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Issue 30, 27th October 2017 

At EHPS we value:  Friendliness, Honesty, Inclusiveness, Respect, and Persistence 

 

CALENDAR 
October 
Fri 27  ................  Prep Science Morning (PB & PZB) 

November 
Wed 1  ...............  Showcase rehearsal 11.30am-1pm 
Thu 2  ................  Music: Count Us In 12.30pm 
Thu 2  ................  World Teachers’ Day Lunch 
Thu 2  ................  Showcase 6.30pm 
Fri 3  ..................  Bandanna Day fundraiser 
Mon 6-Fri 10  .....  Celebration Week 
Tue 7  ................  Melbourne Cup public holiday 
Wed 8  ...............  Prep 2018 Transition Session 2 11.45am 
Thu 9  ................  Yr 1 ‘The Silly Scientist’ incursion & 

Wise Weather Watchers Activity Day 
Mon 13  .............  Prep Edendale Farm excursion 
Tue 14  ..............  Yr 2 Royal Botanic Gardens excursion 
Wed 15  .............  Secondhand Uniform Sale 3pm 
Fri 17  ................  School Disco 6pm 
Tue 21  ..............  Prep 2018 Transition Session 3 11.45am 
Tue 21  ..............  Oxfam Concert 
Tue 28  ..............  Prep 2018 Information Evening 7pm 

 

Students do not attend school on public holidays  
or student-free days. 

 

Whole School Assembly 
Every Monday at 2.30pm in School Hall. All welcome 

NOTE: NO ASSEMBLY on Monday 30th October 
 

School Banking - every Tuesday. 
 

School Hats - every day in Terms 1 & 4. 
 

SCHOOL TOURS 
for enrolments in 2017 & 2018 only  -  Fridays at 9.30am 

Bookings essential - please call School Office 
 

COMPASS PARENT PORTAL 
https://essexheightsps-vic.compass.education 

 

2017 Term Dates 
Term 1:  30 January* to 31 March 
Term 2:  18 April to 30 June 
Term 3:  17 July to 22 September 
Term 4:  9 October to 22 December 
* 30 January is a state wide student free day. 
EHPS student free days:  31 January, 29 May and 18 August. 

2018 Term Dates 
Term 1:  29 January* to 29 March 
Term 2:  16 April to 29 June 
Term 3:  16 July to 21 September 
Term 4:  8 October to 21 December 
* 29 January is a state wide student free day. 
EHPS student free days:  30 January, plus 2 additional days 

 
 
Essex Heights Primary School 
22-30 Essex Road 
Mount Waverley VIC 3149 
Telephone:  (03) 9807 4944 
Fax:  (03) 9888 2249 
essex.heights.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au 

Principal:  Mr George Perini 

Office Hours:  8.30am to 4.30pm Monday to Friday  
during school terms 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Dear parents and guardians, 

Prep Science Morning 

This week the Prep classes had Science mornings. The  
children learned about different types of eggs, the life of a 
chicken, wheat and how to grind it into flour, and how to 
make butter from cream or milk. Each group then made 
lemonade scones after having the chance to measure  
ingredients and do some ‘serious’ mixing. It was great to 
see the children asking questions, sharing their knowledge 
and really participating fully. This activity will lead into 
their farm excursion later in the term. Special thank you to 
the parents who gave of their time to help the teachers 
and making the two mornings very successful and  
enjoyable for the children. 

Next Thursday, 2nd November, at 6.30pm 
Robert Blackwood Hall, Monash University 

https://essexheightsps-vic.compass.education/
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Permission Forms and Payment: 

Year Activity & Due Date 

Year 1 ....  The Silly Scientist - 3 November 

Whole School  ......   Showcase (online - 
MAPA Box Office) 

   Mango fundraiser (cash  
only) - 30 October 

Payment can be made at the Office: 
Cash (correct amount please; no change available) 
Cheque (payable to ‘Essex Heights Primary School’) 
Credit card/EFTPOS (Visa or MasterCard). 

If paying online, BPay details are on your family  
statement. 

Science Talent Search 

At Monday’s assembly, we were able to congratulate the 
students who participated in this year’s Science Talent 
Search, conducted by the Science Teachers Association of 
Victoria. This year we had individual entries as well as our 
first whole class entry. Congratulations to all the students 
involved as well as a special thanks to Ms Morton and 
Ms Steward for making the time to help the students and 
organising the entries. There is a full report later in the 
newsletter.   October 

 21st  .......  Nina V 

 22nd  .......  Dylan C 
  Benyamin M 
  Matthew L 
  Dimitrios P 

 23rd  .......  Orlando T 

 24th  .......  Joe G 
  Vivian P 

 26th  .......  Ellie F 
  Chika Y 

 27th  .......  Daisy D 
  Lachlan W 

 30th  .......  Jeremy L 
  Jake S 
  Ryan V 
  Habin C 

 31st  .......  Nadia W 
  Hayagriv M 

  November 

 1st  .......  Jasmine Z 
  James C 

 2nd .......  Tihana R 
  Ollie S 
  Ajay A 

Ms Steward, Mr Perini, Ms Morton and 2M 

Monday 6th November 

As we move closer to the Melbourne Cup public holiday 
(Tuesday 7th November), it is timely to remind everyone 
that Monday 6th November is a normal school day. I am 
aware that some families are able to make a long weekend 
of it, and if that is your family’s choice, then please ensure 
that you enter your child’s absence on Compass before the 
weekend; it is also recommended, and appreciated, if you 
also send an email via Compass to your child’s teacher  
advising them of the absence. As a consequence, on the 
Monday, depending upon the rate of attendance in each 
year level, some reorganisation may need to occur in  
classes to provide the best program for the children. 

Showcase Reminder 

I am so looking forward to Showcase next week. I have 
heard so much about it that I am excited to see our whole 
school involved in such a marvellous experience for the  
children. Please remember that due to the Melbourne Cup 
holiday, Showcase this year is on Thursday 2nd November. 
Tickets are selling fast, so please ensure that you book your 
tickets now so that you are not disappointed. 

Please note that due to Showcase rehearsals, there will NOT 
be a whole school assembly this Monday, 30th October. 

… continued 

http://www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/the_silly_scientist_yr_1_term_4.pdf
http://www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/showcase_bulletin_2017.pdf
http://tinyurl.com/y9cdcy08
http://www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/mango_fundraiser_2017.pdf
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Diwali Festival 

Last week members of our Indian community celebrated Diwali, the Indian Festival of 
Lights. This event is celebrated each autumn in the northern hemisphere (spring in the 
southern hemisphere). The festival is a celebration to symbolise the victory of good 
over evil and ushers in good luck and prosperity for the world. 

Diwali celebrations are all about bright lights. Fireworks displays are often part of the 
celebrations as well as people decorating their homes with colourful lights and  
earthenware lamps called diyas, which can often be painted and decorated.  
In addition, Rangoli artwork is used on the floors of living rooms and front yards.  
This Indian form of art uses rice, dry flour, coloured sand and flower petals to form  
patterns on the floor. 

On Diwali night, people dress up in their best clothes, light diyas inside and outside of 
their homes. People also exchange gifts and have a big dinner for family and friends. 

Thank you to Anusha Ramani-Chander and Sasi Madhusudhanan for the rangoli at the 
front of the school and the Diwali gifts for 3ED. 

 
I look forward to seeing you at Showcase 

George Perini 
Principal 

Leaving EHPS? 
We are well underway with 2018 planning. If your child/children are leaving EHPS, and you  

haven’t yet advised us, please notify us in writing to the school email -  
essex.heights.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  

- as soon as possible. Please advise your child’s name, class, date of last day at EHPS, and  
the school they are moving to. 

If you’d like to support the Ratpack Riders in their 
effort to ride 100km on a tandem bike this Sunday, 
29th October, in memory of Andrew Crossett, click on 
the OneDay to Conquer Cancer logo to donate. 

https://www.walktoschool.vic.gov.au/
http://participate.theoneday.org.au/site/TR/Walk/Melbourne2017?team_id=4368&pg=team&fr_id=1110
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 COMPASS:  INTRODUCTION OF COMPASS PAY & COMPASS EVENTS 

We are excited to introduce two new features to the Compass Management System. As notified to 
all families on Compass this week, the introduction of Compass Events and Compass Pay will  
enable parents/guardians to give consent and pay for all camps, excursions, incursions via the 
Compass portal. 

All families have been provided with an access to Compass. If you cannot login to Compass, please 
contact the Office. 

If you have any questions regarding the introduction and use of Compass Pay and Compass Events, 
please contact Katrina George or Barbara McCann. 
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After several months of planning, creating, observing and writing, the  
ingenious participants of this year’s theme were presented with  
certificates to recognise their efforts. 

Of special mention were two entries:  Marcus W with his ‘Healthy Eating 
Game’ and a group entry from Kathryn X and Ruby H with a book they 
wrote and illustrated - ‘The Story So Far - it’s the little things’. These entries 
were awarded bursaries; Marcus was a minor bursary recipient and 
Kathryn and Ruby major bursary recipients. The three students received 
their awards at La Trobe University, Bundoora, this week. 

We also had our first class entry this year from 2M. Mrs Morton and her 
class conducted and recorded observations of cleaning water by filtration. 
Adele and Isla researched and designed an informative poster about the 
biodiversity in Mount Waverley. Jake S, Jimmy O and Luke C also entered 
with fantastic ideas of how important it is to make those small changes in 
our daily lives to ensure our actions have the least impact on our  
environment and especially our atmosphere. 

We are looking forward to many new Science Talent Search recruits  
in 2018. 

Marita Steward 
STS Coordinator 

Future Earth 

Marcus W and his ‘Healthy Eating Game’ 

Kathryn, Marcus and Ruby 

Our school community has been invited to participate in a research study conducted at Deakin  
University in collaboration with the Australian Football League (AFL). Through the ALLPlay 
study, the university hopes to understand what benefits there may be to participating in organ-
ised physical activity i.e. NAB AFL Auskick. 

If your child has a disability or additional needs, is aged between 5 and 12 years old and who: 

 Does not take part in any form of organised physical activity  OR 

 Is currently, or will be enrolled in Auskick for 2018. 

They may be eligible for this study. Children and a parent/guardian will be involved in two 120 minute 
testing sessions. One before the Auskick Season begins, and one following. All participants that  
complete the two sessions will be reimbursed a $60 gift voucher for their research involvement. 

To register participation interest, please enter your details at our web page below: 

http://www.ALLPlayFooty.org/ 

Alternatively, you may fill in parent information invitation forms at the school administration office and 
a Deakin University ALLPlay researcher will contact you shortly. For more information, kindly contact 
Gavin Duarte, via email gavin.duarte@deakin.edu.au or by leaving a message on 9246 8890. 

http://psych.hosted-sites.deakin.edu.au/all-play-outcomes/
mailto:gavin.duarte@deakin.edu.au
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 PREP SCIENCE MORNINGS 
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 MUSIC  

2017 Music Count Us In Song:   Shine Together  

Thursday 2nd November at 12.30pm in the School Hall 

Happy singing & performing, 
Tanya Dolence 

Thursday 2nd November at 6.30pm 
Robert Blackwood Hall, Monash University 

We’re excited to present Showcase next Thursday, 2nd November, to the EHPS community. All EHPS 
students have been busy rehearsing for the performance. It’s great to see excellent ticket sales  - there 
aren’t many seats left, so get in quick if you haven’t already booked. Showcase will be held at Robert 
Blackwood Hall at Monash University. This wonderful venue offers great seating, and excellent sound 
and visual quality. It is an unforgettable experience for your children, both as performers and audience 
members. 

Tickets for family and friends (you don’t need to purchase tickets for EHPS students as they have  
allocated seating in the venue during the concert) are available to purchase online from the Monash 
Academy of Performing Arts (MAPA) Box Office; use the link or go to http://tinyurl.com/y9cdcy08. If 
you do not have a printer or have access to the internet, please ask friends or relatives to assist. If you 
are unable to order online tickets, they can be purchased directly from the MAPA Box Office -  
49 Scenic Boulevard, Monash University, Clayton; phone 9905 1111; open Monday to Friday 9.30am  
to 4.30pm. 

The Music Showcase Bulletin 2017 was sent home with the youngest student in each family last week. 
It contains all the information about this special event. 

Please note that all students will be participating in a rehearsal next Wednesday, 1st November,  
from 11.30am to 1pm. 

Any queries should be directed to Tanya Dolence, Alyssa Kennedy or Con Papanicolaou. 

 SUSTAINABILITY TEAM 

Recycling Bin Roster 

Thank you to our volunteers who put the yellow lidded recycling bins out: 

Sunday 29th October  .............  Ziv family 
Sunday 12th November ..........  McKindley family 
 
Sunday 24th December  ..........  Volunteer needed - please let our Office 
    staff know if you can volunteer. 

http://musicaustralia.org.au/program/countusin/the-song/2017-program-song/
http://tinyurl.com/y9cdcy08
http://www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/showcase_bulletin_2017.pdf
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We are supporting National Bandanna Day next Friday, 3rd November, to raise money 
for CanTeen: Young People Living with Cancer. 

Please show your support by purchasing a Bandanna from the JSC for $5.  
Bandannas are available in a variety of colours, and can be purchased  
during lunch eating time (1.30pm—1.40pm) from JSC members.  
They will be coming to your classroom throughout this week. 

Thank you for your support. 

Thank you, 
Maria Capsalis, Alexandra O’Connor &  

the Junior School Council 

 JUNIOR SCHOOL COUNCIL 

 MUNCH & CRUNCH CANTEEN 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday - lunch orders only. 
No over the counter sales. 2017 menu available in the Office. 

Canteen Roster 

Please remember to sign the Visitor’s Register in the Office before coming to the Canteen. 

Monday 30th October at 11.15am  ..........  Lucia Liu & Sandy Shen 

Wednesday 1st November at 9.30am  .....  Jan Mattrow 

Friday 3rd November at 10am  ................  Natalie Murphy & Katy Smith 

If you are unable to do your rostered duty, please contact Maria as soon as possible. 
If you have any queries, please call Maria on 0409 934 573. 

Before School Care:   7.00am to 8.45am Monday to Friday 
After School Care:   3.30pm to 6.00pm Monday to Friday 

Vacation/Holiday Care & Student-free (Curriculum) Day:   7.00am to 6.00pm 
Phone:  9807 2615 

 BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE 

Next Tuesday, 31st October, is the program’s Halloween Party. Only children currently 
enrolled in the program can attend. An RSVP list will be at the sign in/out table.  
If you think you are coming, can you please put your child’s name down (if you do not 
attend you will not be charged.) 

The following activities will be on at After School Care next week: 

Monday  ..........  Halloween leftovers 
Tuesday  ..........  Halloween Party 
Wednesday  ....  Felt Creations 
Thursday  ........  Cooking 
Friday  .............  Halloween colouring in competition 

Thank you 
Paul Davis 
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 PARENTS & FRIENDS NEWS

Have a great week, 
Andrea F 

Secondhand Uniform Stall 

Wednesday 15th November in the Stadium from 3pm to 3.45pm 

Helpers needed from 2.30pm. Donations can be left at the Office  
or in the lost property boxes. Please mark the bag "donations";  
remove your child's name from the items and please, no "old" logo 
items, or stained or torn items! 

Mango Fundraiser 

Please ensure you return your order form with payment by MONDAY 30th OCTOBER.  
No late orders will be accepted. 

World Teachers’ Day Lunch – 2nd November 

We are still looking for helpers to organise and set up the lunch next Thursday,  
2nd November, as well as donations of yummy treats that can be enjoyed by the staff.  
If you can help in any way, please get in touch with Fiona via email on ehpspfa@gmail.com. 

School Disco – 17th November 

Plans are well underway for the School Disco, which will be held this year on  
Friday 17th November from 6pm to 8.30pm. More information and notices to come home soon.  

At the end of Term 3, Years 1 to 4 students participated in 
the Jump Rope for Heart Program. There was an option of 
either bringing a gold coin donation or fundraising. A big 
THANK YOU to all the students who participated and 
raised money. Our school raised a total of $1161.40.  
A special mention to three students who raised the most 
money individually:  Matthew raised $425, Max raised 
$224 and Finn raised $168. These students and any others 
who raised over $30.00 will receive a special 
prize in the next few weeks. 

Lastly, the parent volunteers were amazing. They assisted with cutting up 
fruit, setting up ropes, encouraging the students at each station to make sure 
they were having fun and at the end cleaning and packing everything away. 
Thank you parents - we couldn’t have done this so smoothly without your 
help and we really appreciate your time. 

http://www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/mango_fundraiser_2017.pdf
mailto:ehpspfa@gmail.com
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 COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD 
Products & services advertised in Contact are placed on a paid basis and are not necessarily being promoted  
by Essex Heights Primary School.  
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