ++++ 
 
Last term we had a great result:  
   

The school received $640 in commission from the Commonwealth Bank 

for term 2 

Why and how to join 
 
We encourage parents to join their children up for banking as 
it is a great way for them to learn to count money, learn to 
save, raise funds for the school but also it is lots of fun for the 
children when they order their little rewards. 
For your children to join please open an account at any 
Commonwealth Bank branch or over the internet if you are 
already a customer. Forms are also available at the office via 
Gael. 
 

 
National competition: 
 
Make 15 deposits through the school by the end of term 3 for a chance to win a 

family holiday to visit Australia Zoo. 
 

State competition: 

 
All you have to do here is bank 3 times in term 3, and yes, there is still time to do 
so for a chance to win: 

a camping kit 

an instant camera 

a magazine pack 

a playstation 4 pack (for this visit www.commbank.com.au/prizelights 

and fill in your details once you have made 3 deposits) 

 

Rewards program 
 
Ask your child to check whether they are eligible to order a reward. A list of 
eligible children is posted in the PFA notices box located in the walkway between 
the library and banksia building. And if they are on the lists please get them to fill 
out a reward order form with their name, class, student ID and reward item or 
simply write us a note with the above details. 
 
 Reward items currently available: 
 

- Eraser Pen 

- Dollarmites Money Box 

- ET DVD 

- Galaxy Glider (Frisbee) 

- Intergalactic rocket (whistling rocket to throw between people) 

- Jump and Skip rope 

- Pat Bag Tag 

- Outer Space themed Money Box 

- Writers Set 

 

http://www.commbank.com.au/prizelights


Banking process 
 

- parents open bank account for their child at the bank 

- children bring yellow pouch with filled in bank book and money to 

school on Monday mornings 

- bank books go into the grey pouch that is in every class  

- volunteers take money and slip out of the bank books and put silver 

token in bank books 

- every deposit is entered into the banks computer program 

- when a child has made 10 deposits the silver tokens are swapped for a 

gold token and the child is now eligible to order a reward (reward card is 

added to bank book) 

- books get returned to class 

- child fills out reward slip and sends it back to school with their banking 

the next week 

- rewards are ordered from the bank and usually delivered to school 2 

weeks later 

 

Helpers  
 
Thank you to all volunteers who give up their Monday morning every week or 
some weeks to support this program. The program couldn’t run without you. 
If anybody would like to join the school banking team please see us in the Hall on 
Monday mornings. 
 
If you have any questions contact Stefanie on sscanning10@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 
 

CANTEEN 

  

 

 

 

MONDAY 
11.00 a.m. 

 
5th September 

 

 
Tara Hickcox, Juni Jeong-Lee 

WEDNESDAY 
10.00 a.m. 

7th September Jessica 

FRIDAY 
10.00 a.m. 

9th  September Erica Baddeley, Amanda Kelsall, Olivia Choi 

If you are unable to help please ensure that you advise Maria as soon as possible. 
DON’T FORGET – 

Please report to the Front Office to sign the Visitor’s Book and get a Visitor’s Label 
BEFORE proceeding to the Canteen. Any queries phone Maria on 0409 934 573 

 
 
 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=https://sites.google.com/a/syd.catholic.edu.au/stapscronulla/latest-news/canteenpricelist&ei=iOnjVP3DOKbImwXB5IGoAg&bvm=bv.85970519,d.dGY&psig=AFQjCNHanpTAEc41gFfXLdFLNQyOL9jmcQ&ust=1424308976750607
mailto:sscanning10@gmail.com


ESSEX HEIGHTS PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Calendar 

SEPTEMBER 2016 

 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

   1 ST  
Father’s Day 
Breakfast 
Yr.4 Sleepover 

2ND 

Father’s Day 
Stall 
Yr. 4 Ceres 
Excursion  

  

5TH  
 
 
 

6TH 

 
 

7TH  
Prep 2017 
Transition 
 

8TH  
 
 

9TH  
 
 

  

12TH 

 
13TH 

Jump Rope for 
Heart 2.30-
3.30pm 

14TH 

Engineers 
Without Borders 
Workshops Yrs. 
5 & 6 
Jump Rope for 
Heart 2.30-
3.30pm 

 

15TH 

Footy 
Colours/Hotdog 
Day  
 
School Council 
7.30pm 

16TH 

LAST DAY OF 
TERM 2.30PM 
FINISH 
 

  

19th 20th 21st 22nd 23rd   

25th 26th 27th 28th 29th 
 

  

OCTOBER 2016 
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

3RD  
FIRST DAY OF 
TERM 4 
 
 

4TH 

 
 

5TH  
Grade 6 
Graduation 
Photo 

6TH  
Engineers 
Without Borders 
Workshops  
Yr. 4 
YR 1 Excursion 
ACMI 
 

7TH  
Engineers 
Without Borders 
Workshops  
Yr. 3. 
 

  

10TH 

 
11TH 

YR 1 Excursion 
ACMI 
 
Graduation 
Meeting 7.30pm 

12TH 

Prep 2017 
Transition 
11.45AM 
 
PFA Meeting 
7.30pm 
 

13TH 

School Council  
7.30-9.30pm 

16TH 

 

  

17TH 

 
18TH 

 
19TH 

 
20TH 

 
21ST 

SHOWCASE 
  

24TH 

 
 

25TH 

 
26TH 

Prep 2017 
Transition 
11.45AM 
 

27TH 

 
28TH 

 
 
 

  

31st       

 



COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD 

 
Products & services advertised in Contact are placed on a paid basis 
and are not necessarily being promoted by Essex Heights Primary 
School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 
 
   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The NEW 2016 | 2017 Entertainment™ Book and Digital 
Memberships are available now and are packed with thousands of 
up to 50% OFF and 2-for-1 offers.  
 
From every Membership we sell, 20% of the proceeds go towards 
our fundraising for ESSEX HEIGHTS PRIMARY SCHOOL. The 
more Memberships we sell, the closer we get to our goal – so please 
forward this email to all your family and friends!  

ORDER FROM US 
TODAY  

 

 

For just $65, you'll receive over $20,000 worth of valuable 

offers.  

 

Use just a few of these offers and you'll more than cover 
the cost of your Membership!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/about/Choose-your-Membership
http://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/about/Choose-your-Membership
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/187402c
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/187402c
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/187402c

