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Issue 21, 20th July 2018 

At EHPS we value:  Friendliness, Honesty, Inclusiveness, Respect, and Persistence 

 

CALENDAR 
July 
Mon 23-Fri 27  ... Parent Teacher Interviews 
Mon 23  .............. Carnival meeting 9am 
Mon 23  .............. Prep Water Safety Incursion 
Tue 24  ............... Prep Firefighter Visit 
Tue 24  ............... Prep 2019 Parent Evening 7pm 
Tue 24  ............... Carnival meeting 7.30pm 
Wed 25  .............. Maths Olympiad 
Wed 25  .............. Graduation Committee meeting 
Tue 31  ............... ICAS English 
Tue 31  ............... Lunchtime Dance starts 

August 
Wed 1  ................ Prep Firefighter Visit 
Wed 1  ................ Yr 2 Mont De Lancey excursion (2LT & 2T) 
Thu 2  ................. Yr 2 Mont De Lancey excursion (2D & 2G) 
Thu 2  ................. Prep 100 Days Celebration 
Thu 2  ................. Yrs 5&6 MWSC Production 
Mon 6-Fri 10  ..... Science Week 
Mon 6-Fri 17  ..... Prep Primary School Nurse Visit 
Mon 6  ................ Yr 6 Graduation Photo 
Tue 7  ................. Prep Zoo excursion 
Wed 8  ................ Chengdu Meishi International School Visit:  

An Afternoon of Songs 
Fri 10  ................. House Athletics 
Mon 13  .............. Instrumental Music Cycle 3 begins 
Mon 13  .............. Prep 2019 Transition Story Time 
Tue 14  ............... ICAS Maths 
Wed 15  .............. Maths Olympiad 
Thu 16  ............... School Council 
Fri 17  ................. Indonesian Day 
Fri 17-Fri 24  ....... Book Week 2018: Find Your Treasure 

 

Students do not attend school on public holidays  
or student free days. 

 

Whole School Assembly 
Every Monday at 2.40pm in School Hall. All welcome 

 

School Banking - every Tuesday. 
 

SCHOOL TOURS 
Fridays at 9.30am 

Bookings essential - please call School Office 
 

ENROLMENTS FOR 2019 
are being accepted now. 

2018 Term Dates 
Term 1:  29 January* to 29 March 
Term 2:  16 April to 29 June 
Term 3:  16 July to 21 September 
Term 4:  8 October to 21 December 
* 29 January is a state wide student free day. 
EHPS student free days:  30 January, 26 April & 7 September 

 

COMPASS PARENT PORTAL 
https://essexheightsps-vic.compass.education 

 

Essex Heights Primary School 
22-30 Essex Road 
Mount Waverley VIC 3149 
Telephone:  (03) 9807 4944 
Fax:  (03) 9888 2249 
essex.heights.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au 

Principal:  Mr George Perini 

Office Hours:  8.30am to 4.30pm Monday to Friday  
during school terms. 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Dear parents and members of the Essex Heights  
community, 

Welcome back to everyone from the Term two holiday 
break. I trust that you were able to enjoy time with family 
and friends, relaxing and recharging for the weeks ahead. 
This term has started in a spectacular fashion with our 
ARISS link up on Tuesday and will continue to be very busy 
with many exciting activities and excursions planned for 
the children. 

Just next week our Prep students will have visits from  
firefighters and learn about water safety and Year 2  
students will explore ‘The Olden Days’. There will also be a 
range of targeted educational activities or celebrations 
such as 100 Days of Prep, Year 4 Camp, House Athletics, 
and Indonesian Day. For more information about what 
your children will be doing this term, please refer to the 
Year Level newsletters. 

I am very pleased to welcome new staff members to Essex 
Heights this term: 

Ms Moira Lennon who has replaced Nicole Morton 
(Family Leave) in 56M. 

Mrs Clare King and Magdalene Lim who will teach 2G, 
replacing Lauren Goodwin (Family Leave). 

Ms Cassie Dillon who will continue to cover for  
Andrew Russell in 4R while he is on extended sick 
leave. 

Ms Jessica Wynne who is replacing Tanya Dolence in 
Music while she is on Long Service Leave. 

I am sure that you will join me in welcoming them to Essex 
Heights and wishing them well in their stay with us. 

We are again fortunate to have our experienced and highly 
regarded relief teachers Eva Ziskov and Paula Hammond 
available to cover the short term absences of  
Maria Capsalis and Con Papanicolaou, early in the term. 

… continued 

https://essexheightsps-vic.compass.education/
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 Reading for Enjoyment Challenge 

The Reading for Enjoyment Challenge continues. Well done to all those  
students who have finished their first sheet and have handed these in at the 
Office and received their next sheet. Happy reading! 

 Showcase 
  Coordinator:  Tanya Dolence 

Showcase 2018 will be on Friday 2nd November at Robert Blackwood Hall, 
Monash University. 

This annual event is a wonderful celebration of the music program at EHPS. All EHPS students prepare to perform 
in this special event. 

Information sent home: 

Year/Group  Notice/Activity 

Whole school (all students)  ....... Kelly Sports Term 3 

This week’s information on Compass: 

Year/Group  Compass News 

Prep  ...........................  100 Days Note 
  Important Information 
  PMP 

Year 1  ........................  Excursion - Change of date 
  Year 1 Term 3 Newsletter 

Years 5 & 6  ................  5 & 6 Term 3 Newsletter  

Whole School  ............  EHPS ARISS event on Ten’s The Project tonight 
  Parent-Teacher Interviews 

Compass Events: 

Year/Group  Notice/Activity & Due Date 

Year 2  ........................  Mont De Lancey Excursion - 29 July 

Year 4  ........................  Taskworks Excursion & Sleepover  - 8 August 

Years 3 to 6 ................  House Athletics Carnival - 8 August 
 

July 

 23rd  ......  Eromi G 

  Alex C 
 24th  ......  Zaiki Z 

  Olivia A 

  Olivia D 
 25th  ......  Keaton T 

  Lauren J 

  Clarabelle I 

  Joshua N 
 26th  ......  Yuki L 
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT continued 

Andrew Crossett 

The first Anniversary of Andrew’s passing is Saturday 28th July. It is important that as a community  
we spend a moment to mark this day. We encourage all those who would like to show a symbol of  
remembrance for Andrew, to place a white ribbon on the arch in the Memorial Garden at the front  
of the school. The date will also be mentioned at Assembly and classes may spend a moment to  
reflect or discuss relevant issues, as appropriate. 

Over the past 12 months we have supported each other and come together as a school community through 
hard times. If anyone (child or adult) needs support at this time please let me or a staff member know so that 
we can provide support. 

Amateur Radio on the International Space Station (ARISS)  

On Tuesday night nearly 400 people gathered in the Hall and shared an amazing experience. 
Twelve of our students had the opportunity to talk with Astronaut Serena Auñón-Chancellor on 
the International Space Station and to ask questions that had been developed by children for Prep  
to Year 6. This whole event was possible due to the generous amateur radio volunteers around the 
world. Our radio link was facilitated through a ground station in Queensland and moderated 

through the United Kingdom. On the night we were pleased to have local politicians, media and Education  
Department representatives present to share the excitement with our community. The whole link up was 
streamed live around the world on YouTube. I would like to thank Jenny Austin for her tireless work, passion 
and dedication to this project. Without her work this memorable, once in a lifetime event would not have been 
possible for the children. 

If you were unable to attend and would like to catch up with what happened, please go to our website and  
follow the link to the YouTube recording. 

Parent Teacher Discussions 

A reminder to families that Parent Teacher Interviews are coming up throughout next week. It is very 
important to download your child’s semester 1 report from the Compass portal. Please take the time 
to read it prior to your interview so that you are aware of items you would like to discuss with the 
teachers. 

You are able to make bookings up until 1pm on the day of the interview through the Compass portal. 

Absence Alerts 

As you are aware, I have been informing you regularly about student not being late for school and the  
importance of regular attendance at school. At Essex Heights we want children to be punctual so that learning 
can begin from 9am every day. 

From next Monday, an SMS will be sent by 11am to parents of students who are deemed absent. This will occur 
every school day. This will be an automated system that will generate a text with a link to give parents the  
opportunity to explain the absence or contact the school. 

There are implications to be considered so that we have an accurate system: 

If you know your child will be away, then please enter that information on the Compass parent portal or 
contact the school before school starts (by 8.50am) on the day of the absence.  
This will ensure you do not need to get an SMS message. 

If your child is not in their classroom by 9am, they will need to get a late pass from the Office before  
going to class. Therefore a child arriving after the roll has been marked, will be picked up and not 
thought to be absent. This is particularly important when children have specialist classes at the start of 
the day. Latecomers cannot go straight to the specialist classroom, they must get a late pass first. 
This will ensure you do not receive an incorrect SMS. 

All relevant mobile phone numbers must be correct, otherwise the communication will fail. Please email the 
Office if you have changed your mobile phone number. 
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT continued 

Our aim is to know accurately when children are away, to confirm with you the reason for the absence, to be 
mindful of the safety of children and to have all children actively learning from the start of the day. We have 
tried to be thorough in the preparation for this new process. If there are a few hiccups, please let us know and 
we will resolve them. Thank you for your support. 

There is further information from the Department of Education included further in this edition of Contact. 

Special Religious Instruction (SRI) 

Earlier in the year, parents who wished their children to attend either the Buddhist or Christian SRI classes, 
completed an SRI expression of interest form and based upon the returns, groups were created for the 
lunchtime sessions. The school has been monitoring the attendance of children at SRI classes on Thursdays and 
it is apparent that there is significant fluctuation in the attendance. 

If you completed an expression of interest form and you want your child to continue with the program, then 
please talk with your children and impress upon them your desire and expectation that they attend every week. 

If, on the other hand, you have changed you mind and wish to withdraw your child from the SRI classes then 
please send a note or email to the School Office, to let us know of the change. We will then adjust the group 
and inform the instructors. 

This voluntary program is important for many families, so to ensure the maximum benefit for the children it is 
important to have regular attendance at the sessions. Also, consistent attendance shows respect for the  
program and the instructors. 

 

George Perini 
Principal 

 ArtSEL 
  Nikki Olsen 

This week in ArtSEL we have learnt about Being Respectful. 

Being respectful helps everyone feel welcome, we listen carefully to help each other and try to understand how 
someone else feels. When we speak respectfully, we use friendly words and say please and thank you. We don’t 
call other people names. 

Being respectful also helps us to learn. When we listen carefully and focus our attention on the teacher during  
important learning time this help us to learn. 

This week, think about how you can act and speak in respectful ways in the classroom, hallway, lunchroom, and 
out at recess. 
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SAME-DAY NOTIFICATION OF UNEXPLAINED STUDENT ABSENCES 

Fact sheet for parents/carers 

If your child is sick or absent, you are required to notify their school as soon as possible on the day of absence  
using one of the following methods: 

1. Online:  log the absence directly using your school’s IT platform. 

2. Telephone: the school office and let the staff know your child’s name, class, date of absences and reason. 

Email: the school and provide the staff with your child’s name, class, date of absences and reason.

Notifying the school of your child’s absence either prior to, or on the day that they will be away, helps ensure the 
safety and wellbeing of children and will fulfil your legal responsibility. 

Why do I need to notify the school if my child is absent? 
Schools need to know when and why a child is absent and you need to know if your child isn’t at school. 

From the end of Term 2 2018, all Victorian government schools are required to contact parents/carers as soon as 
practicable on the same day of an unexplained student absence. If your child is absent on a particular day and you 
have not contacted the school to explain why, the absence will be marked as unexplained. 

This system also promotes daily school attendance. Going to school every day is the single most important part of 
your child’s education, they learn new things every day – missing school puts them behind. 

What is your responsibility? 

let the school know in advance of any upcoming absences or let them know in the 
morning if your child won’t be at school. In order for schools to implement the same day notification requirement, 
it’s essential that you provide the school with your most up-to-date contact details. 

Generally one notification will be sent per family. Should there be circumstances that require both parents and 
carers to be notified, please contact the school to make the necessary arrangements. 

What is the school’s responsibility? 
The school must notify you of an unexplained absence in relation to your child as soon as practicable on the same 
day. 

Schools will let you know either by your school’s online communications app, SMS, phone call or email. 

Where can I learn more about the process for managing student absences? 
Ask your school for a copy of the Attendance Policy which outlines the school’s processes and procedures for  
monitoring, recording and following-up of student absences.
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 Parent Teacher Interviews 

Parent Teacher Interviews will be held next week, beginning Monday 23rd July. Your child's classroom 
teacher and specialist teachers will be available from 2.40pm (Years 3 to 6), 3.40pm (Prep to Year 2) until 
8pm, and on Tuesday 24th July from 3.40pm to 5.30pm. Your child's teacher may be available on other 
days next week too. Please see Compass for specific details. As classroom teachers in 2G, 4CB, 4R and 
56M are new or relief teachers, arrangements will be made later this term for interviews. 

If you do not make a booking before the bookings close on Compass, you will need to speak to your 
child’s teacher directly to find out what interview times are still available. Also, if you need to change a 
booking (date and/or time), speak to your child’s teacher directly. 

Jean Elliot has kindly offered for the Art Room to be open and available for parents to wander in without 
needing a booking to see samples of student work and/or meet with Jean. 

All bookings are to be made through Compass and you are able to do this now. Interview time slots 
are for 10 minutes and we request that you are on time so we can keep to schedule. If you require 
more time or these times don't suit you, please organise a follow up chat with your child's teacher 
for a future date. 

We are looking forward to seeing you all next week. 

Thank you, 
Ben Wooster  

 Berita Bahasa Indonesia 
  Sarah Edwards 

Terima Kasih, 
Bu Sarah 

Hari Indonesia (Indonesian Day) 

Hari Indonesia (Indonesian Day) is on Friday 17th August - Indonesian Independence Day.  

The students will be immersed in Indonesian culture through dance, music and games. 

Students are asked to wear red and white (Indonesian Flag) or Batik (traditional Indonesian print). 

Each building has been allocated an Indonesian Island, and classes will be decorating a space in the theme 
of that island. Parents can be involved too! You may choose to research and discuss your child(ren)'s  
allocated island with them and  create something with them to share with their class. Here is a list of the 
islands allocated to each building and some animals from each island: 

Parents are welcome to attend any of the events throughout the day. A timetable of the day and  
permission forms will be out via Compass soon. 

Building Indonesian Island 

Violet JAVA 
Kancil(Mouse Deer)/Javan Rhino/Slow Loris/Javanese Eagle 

Eucalyptus BALI 

Portables SUMATRA 

Banksia SULAWESI 
Anoa(Dwarf Buffalo)/Deer Pig 
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 Prep Zoo Excursion 

Prep students will visit Melbourne Zoo in Parkville on Tuesday 7th August as part of our  
integrated unit ‘Wonderful Wildlife’. We will be walking around Melbourne Zoo looking at 
some of the animals, and we will also participate in a Wild Explorer Workshop in the Education 
Facility. 

We will be departing from school at 9am sharp. Children will need to be in their classrooms  
by 8.30am. We will arrive back at school at approximately 3.15pm. 

School uniform is to be worn with suitable walking shoes; a waterproof parka/coat and beanie is also  
recommended. Please make sure all belongings are in bag, suitable for them to carry independently on 
their back. 

Students will need to bring a filled water bottle (no glass bottles please), with snacks and lunch in separate 
bags in their backpack. 

Parents will be needed to assist with each class and will travel with the group on the bus to and from the 
Zoo (no toddlers please). Due to limited adult seats on the bus this is restricted to two helpers per class.  
If you would like to be considered for this role, please email your child’s classroom teacher by 27th July. 

Consent and payment details will be published soon on Compass, and are to be made by  
Wednesday 1st August. 

 Prep 100 Days Celebration 

On Thursday 2nd August, the Preps will be celebrating 100 days of being at school this year. 
The children will be participating in a day of interactive activities relating to the concept of 
100. Students are encouraged to dress up as if they were 100 years old, and are to bring 
along 100 small objects (nothing edible!). PZB and PB students are also to bring food for the 
100 Days party. All details about this exciting day of celebration have been sent via Compass. 

 Year 2 Mont De Lancey Historic Homestead Excursion 

Year 2 students will visit Mont De Lancey Historic Homestead in Wandin North 
as part of this term’s focus on "The Past and the Present". Our excursions on 
Wednesday 1st August (2LT & 2T) and Thursday 2nd August (2D & 2G) will  
provide the students with an experience of school life 
in the past. 

The first part of the day is spent looking through the 
museum, homestead, church, blacksmiths etc. The rest of the day is spent doing 
different activities - a lesson in the school house, craft, lemonade/damper making 
and old fashioned games. 

Students are to arrive at school by 8.45am on Wednesday (2LT & 2T) or Thursday (2D & 2G). Students are 
to bring along an apple (uncut and collected by the staff before arriving), and bring all snacks/lunch/water 
bottle in a small backpack. 

All students and adults attending are encouraged to come dressed in olden-days clothes where possible. It 
is not necessary for children to purchase clothes – just be creative with existing wardrobes (i.e. rolled up 
jeans, checked shirts, caps and dresses). 
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 Year 4 Taskworks Excursion & Sleepover 

Year 4 students will participate in the excursion and sleepover at Taskworks in Mulgrave on 
Monday 27th and Tuesday 28th August. The excursion includes hands on educational  
activities for students to challenge their body and mind. Students will participate in activities 
that supplement Critical and Creative Thinking, Design and Technology, Health and PE,  
Geography and Personal and Social Capabilities. All these promote skills in problem solving, 
teamwork, communication, leadership and initiative. 

The cost is $110 which includes food, transport, use of facilities and all associated activities. 
CSEF may be used for this excursion. 

Consent and payment must be completed on Compass by Wednesday 8th August. 

 Years 5 & 6:  MWSC Production 

Years 5 and 6 students have been invited by Mount Waverley Secondary College 
to attend the dress rehearsal of their production Bring It On: The Musical at the 
Whitehorse Centre in Nunawading on Thursday 2nd August. 

Consent and payment is be completed on Compass by Thursday 2nd August. 

 House Athletics Carnival 

Our House Athletics Carnival for all Years 3 to 6 students will be held on Friday 10th August. This is a full 
day event and will be held at Bill Sewart Athletics Track in Burwood East. 

This event is designed to provide the students with an opportunity to practise a range of athletics skills in 
a friendly and competitive environment. An overall House winner will be announced and students"  
performances will be noted and used to help select the inter-school athletics team which will represent 
our school at the Mulgrave District Athletics Carnival on Monday 3rd September. 

The cost of the event is $10 per student which will go towards the cost of transport; all other expenses 
have been subsidised by the School. 

Students need to bring a small bag with a water bottle, snacks, healthy lunch; bring personal asthma  
puffer (if applicable). There are no canteen facilities available. Please ensure your child is at school 
by 8:45am. The roll will be taken in classrooms when the bell sounds at 8.50am and buses will leave 
school at 9.00am sharp. 

For the smooth operation of the event, parent assistance is required for tasks such as marshalling and  
recording student performances. If you are able to assist on the day please indicate this by email to  
Elisha Cotterell (cotterell.elisha.j@edumail.vic.gov.au) stating your availability to assist as either all day, 
9am to 12 noon, or 12 noon to 3pm. 

Consent and payment are to be completed on Compass by Wednesday 8th August. 
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 School Banking 
  Coordinator:  Angela Millan 

School Banking Contributions Program - Term 2 

Thanks to the fantastic efforts of our School Banking students, we raised $649 in Term 2 for our school, 
through the School Banking Contributions Program. This brings our total so far for the year, to $1,512.50. 

Term 3 Rewards 

Thank you for supporting the School Banking program 
and remember, School Banking day is every Tuesday. 

Angela Millan 
School Banking Coordinator 

 Sustainability Team 
  Coordinator:  Marita Steward 

Recycling Bin Roster 
Thank you to our volunteers who put the yellow lidded recycling bins out: 

Sunday 22nd July  .............  Millan family 

Sunday 5th August  ..........  Millan family 

We are looking for volunteers who are able to put our yellow lidded  
recycling bins out on Sunday evening ready for the fortnightly collection on Monday  
morning from 16th September. If you can help, please put your name down on the 
roster in the Office. 

If you have any queries, please see Marita Steward (56A). 



 

EHPS Contact Issue 21 - 20 July 2018 Page 10 of 13 

 Munch & Crunch Canteen 
  Canteen Manager:  Maria Vlahos 

Canteen Roster 

Monday 23rd July - 11.15am to 1.45pm  ................  Duoli Li 

Wednesday 25th July - 9.30am to 1.45pm  .............  Ying Li & Lushi Lin 

Friday 27th July - 9.30am to 1.45pm  ......................  Katy Smith & Natalie Murphy 

Please remember to sign the Visitor’s Register in the Office before coming to the Canteen. 

If you are unable to do your rostered duty, or you have any queries, please contact Maria as soon as  
possible on 0409 934 573. 

 Lunchtime Dance 
   Georgia Lombard 

Term 3 Classes 

Lunchtime dance classes will run on Tuesdays in Term 3 for students in Years 3 to 6. Lessons will  
commence on Tuesday 31st July and conclude on Tuesday 4th September. 

Children will be involved in dance warm ups, dance creation activities and learn a choreographed dance. 
In the last session students will perform their routine for family and friends giving them a sense of 
achievement. A notice will be sent home a week before this performance.  

The lessons run for 30 minutes, take place in the Hall, and are taught by Georgia Lombard from Creative 
Dance and Drama.  

The cost is $40 per child for six lessons.  

If you would like your child to participate please obtain a registration form from the School Office or visit 
the school website, or creativedanceanddrama.com and request a form via the contact page. 

Georgia Lombard 
Creative Dance and Drama 

Chess Club commences on Wednesday 25th July. The Term 3 program is for nine lessons, 
starting next Wednesday until 19th September, from 3.40pm to 4.40pm. The cost is $13 per  
lesson or $117 for the term, payable by the third week of term. Registration forms are available 
in the Office or on the school website; complete and return with payment to Chess Ideas or  
contact their office by phone on 9532 8370. 

 Chess Club 

http://www.creativedanceanddrama.com/
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 Before & After School Care 
  Coordinator:  Paul Davis 

Dear Parents, 

As you are all aware, the new Child Care Subsidy (CCS) Scheme has come 
into play from 2nd July 2018. 

If you are not receiving the CCS after complying with all requirements 
you will need to contact Centrelink to rectify the issue. Many of you 
have informed me of the difficulties you are experiencing and I sincerely 
apologise for this inconvenience. 

Also, families will not be able to claim their CCS as a lump sum at the end of the 2018-2019 financial 
year. 

Thank you to all the families that supported the July Vacation Care Program. We trust your children had 
an enjoyable time whilst in care. 

This term the program will be having Robotics Lego workshops every Tuesday from 31st July to  
21st August. Bricks4Kidz will be running the workshops. They should be really interesting and fun. We 
have limited spaces for the workshop so if you are interested please let me know. 

After School Care Activities: 
 Monday  ...............  Painting 
 Tuesday  ...............  Painting 
 Wednesday  ..........  Marvel Universe colouring 3D images 
 Thursday  ..............  Badminton 
 Friday  ...................  Cooking - Red Velvet Cake 
 

Thank you, 
Paul Davis 

 Parents & Friends News 
  PFA President:  Andrea Fyfe 

Welcome back everyone to Term 3, hope you enjoyed the holidays. 
 

Fun Run Prizes 

Apologies to everyone, the Fun Run prizes will not be distributed next week at Assembly. There has been 
a delay in the delivery of the wristbands. Hopefully the following week. 

Carnival 

Are you interested to know what we have planned for the Carnival? How you could help make the event 
a success? Please come along to one of the Carnival meetings next week. They will be held on  
Monday 23rd July at 9am and Tuesday 24th July at 7.30pm. In the meantime, you can contact the  
Carnival Committee at ehps.carnival@gmail.com if you have any questions or offers of assistance. 

Entertainment Books 

Order your 2018|2019 Entertainment books now! Only $70! If you want to see what great offers there, 
are have a look at the Melbourne book online. 
 
The PFA can be contacted via email on ehpspfa@gmail.com 
 

Have a great week, 
Andrea Fyfe 

(Mum to Caitlin, 4CB) 

mailto:ehps.carnival@gmail.com
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/187402c
https://online.flippingbook.com/view/109475/
mailto:ehpspfa@gmail.com
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 COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD 
Products & services advertised in Contact are placed on a paid basis and are not necessarily being promoted  
by Essex Heights Primary School.  



 

EHPS Contact Issue 21 - 20 July 2018 Page 13 of 13 


