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Issue 16, 1st June 2018 

At EHPS we value:  Friendliness, Honesty, Inclusiveness, Respect, and Persistence 

 

PARENT FORUM 
Thursday 7th June 

7pm to 8.30pm 
School Hall 

RSVP required - email School Council  
President, Kristen Steer,  

by Tuesday 5th June to confirm attendance - 
steer.kristensteer.k@edumail.vic.gov.au 

CALENDAR 
June 
Fri 1  ................... Prep Teddy Bears Picnic 
Mon 4-Wed 6  .... Yr 5 Camp 
Mon 4  ................ ARISS class representative application due 
Tue 5  ................. Prep Responsible Pet Ownership incursion 
Wed 6  ................ PFA Meeting 7.30pm 
Wed 6  ................ School Banking Token Count 
Thu 7  ................. Division Cross Country 
Thu 7  ................. Little Big Shots 2018 
Thu 7  ................. School Banking Token Count 
Thu 7  ................. Parent Forum 7pm 
Mon 11  .............. Queen’s Birthday public holiday 
Wed 13  .............. Maths Olympiad 
Wed 13  .............. Guitar & Contemporary Band Concert 
Tue 19  ............... Brass & Woodwind Concert 
Wed 20  .............. Yr 4 Polly Woodside & Cook’s Cottage 
Wed 20  .............. Yr 6 Graduation Meeting 5.30pm 
Wed 20  .............. Strings & Harp Concert 
Thu 21  ............... School Council 
Fri 22  ................. Yrs 5&6 Winter Interschool Sport finishes 
Mon 25  .............. Keyboard Concert 6.30pm 
Mon 25  .............. Piano Concert 7.30pm 
Tue 26  ............... Percussion & Ukulele Concert 
Fri 29  ................. Instrumental Music Cycle 2 payment due 
Fri 29  ................. Term 2 ends - 2.30pm dismissal 

July 
Mon 16  .............. Term 3 starts 
Mon 16-Sun 22 .. ARISS 

 

Students do not attend school on public holidays  
or student free days. 

 

Whole School Assembly 
Every Monday at 2.40pm in School Hall. All welcome 

 

School Banking - every Tuesday. 
 

School Hats - every day in Terms 1 & 4. 
 

SCHOOL TOURS 
Thursdays & Fridays at 9.30am 

Bookings essential - please call School Office 
 

ENROLMENTS FOR 2019 
are being accepted now. 

2018 Term Dates 
Term 1:  29 January* to 29 March 
Term 2:  16 April to 29 June 
Term 3:  16 July to 21 September 
Term 4:  8 October to 21 December 
* 29 January is a state wide student free day. 
EHPS student free days:  30 January, 26 April & 7 September 

 

COMPASS PARENT PORTAL 
https://essexheightsps-vic.compass.education 

 
 

Essex Heights Primary School 
22-30 Essex Road 
Mount Waverley VIC 3149 
Telephone:  (03) 9807 4944 
Fax:  (03) 9888 2249 
essex.heights.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au 

Principal:  Mr George Perini 

Office Hours:  8.30am to 4.30pm Monday to Friday  
during school terms. 

Dear Parents, 

Every four years, each Victorian government school  
participates in a whole School Review, the outcomes of 
which inform the development of a new School Strategic 
Plan, as well as supporting a self sustaining cycle of  
continuous improvement. In Term 3 of this year, Essex 
Heights will undertake this process. 

In preparation for the review, we will be writing our Self 
Evaluation. This Self Evaluation is a key input to the review 
process, and identifies achievements and opportunities 
against a range of measures. The Self Evaluation is  
informed by student feedback, teacher perspectives, and 
direct parent input. 

On behalf of the Essex Heights School Council, I would like 
to invite you to a Parent Forum, to be held on  
Thursday 7th June from 7pm to 8.30pm in the Hall, where 
we will discuss our schools key strengths and opportunities 
across a range of areas. The forum will be hosted by School 
Council parent and community representatives. No  
teaching staff will be present. 

This is an excellent opportunity for our parent community 
to come together, provide direct feedback on the things 
that matter most to student learning, and help shape our 
future focus. 

We will endeavour to provide bilingual support on this 
evening in order to support our parents for which English 
may not be the first language. 

Please RSVP by Tuesday 5th June to 
steer.kristensteer.k@edumail.vic.gov.au if you would like 
to attend. 

I look forward to welcoming you there. 
Sincerely, 

Kristen Steer 
School Council President 

https://essexheightsps-vic.compass.education/
mailto:steer.kristensteer.k@edumail.vic.gov.au
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 Assembly:  Monday 4th June 

At Assembly on Monday: 
 Fun Run results, including House winner 
 Years 3 & 4 Choir 
 AMEB certificates 
 4CB Marimba Ensemble performance 
 School banking deposit winners 
 1P ArtSEL presentation 
 Student of the Week 

Assembly starts at 2.40pm in the Hall. All welcome. 

Note:  there is no Assembly on Monday 11th June, due to the Queen’s Birthday public holiday. 

June 

 2nd  ......  Stephan L 
 4th  ......  Catheryn L 

  Hannah C 

  Lachlan B 
 5th  ......  Erik W 
 6th  ......  Nathan G 
 7th  ......  Eason C 
 8th  ......  Bowen P 

  Camryn R 

  Eliza B 

 Policies Updated 

The following policies have been updated by School Council and are accessible on the school website: 
 Asthma 
 Care arrangements for ill students and students with medical conditions 
 Contractor management 
 Critical incident recovery 
 Day structure 
 Swimming 

 

Information sent home: 

Year/Group  Notice/Activity 

District Cross Country   .............. Certificates of appreciation 

This week’s information on Compass: 

Year/Group  Compass News 

Year 2  ........................  Recyclable containers please! 

Years 3 to 6  ...............  ARISS class representative applications now open 

Year 5  ........................  Level 5 Phillip Island Camp 

Year 6  ........................  Graduation Meeting Minutes 
  Next Graduation Meeting - Date Change & Time Change! 

Whole School  ............  Parent Forum - Thursday 7th June 

Compass Events: 

Year/Group  Notice/Activity & Due Date 

Year 4  ........................  Polly Woodside Cooks Cottage - 15 June 

Year 5  ........................  Little Big Shots 2018 (selected students) - 1 June 

Selected students  .....  Division Cross Country - 5 June 
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Dear parents and members of the Essex Heights community, 

Good habits start at home!! 

Essex Heights really values the excellent partnership we have with families. The staff work with you to build 
upon the work that begins at home so that children learn, grow and develop strong habits that will enable then 
to be confident and productive young adults after they leave our school. I would ask all families to discuss the 
following issues with children this week. 

1. Punctuality 

At Essex Heights PS, staff appreciate and value student punctuality and we understand its importance on 
every child’s education. As I have been observing students coming to school every morning, I have  
become increasingly aware that a number of students arrive AFTER the time that they should be in class. 
I realise that getting everything ready in the morning can be difficult, but remember that our expectation 
is that all children are in class by 8.50am so that teachers can start their daily programs by 9am. 

Please remember that - ‘It’s Not OK to Be Late For School’ 

Students arriving late to school can have an effect on the teacher, other students in their class and  
themselves in the following ways: 

Latecomers: 
 distract other students when they arrive. 

 miss out on talking to their class teacher before school. 

 miss out on playing with other children before school. 

 miss out on setting up and organisation time. 

 may be marked absent on the roll and may miss out on having money and notices collected. 

 miss out on hearing what’s happening in the day ahead. 

 are often unsure about what they have to do in a lesson and that may mean the teacher has to  
repeat instructions and give extra attention to the latecomer. 

 tend to not value punctuality. 

 miss out on valuable teacher instruction time. 

 can arrive at their classroom and find their grade at a specialist class or elsewhere in the school. 

 particularly miss out on discussions and valuable reading, writing and mathematics learning time  
in the mornings. 

Thank you to the vast majority of our families for having your children here on time. Keep up the great 
work! We understand it’s not always an easy task in the morning! 

2. Sleep 

Sleep is a vital need, essential to a child’s health and growth. Sleep promotes alertness, memory and  
performance. Children who get enough sleep are more likely to function better and are less prone to  
behavioral problems and moodiness. That is why it is important for parents to start early and help their 
children develop good sleep habits. How much sleep should my child get? 

 
 

 

 

… continued on page 4 

 PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Age   Hours Of Sleep 

3 to 5 years    11 - 13 

5 to 12 years    10 - 11 
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT continued 

It is important to remember that children thrive on routine. The best tip for good sleeping habits in children is 
to follow a nightly routine. A bedtime ritual makes it easier for your child to relax, fall asleep and sleep through 
the night. A typical routine could be: 

 Have a light snack 
 Take a bath 
 Put on pyjamas 
 Brush teeth 
 Read a story 
 Make sure the room is quiet and at a comfortable temperature 
 Put your child to bed 
 Say goodnight and leave 

A few helpful hints are: 
 Make bedtime the same time every night. 
 Make bedtime a positive and relaxing experience without TV or videos. According to one recent study,  

TV viewing prior to bed can lead to difficulty falling and staying asleep. Save your child’s favourite  
relaxing, non-stimulating activities until last and have them occur in the child’s bedroom. 

 Keep the bedtime environment (e.g. light, temperature) the same all night long. 

Teddy Bear’s Picnic  

Today as part of the ‘Me and My World’ theme, the Prep classes had a Teddy Bear day 
which was highlighted by a Teddy Bear’s Picnic in the Hall. Children wore pyjamas and 
brought their teddy to school. The whole day was spent on activities related to a teddy 
theme. Last Friday the Prep classes walked to Damper Creek and posted an invitation to 
their teddy to attend today. I was so pleased that so many teddies could make it. The 
staff and parent helpers also looked amazing in their pyjamas. It was a great fun day, but 
also a day where the children discovered more about themselves and the important 
things in their world. Thanks to everyone who made the day so great for the Prep  
children. 

Year 5 Camp 

Next week the Year 5 students will be going on camp to Phillip Island. I wish them all well and I hope to be  
visiting them with Mr Wooster on Wednesday. Good Luck Year 5!! 
 
I hope everyone has a great weekend and remember … “Go Dees!!!” 

George Perini 
Principal 
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EHPS has been allocated a time for students to interview an astronaut on the International Space  
Station. At this stage the interview will take place between Monday 16th and Sunday 22nd July. The  
exact time and which astronaut will be interviewed will be known closer to the date. The ARISS  
interview takes approximately 90 minutes with an actual contact time of ten minutes. 

The questions will be created by the Prep to Year 6 classes. Years 3 to 6 classes will have a class  
representative to ask the questions. Twelve students from Years 3 to 6 will ask one question, and  
possibly a second question depending on the time available. 

Would you like to be your class representative? 
To apply to be your class representative, you need to answer two questions: 

1. Why is the International Space Station important? 
2. Why would you like to be selected? Why are you interested? 

The applications are to be lodged with Ina Kuehlich by Monday 4th June (maximum one A4 page).  

Please ensure you add your full name and class and ask your parent or guardian to sign your application 
so we know that they give you permission to participate. You will need parental permission to be  
involved as this is a requirement by NASA. An official release document will be provided if you are 
selected. 

The students will be selected by Mr Perini and Ina Kuehlich, with input from the Science Coordinator. 

Please make sure your entry is clearly written and neatly presented.  

Thank you 
Mr Perini, Mrs Austin & Ina Kuehlich 

http://www.ariss.org/ 

http://www.ariss.org/
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Between May and August this year, our school will be taking part in the Australian Early 
Development Census (AEDC), which is a nationwide census of early childhood development and helps our 
school and community understand how children are developing before they start school, what is being 
done well, and what can be improved. The AEDC is an Australian Government initiative run by the  
Department of Education and Training. 

Children do not need to do anything to be included in the census and will attend class as usual. During the 
census, teachers record information (including children’s names and dates of birth) based on their 
knowledge and observations of each child in their class. The questions to be used by the AEDC in the  
upcoming collection are available at www.aedc.gov.au/instrument. 

Once all schools participating in the AEDC have provided their information, and the AEDC is completed, 
some of the data collected is compiled and made available publicly as de-identified data, i.e., data that 
does not include any children’s names, ages, addresses or schools.  

This data can be very useful for a wide variety of policy, analysis, and statistical and research purposes, so 
it is provided to a number of bodies, including government and non-government education departments 
and organisations, independent school systems and researchers. Some of these organisations may also 
link AEDC data with information from other organisations (such as health departments) to improve  
programs and policies for young children. When the data is linked with other data, extreme care is taken 
to ensure individual children cannot be identified. 

As so much can be learned about children’s development through the AEDC, the privacy of children  
participating in it is of paramount importance. To ensure that all of the information collected is handled 
properly, the AEDC is managed in accordance with the Australian Privacy Principles (APPs). The APPs  
regulate the collection, use, disclosure and storage of personal information by Australian government 
agencies, and some private sector organisations, and is part of the Privacy Act 1998 (Cth). APPs also form 
part of applicable state and territory privacy legislation and policies.  

The system used by the AEDC to collect and collate the information is a secure site and children’s  
information is kept secure at all times. Your child’s data will not be used for any other purpose than  
described in this letter and the Privacy Statement contained on the AEDC website at www.aedc.gov.au/
privacy. You can see how data was collected and presented in 2009, 2012 and 2015 by visiting 
www.aedc.gov.au/data. Data from the 2018 collection will be presented in a similar way.  

This year’s AEDC is a great opportunity for everyone including parents, local communities, schools and 
other agencies to work together to bring long-lasting benefits to children and their families. If you would 
like more information about the AEDC, please refer to frequently asked questions section on the AEDC 
website at www.aedc.gov.au, or phone 1800 092 548.  

The AEDC is voluntary and is not a school test, so should you wish for your child/children’s information to 
be excluded from the census, please contact your child’s class teacher. 

Thank you for supporting the AEDC. 

 Australian Early Development Census (AEDC) 

Year 5 students will be on camp from Monday 4th to Wednesday 6th June at the 
Phillip Island Adventure Resort (PIAR). The PIAR program enables students to  
develop confidence, self-esteem, risk taking and team building skills through a variety of health, physical 
and outdoor education activities, including ropes courses, bouldering walls, bush cooking and survival 
skills. Students will also attend the Penguin Parade and visit Churchill Island. 

We look forward to seeing all Year 5 students going on camp at school on Monday morning, packed and 
ready (gear list on the school website under Notices), including your lunch for Monday, ready to depart  
by 9am. 

 Year 5 Camp:  Phillip Island 
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Luca and Josh’s invite to come to Assembly on Monday to hear the Years 3 & 4 Choir perform: 

 Music 
  Coordinator:  Tanya Dolence 

“Hello, my name is Josh and this is Luca we are going to tell you what it is like in choir and about our song. Our 
song is called ‘We are Compost Makers’. We all did a great job and tried our best to make this song special for 
everyone. This choir is the best I’ve ever seen! We hope you will think that too. So come on Monday and see our 
special performance.” 

Luca, Josh and the 3/4 Choir 
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 Health & PE 
  Coordinator:  Elisha Cotterell & Amy Hipwell 

Thank you to Mount Waverley City Soccer Club 

We would like to send out a huge THANK YOU to Dejan R (4CB) 
and all his friends at the Mount Waverley City Soccer Club. The 
Club recently donated several large bags filled with soccer balls 
in a variety of sizes. They are currently being enjoyed at recess, 
lunch times and during Years 3 and 4 sports rotations. Soccer is 
a popular sport at Essex Heights and is enjoyed by many  
students who participate in skill development, training and competition 
at several local clubs. Our Year 5 and 6 interschool team is off to a great 

start this season and we look forward to selecting a girls' team for a District Gala Day next term. 

For more information on Mount Waverley City Soccer Club check out their  
website - www.mountwaverleycitysoccer.com.au - and you might even see some 
familiar faces on their website's short  
video clip! 

AFL Clinics in School 

All students will have the opportunity to participate in AFL and 
Auskick clinics during PE classes and Level sport sessions over the 
coming weeks. We are lucky to have Will running these sessions;  

Will works at the AFL and currently plays for Port Melbourne in the VFL. Years 4, 5 and 6 students started 
this week with the focus on refining their hand ball and drop punt skills with expert tips from Will. 

Auskick is lots of fun for the whole family and is held every Saturday morning at Essex Heights Reserve 
(next to school) and at other local ovals.  
Visit www.aflauskick.com.au for more information. 

Handball Relays with Will and 5G 

http://www.mountwaverleycitysoccer.com.au
http://www.aflauskick.com.au
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 EHPS Mount Waverley 

Rounders 14 17 

Soccer 1 13 

Netball A 4 34 

Netball B 0 14 

Netball C 3 13 

Netball Mixed 2 26 

T-Ball Boys 18 4 

T-Ball Girls 20 11 

AFL A 48 48 

AFL B 21 77 

Matball 2 16 

Bootball 8 26 

It was a beautiful day for Interschool Sport this week! Despite it being a tough round,  
everyone had a great time! 

 Winter Interschool Sport 
  Coordinator:  Amy Hipwell 

 Munch & Crunch Canteen 
  Canteen Manager:  Maria Vlahos 

Canteen Roster 

Monday 4th June - 11.15am to 1.45pm  .................  Rebecca Protheroe & Allan Garner 

Wednesday 6th June - 9.30am to 1.45pm ..............  Karen Lam & Minning Ren 

Friday 8th June - 9.30am to 1.45pm  .......................  Katy Smith & Natalie Murphy 

Please remember to sign the Visitor’s Register in the Office before coming to the Canteen. 

If you are unable to do your rostered duty, or you have any queries, please contact Maria as soon as  
possible on 0409 934 573. 

 School Banking 
  Coordinator:  Angela Millan 

School Banking Token Count Session 

Our local School Banking Specialist from the Commonwealth Bank, Vicki Dimitropoulos, 
will be attending our school on Wednesday 6th and Thursday 7th June at lunchtime 
(1.40pm to 2.30pm) to conduct a Token Count session. Location to be advised. 

Bring along your deposit wallets and Vicki will check if your child is eligible for a  
reward and ensure that all students have the correct number of Dollarmites tokens in 
their wallets. 

If your child can’t find their wallet, please see Vicki  and she will issue a new one. 

Angela Millan 
School Banking Coordinator 



 

EHPS Contact Issue 16 - 1 June 2018 Page 10 of 12 

 Before & After School Care 
  Coordinator:  Paul Davis 

Dear Parents, 

On 2nd July 2018, the new childcare package will be fully implemented, and the Child Care Subsidy (CCS) 
payment will replace Child Care Rebate (CCR) and Child Care Benefit (CCB). 

You will not receive childcare financial assistance unless you: 

 Create a myGov account and link that to your  
Centrelink online account 

 Complete the Child Care Subsidy assessment or Child 
Care Subsidy claim 

You should have received a letter from Centrelink outlining the 
necessary process to follow enabling your future claims. 

Ensure you have confirmation from Centrelink that you are set up for CCS well prior to 2nd July. 

Just to reiterate, no families will be entitled to any government financial assistance if they have not  
followed the governments stipulated processes by the prescribed dates. 

If you have any queries contact the following web sites: 

www.humanservices.gov.au/childcaresubsidy 

www.education.gov.au/childcare 

The July Vacation Care enrolment form will be out next Friday, 8th June. Please enrol early as we have 
limited spaces available. 

Activities planned for After School Care next week are: 

 Monday  ...........  Magic workshop with Steve 

 Tuesday  ...........  Dance & Drama with Georgia 

 Wednesday  ......  Uluru Dreamtime art 

 Thursday  ..........  Aboriginal painting 

 Friday  ...............  Boomerang designs 

Thank you to all those families that came in to settle their accounts. It is greatly appreciated.  

You can contact the program on 9807 2615 or 0417 941 986. The program has voice mail and an  
answering machine so you are able to leave messages. If you need your child collected for After Care, 
please call the aforementioned numbers. 

Thank you, 
Paul Davis 

 Parents & Friends News 
  PFA President:  Andrea Fyfe 

Fun Run Sponsorship 

Forms and fundraising money are now due; please return as soon as possible next week. 

PFA Meeting 

The next PFA Meeting will be held in the Staff Room on Wednesday 6th June at 7.30pm. All welcome. 
 

… continued 

https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/services/centrelink/child-care-subsidy
https://www.education.gov.au/ChildCarePackage
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The PFA can be contacted via email on ehpspfa@gmail.com. 
Have a great weekend, 

Andrea Fyfe 
(Mum to Caitlin, 4CB) 

Entertainment Books 

Order your 2018|2019 Entertainment books now! For only $70 you can enjoy a year of savings! If you 
want to see what other great offers there are, have a look at the Melbourne book online, or come into 
the Office to have a look at the display copy. Please note that the 2017|2018 book will expire at the end 
of the month. 

mailto:ehpspfa@gmail.com
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/187402c
https://online.flippingbook.com/view/109475/
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 COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD 
Products & services advertised in Contact are placed on a paid basis and are not necessarily being promoted  
by Essex Heights Primary School.  


