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Issue 32, 19th October 2018 

At EHPS we value:  Friendliness, Honesty, Inclusiveness, Respect, and Persistence 

 

CALENDAR 
October 
Sun 21  ............... Working Bee 
Mon 22-Fri 26  ... JSC CanTeen Bandannas for sale 
Mon 22-Sun 28 .. Aussie Backyard Bird Count 
Mon 22  .............. Spring Planting 
Wed 24  .............. Prep 2019 Transition Session 3 
Wed 24  .............. PFA Meeting 
Wed 24  .............. Year 6 Parent Graduation Meeting 
Thu 25  ............... Prep Edendale Farm excursion 
Fri 26  ................. Free Dress Day - CanTeen fundraiser 
Wed 31  .............. District T20 Blast Cricket 

November 
Thur 1  ................ Showcase Rehearsal 
Thu 1  ................. Music: Count Us In 12.30pm 
Fri 2  ................... World Teachers Day Lunch 
Fri 2  ................... Showcase 6.30pm 
Tue 6  ................. Melbourne Cup public holiday 
Wed 7-Fri 16  ..... P-Yr 3 Swimming Programme 
Tue 13  ............... Prep 2019 Information Evening 7pm 
Thu 15  ............... School Council 
Sat 24  ................ Carnival 

 

Students do not attend school on public holidays  
or student-free days. 

 

Whole School Assembly 
Every Monday at 2.30pm in School Hall. All welcome 

 

School Banking - every Tuesday. 
 

School Hats - every day in Terms 1 & 4. 
 

SCHOOL TOURS 
Fridays at 9.30am until the end of November 
Bookings essential - please call School Office 

 

ENROLMENTS FOR 2019 
are being accepted now - submit by end of November 2018. 

2018 Term Dates 
Term 1:  29 January* to 29 March 
Term 2:  23 April to 29 June 
Term 3:  16 July to 21 September 
Term 4:  8 October to 21 December 
* 29 January is a state wide student free day. 
EHPS student-free days:  30 January, 26 April & 7 September 

2019 Term Dates 
Term 1:  29 January* to 5 April 
Term 2:  16 April to 28 June 
Term 3:  15 July to 20 September 
Term 4:  7 October to 20 December 
* 29 January is a state wide student free day. 

 

COMPASS PARENT PORTAL 
https://essexheightsps-vic.compass.education 

 
 

Essex Heights Primary School 
22-30 Essex Road 
Mount Waverley VIC 3149 
Telephone:  (03) 9807 4944 
Fax:  (03) 9888 2249 
essex.heights.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au 

Principal:  Mr George Perini 

Office Hours:  8.30am to 4.30pm Monday to Friday  
during school terms. 

Saturday 24th November 

11am to 4pm 

Rides included 

Animal Farm    Cup and Saucer     

Jumping Castle    Giant Slide     

Chair-o-Plane     

Combat challenge obstacle course     

Cha Cha 

Ride Wristbands for Sale 

Buy a pre-purchased wristband and  

ride all day - five hours of non-stop fun! 

SUNDAY 
10am to 12 noon 

ALL WELCOME -  
See You There! 

https://essexheightsps-vic.compass.education/
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This week’s information on Compass: 

Year/Group  Compass News 

Prep ...........................  Show and Share 
  Concert November 2nd 

Prep to Year 3  ...........  Swimming Program - Term 4 

Year 3  ........................  Year 3 Newsletter Term 4, 2018 

Year 4  ........................  Catching on Early in Year 4 

Whole School  ............  Working Bee 
  Showcase 
  Essex Heights PS Working Bee - Sunday 21st October 10am-3pm 

Compass Events: 

Year/Group  Notice/Activity & Due Date 

Prep ...........................  Edendale Farm Prep Excursion - 24 October 

Prep to Year 3  ...........  Swimming Program P-3 2018 - 26 October 

Year 1  ........................  Discovery Dome - 22 November 
 

 Assembly:  Monday 22nd October 

At Assembly on Monday: 
 JSC Bandanna Day presentation 
 School Banking 
 Student of the Week 

Note: Items listed above are correct at time of publication, but may be subject to change. 

Assembly starts at 2.30pm in the Hall. All welcome. Please note that over the next few weeks Assembly will 
start earlier than usual, and be shorter in duration, finishing by 3pm, to accommodate Showcase rehearsals. 

October 

 21st  ......  Nina V 

 22nd  ......  Dylan C 
  Matthew L 
  Dimitri P 

 23rd  ......  Orlando T 

 24th  ......  Joe G 
  Vivian P 

 26th  ......  Ellie F 

 

 Leaving EHPS? 

As advised in last week’s newsletter, planning and preparation for the 2019 school year is well underway. If 
your child is not returning to EHPS in 2019, please advise the school as soon as possible by emailing to the 
school email - click here. Please advise your child’s name and current class, the date of their last day at EHPS 
(last day of the 2018 school year is Friday 21st December), and the school they are enrolled at in 2019. 

 

The focus over the next few weeks in ArtSEL is learning about how to manage our emotions. 

This week, we are learning to use calming down strategies when we have strong feelings. 
When you have a strong feeling, it’s hard for your brain to think. After you use your stop 
signal and name your feeling, you’re ready to calm down! You can calm down by doing 
some slow deep belly breathing, counting, or using positive self-talk. Think for a moment 
about your favourite Way to Calm Down. Remember to use it this week if you need to. Calming down helps you 
think clearly! 

ArtSEL homelinks reminder 
Please remind your children to complete their ArtSEL homelinks weekly (Years 5 and 6) and return their folders  
for the ArtSEL lesson. Please note Year 3's receive ArtSEL homelinks fortnightly. 

If you have any questions, please come and see me. 
Nikki Olsen 

mailto:essex.heights.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


 

EHPS Contact Issue 32 - 19 October 2018 Page 3 of 14 

Dear parents and guardians, 

Planning for 2019 
Last week I discussed certain aspects of our planning for next year and it has raised a few questions that I am 
very happy to clarify. 

Our school only has the capacity to have 24 classrooms. That is our cap and we cannot and will not receive any 
additional space from the Education Department. 

 In the younger levels (P-2), we have four classes at each level. That is four classes x 3 levels equals  
12 classrooms for P-2. 

 Also, for these levels we have an industrial agreement that stipulates that our class size must be about 22. 
This would ensure that the younger children receive a solid foundation to their early years of school. 

 Currently our projected average for 2019 is around 20. 
 Therefore, Years 3 to 6 must take the remaining 12 classrooms. This is organised as 3 classes x 4 levels, 

which equals the remaining 12 rooms. 
 As a result, the class averages must rise. 
 According to our industrial agreement the Prep to Year 6 average class size should be around 25. In 2019 

our average will be 24. 
 Please note:  

 If the average in the lower levels is 22, then the average in the upper levels must be higher. 
 Any in zone (that is, EHPS is the neighbourhood school) application for entry into the school MUST be 

accepted, no matter how large the class. 

A few queries also centred on the configuration of Years 5 and 6 for next year. I hope that the following facts 
help to clarify the situation: 

 In an attempt to balance classes and student numbers, the school has had to run composite Year 5/6  
classes since 2016. 

 The students in 5/6 all receive the highest quality curriculum as per the full Victorian Curriculum. 
 This arrangement must continue for another year (2019). We cannot run 3  x Year 6 classes because the 

average would be about 34.4 students per class. 
 In 2020, we will have the capacity to run straight Year 5 and Year 6 classes. 

I hope that this helps to explain some of the complexities in planning and arranging classes for the school year.  
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Student Planning and Placement for 2019 (repeat from last week) 
In Term 4, we enter into an exciting time for many children. Often they are thinking about next year and their 
transition into the next year level. At this time, the teaching staff are also beginning discussions regarding the 
placement of children in classes for 2019. This is a very complex task as there are many factors to take into  
account in trying to get the best student combinations. The educational needs of each child must be the most 
important criteria so that each child has the best prospects of learning to their full potential. When developing 
class lists, teachers ensure that each class has an equitable spread of boys and girls with a range of academic 
abilities. Student compatibility and behaviour is also taken into account and students are placed with some 
friends with whom they work well. This process takes many hours of consideration and planning with the main 
objective being to place students so that their learning potential is maximised. 

If you have matters that are of interest to the educational needs of your child, please put them in writing and 
return to me by Friday 26th October. 

This, of course, is an opportunity for me to gain an insight into the matters that you see as important for the  
educational wellbeing of your child. Our staff will consider requests carefully in the allocation of students to  
classes and I can assure you that all information will be handled confidentially at all times. Please note, however, 
that I cannot guarantee that requests will be met due to the many competing and complex priorities throughout 
this process and I emphasise that this is not an avenue for parents to select teachers for their children. 

Please contact me if you have any further queries in this area. 
… continued 

 Principal’s Report 
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The Carnival is coming 
Our school Carnival is quickly approaching on Saturday 24th November. Please make sure that you leave that 
day free so that the whole family can join in the fun on that day. The organising committee led by Betty Ciorciari 
are doing a great job in organising a memorable and fun day. Thank you to all the parents that have volunteered 
to run stalls and to the parent reps for keeping the information flowing in each class. If you can help out in any 
way (Mums and Dads), please make sure that you contact Betty through the School Office. Please make sure 
that you read the information in Contact or go to the school website for the latest information. 

 Principal’s Report continued 

Great Student Work 
These three students (Hajun, Alejandra and Harry) were really 
proud of how well they knew their numbers in Indonesian.  
Bagus!! 

Carolyn was so pleased with Murray’s story that she had to share 
it with me. The story of Eddie the Teddy was a creative piece that 
Murray wrote and it was so well constructed that it felt as if we 
were reading a children’s book. Murray really used excellent  
expressive words to convey the feelings in his story. Great work 
Murray!! 
 

 

I look forward to seeing you around the school. 

George Perini 
Principal 

Working Bee 

This Sunday, 21st October 
10am to 12 noon 

You are invited to participate in our Working Bee on Sunday anytime between the hours of 10am and  
12 noon (NOTE CHANGE TO FINISH TIME). ALL WELCOME (even if you haven’t let us know you’re coming). 

This working bee is a major event which aims to prepare the grounds for the Spring planting festival and our 
biannual School Carnival. 

It will be a fun day for parents and children to join together and enjoy beautifying the school grounds: 

 Rake mulch in Prep playground to level off with walkway near classrooms. 

 Weeding and mulching garden beds – at the front of school, Art Room, behind the Banksia  
building, and native garden. 

 General tidying of the school grounds and drains. 

 Clear storm water pits. 

 Prepare planting site at southern school boundary for Spring Planting Festival. 

 Install rounded edging around garden beds at front of school. 

 Clean cages. 
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A celebration of music-making for the whole EHPS community 

Friday 2nd November at 6.30pm 

Robert Blackwood Hall, Monash University 

 

Tickets for Showcase 2018 are on sale now 

Tickets for Showcase 2018 went on sale on Monday, and there has been a terrific response! Please  
purchase your ticket soon so you don’t miss out. Performing students do not need to have a ticket  
purchased for them. Children under two years of age may attend without a ticket if they are seated on 
the laps of their parent/guardian and not occupying a seat; please note that prams cannot be taken into 
the auditorium. 

Tickets are $18 (standard) or $14 (concession). Tickets are purchased from the Monash Academy of  
Performing Arts (MAPA): 

 Purchase online - click here or enter https://tinyurl.com/y8an6o9r into your web browser. 
 Visit the MAPA Box Office - 49 Scenic Boulevard, Monash University, Clayton, open Monday to  

Friday 9.30am to 4.30pm. The Box Office will be open in the hour before the performance. 
 Phone the MAPA Box Office on 9905 1111, Monday to Friday 9.30am to 4.30pm. 

The MAPA Box Office will be open in the hour before the performance to collect pre-purchased tickets, or 
purchase a ticket if any remain. 

The Showcase 2018 Bulletin has been sent home to all families and contains all the information you will 
need to know about this event. 

We look forward to celebrating Showcase 2018 with you! 

Tanya Dolence, Alyssa Kennedy & Con Papanicolaou 

https://tinyurl.com/y8an6o9r
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 Eastern Metropolitan Region Primary Track and Field Championships 

Congratulations to Emma C (3C), Dimitrios P (56OU), and Jimmy O 
(56OU) who yesterday competed in the Eastern Metropolitan  
Region Primary Track and Field Championships at the Bill Sewart 
Athletics Track in Burwood East. These students had qualified for this event,  
having been successful in our School House Athletics, District Inter-School and 
Division competitions. 

Emma competed in the 9/10 Girls’ Long Jump and was proud of her performance, 
jumping 3.39m.  This is a fantastic distance for her age, as Emma is 9 this year. 
She is looking forward to continuing her training and will certainly be one to 
watch with another year still in this age group. 

Dimitri ran in the 12/13 Boys’ 100m dash. After a slight slip at the start, it proved too much of an ask to 
make up the time over the short 100m event yesterday. Dimitri hopes to refine his skills using the starting 
blocks and although it wasn’t his perfect race yesterday, he certainly has a promising future ahead of him. 

After spending the morning supporting Emma and Dimitri, Jimmy had until 1pm before his 12/13 Boys’  
Discus event. Jimmy played it smart and safe with his first attempt to ensure he had a solid throw recorded. 
His next two throws were also recorded with a PB over 25 metres, securing him second place and an  
invitation to the State Championships on Monday 29th October. 

All three students represented the school beautifully and showed excellent sportsmanship in their ability 
and character throughout the competition. 

Thank you to the parents for your support and making it possible for these students to compete at this 
School Sport Victoria event. Good Luck to Jimmy for Monday week.  Everyone at Essex Heights wishes 
you well for another successful day! 

Elisha Cotterell 



 

EHPS Contact Issue 32 - 19 October 2018 Page 7 of 14 

 Junior School Council 

CanTeen Bandannas & Free Dress Day 

The JSC will be selling CanTeen bandannas from Monday, 22nd October, 
until sold out. Bandannas are $5 each. 

Next Friday, 26th October, is National Bandanna Day and we will have a 
Free Dress Day in support of CanTeen - being a gold coin donation if you 
come in free dress, and don’t forget your bandanna! 

 Maths 

Many of us aspire to create dishes that can be classified as masterpieces. Learning  
maths can be like learning how to cook. Children combine their prior skills with new  
techniques they have recently learned. 

For a child without automaticity, they need to struggle through basic  
calculations before they can apply and practise their new strategy. They need 
to clear the sink each time before they even attempt to cook. For the children 
who are really behind, they have not even bought their groceries yet. Are 
these conditions that create willing cooks? No wonder some students avoid 
maths altogether. 

Last year, I taught a Year 6 student who was initially disheartened by his outcomes in 
Mathematics. As he continued to receive assistance with his automaticity, improvement 
in his confidence was evident. Early in the mornings, he would often ask me to test him 
on a multiplication fact. However, the most powerful evidence that this was a changed 
student was demonstrated by the simple words he often said to his friends, “I can’t  
wait for maths”. 

Kelvin Tang and the Maths Professional Learning Team 
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Prep to Year 3 students will be involved in an intensive eight day swimming programme 
run by Just Swimming at Aqualink Nunawading beginning Wednesday 7th November 

through to Friday 16th November. The swimming programme is 
part of the curriculum and all students are expected to attend. 

Each session will be approximately 40 minutes. 

The cost will be $105, and there will be no refunds for isolated lessons missed as the 
costs are set. 
 

Swimming information, including consent, payment and the medical forms, is available on Compass. By  
Friday 26th October: 

1. Consent and pay using CompassPay. If paying by BPay or at the Office, you must print the consent  
form on Compass and complete and return to the class teacher or at the Office with the payment. 

2. Under the Resource tab on Compass you will find the Medical form (all participants) and Asthma  
form (for asthmatic children only). Please read these form/s carefully, and then complete and return  
to the class teacher. 

CHILDREN ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND THE PROGRAMME UNLESS THE CONSENT AND MEDICAL FORM/S ARE 
COMPLETED AND RETURNED. 

 Prep to Year 3 Swimming Programme 

 Year 1 Discovery Dome Incursion 

Weather is the integrated topic that Year 1 students are studying this term.  
On Tuesday 27th November, the Discovery Dome incursion will teach Year 1 
students all about the Earth’s tilt in space, the apparent movement of the Sun, 

and how this effects our seasons. Sessions led by the presenter are 
interactive and immersive. Students are engaged using a variety of 
teaching tools, including fulldome digital projections (modelling, video 
clips, animations), and/or fulldome movies. 

Information about this incursion has been published on Compass.  
Consent and payment are due by 22nd November. 

 T20 Blast Cricket District Gala Day 

Selected students will participate in the T20 Blast Cricket Cup on  
Tuesday 8th November at Mulgrave Reserve in Wheelers Hill.  
T20 Blast is a modified version of cricket and is great way for primary aged  
students to be introduced to cricket. 

The gala day will commence at 9.45am and is expected to conclude by 2.30pm. Students are required to be 
at school by 8.50am ready to leave school by 9.00am. The cost of transport is $8 per child. 

Information will be published on Compass soon. Consent and payment will be due 31st October. 
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 Music 
  Coordinator:  Tanya Dolence 

National Songwriting Competition 

The 2018 National Songwriting  
Competition is now open for entries!! 
Submit by next Monday, 22nd October. 

Every year, every student from every 
school across Australia is invited to put 
pen to paper and enter their original song 
in ACMF’s annual National Songwriting 
Competition. Winners receive  
prize-money which can be allocated  
towards musical equipment and tuition. 
The annual National Songwriting Competition is a nationwide initiative designed to encourage creativity 
and self-expression through songwriting. 

“Songwriting is a highly creative process. We want kids to free their imagination and 
engage with learning in a fun way” – Don Spencer, Founder & CEO. 

For full Terms and Conditions of the competition, click here, or type  
http://acmf.com.au/national-songwriting-competition-tcs/ into your web browser. 

Tanya Dolence 

 Health Centre 
   Julie Zuk 

Asthma, Hay Fever & Thunderstorm Asthma 

This article was put out by The Royal Children’s Hospital and gives  
advice about Asthma, Hay Fever and Thunderstorm Asthma - if any  
of these conditions affect you or your children please read below: 

Spring is here and that means it's the peak time for pollen  
and grasses to trigger asthma. 

Asthma is a common condition in children, caused by narrowing  
of the small air passages in the lungs. It's an important time to  
seek a medical review with your child's GP or specialist to  
ensure your child has the most effective medication to maintain 
good asthma and hay fever control. This will reduce the risks  
of being affected by springtime thunderstorm events. 

For more information on: 

 Asthma - click here  

 Asthma education - click here  

 Hay fever - click here  

 Emergency warning system - click here  

 Melbourne pollen app - click here  

Please call me if you have any concerns or need to complete an updated Asthma plan or allergy plan 
for management of your child while at school. I am available between 11am and 3pm Monday to  
Friday. 

Julie Zuk 
First Aid Officer 

http://acmf.com.au/national-songwriting-competition-tcs/
https://www.rch.org.au/kidsinfo/fact_sheets/Asthma/
https://www.rch.org.au/kidsinfo/fact_sheets/asthma-videos/
https://www.rch.org.au/kidsinfo/fact_sheets/Hay_fever/
https://vicemergency.zendesk.com/hc/en-gb/articles/115002358614-Thunderstorm-Asthma
https://www.melbournepollen.com.au/mobile-app/
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/
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 Biodiversity at Essex Heights 
  Coordinator:  Marita Steward 

On Sunday we will be having another working bee. A small part of the working bee will involve preparing 
the ground to extend the biodiversity garden on the southern boundary. The City of Monash have donated 
endemic natives. Seeds have been collected from Damper Creek to ensure the plants best fit our area. 
Members from the Monash City Council bush crew will come to help the students planting on Monday. 

We will also be participating in the Aussie Backyard Bird Count from  
Monday 22nd to Sunday 28th October. Download the app from the Apple  
App Store or Google Play. So make every bird count and visit 
aussiebirdcount.org.au  

#aussiebirdcount 

 Sustainability Team 
  Coordinator:  Marita Steward 

Recycling Bin Roster 

We are looking for volunteers who are able to put our yellow lidded recycling bins  
out on Sunday evening ready for the fortnightly collection on Monday morning  
from 28th October. If you can help, please put your name down on the roster in the 
Office. 

If you have any queries, please see Marita Steward (56A). 

 Munch & Crunch Canteen 

Canteen Roster 
Monday 22nd October - 11.15am to 1.45pm ............  Duoli Li 

Wednesday 24th October - 9.30am to 1.45pm  .........  Karen Lam & Minning Ren 

Friday 26th October - 9.30am to 1.45pm  ..................  Katy Smith 

Please remember to sign the Visitor’s Register in the Office before coming to the Canteen. 

If you are unable to do your rostered duty, or you have any queries, please contact Maria as soon as 
possible on 0409 934 573. 

Maria Vlahos 
Canteen Manager 

https://aussiebirdcount.org.au/
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 Parents & Friends News 

The PFA can be contacted via email on ehpspfa@gmail.com 
Have a great weekend, 

Andrea Fyfe 
(Mum to Caitlin, 4CB) 

PFA Meeting 

Our next meeting is on Wednesday 24th October at 7.30 pm in the Staff Room. We will be planning the 
end of year activities, including the World Teachers Day Lunch on Friday 2nd November. If you would like 
to help out please come along. 

Carnival 

Like Essex Heights Carnival on Facebook to keep up to 
date with the latest information. 

 Before & After School Care 

Next week’s activities: 
 Monday  ..........  Ghost Wall Hanger 
 Tuesday  ..........  Origami Bats 
 Wednesday  ....  Up & Down Spiders 
 Thursday  ........  Movie:  Monsters vs Aliens 
 Friday  .............  Black Cat Cut Out 

Thank you, 
Paul Davis 

Coordinator 

Dear Parents, 

In 2019 the programme will need to record the times children are signed in and out of all Essex Heights  
Primary School childcare programmes. This will be a legal requirement under the Child Care Subsidy (CCS) 
funding agreement. 

In order to alleviate the increased administration, we have purchased a software programme that will  
manage this component. 

It is called Kiosk. In essence, all that will change is that instead of signing your children in/out on hardcopy, 
you will now do it using an iPad. 

This term we will trial the system so we can iron out any arising problems. We will introduce Kiosk on the 
19th November 2018. 

The programme will require families to complete new enrolment forms for 2019. The new enrolment forms 
will be issued on the 26th November. 

This month the programme will be celebrating Halloween. We have some fun  
activities planned. This will all culminate with the programme’s Halloween Party  
on 31st October. The party will run from 3.30pm to 6.00pm, and all food will be  
provided. 

If you want to come to the party, can you please leave your name on the RSVP list in 
the Hall during programme hours. 

As part of our Halloween activities we will be doing a Halloween Pancake Breakfast 
on 25th October with the Groovy Ghoulies cartoons. 

mailto:ehpspfa@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/EssexHeightsCarnival/
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 Dance Classes 
   Georgia Lombard 

Lunchtime Dance for Years 3 to 6 

Lunchtime dance classes will run on Tuesdays in Term 4 for students in Years 3 to 6. Lessons commenced on 
16th October and will conclude on 27th November. 

Children will be involved in dance warm ups, dance creation activities and learn a choreographed dance. In 
the last session students will perform their routine for family and friends giving them a sense of achievement. 

The lessons run for 30 minutes, take place in the Hall and are taught by Georgia Lombard from Creative Dance 
and Drama.  

The cost is $40 per child for six lessons. 

If you would like your child to participate, please obtain a registration form from the School Office, visit the 
school website, or creativedanceanddrama.com and request a form via the contact page. 

After School Dance for Prep to Year 2 

After School Dance classes for Prep to Year 2 students will run on Tuesdays in Term 4; classes commenced 
on 9th October and will finish on 4th December. The classes are held in the Stadium, beginning at 3.40pm  
and finishing at 4.25pm. 

Children will participate in a variety of warm up routines, create their own movements through dance  
creation activities and learn a choreographed dance to be performed at the end of the last session for family 
and friends. 

The cost is $80 per child for eight lessons.  

Enrolment forms can be collected from the School Office, visit the school website, or  
creativedanceanddrama.com and request a form via the contact page. 

Georgia Lombard 
Creative Dance and Drama 

 COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD 
Products & services advertised in Contact are placed on a paid basis and are not necessarily being promoted  
by Essex Heights Primary School.  

http://www.creativedanceanddrama.com/
http://www.creativedanceanddrama.com/
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