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Issue 17, 16th June 2017 

At EHPS we value:  Friendliness, Honesty, Inclusiveness, Respect, and Persistence 

 

CALENDAR 
June 
Fri 16  ................  Yrs 5&6 Interschool Sport 
Sun 18  ..............  Working Bee 10am-2pm 
Mon 19  .............  Prep Firefighters incursion 
Wed 21  .............  Yr 1 Minibeast Mania Fun Day 
Wed 21  .............  Junior School Council morning tea 11am 
Wed 21  .............  Guitar Concert 7pm 
Fri 23  ................  Yrs 5&6 Interschool Sport 
Mon 26  .............  Yr 3 Engineers Without Borders incursion 
Mon 26  .............  Brass & Woodwind Concert 7pm 
Tue 27  ..............  Yr 1 Melbourne Museum excursion 
Tue 27  ..............  Prep Firefighters incursion 
Fri 30  ................  Last day Term 2 - 2.30pm dismissal 

July 
Mon 10-Tue 18  .  Singapore International Choral Festival 
Mon 17  .............  First day Term 3 
Wed 19  .............  Yr 4 Engineers Without Borders incursion 
Thur 20  .............  Yrs 5&6 Engineers Without Borders  

incursion 
Thur 20  .............  District Cross Country 
Fri 21  ................  Yrs 1 & 2 Swimming Program starts 
Tue 25  ..............  Prep Swimming Program starts 
Tue 25  ..............  Yrs 5&6 Science Discovery Dome 
Tue 25  ..............  Parent-Teacher Interviews 
Fri 28  ................  Yrs 1 & 2 Swimming Program 
Fri 28  ................  District Girl’s Soccer 

 

Students do not attend school on public holidays  
or student-free days. 

 

Whole School Assembly 
Every Monday at 2.30pm in School Hall. All welcome 

 

School Banking - every Tuesday. 
 
 

SCHOOL TOURS 
Thursdays & Fridays at 9.30am (until 30th June) 

Bookings essential - please call School Office 
 

ENROLMENTS FOR 2018 
are being accepted now—please submit by  

the end of Term 2. 
 

2017 Term Dates 
Term 1:  30 January* to 31 March 
Term 2: 18 April to 30 June 
Term 3:  17 July to 22 September 
Term 4:  9 October to 22 December 
* 30 January is a state wide student free day. 
EHPS student free days:  31 January, 29 May and 18 August. 

 
 
Essex Heights Primary School 
22-30 Essex Road 
Mount Waverley VIC 3149 
Telephone:  (03) 9807 4944 
Fax:  (03) 9888 2249 
essex.heights.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au 

Principal:  Mr George Perini 

Office Hours:  8.30am to 4.30pm Monday to Friday  
during school terms 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Dear parents and guardians, 

Instrumental Music Program 

Over the past two weeks, I have had the pleasure of 
attending four instrumental music concerts. These  
mid-year events are designed to show parents the  
progress that children have made, provide the children 
with the experience of being a performer, build their  
confidence and most importantly have fun playing their 
instrument. The four concerts - piano, keyboard,  
percussion & ukulele, and strings - have all been  
thoroughly entertaining and highlighted the amazing  
talent we have at Essex Heights. The children played very 
well at their different abilities and the performance  
repertoire was very broad. I want to congratulate all the 
children who participated and to encourage them all to 
continue to practice and enjoy their music. A special 
thanks must go to the instrumental music teachers who 
all work very hard teaching the children and preparing 
them for the concerts. 

Our Instrumental Music program is coordinated by  
Alyssa Kennedy, who not only runs the whole  
instrumental program, but also is a teacher of strings.  
She oversees the nearly 200 students who learn a musical  
instrument and works with her teachers and the students 
to provide them with a great instrumental music  
background. 

Each concert was very well attended. I am sure that all 
parents were very proud of their children’s performance 
and progress. Thank you all for attending and supporting 
your children. 

If you are interested in attending any of the future  
Concerts, the dates are as follows: 

Guitar - 21st June at 7pm - Banksia building 
Brass & Woodwind - 26th June at 7pm - School Hall 

… continued   

Strings Concert on Thursday:  Justin L, Nathan W,  
Vivian P, Alyssa K, Emma Q, Hanne W, Frederick Z 
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Essex Heights Values – Respect & Respectful Behaviour 

Here at Essex Heights PS we talk about behaviour either being respectful or not respectful. We spend 
time at the beginning of the year unpacking what it means, and revisit it continually through the year.  
I personally find respect to be one of the most important values we can hold. Respect for equipment,  
respect for each other, respect for diversity and respect for self. A respectful child takes care of  
belongings and responsibilities, and a respectful child gets along with peers. 

The most effective way to teach respect is to model respect. When a child experiences respect, they 
know what it feels like and begin to understand how important it is. 

How can we show respect to our children? 
Be honest - If you do something wrong, admit it and apologize.  

Be positive - Don't embarrass, insult or make fun of your child. Compliment them.  

Be trusting - Let your child make choices and take responsibility.  

Be fair - Listen to your child's side of the story before reaching a conclusion.  

Be polite - Use "please" and "thank you". Knock before entering your child's room.  

Be reliable - Keep promises. Show your child that you mean what you say.  

Be a good listener - Give your child your full attention. 

Children learn from everything we do. 

Illness and children at school 

As we approach the end of Term with the onset of winter, there is a noticeable increase in colds, coughs, 
stomach aches and vomiting. We request parents to please keep sick children at home to aid recovery 
and prevent the spreading of germs to other children, staff and families. We are aware that this is at 
times inconvenient, but unfortunately a necessity. 

If a child is sick overnight or before school, has a temperature with a cold/cough, or is not well, please  
do not send them to school. 

We would also encourage you to remind children about some general good hygiene measures such as 
hand washing, use of tissues, Germbusters (an antibacterial hand wash provided in all classes), and  
encourage no sharing of food. Appropriate bedtimes and a healthy well balanced diet with fruit and  
vegetables will also assist in your child’s general good health. 

Student Reports 

Mid year reports will be available for families to access through Compass 
on Friday 30 th June (last day of Term 2). 

This year, Essex Heights will be reporting against the new Victorian  
Curriculum for the first time. As a result, there have been changes to the 
way achievement is assessed compared to the past assessment against 
the AusVels standards. Consequently, we have refined our reports so 
that they not only reflect the new curriculum, but also remove confusion 
when comparing the old and the new systems. 

One very significant change has been to the A-E ratings. Student now 
have to be 18 months ahead to receive an ‘A’ rather than the 12 months 
ahead previously. This significantly changes how parents may interpret a 
child’s progress and achievement, not to mention the students own  
self-worth. For example, a child working 12 months ahead of the  
expected level, who previously received an ‘A’ would now receive a ‘B’. 
To avoid this unnecessary confusion, the school has decided to exclude 
the A-E rating from the reports, and rather to display progress visually 
on a chart displaying ‘at’, ‘below’ or ‘above’ expected level. Many 
schools have adopted this approach to remove confusion. 

At parent - teacher interviews, classroom teachers will be able to clearly 
explain your child’s progress and achievement and explain the improved 
reporting format to you. 

There will be further updates in next week’s Contact. 

… continued   

  June 

 16th  ........  Alyn K 

 17th  ........  Tamara G 
  Sienna B 

 18th  ........  Daniel C 
  Reid L 

 19th  ........  Rohan B 
  Hanne W 
  Lachlan S 
  Anita C 

 21st  ........  Senuth A 
  Tom F 

 22nd  ........  Robin S 
  Radin A 
  Anastasia S 
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Term 3 

I am delighted to inform you that I will be continuing as Principal of Essex Heights for Term 3. Sadly, 
Andrew Crossett will remain on leave next term and so the Regional Director has decided to continue my 
placement at Essex Heights. I am eager to continuing the work that we have started together and pleased 
to work for the benefit of all children at the school. Thank you for your continued support and assistance. 

Early Dismissal 

An early reminder to all parents that children will be dismissed on the last day of term, Friday 30th June, 
at 2.30pm. 
 
I look forward to seeing you around the school. 

George Perini 
Principal 

Dear Parents and Community Members of EHPS, 

As most of you have noticed, we have a new play space at the 
entrance of the school - the Essex Heights Memorial Garden. 
This has been a project in the making from July last year.  
It was a vision from staff, students and parents to honour and 
remember past members of our Essex Heights community. 
While it is a place of reflection and remembrance, it is also a 
place symbolising connection within the community. 

We are so thankful to the team at Bunnings Chadstone for 
making our vision a reality. They are have already transformed 
the space and we have noticed the children actively exploring 
the garden. 

You will notice a Friendship Chair that was donated by the Graduating Students 
of 2016 which is a highlight of the area. The students played a major part in 
brainstorming and planning the ideas to present to Bunnings last year. 

We look forward to further extending the space. Thank you in particular to the 
PFA for their constant support and financial assistance as well as the Grounds 
Committee. If anybody has any expertise or ideas that we could use to enhance 
the garden, please contact Con Papanicolaou, Carolyn Wilson, Anita Dix, 
Ina Kuehlich or Paul Davis. This will be an ongoing project involving the whole 
school. 

Stay tuned for further updates! 

Kind regards, 
Con Papanicolaou and the Memorial Garden Committee! 

 MEMORIAL GARDEN 
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Strings Concert on Thursday at St Faith’s Anglican Church ... 

Alyssa K, Celeste V, Alyn K, Oscar F, Olivia S, Catheryn L Abby S 

Sasha H & Neve A 
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 WORKING BEE 

A Working Bee will be held on Sunday 18th June from 10am to 2pm. 

All families are invited to participate. Come and join in the fun as we  
beautify our school together. 

Please complete the reply slip on the Working Bee notice and return to 
school by Friday 16th June.  

 TERM 3 SWIMMING PROGRAM 

Prep to Year 2 students will be participating in our school Swimming Program 
which takes place at Syndal Swimming School. The children will safely  
participate in a range of swimming activities over an 8 week program. 

 The Prep program will be on Tuesdays, beginning on 25th July. 

 The Years 1 and 2 program will be on Fridays, beginning on 21st July 
(except 18th August). 

Please start encouraging your child to get themselves dry and dressed after a 
bath/shower! This gives them a confidence boost and is a big help in the 
dressing rooms after their lesson! Also show them how to pack/fold their own 
clothes in a bag. 

 

We are proud and excited to have 16 of our students participating in the  
2017 Victorian State Schools Spectacular:  Anything is Possible. 

This year’s Spectacular will be held at Hisense Arena on  
Saturday 16th September, with two shows at 1pm and 6.30pm. 

For a fun, family entertainment experience, and to cheer on our students 
from the audience, purchase tickets through Ticketek. 

Essex Heights students will be closest to Door 1 (North West) so the seated 
Sections closest for purchasing tickets are:  19, 20, 46, 47, 49, 50, 68, 69, 70. 

 2018 ENROLMENTS 

Do you have a child starting school in 2018? 

If you do, please submit your child’s enrolment by the end of this Term (by 30th June). This 
will assist with our planning and preparation for the 2018 Prep intake, and ensures that your 
child can benefit from the Prep Transition Program that starts in Term 3. 

Please collect an enrolment pack from the Office and return by 30th June. 

http://premier.ticketek.com.au/shows/show.aspx?sh=STATESCH17
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 MUNCH & CRUNCH CANTEEN 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday - lunch orders only. 
No over the counter sales. 2017 menu available in the Office. 

Canteen Roster 

Please remember to sign the Visitor’s Register in the Office before coming to the Canteen. 

Monday 19th June at 11.15am  ................  Kate McClive 

Wednesday 21st June at 9.30am  .............  Helen Giakoumatos & Karen Lam 

Friday 23rd June at 10am  ........................  Sherry Yip & Eling Chen 

If you are unable to do your rostered duty, please contact Maria as soon as possible. 
If you have any queries, please call Maria on 0409 934 573. 

 PARENTS & FRIENDS NEWS

Have a great week, 
Andrea F 

Movie Night – Snatched 

Thanks again to Sharon for organising the night; we only had a small turn out, but all that came 
enjoyed a laugh and it was nice to meet some new parents. 

Entertainment Books 

Purchase the NEW 2017/2018 Entertainment Book now and enjoy a year of discounts.  
$14 from each book sold goes to the School. Click on the image below to go to our webpage: 

Sushi Lunch 

I hope all the children enjoyed their sushi. 

A big THANK YOU to Sharon for organising the special lunch, also thanks 
to Fiona for helping with counting money and orders, and Steph T,  
Sophie, Vicky, Katy and Steph WC for helping on the day. These special 
fundraising events that the children love couldn’t happen without such 
wonderful volunteers. 

 TAKE HOME BOOKS 

Take Home Books are due back by next Friday, 23rd June - please return any books you 
have at home by then. 

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/187402c
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Products & services advertised in Contact are placed on a paid basis and are not necessarily  

being promoted by Essex Heights Primary School.  

 COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD 

Look! There’s a Dog at School. 
 
Written by Annette Van Zetten (Story Dogs volunteer) 
An early learning picture book for children ages 4 – 10. 
 
A fun rhyming story about a dog named Summer. 
She would like us all to be kind to each other. 
Meet her friends and see them play, 
It’s a happy life being Summer dog, especially on a school day. 
 
$17.95 per copy or Two copies for $35.00 
Includes $1 donation to Story Dogs & free post within Australia 
When purchased from my website –  

www.annettevanzetten.com 
 

 
Great reading for the winter school break. 


