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Issue 29, 20th October 2017 

At EHPS we value:  Friendliness, Honesty, Inclusiveness, Respect, and Persistence 

 

CALENDAR 
October 
Tue 24  ..............  PFA Meeting 7.30pm 
Thu 26  ..............  Prep Science Morning (PL & PM) 
Fri 27  ................  Prep Science Morning (PB & PZB) 
Mon 30  .............  T20 Blast Schools Cup Cricket 

November 
Thu 2  ................  Music: Count Us In 12.30pm 
Thu 2  ................  World Teachers’ Day Lunch 
Thu 2  ................  Showcase 6.30pm 
Mon 6-Fri 10  .....  Celebration Week 
Tue 7  ................  Melbourne Cup public holiday 
Wed 8  ...............  Prep 2018 Transition Session 2 11.45am 
Thu 9  ................  Yr 1 ‘The Silly Scientist’ incursion & 

Wise Weather Watchers Activity Day 
Mon 13  .............  Prep Edendale Farm excursion 
Tue 14  ..............  Yr 2 Royal Botanic Gardens excursion 
Fri 17  ................  School Disco 
Tue 21  ..............  Prep 2018 Transition Session 3 11.45am 
Tue 21  ..............  Oxfam Concert 
Tue 28  ..............  Prep 2018 Information Evening 7pm 

 

Students do not attend school on public holidays  
or student-free days. 

 

Whole School Assembly 
Every Monday at 2.30pm in School Hall. All welcome 

 

School Banking - every Tuesday. 
 

School Hats - every day in Terms 1 & 4. 
 

SCHOOL TOURS 
for enrolments in 2017 & 2018 only  -  Fridays at 9.30am 

Bookings essential - please call School Office 
 

COMPASS PARENT PORTAL 
https://essexheightsps-vic.compass.education 

 

2017 Term Dates 
Term 1:  30 January* to 31 March 
Term 2:  18 April to 30 June 
Term 3:  17 July to 22 September 
Term 4:  9 October to 22 December 
* 30 January is a state wide student free day. 
EHPS student free days:  31 January, 29 May and 18 August. 

2018 Term Dates 
Term 1:  29 January* to 29 March 
Term 2:  16 April to 29 June 
Term 3:  16 July to 21 September 
Term 4:  8 October to 21 December 
* 29 January is a state wide student free day. 
Dates of 3 additional student free days to be confirmed. 

 
 
Essex Heights Primary School 
22-30 Essex Road 
Mount Waverley VIC 3149 
Telephone:  (03) 9807 4944 
Fax:  (03) 9888 2249 
essex.heights.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au 

Principal:  Mr George Perini 

Office Hours:  8.30am to 4.30pm Monday to Friday  
during school terms 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Dear parents and guardians, 

Class visits this week 

This week I had the pleasure of visiting 3C who had just 
completed their introductions for a narrative piece around 
an Australian location. The children had been working very 
hard with Mr Cavill to create exciting and descriptive  
opening paragraphs for their piece. I was put to the test on 
many occasions because I had to guess the location that 
was being described. I was very impressed by the quality of 
the work, the detail involved and the descriptive language 
that was being used by all of the students. Congratulations 
3C!!!  I look forward to reading all of your interesting  
narratives. 

1D invited me to listen to their special chant about the 
“Frog Prince”. Over the past few days, they had  
enthusiastically created actions for the various sections of 
the story. In their different work groups they had put it all 
together and rehearsed. Many of the children had  
committed their section to memory and the whole  
performance was most enjoyable and thoroughly  
entertaining. Their next challenge is that they want to  
perform it at assembly!!! Looking forward to that!! 

Prep Open Indonesian Class 

On Thursday, parents of Prep students were invited to 
attend their child’s Indonesian class. Bu Sarah and the  
children showed us the amazing progress that had been 
made in understanding Indonesian. The children answered 
questions, knew the colours in Bahasa Indonesia, and were 
able to follow simple instructions given in Indonesian.  
It was so encouraging to see the enthusiasm that the  
children demonstrated in participating in the various  
activities. Great job to all the Prep classes and to Bu Sarah. 
See the photos of my visit with the Preps on page 2. 

…  continued 

https://essexheightsps-vic.compass.education/
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Student Planning and Placement for 2018 

As we move into this term, we enter into an exciting time 
for many children. Often they are thinking about next year 
and their transition into the next year level. At this time, the 
teaching staff are also beginning discussions regarding the 
placement of children in grades for 2018. This is a very  
complex task as there are many factors to take into account 
in trying to get the best student combinations. The  
educational needs of each child must be the most  
important criteria so that each child has the best prospects 
of learning to their full potential. When developing class 
lists, teachers ensure that each class has an equitable 
spread of boys and girls with a range of academic abilities. 
Student compatibility and behaviour is also taken into  
account and students are placed with some friends with 
whom they work well.  This process takes many hours of 
consideration and planning with the main objective being to 
place students so that their learning potential is maximised. 

If you have matters that are of interest to the educational 
needs of your child, please put them in writing and return 
to me by Friday 27 October. 

… continued 

  October 

 14th .......  Ethan L 
  Ben B 

 15th .......  Mariam A 
  Myia Y 

 16th .......  Abhyuday S 
  Diya R 

 18th .......  Jai T 
  Jeet T 
  Jack F 

 19th .......  Peter H 
  Taite B 
  Nicola C 

Permission Forms and Payment: 

Year Activity & Due Date 

Year 1  ...  The Silly Scientist - 3 November 

Whole School  ......   Showcase (online - 
MAPA Box Office) 

   Mango fundraiser (cash  
only) - 30 October 

Payments made at the Office: 
Cash (correct amount please; no change available) 
Cheque (payable to ‘Essex Heights Primary School’) 
Credit card/EFTPOS (Visa or MasterCard). 

If paying online, BPay details are on your family  
statement. 

My visit with the Preps at their 
open Indonesian class on 
Thursday - trying out the  
Indonesian ‘becak’ (left) and 
activities with Tim F & Pauline 
(below) 

http://www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/the_silly_scientist_yr_1_term_4.pdf
http://www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/showcase_bulletin_2017.pdf
http://tinyurl.com/y9cdcy08
http://www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/mango_fundraiser_2017.pdf


 

EHPS Contact Issue 29 - 20 October 2017 Page 3 of 12 

This, of course, is an opportunity for me to gain an insight into the matters that you see as important 
for the educational wellbeing of your child. Our staff will consider requests carefully in the allocation of 
students to classes and I can assure you that all information will be handled confidentially at all times. 
Please note however that I cannot guarantee that requests will be met due to the many competing 
and complex priorities throughout this process and I emphasise that this is not an avenue for parents 
to select teachers for their children. 

Please contact me if you have any further queries in this area. 

Traffic and Parking Reminders 

As I mentioned in an earlier newsletter, road safety around our school grounds is very important to all 
of our school community. I would urge all parents to support the safety of students by remembering 
to: 
 Obey all parking restriction signs, especially the Drop Off Zone. Please remember this is a  

2 minute Drop Off/Pick Up. It does not allow time to park and come into the school.  
Make sure that you move as far forward as possible before you start to allow your children  
out of the car. 

 Avoid conducting U-turns in front of the school. 

 Ensure all children cross at the designated School Crossing only. This supervised crossing  
offers the greatest safety for children. 

 Take extra care if you are using the Council Car Park as the volume of traffic and children  
there requires extra vigilance. 

 Avoid stopping to drop off children in areas that either hold up other parents, or cause  
children to make dangerous road crossings. 

 No parking in the Staff & Permit Parking car park (entry off Essex Road) at any time  
between 8.30am and 4.30pm, unless you require the disabled parks (disabled parking  
accreditation is to be clearly displayed if using these). 

 

I look forward to seeing you around the school. 

George Perini 
Principal 

Walk to School is well underway! It’s week two of Walk to School and we've turned on 
the weather for the walk, ride or scoot to and from school – you're welcome! 

We love seeing how primary school kids, families and schools have been participating so 
far. From healthy breakfasts, crazy sock days to decorating shoes, bikes and scooters – 
we love it all so keep up the great work! 

STUDENT PLANNING AND PLACEMENT FOR 2018 REMINDER:  As advised in last week’s newsletter 
and repeated in this issue, matters of interest to the educational needs of your child are to be  
submitted in writing to Mr Perini by next Friday, 27th October. 

https://www.walktoschool.vic.gov.au/
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Rat Pack Riders 

In 2013, a group of Victorian Principals travelled to China as a 
part of a Victorian Principal’s Association Study Tour. Little did 
four of those principals know, they would forge strong and lasting 
relationship and become a tight knit group affectionately known 
as the Rat Pack. 

Rat Pack:  a group consisting of two city principals and two country principals, a group connected by  
a love of fun and laughter, an unwritten agreement not to take ourselves too seriously and a shared 
ability to bring out the best in those around us. 

Many Rat Pack memories were created in China, with the most commonly referred to experience  
being the tandem bike ride around the City Wall of Xi’an. What was supposed to be a relaxing and  
enjoyable individual roll along a short stretch of the 14km cobblestone route, turned into a  
throw down challenge to complete the entire distance of the wall in the limited time available  
ON A TANDEM BIKE! Many laughs were had on this hilarious challenge as two of us were clearly in 
better bike riding shape than certain others … 

The friendships continued well past the last day of the study tour and regular contact continued,  
until one day in December we got an email that knocked us for six. One of our pack, Andrew Crossett, 
had been diagnosed with lung cancer. 

Unbelievably, it took just 7 short months for this cancer to take him away from us. 

Andrew leaves us all so much better for having known him, but forever sad that our wine glasses  
won’t chink together again. 

We are dedicating our One Day Ride to Andrew, a wonderful man who was so giving with his time, 
knowledge and caring nature. Naturally, in order to truly honour Andrew and our memories of times 
together, we will be completing the whole entire 100km of this ride on a tandem bike! 

If you’d like to contribute, click on the One Day to Conquer Cancer logo above. 

Our school community has been invited to participate in a research study conducted at Deakin  
University in collaboration with the Australian Football League (AFL). Through the ALLPlay 
study, the university hopes to understand what benefits there may be to participating in  
organised physical activity i.e. NAB AFL Auskick. 

If your child has a disability or additional needs, is aged between 5 and 12 years old and who: 

 Does not take part in any form of organised physical activity  OR 

 Is currently, or will be enrolled in Auskick for 2018. 

They may be eligible for this study. Children and a parent/guardian will be involved in two 120 minute 
testing sessions. One before the Auskick Season begins, and one following. All participants that  
complete the two sessions will be reimbursed a $60 gift voucher for their research involvement. 

To register participation interest, please enter your details at our web page below: 

http://www.ALLPlayFooty.org/ 

Alternatively, you may fill in parent information invitation forms at the school administration office and 
a Deakin University ALLPlay researcher will contact you shortly. For more information, kindly contact 
Gavin Duarte, via email gavin.duarte@deakin.edu.au or by leaving a message on 9246 8890. 
 

Thank you! 

http://participate.theoneday.org.au/site/TR/Walk/Melbourne2017?team_id=4368&pg=team&fr_id=1110
http://psych.hosted-sites.deakin.edu.au/all-play-outcomes/
mailto:gavin.duarte@deakin.edu.au
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 MUSIC  

2017 Music Count Us In Song:   Shine Together  

Thursday 2nd November at 12.30pm in the School Hall 

Happy singing & performing, 
Tanya Dolence 

Tickets for family and friends (you don’t need to purchase tickets for EHPS students as they have  
allocated seating in the venue during the concert) went on sale on Thursday morning (as advised by 
Compass message on Wednesday) and are available to purchase online from the Monash Academy of 
Performing Arts (MAPA) Box Office, use the link or go to http://tinyurl.com/y9cdcy08. If you do not 
have a printer or have access to the internet, please ask friends or relatives to assist. If you are unable 
to order online tickets, they can be purchased directly from the MAPA Box Office - 49 Scenic Boulevard, 
Monash University, Clayton; phone 9905 1111; open Monday to Friday 9.30am to 4.30pm. 

The Music Showcase Bulletin 2017 was sent home with the youngest student in each family this week. 
It contains all the information about this special event. 

Any queries should be directed to Tanya Dolence, Alyssa Kennedy or Con Papanicolaou. 

Thursday 2nd November at 6.30pm 
Robert Blackwood Hall, Monash University 

With just two weeks to go until Showcase, 
things are getting very exciting! There seems  
to be music rehearsals at all times of the day, 
and it’s great to see excellent ticket sales  
already! This year’s Showcase will again be held 
at Robert Blackwood Hall at Monash University. 
This wonderful venue offers plenty of room, 
great seating, and excellent sound and visual 
quality. It is an unforgettable experience for 
your children, both as performers and audience 
members. 

Showcase rehearsal with Years 3 to 6 Choir 

http://musicaustralia.org.au/program/countusin/the-song/2017-program-song/
http://tinyurl.com/y9cdcy08
http://www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/showcase_bulletin_2017.pdf
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On Thursday the Preps had an open session where parents and special friends were invited to attend  
Indonesian with them. It was lovely to see so many visitors coming to be part of learning about Indonesia 
at EHPS. We learnt about the traditional mode of transport called the ‘becak’, and had a look at our very 
own Essex Heights becak that had been donated to the Indonesian program. The students loved being 
able to invite others in to their learning and share what they have learnt in Indonesian so far. 

Terima Kasih! 
Sarah Trebilcock 

Berita Bahasa Indonesia 

This week 56A heard about 
Eliza’s trip to Flores and  
surrounding islands. Thank you 
to the Barton family for their 
donation of a traditional scarf 
and invaluable photos and  
stories from their travels.  
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 MUNCH & CRUNCH CANTEEN 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday - lunch orders only. 
No over the counter sales. 2017 menu available in the Office. 

Canteen Roster 

Please remember to sign the Visitor’s Register in the Office before coming to the Canteen. 

Monday 23rd October at 11.15am  .........  Alison Zheng 

Wednesday 25th October at 9.30am  ......  Helen Giakoumatos, Karen Lan & Yilin Hu 

Friday 27th October at 10am  ..................  James Douglas, Samantha Skuja & Cindy Chhit 

If you are unable to do your rostered duty, please contact Maria as soon as possible. 
If you have any queries, please call Maria on 0409 934 573. 

Before School Care:   7.00am to 8.45am Monday to Friday 
After School Care:   3.30pm to 6.00pm Monday to Friday 

Vacation/Holiday Care & Student-free (Curriculum) Day:   7.00am to 6.00pm 
Phone:  9807 2615 

 BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE 

Thank you to all the families that have responded to the program’s request to keep their 
accounts up to date. We appreciate your efforts and co-operation in this matter. 

Remember … the program is having a huge Halloween Party on the 31st October. 

Next week’s Halloween activities: 

Monday  .........  Creepy Spiders 
Tuesday  .........  Dancing Skeletons 
Wednesday  ....  Monster Masks 
Thursday  ........  Origami Monster Book Marks 
Friday  .............  Movie:  Monsters Inc 

Thank You 
Paul Davis 

 PARENTS & FRIENDS NEWS

Mango Fundraiser 

Order forms for delicious Queensland Mangoes were distributed today! Please ensure you 
return your form and money by MONDAY 30th OCTOBER. 

World Teachers’ Day Lunch – 2nd November 

As is tradition, the PFA, on behalf of all Essex Heights families, will be hosting a lunch for all 
staff on Thursday 2nd November to celebrate World Teachers’ Day. If you would like to be part  
of the organising team, are able to assist on the day, or bake a small plate of treats, please get  
in touch with the PFA via email on ehpspfa@gmail.com . 

School Disco – 17th November 

Save the date for the School Disco, which will be held this year on Friday 17th November from 
6pm to 8.30pm. More information and notices to come home soon.  

Entertainment Books 

Purchase the 2017/2018 Entertainment Book now and enjoy great discounts.  
$14 from each book sold goes to the School. Click on the image to go to our 
webpage. 

http://www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/mango_fundraiser_2017.pdf
mailto:ehpspfa@gmail.com
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/187402c?utm_source=website&utm_medium=eb_au&utm_campaign=GroupOrderPage
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Products & services advertised in Contact are placed on a paid basis and are not necessarily being promoted  
by Essex Heights Primary School.  

 COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD 
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