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Issue 18, 23rd June 2017 

At EHPS we value:  Friendliness, Honesty, Inclusiveness, Respect, and Persistence 

 

CALENDAR 
June 
Fri 23  ................  Yrs 5&6 Interschool Sport 
Mon 26  .............  Yr 3 Engineers Without Borders incursion 
Mon 26  .............  Brass & Woodwind Concert 7pm 
Tue 27  ..............  JSC Save the Children fundraiser 
Tue 27  ..............  Yr 1 Melbourne Museum excursion 
Tue 27  ..............  Prep Firefighters incursion 
Thu 29  ..............  Pizza Lunch fundraiser 
Fri 30  ................  Last day Term 2 - 2.30pm dismissal 

July 
Mon 10-Tue 18  .  Singapore International Choral Festival 
Mon 17  .............  First day Term 3 
Wed 19  .............  Yr 4 Engineers Without Borders incursion 
Thur 20  .............  District Cross Country 
Thur 20  .............  Yrs 5&6 Engineers Without Borders  

incursion 
Fri 21  ................  Yrs 1 & 2 Swimming Program starts 
Tue 25  ..............  Prep Swimming Program starts 
Tue 25  ..............  Yrs 5&6 Science Discovery Dome incursion 
Tue 25  ..............  Parent-Teacher Interviews 
Fri 28  ................  District Girl’s Soccer 
Fri 28  ................  Yrs 1 & 2 Swimming Program 

 

Students do not attend school on public holidays  
or student-free days. 

 

Whole School Assembly 
Every Monday at 2.30pm in School Hall. All welcome 

 

School Banking - every Tuesday. 
 

SCHOOL TOURS 
Thursdays & Fridays at 9.30am (until 30th June) 

Bookings essential - please call School Office 
 

ENROLMENTS FOR 2018 
are being accepted now—please submit by  

the end of Term 2. 
 
 
 

2017 Term Dates 
Term 1:  30 January* to 31 March 
Term 2: 18 April to 30 June 
Term 3:  17 July to 22 September 
Term 4:  9 October to 22 December 
* 30 January is a state wide student free day. 
EHPS student free days:  31 January, 29 May and 18 August. 

 
 
 
 
Essex Heights Primary School 
22-30 Essex Road 
Mount Waverley VIC 3149 
Telephone:  (03) 9807 4944 
Fax:  (03) 9888 2249 
essex.heights.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au 

Principal:  Mr George Perini 

Office Hours:  8.30am to 4.30pm Monday to Friday  
during school terms 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Dear parents and guardians, 

There have been many exciting activities happening at 
school this week. I have included a few photos to capture 
the fun of learning that the children have experienced 
throughout the past few days. 

Year 1 ‘Minibeasts Mania’ Dress Up Day 

During this term the Year 1 students have been learning 
all about ‘minibeasts’. They have written about them,  
created them, and discussed all about small creatures. 
The children have been fascinated throughout the whole 
topic and this week they were able to dress up as a  
creature of their choice and join into a variety of activities  

including craft activities such as 
making or painting a creature, 
performing as their special 
minibeast or even playing  
‘pin the antenna on the  
butterfly’. As I walk around each 
class, it was wonderful to see 
the amazing costumes that the 
children were wearing, their 
excitement and engagement in 
the activities, not to mention 
the great learning experience 
that they were all having.  
It must be said that some of the 

teachers were also outstanding in their colourful  
costumes, and I sometimes wonder who was having the 
most fun! What a great day Year 1. 

… continued   

Last day of Term is Friday 30th June - 
students will be dismissed at 2.30pm.  
After School Care is available from this time. 
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Junior School Council (JSC) 

Student voice and leadership are an important part of our educational program at 
Essex Heights. Our Junior School Councillors discuss a range of issues and make 
recommendations about school wide activities as well as supporting certain  
fundraising activities. For example, this semester the JSC has supported National 
Ride2School Day, Walk Safely to School Day, collected coats for the poor, and 
raised funds for refugees, just to mention a few. This week it was time to thank the 
semester 1 JSC for their contribution and leadership. A morning tea was held on 
Wednesday to thank them. Members of staff, the PFA and some parents were  
invited to this thank you function. One of our school leaders, Ellen T, made a  

delicious JSC cake for all members to share. Thank you Ellen for 
your initiative and thoughtfulness. Also thank you to all outgoing JSC representatives 
for your leadership and participation, and finally a big thank you to Ms Capsalis and 
Ms O’Connor for your contribution and mentoring of our junior leaders. 

Year 2 Construction Project 

This week the Year 2 children have been making their special  
construction. On Wednesday when I visited their classrooms it was a 
hive of activity and learning energy. Children were very keen to show 
me their creations and to explain how it worked. This interesting and 
imaginative technology project really interested the children. They 
had to create their object, plan the construction, try to build it and 
then evaluate how it all went. The products that I saw included  
houses, mind reading machines, storage units, a dog, a time machine, 
and a number of robots. This Friday (23rd June) there will be an  
exhibition of all the children’s work, and I am really looking forward  
to seeing the finished creations. Congratulations Year 2 - great work!!! 

Guitar Concert 

Further to my article last week about our amazing students and their 
ability to perform and play great music, I was fortunate to attend the 
Guitar Concert on Wednesday night. Again it was marvellous to see so 
many parents present to support their children. The performances were 
so professional and all participants must be congratulated on their  

perseverance and application 
to their instrument. The  
children played in a range of 
ensembles and the evening 
concluded with two pieces 
from the contemporary band!! 
What an entertaining night!!! 
Congratulations to all the  
participants and to a special 
thank you to Peter King for  
preparing the children so well. 

If you are interested in attending the Brass and Woodwind Concert, it 
will be held on Monday 26th June beginning at 7pm in the Hall. 

Early Dismissal 

A reminder to all parents that children will be dismissed on the last day 
of term, Friday 30th June, at 2.30pm. 
 
I look forward to seeing you around the school. 

George Perini 
Principal 

  June 

 24th  .......  Kyle C 

 25th  .......  Olivia S 
  Ava H 
  Michael L 

 26th  .......  Victoria K 
  Tom S 

 27th  .......  Shibei H 
  Hoong Hoong C 

 28th  .......  William G 
  Avary B 
  Charlotte D 

 29th  .......  Ron X 
  Audrey W 

Thanks Ellen - yum! 
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Dear Essex Heights …… greetings and “hello”to everyone. 

As George informed you last week in Contact, I will be remaining on leave for Term 3. 

I have currently completed chemotherapy treatment for the moment, with some limited 
success. I then enjoyed a break for some travel, with my wife Heather, to Darwin and 
Broome to recharge. 

I returned in May to an alternative (and less demanding) treatment regime,  
Immunotherapy. We are waiting through several cycles of this before scans to reveal its 
effectiveness. 

Currently life has quite a slow pace for me. Exertion or exercise takes a toll, so my days are 
full of reading and short tasks. I am also enjoying the time to play detective on some  
interesting ‘family history’ leads that I've discovered. 

I have certainly appreciated the contacts and messages of support from many in the Essex 
Heights Community, and love keeping up with the school news via email and Contact. 

However, I do really miss the daily interactions with the children and those smiles and 
greetings of “hello Mr Crossett”. I also miss the chance to be around the school and see 
the fun and learning happening every day in every classroom. 

Essex Heights is indeed fortunate to have such a caring and professional leadership team 
supporting dedicated teachers and support staff, partnering with a supportive parent 
community and, of course, the wonderful children! 

I'd like to wish everyone a restful and relaxing holiday break, and a great Term 3. 

Andrew Crossett 

 GREETINGS & HELLO FROM MR CROSSETT 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Student reports provide students, teachers and parents with a clear and concise picture of a student’s 
achievement and progress at a point in time. Teachers make informed and consistent decisions about 
student progress against the achievement standards using a variety of assessments and observations to 
inform their judgement. They map the student’s learning against the achievement standards, and place 
the student on the learning continuum, that best reflect the student’s level of performance and  
progress. 

You may notice some changes to our student reports this semester in line with the implementation of 
the new Victorian Curriculum in all government and Catholic schools from the beginning of 2017. The 
Victorian Curriculum replaces the previous AusVELS curriculum. 

As a result, schools now have the flexibility to design their reports to show each student’s learning  
progress. We have endeavoured to provide a report that best meets the needs of our school  
community. 

The Victorian Curriculum is structured as a single developmental learning continuum and is organised 
by levels, not years of schooling. The curriculum consists of Towards Foundation Levels A to D and  
Levels Foundation to 10. All curriculum areas have achievement standards, describing what students 
are able to understand and do. 

… continued 

 STUDENT REPORTS 2017 
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All students are able to progress along the learning continuum at their own rate and from their own 
starting point. Students are taught at the level that suits their needs, rather than just the year level and 
age group they are in. Teachers provide learning opportunities to support the learning for all students, 
including those students with additional learning needs or a disability. 

Please keep in mind that as this is a new curriculum, this report is not designed nor should be  
compared to previous years’ reports, however, student progress in English and Mathematics will be 
shown in Semester 1 reports as these learning areas were introduced in 2016. For all other curriculum 
areas being introduced with the new curriculum, student progress can only be shown in reports from 
Semester 2, 2017 onwards. 

Further information about the Victorian Curriculum can be found online at: 
 victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/ or by contacting the school. 

Our Report Format 

 STUDENT REPORTS 2017  continued 

Looking at the table above, this student is in Year 4. The yellow shaded area indicates where children 
in Year 4 are expected to be operating at this time of year. In ‘Reading and Viewing’, this child has 
demonstrated a basic understanding of the content and is operating at the beginning stages  
expected of a student in Year 4. In ‘Measurement and Geometry’, this student has demonstrated a 
sound understanding of the main curriculum content and is working at the expected level for a  
student in Year 4. In ‘Speaking and Listening’, this student has demonstrated deeper understanding 
of the content and is operating at a level above that expected of a student in Year 4. 

The circle with the 12 inside indicates the level at which the child was performing 12 months ago. 
The broken line indicates the child’s growth as is only displayed for English and Mathematics. 

One significant change since the introduction of the Victorian Curriculum has been the A to E ratings. 
Students now have to be 18 months ahead to receive an ‘A’ (rather than 12 months, as used  
previously). This changes things considerably. It changes how parents may interpret their child’s  
progress and achievements, as well as the students own self efficacy. Many of our students who  
receive A’s would now receive B’s. To avoid this confusion and changing of the goal posts, we will be 
excluding the (A-E scale) rating on the reports. However, parents will still be able to visually see if 
their child is operating at, below or above level.  

http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
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Wednesday 21st June 
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I enjoyed going on board the Polly Woodside. We all 
got the chance to scrub the deck just like the crew did 
back in the 18 and 1900s. The captain’s quarters were 
the best section to sleep because there was a better 
and more comfortable bed, a separate bathroom just 
for him, as well as a small dining room where he could 
eat and play cards. I would like to be the captain but 
not a crew member because they had a hard life on 
the boat. 

Ryan S 

On the 15th of June, the Year 4s went on the Maritime Explorers 
excursion. 4CT and 4R went to the Cooks’ Cottage first and then 
Polly Woodside. The location was in the city. The best part was 
seeing the Captain’s quarters. It was like a 5 star hotel compared 
to the sleeping quarters for the crew which were smelly, 
cramped and dirty. 16 sailors slept in one small room which was 
also were they ate and played cards. 

Alexei R, 4CT 

During our excursion we experienced the life of a maritime  
explorers and their crew. We toured the Polly Woodside and were 
told stories of how a typical day was as a crew member.  
We scrubbed decks, and steered the wheel of the ship, rang the bell 
and hung onto the yardarm where the masts are rolled. 

Stephanie P, 4CT 

As part of four Maritime Explorers theme, 
we visited Polly Woodside and Cook’s 
Cottage. We explored the Fitzroy Gardens 
where we saw the Fairies Tree which is a 
stump that has been carved with lots and 
lots of fairies and birds and small animals. 
Close by was the mini Tudor village which 
was a gift from England to Victoria to say 
thank you for sending England food during 
World War 2. 

Nicola C, 4CT 

Polly Woodside was built in 
Belfast. It was a working ship 
in the 1800s and 1900s but 
now it is preserved in  
Melbourne at South Wharf so 
that people can see it. There is 
a museum next door where 
you can watch a short movie 
about a sail on the Polly Wood-
side ship, and you can  
experience how it felt on board 
this tall ship. 

Haaris A, 4CT 

Polly Woodside at South Wharf 
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Last Thursday we visited Cook’s Cottage in the Fitzroy  
Gardens and Polly Woodside. At Cook’s Cottage, we dressed 
up in period costumes such as vests, lace shirts, hats and 
white frilly dresses for the girls. Inside the cottage it was  
exactly furnished and decorated as it was back in 1755. 

Finley H 

On our excursion we went to Cook’s Cottage where we 
dressed up as people did back in the 1700’s. The boy’s 
clothes were mostly white, brown and black and the girl’s 
shirts were frilly and puffy. Girls wore bonnets with flowers 
on top and the boys wore hats that looked like a sailor’s hat. 

Ben B 

In the garden of Cooks Cottage, there were some dress up racks. 
We all had the chance to dress up like they did in the 1700s and 
1800s. The clothes were uncomfortable and the material felt 
rough. The clothes were plain and there was not much detail  
or decoration on them. 

Emma O’D 

The Fitzroy Gardens are very lovely, full of flowers and large trees, 
most of which are deciduous trees which look so pretty in the  
Autumn and Winter. Because the scenery is so beautiful, couples 
have been married at the gardens in the bandstand. There is a 
beautiful fountain nearby and view of the city in the background. 

Reveka K 

We all got to go on board the Polly Woodside, a tall ship that used 
to transport coal and other goods from New Zealand to Australia. 
We were in groups of 3 to tour the ship. My group got a chance to 
steer the ship’s wheel, we walked around all the decks, the hull 
and saw the captain’s quarters and the crew’s sleeping quarters. 
The museum at Polly Woodside was cool. We experienced an  
illusion that made it feel like we were on a ship in a storm. 

Hudson B 

On the excursion I enjoyed going on board the Polly Woodside  
because there were lots of interactive activities to do. I enjoyed 
watching the short movie about life on the Polly Woodside as a 
sailor in 1904. There is a maritime museum in the next room where 
we got to experience what it felt like when the ship was rocking 
side to side. 

Tom S, 4CT 

On the excursion we learnt about Captain 
Cook. We did activities so we could  
experience what it was like when Captain 
Cook lived. We went inside Cooks Cottage and 
dressed up in old fashioned clothes and 
played old fashioned games like quoits and 
relays with the pots. 

Luca J, 4CT 

At the Fitzroy Gardens, we saw Cook’s Cottage as well as some  
other interesting things in the gardens. We saw the Fairies Tree 
which has carvings of all different kinds of fairies and little birds 
trying to catch fairies. It was done by an artist.  We went into the 
Hot House (Conservatory) to see many colourful and interesting 
types of flowers. It felt very relaxing to walk around this place. 
There was even a small pond with many orange goldfish swimming 
around. 

Ronia M, 4CT 

Polly Woodside was built in Belfast in Ireland in 1885. It has  
3 masts and had a crew of 20 sailors on board. The most exciting 
bit about it was the experience of finding out what life must have 
been like back in the 1800s. Life was hard and not very hygienic.  
I definitely would not like to be a sailor on that ship in those years! 

Kyla W 

Captain Cook’s Cottage in the Fitzroy Gardens 
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 JUNIOR SCHOOL COUNCIL  -  FUNDRAISER 

Save the Children Fund - Syria 

On Tuesday 27th June the Junior School Council have organised a 
special day to raise funds for children in war torn Syria. Many  
people, particularly children in Syria, have little or no food, water, 
shelter and schooling. 

The name of every student who brings a gold coin to donate to this very worthy cause will be put 
into a box and prizes (organised by Sue Kemp, one of our Student Support staff) will be drawn at the 
end of the day. 

Thank you, 
Maria Capsalis & Alexandra O’Connor, on behalf of the Junior School Council 

… to all those who attended the Working Bee 
last Sunday. Your efforts in maintenance jobs 
and beautifying our school grounds are greatly 
appreciated. Well done! 

 2018 ENROLMENTS 

Do you have a child starting school in 2018? 

If you do, please submit your child’s enrolment by the end of this Term (by 30th June). This 
will assist with our planning and preparation for the 2018 Prep intake, and ensures that your 
child can benefit from the Prep Transition Program that starts in Term 3. 

Please collect an enrolment pack from the Office and return by 30th June. 

https://www.savethechildren.org.au/donate/syrian-refugee-crisis
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 SUSTAINABILITY TEAM 

Recycling Bin Roster 

Thank you to our volunteers who put the yellow lidded recycling bins out: 

Sunday 25th June  ...................  Ziv family 
Sunday 9th July  ......................  McKindley family 
Sunday 23rd July  ....................  McKindley family 
Sunday 6th August  .................  McKindley family 

Volunteers for August, September and October are required. If you’d like to 
put your name on the roster, please call in to the Office. 

REMEMBER ... 
   Tuesdays and Thursdays are Rubbish Free Lunch days at EHPS    

 MUNCH & CRUNCH CANTEEN 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday - lunch orders only. 
No over the counter sales. 2017 menu available in the Office. 

Canteen Roster 

Please remember to sign the Visitor’s Register in the Office before coming to the Canteen. 

Monday 26th June at 11.15am  ................  Maria Akritidis 

Wednesday 28th June at 9.30am  ............  Angela Millan & Vicki Milevski 

Friday 30th June at 10am  ........................  Irit Ziv & Tara Hickcox 

If you are unable to do your rostered duty, please contact Maria as soon as possible. 
If you have any queries, please call Maria on 0409 934 573. 

Before School Care:   7.00am to 8.45am Monday to Friday 
After School Care:   3.30pm to 6.00pm Monday to Friday 

Vacation/Holiday Care & Student-Free (Curriculum) Day:   7.00am to 6.00pm 

 BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE 

Next Tuesday, 27th June, at Before School Care we will be having a Pancake Breakfast and  
Cartoons. 

Activities planned for next week are: 

Monday  ...............  Abstract Art 

Tuesday  ...............  Painting 

Wednesday ..........  Play Doh 

Thursday  ..............  Nature Art 

Friday  ...................  Movie 

The program will be operating from 2.30pm on the last day of term, Friday 30th June. 

Could families please settle their accounts before the end of term. 
Thank you, 
Paul Davis 
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JSC Morning Tea 

It was a lovely treat this week to attend the JSC morning tea to celebrate their achievements.  
Thank you for inviting members of the PFA and keep up the great work. 

 PARENTS & FRIENDS NEWS

Have a great week, 
Andrea F 

Entertainment Books 

Purchase the NEW 2017/2018 Entertainment Book now and enjoy a year of discounts.  
$14 from each book sold goes to the School. Click on the image below to go to our webpage to 
order: 

Already have an Entertainment Book and heading away for the holidays? Take advantage of  
the 30 day Holiday Membership or discounted books and save even more. 

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/187402c
http://link.e.entertainmentbook.com.au/rts/go2.aspx?h=206879&tp=i-H43-78-56v-EOJgB-1c-k7t-1c-EOemm-25XB5z
http://link.e.entertainmentbook.com.au/rts/go2.aspx?h=206881&tp=i-H43-78-56v-EOJgB-1c-k7t-1c-EOemm-25XB5z
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Products & services advertised in Contact are placed on a paid basis and are not necessarily  

being promoted by Essex Heights Primary School.  

 COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD 

 

Look! There’s a Dog at School 
Written by Annette Van Zetten (Story Dogs volunteer) 
An early learning picture book for children ages 4 to 10. 

A fun rhyming story about a dog named Summer. 
She would like us all to be kind to each other. 
Meet her friends and see them play, 
It’s a happy life being Summer dog, especially on a 

school day. 

$17.95 per copy or $35.00 for two copies (includes  

$1 donation to Story Dogs & free post within Australia 

when purchased from my website – 

www.annettevanzetten.com) 

Great reading for the winter school break. 

 

Essex Heights Netball Club is looking for 
girls and boys in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 who would 
like to join our club and play netball on  
Saturday mornings at Ashwood Netball Courts. 

Training is on Thursdays from 3.30pm to 
4.30pm at the EHPS netball courts.  
(Note: Last training for the Winter season was 
22nd June; training will recommence on  
Thursday 20th July for the Spring season). 

For further information, please contact  
Rosemary Gillespie on 0408 070 435. 

http://annettevanzetten.com/index.html

