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Issue 6, 9th March 2018 

At EHPS we value:  Friendliness, Honesty, Inclusiveness, Respect, and Persistence 

 

CALENDAR 
March 
Mon 12  .............  Labour Day public holiday 
Tue 13-Fri 16  .....  Year 6 Camp 
Thu 15  ...............  Christian SRI commences (P-Yr 6) 
Mon 19  .............  2018 school fees due 
Mon 19  .............  Woolworths Earn & Learn presentation 
Wed 21  .............  Harmony Day 
Thu 22 & Fri 23  .  School Photos 
Thu 22  ...............  Hot Cross Bun orders due 
Thu 22  ...............  Buddhist SRI commences (Yrs 3-6) 
Thu 22  ...............  School Council 
Sun 25  ...............  Working Bee 
Thu 29  ...............  ICAS registration & payment due 
Thu 29  ...............  Instrumental Music Cycle 1 payment due 
Thu 29  ...............  Grandparents & Friends Day 
Thu 29  ...............  Term 1 ends - 2.30pm dismissal 

April 
Mon 16  .............  Term 2 starts 
Wed 25  .............  ANZAC Day public holiday 
Thu 26  ...............  Student free day 

May 
Mon 7  ...............  Zootopia Dance Concert (Group 1) 
Tue 8  .................  Zootopia Dance Concert (Group 2) 
Thu 10  ...............  Mother’s Day Breakfast 
Tue 15-Thu 17 ....  NAPLAN (Yrs 3 & 5) 
Tue 29  ...............  ICAS Science 

 

Students do not attend school on public holidays  
or student free days. 

 

Whole School Assembly 
Every Monday at 2.40pm in School Hall. All welcome 

 

School Banking - every Tuesday. 
 

School Hats - every day in Terms 1 & 4. 
 

SCHOOL TOURS 
Fridays at 9.30am 

Bookings essential - please call School Office 
 

ENROLMENTS FOR 2019 
are being accepted now. 

2018 Term Dates 
Term 1:  29 January* to 29 March 
Term 2:  16 April to 29 June 
Term 3:  16 July to 21 September 
Term 4:  8 October to 21 December 
* 29 January is a state wide student free day. 
EHPS student free days:  30 January, 26 April & 7 September 

 

COMPASS PARENT PORTAL 
https://essexheightsps-vic.compass.education 

 
 

Essex Heights Primary School 
22-30 Essex Road 
Mount Waverley VIC 3149 
Telephone:  (03) 9807 4944 
Fax:  (03) 9888 2249 
essex.heights.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au 

Principal:  Mr George Perini 

Office Hours:  8.30am to 4.30pm Monday to Friday  
during school terms. 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Dear parents and members of the Essex Heights  
community, 

School Council Ballot 

I would like to thank the EHPS School Community for the 
strong support for the School Council Parent Ballot. It was 
so encouraging to see so many people nominate for School 
Council and then for the community to vote in large  
numbers for our 11 candidates. 

Following the closing of the ballot and the counting of all 
votes handed in by the nominated closing time of the  
ballot, I can now declare the following parents elected to 
the Essex Heights School Council: 

Elected for two (2) years 
Betty Ciorciari, Jennifer Bittner, Tonia Preyser and 
Oliver Holmes 

Elected for one (1) year 
James Douglas and Angela Millan 

Congratulations to all the successful candidates and I look 
forward to working with them for the growth and  
development of our school. 

I would also like to thank all the unsuccessful candidates 
for showing such an interest in our school, and I hope that 
we can find other ways to keep all participating and  
involved for the betterment of our school. Also  
congratulations to Paul Davis and Carolyn Wilson for their 
election as DET representatives on School Council. 

I look forward to working with our new School Council as 
we focus on continuing the excellent programs that we 
have for our children at Essex Heights and to plan for the 
next four years through our school review and the  
development of our new four year School Strategic Plan. 

… continued page 2 

 
Labour Day public  

holiday on Monday 

No students at school 

https://essexheightsps-vic.compass.education/
https://essexheightsps-vic.compass.education/
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT continued 

Student Leadership - Junior School Council 

Last Monday I was pleased to welcome Julia Banks MP, Federal 
Member for Chisholm, to our school. Julia presented the Junior 
School Councillors with their badges. After the presentation 
Julia spoke to the students about her role as an elected  
representative of the residents in this area and related that to 
the role of Junior School Council representatives within our 
school. Julia also presented Essex Heights with an Australian 
flag. 

It was fantastic to see so many parents and family members 
attend the assembly; it was very exciting for all concerned.  
I congratulate all the children and look forward to their  
contributions to our school throughout this first semester. 

PFA Annual General Meeting 

On Tuesday night we had the AGM of our PFA, and it was very 
encouraging to see a number of parents present. Our PFA  
carries out an important role in ‘community building’ at Essex 
Heights PS. In all the activities they organise, either for children 
or families, they add great value for the members of our school 
community. Of course, there is the added benefit of raising 
much needed funds that are used in areas that directly  
contribute to the children and the curriculum programs. The 
work of the PFA can be seen in many projects in the school. Last 
year’s marvellous fundraising has allowed for ground works to 
be completed around the senior playground and the purchase 
of additional equipment for that area, the purchase of an  
excellent reading comprehension program for the junior school, 
additional outdoor seating and the purchase of music tops for 
our choirs when they represent the school. 

… continued page 3 

Information provided to parents/guardians: 
Please consent, pay, or take note of information provided on Compass 

Year/Group Notice/Activity & Due Date (where applicable) 

Year 1  ........................  ‘Past & Present’ Family Guest Speakers 

Year 2  ........................  Studyladder 

Years 4, 5 & 6  ............  Marimba Ensemble - consent due now if participating 

Years 5 & 6  ................  Summer Inter School Sport - overdue 

Whole School  ............  School Photos - family photo orders by photo day;  
    individual photo orders by 2 April 

  ‘Zootopia’ Dance Program - overdue 
  2018 school fees - 19 Mar 
  ‘Zootopia’ Dance Concert costume list 
  SRI (opt in) 
  Maths Ninja Challenge 
  PFA - welcome, membership, spend & support, school banking 

March 

 9th  .......  Patrik D 

  Sophie W 
 11th  .......  Alex Y 

  Ivan J 

  Lilirose K 

  Sophie B 

 12th  .......  Vihangi J 

 13th  .......  Alex H 

  Rex Z 
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT continued 

On behalf of the school community I would like to thank the 2017 executive, and in particular, retiring 
secretary Kaye Nolan for her commitment to our school. Congratulations to the new executive led by 
Andrea Fyfe. I look forward to working together for the benefit of our children. The names of the new 
executive are available in the PFA section of the newsletter. Finally my thanks to all the parents who 
devote time and energy to support the work of the PFA. 

PFA Welcomes 2018 Prep Parents 

On Tuesday night the PFA held a welcome event for our new Prep parents. It was great to see so many 
parents attend the evening. It was a marvellous opportunity for the parents to get to know each other, 
meet staff informally and for the PFA to explain their role in the school. Thanks again to the PFA for 
helping to build our school community. 

Year 6 Camp – Forest Lodge Farm 

The Year 6 children and teachers will venture off on Tuesday morning to Forest Lodge Farm Camp just 
near Yarram in South Gippsland. It is a four day outdoor adventure style camp that offers a range of 
experiences and activities for the children to enjoy. These types of camps are wonderful as they offer 
opportunities that are not possible in a normal school setting, as well as building the children’s  
independence and social skills. I am travelling down to the camp on Wednesday to spend the day with 
them. I look forward to reporting back to you about my adventures next week. 

Around the School 

This week as I walked around the school, I visited a number of classes. In Prep B, Christopher and Bob 
were concentrating very hard and practising their writing. Max, Luna, Brian, and Ayana were busily 
practising their sounds on the Letterland app. Well done everyone! 

The Year 3 classes were really focused on their work. When I visited them, 3F were busy studying the 
digestive system and looking for interesting facts, whilst 3C were getting ready for an active break. I 
joined them outside for a ‘Huff and Puff’ session. I was amazed at how many students broke their own 
personal best time for two laps around the school oval. Great work 3C!!! I was also so impressed by the 
word walls in Year 3 about healthy minds and bodies. Amazing!! 

… continued page 4 
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT continued 

 
This week Year 5 students joined their Prep buddies in class and 
worked with them. Both groups of children have been so excited 
about the program and were really looking forward to their  
session. The children really got on well and the older students had 
just as much fun as the younger ones. These buddies will stay  
together for this year and next. What great friendships and  
support for our young Preppies!! 

 

 
Dance rehearsals are well underway for our 
’Zootopia’ dance extravaganza in May.  
Georgia, our dance teacher, has been  
working with all groups and the progress is 
amazing. This compulsory program is part of 
the Health and Physical Education curriculum 
and provides so much fun for the children 
while they participate in dance and  
movement. Our Year 6 students will also take lead roles in the ‘Zootopia’ Dance Concert. Please make 
sure you keep the 7th and 8th May free. Tickets will be on sale at the start of Term 2. 

Alexandra and Michelle from Year 1, decided that my office needed a bit of colour so  
they made ‘colour chains’ in Indonesian and brought them to me. They were able to tell 
me the Indonesian names for all the colours and the chains were made so well.  
Congratulations girls and thanks!! 

Swimming Success Again 

Our mighty swim team competed at the Monash Waverley 
Swimming Finals. They again competed so well and were  
successful. Camryn and Madeleine came first in the  
freestyle, whilst Kayla, Adrian and Annabelle and the  
relay teams all were placed in a range of events.  
The next step is Regional Finals. Congratulations to 
the whole team and many thanks to Ms Cotterell 
and Ms Dix for organising and supervising the day. 

 
George Perini 

Principal 
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 SCHOOL PHOTOS 

All students have been provided with an individual school photo order form, and a family photo order form 
provided for each family. 

FAMILY PHOTOS can be ordered - order must be placed BEFORE photo day - preferably order online. If  
unable to order online, ensure your order is received by Arthur Reed Photos before photo day. 

Photos are to be ordered online. If you are unable to do this, use the provided order form and send your 
order to Arthur Reed Photos (before photo day on 22nd March for family photo orders, or by 2nd April for 
individual student orders; a late fee applies after these deadlines). 

All queries are to be directed to Arthur Reed Photos - phone 5243 4390. 
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International Competitions & Assessments for Schools (ICAS) is an  
independent, skills-based assessment program which recognises and  
rewards student achievement. ICAS is unique, being the most  
comprehensive generally available suite of academic assessments for primary and secondary school  
students. The assessments being offered at EHPS in 2018 are Science, English and Mathematics. 
Students in Years 3 to 6 are eligible to participate in: 

Science - Tuesday 29th May 

English - Tuesday 31st July 

Mathematics - Tuesday 14th August 

Participation in ICAS is voluntary. 

Cost is $10 per subject per student - PAYMENT IN CASH ONLY. 

Enclose cash payment in an envelope (clearly labelled with child's name and class) and staple the  
completed ICAS Payment Form to the outside of the envelope. Return by Thursday 29th March (last day of  
Term 1). Late entries will not be accepted. 

Please note:  one payment form per student (copy extra forms as required if more than one student  
per family). 

The letter to parents, including the ICAS Payment Form, will be sent to families via Compass. 

 ICAS 2018 

 

Working Bee 
Sunday 25th March 2018 

To all families of Essex Heights Primary School 

PLEASE SAVE THE DATE! 

You are invited to participate in our Working Bee on Sunday 25th March anytime between the 
hours of 10am and 2pm. A reply slip will be forwarded through Compass soon. 

This working bee is a major event which aims to prepare the grounds for the coming wetter  
season. 

It will be a fun day for parents and children to join together and enjoy beautifying the school 
grounds by: 

 Weeding and mulching garden beds – at the front of school, Art Room, behind the Banksia 
building, and native garden 

 General tidying of the school grounds and drains 

 Clear storm water pits 

 Weeding the Swale 

 Dig out chook pen 

 Permanently place chairs in the Memorial Garden 

 Add soil to raised veggie beds 

Please stay for refreshments and a sausage sizzle at the conclusion 
of the day. 

Thanking you in advance 
Essex Heights PS Grounds Committee 

https://www.eaa.unsw.edu.au/icas/2017
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Thank you, 
Alex Douros  

on behalf of Georgia Lombard, Dance Teacher 

Costume Assistance 
Thank you for all the offers of help with costumes for our  

‘Zootopia’ Concert. 
There has been such a prompt response that we have enough helpers for this  

part of the concert preparation. Many thanks! 

Zootopia 
Prep to Year 6 Dance Concert 

Four students win a competition at their school to visit a new open range zoo  
called Zootopia. The visit to Zootopia is exclusive to the students and they  
learn interesting facts about a variety of animals. One of the students gets  

lost along the way. Will they find him before they have to leave? 

This is an exciting event that is part of our Health and PE program and involves  
all Prep to Year 6 students. 

‘Zootopia’ Concerts 
Monday 7th May (Group 1) 
Tuesday 8th May (Group 2) 

Please ensure you are aware of which dance group your child is in (i.e. 1 or 2)  
and therefore the Concert night they will be performing in. 

Ensure that you have referred to the costume list advised via Compass. 

Venue: 
Kel Watson Theatre, Forest Hill College,  

178 - 180 Mahoneys Road, Burwood East 

Time:   6.30pm arrival for a 7.00pm sharp start 

 2018 SCHOOL FEES 

The 2018 student charges and voluntary contributions have been issued to parents/guardians via Compass. 
The fees for 2018 are student charge ($330 per student) and voluntary contributions for First Aid Officer 
($30 per family), grounds and maintenance ($30 per family), and ICT (computer) support ($30 per family). 

Payment is to be made by Monday 19th March 2018, unless other arrangements are made with our  
Business Manager, Barbara McCann. If you need to speak to Barbara, contact her at the School Office 
(except on Wednesday). Payment by Compass Pay is preferred (refer to instructions under Compass menu 
on school website if needed). If you want to pay in one transaction, please come to the Office - payment 
can be by Eftpos/credit card (VISA/MasterCard), cash (correct amount please as no change is held in the 
Office), or cheque payable to “Essex Heights Primary School”. Online payment is available via BPay; details 
on your statement available at the Office. 
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Enrolments for 2019 entry are now being accepted. If you, friends, family or  
neighbours, have a child due to start school in 2019, please collect enrolment forms 
from the Office, and submit by the end of Term 2 (29th June). This greatly assists our 
planning and preparation for the coming year, ensures the enrolment is considered in 
the first round offers for Prep, and that children can fully participate in the school  
transition program. 

New families are invited to attend a school tour. These are held on Fridays at 9.30am. Numbers are capped 
on each tour so booking is essential - contact the Office on 9807 4944. 

 ENROLMENT FOR 2019 ENTRY 

Well done on the great work being done for maths. Essex Heights is currently ranked first  
in the competition! Please note that there are currently issues with the number of points 
displayed under the student profiles not aligning with how many points your child has in 
the competition. Here's a note from the developers: 

"Regularly, students should be able to click on their name, and view their progress towards 
a Gold, Silver or Bronze medallion under 'My Decorations'. We have just noticed that this 
feature has stopped working, and our development team is working hard to get it back up 
and running again. Rest assured, all their hard work is being recorded into the system, as 
they will still be able to see their 'My Medals' count increase." 

Until they fix this issue, please feel free to ask me any questions regarding your child's current 
points. 

 MANGAHIGH MATHS NINJA CHALLENGE 
  Kelvin Tang 

 STUDENT FREE DAYS 

The following days have been confirmed by School Council as Student Free Days at EHPS:   
Thursday 26th April and Friday 7th September 2018. Students do not attend school on these days.  
Students enrolled in the Before and After School Care program will be able to access care from 7am to 6pm 
if required. 

Special Religious Instruction (SRI) is offered this year with two classes - Christian and  
Buddhist . Information has been sent to parents/guardians on Compass. The classes will run 
for 30 minutes at lunchtime on Thursdays. 

Christian SRI is offered for Prep to Year 6 students and is scheduled to commence next  
Thursday, 15th March (final confirmation pending). 

Buddhist SRI is offered for Year3 to 6 students and is scheduled to commence on  
Thursday 22nd March. 

If you want your child to participate, please provide consent via Compass. 

 SPECIAL RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION (SRI) 
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Year 5s and Preps met their buddies for the first time on Wednesday. They  
really enjoyed getting to know each other. Well done to all of the 5s and Preps 
for being so friendly and inviting!!! 

 BUDDIES 
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All students participated in the St John First Aid in Schools incursion on Thursday. 

 ST JOHN FIRST AID IN SCHOOLS INCURSION 

2LH have been having a lot of fun sorting and classifying 2D shapes. In groups, the students had 
to discuss and decide together how they would classify their shapes. Some ideas were by  
number of sides, by size, and one group made up their classification by ‘corners’, ‘points’ and 
‘rounds’. 

 2LH:  SORTING & CLASSIFYING 

Year 6 students will be on Camp at Forest Lodge Farm at Jack River in  
Gippsland next week, Tuesday 13th to Friday 16th March. 

A copy of the what to bring list and the luggage limit information can be found in Notices under 
the News menu on the school website. 

Have a great Camp Year 6! 

 YEAR 6 CAMP 

http://www.forestlodgefarm.com.au/
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 INTER SCHOOL SPORT 
  Coordinators:  Amy Hipwell, Elisha Cotterell & Ben Wooster 

 EHPS Mount View Blue 

Endzone White Home practice  

Endzone Green 3 1 

Hot Shots 286 477 

Bootball White Home practice  

Bootball Green 28 0 

Softball A Mixed 14 0 

Softball A Girls 1 2 

Softball B Girls 3 2 

Volleyball A 2 0 

Volleyball Boys 0 2 

Kanga Cricket A 178 112 

Kanga Cricket B 125 71 

Kanga Cricket C 103 43 

Another great round for our Years 5 and 6 students playing Summer Inter School Sport with 
Mount View Primary School Blue today. 

Today was the last round of Summer Inter School Sports. After the Year 6 Camp, some teams 
will be involved in the finals. We wish them all the best. 

Some of the things we have enjoyed the most have been building teamwork and making friends 
from different schools. 

Some of the things we have learnt have been to be a graceful winner and specific skills for ball 
sports. 

Collection box for Coles Sports for Schools vouchers is in the Office. 
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 BERITA BAHASA INDONESIA 
  Sarah Edwards 

Murid Bagus  -  Good Student 

Each week in the Indonesian program, many students show respect and are an outstanding  
example of how to behave. When students are displaying the school values in the Indonesian 
Room, they are invited to put their name and an Indonesian word into the 'Murid Bagus' (Good 
Student) box. 

The number of names in the 'Murid Bagus' box is growing rapidly! It is so wonderful to continue 
to see so many students displaying the Essex Heights values in their learning in the Indonesian 
room! 

Congratulations to Jun (56A) and Eddie (56OU) for being drawn out of the 'Murid Bagus' box this 
week. 

Jun's word for the week is 'bagus' which means 'good' and Eddie's is 'biru' which means 'blue'. 

I encourage you to discuss with your child about their learning in the Indonesian program:  which 
day their class attends Indonesian, some words they know, and cultural aspects of Indonesia they 
are interested in. I'm sure they would also love to share ways in which they are displaying the 
Essex Heights values throughout their learning. 

Salam (Regards), 
‘Bu Sarah’ or ‘Ibu Edwards’ 

Terima Kasih! 

Thank you to Louis and his family for 
their gift towards the Indonesian  
program on return from their Bali 
holiday. 

If any families are heading to  
Indonesia, please bring back plenty 
of photos and stories for your  
child/children to share with us in  
our classes. Perhaps they can bring 
back some takeaway menus,  
entrance tickets and other artefacts 
to give us insight into the places they 
visited. 

 MUNCH & CRUNCH CANTEEN 
  Canteen Manager:  Maria Vlahos 

Canteen Roster 

Please remember to sign the Visitor’s Register in the Office before coming to the Canteen. 

Monday 12th March  .......................................  Public Holiday 

Wednesday 14th March at 9.30am  ................  Karen Lam & Minning Ren 

Friday 16th March at 9.30am  .........................  James Douglas & Cindy Chhit 

If you are unable to do your rostered duty, or you have any queries, please contact Maria as soon as  
possible on 0409 934 573. 

Thank you, 
Maria Vlahos 

Canteen Manager 
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 BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE 
  Coordinator:  Paul Davis 

Due to work happening in the Hall next week, the program will be operating out of the following areas: 

 Wednesday 14th  .........  After Care  ..........  Library 

 Thursday 15th  .............  Before Care  .......  Eucalyptus Building 

 Thursday 15th  .............  After Care  ..........  Library 

 Friday 16th  ..................  Before Care  .......  Eucalyptus Building 

 Friday 16th  ..................  After Care  ..........  Library 
Thank you, 
Paul Davis 

 PARENTS & FRIENDS NEWS 
  PFA President:  Andrea Fyfe 

The PFA can be contacted via email on ehpspfa@gmail.com. 
Enjoy the long weekend, 

Andrea Fyfe 

2018 Meeting Dates 

PFA meetings will be held on the following Wednesdays this year: 

 Term 2  ..........  18th April and 6th June 
 Term 3  ..........  1st August and 5th September 
 Term 4  ..........  24th October and 5th December 

PFA AGM 

The PFA Annual General Meeting (AGM) was held on Tuesday night. The Executive Team elected for 
2018 are: 
 President:   Andrea Fyfe 
 Secretary:   Fiona Nicholson Stocker 
 Treasurer:   Catriona Corben 
 Parent Victoria Rep:   Anderson Pereira 

I would like to thank Kaye Nolan for her fantastic contribution over the last year as Secretary. 

Entertainment Books 

Now is the time to pre-order your 2018-2019 Entertainment Book to receive the Early Bird bonus 
offers valued at over $100. See information on the next page. 

Hot Cross Buns 

Look out for a notice next week about the Hot Cross Bun fundraiser. You can order 
Baker’s Delight hot cross buns in 4 great flavours (Apple & Cinnamon, Traditional,  
Fruitless, and Choc Chip) for just $7. Each bag sold raises $2 for the school! They will be 
delivered on the morning of Thursday 29th March, which is Grandparents & Friends Day 
and the last day of term. 

Calling All Dads 

The annual Mother’s Day Breakfast will be held on Thursday 10th May. We are 
looking for a team of Dad’s that would be happy to run this event. The PFA will 
of course be there to support and assist. If you are interested please let us know 
by contacting us via email on ehpspfa@gmail.com or registering your interest at 
https://tinyurl.com/2018PFAhelp. 

mailto:ehpspfa@gmail.com
mailto:ehpspfa@gmail.com
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c084aada829a2ff2-2018
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Support Essex Heights Primary School 
and you’ll be rewarded! 

We are raising funds for our School and you can help. Order the NEW 2018 | 2019  
Entertainment Book or Entertainment Digital Membership and you will receive  
hundreds of valuable offers for everything you love to do, and you will also be  
supporting our School. PLUS, order now to receive over $100 of bonus Early Bird Offers 

SUPPORT US NOW 

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/187402c
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/about/Entertainment-Digital-Membership
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/EntBooks_AU/media/Entertainment-Books/1819-AOC/A6-AOC-Melbourne-Digi-Sample-18-19_Colour.pdf
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 COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD 
Products & services advertised in Contact are placed on a paid basis and are not necessarily being promoted  
by Essex Heights Primary School.  
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