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Issue 1, 1st February 2019 

At EHPS we value:  Friendliness, Honesty, Inclusiveness, Respect, and Persistence 

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Dear parents and members of the Essex Heights  
community, 

Welcome back to the new school year, and I believe that it 
will provide many great opportunities for children and  
families to join together in a wide range of learning and fun 
experiences. As I walked around the school yesterday I was 
so pleased to see the children settled, happy and working 
so well. They were sharing so many great stories about 
their holidays, their adventures, and all the things they had 
done since they left school in December. 

In the two weeks before returning to school it was  
fantastic to see so many children accessing the Out of 
School Hours Care vacation program. The children were 
having so much fun with their activities and excursions. A 
big thanks to Paul Davis and his staff for once again running 
an outstanding holiday experience for the children. 

This year we welcome three new staff to the great team at 
Essex Heights:  Renee Dare in Year 2, Aubrey Hudson in Art 
and Yogini Patel in EAL & Literacy Support. We are so  
fortunate to have such high calibre staff joining our school. 
We wish them well in their time with us, and look forward 
to their contribution to the children and EHPS. I am also 
delighted to welcome back four well known faces in slightly 
different roles:  Paula Hammond in Year 2, Cassie Dillon in 
Year 4, Magdalene Lim in Year 4 and Literacy Support, and 
Jean Elliot in Learning Support. They are all well respected 
and experienced teachers, and the children will benefit 
from their energy and expertise. 

A number of new children and their families have also 
joined our community this year. We hope that their time 
with us will be enjoyable, productive and worthwhile.  
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CALENDAR 

February 
Fri 1-Wed 6  .......  Prep SEA Interviews 
Mon 4  ...............  Swim team trials 
Mon 4  ...............  Canteen opens 
Tue 5  .................  School banking starts 
Thu 7  ................  Prep students commence - 1.30pm finish 
Fri 8-Fri 15  ........  Prep - 8.50am to 2.30pm 
Mon 11&Tue 12   Parent Info Nights (to be confirmed) 
Wed 13  .............  PFA Meeting 
Fri 15  ................  Prep Welcome event 
Fri 15  ................  Yrs 5&6 Summer Inter School Sport starts 
Mon 18  .............  Prep students full time - 8.50am to 3.30pm 
Tue 19  ...............  First Aid Day 
Wed 20  .............  Pink Stumps Day 
Fri 22  ................  Yrs 5&6 Summer Inter School Sport 
Tue 26  ...............  District Swimming 

March 
Fri 1  ..................  Clean Up Australia Day 
Fri 1  ..................  Yrs 5&6 Summer Inter School Sport 
Fri 1  ..................  Welcome BBQ and Disco 
Tue 5  .................  Division Swimming 
Fri 8  ..................  Yrs 5&6 Summer Inter School Sport 
Mon 11  .............  Labour Day public holiday 
Tue 12  ...............  District Tennis 
Fri 15  ................  Region Swimming 
Thu 21  ..............  Harmony Day 
Fri 22  ................  Yrs 5&6 Summer Inter School Sport 
Mon25&Tue26  .  School Photos 
Fri 29  ................  Yrs 5&6 Summer Inter School Sport 

 

Students do not attend school on public holidays  
or student free days. 

 
 

Whole School Assembly 
Every Monday at 2.40pm in School Hall. All welcome 

 

School Banking - every Tuesday. 
 

School Hats - every day in Terms 1 & 4. 
 

2019 Term Dates 
Term 1:  29 January* to 5 April 
Term 2:  23 April to 28 June 
Term 3:  15 July to 20 September 
Term 4:  7 October to 20 December 
* 29 January is a state wide student free day. 
EHPS student-free days: 30 January, and 2 further dates to be advised 

 
 

COMPASS PARENT PORTAL 
https://essexheightsps-vic.compass.education 

 
 

Essex Heights Primary School 

22-30 Essex Road 

Mount Waverley VIC 3149 

Telephone:  (03) 9807 4944 

Fax:  (03) 9888 2249 

essex.heights.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au 

Principal:  Mr George Perini 
Office Hours:  8.30am to 4.30pm Monday to Friday  

during school terms. 

https://essexheightsps-vic.compass.education/
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Information sent home: 

Year/Group  Notice/Activity 

Whole school (each family)  ......  2019 Munch & Crunch Canteen  
Volunteer Request 

  2019 Munch & Crunch Canteen menu 
 Lion Bushido Karate 
Whole school (all students)  ......  Kelly Sports Term 1 Sizzling Summer Sports 

This week’s information on Compass: 

Year/Group  Compass News 

Prep ...........................  Prep 2019 - SEA interviews and school start 

Year 1  ........................  Welcome - Room Locations 

Year 2  ........................  First day of school tomorrow! 

Years 1 to 6  ...............  School start on Thursday 31st January 

Whole School  ............  Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund 2019 
  Welcome to the 2019 school year 

Compass Events: 

Year/Group  Notice/Activity & Due Date 

Years 4 to 6  ...............  Marimba Ensemble lessons 2019 - 22 February 

Selected Students  .....  Essex Heights Swimming Trials - 3 February 
 

 Assembly 

Our School Assembly is held every Monday afternoon starting at 2.40pm in the Hall. Parent/guardians are  
welcome to attend. Our first Assembly for the year will be on Monday, 4th February. 

 February 

 2nd   ......  Eddie F 
  Ava B 
 3rd  .......  Xavier B 
 4th  .......  Riley C 
  Nandita C 
  Emma O 
 5th  .......  Lachlan W 
 6th  .......  Daniel Y 
  Oliver D 
  Cayle B 
  Agastya A 
  Alishba A 
 7th  .......  Jonathan K 
 8th  .......  Kaylee C 
 



 

EHPS Contact Issue 1 - 1 February 2019 Page 3 of 12 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT continued 

If you see new faces in the school yard, please make sure that we live up to the Essex Heights value of 
‘friendliness’ and make them feel welcome and part of our great community. 

Staff have started the year with their classes by focusing on our ‘School Wide Positive Behaviours Support’  
program in order to develop a positive working environment in each classroom and throughout the school. This 
also incorporates the Starting Up, Starting Out program that covers many important aspects of starting the year 
in a constructive and positive manner. 

Out and About 

Since our last newsletter children have been doing so 
many exciting things. 

Just before Christmas, Aubrey P was one of only eight 
children to perform in the Australian Conservatoire of 
Ballet’s production of ‘The Nutcracker’. This well-loved 
traditional Christmas ballet was performed at Hamer 
Hall and received excellent reviews. Congratulations 
Aubrey, what a great experience! 

Malavika C and Nandita C were featured in the Herald Sun during the 
school holidays when they participated in a programme called ‘Junior 
Rangers’. This programme, run by Parks Victoria, introduces primary 
school children to various ecosystems and natural habitats in Australia. 
Nandita had sent a written application to be chosen to be a spokesperson 
for the programme. What a marvellous way to learn more about so many 
unique habitats, plants and have fun in the outdoors!!! 

Parent – School Partnership 

An effective partnership with families is a very important ingredient to enable all children to reach their highest 
potential. In order to be successful at school, our children need support from both home and school. I  
encourage all families to support the school and assist your child’s learning by ensuring that he / she: 
 Attends school every day and arrives on time, ready for the day’s learning 
 Completes all homework activities given by teachers  
 Reads daily to develop a love for reading and to improve literacy skills 
 Shares school experiences, ‘what went well today’, with you so that you are aware of the  

many good things in their school life. 

Hats 

In accordance with our Sun Smart Policy, I would like to remind all families that the  
children are required to wear hats throughout Term 1. These should be in the school  
uniform dark green, legionnaire style or wide brimmed for maximum sun protection.  
I would ask parents to ensure that children are bringing the appropriate headwear to 
school each day. On hot days we also suggest that students seek shade and drink plenty of water. 

… continued page 4 
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT continued 

School Times, Late or Absent? 

At this time of the school year it is timely to remind all families that children are expected to be in class by 
8.50am. This will allow for brief chats or small organisational matters to be completed so that all classes are 
able to start their learning promptly at 9am. Good communication between school and home is so important, 
therefore if an in depth discussion with the classroom teacher is needed then please arrange a suitable time 
with them. 

Our Compass parent portal is an excellent communication tool between school and home and can be 
used to send an email to a teacher, add attendance notes or approve lateness or absence. Please 
make sure that you regularly log into the Compass portal. If you need any assistance please check the 
information booklet on our website or speak to the staff at the Office. 

If your child will be absent on any particular day, please enter that on Compass or contact the school 
by 9am to report the absence verbally or in writing. 

Please note that students arriving at school after 9am must be signed-in at the office by a parent or guardian. 

Thank you for your cooperation and support in these matters. 

School Gardens 

Over the holidays a committed group of families ensured that the school gardens were 
watered and generally looked after the grounds. We are so grateful to have such  
generous and thoughtful members of our Essex Heights community. So to the Sofer, 
Pham, Cooke, Stocker, Pelletier, Garner and Mattrow families we thank you for being 
part of the watering roster and for giving up your time for the benefit of our school. 

Student Illness and Accidents 

Your child’s wellbeing is very important to us, so please keep us up to date with phone numbers and emergency 
contact details. If your child is ill at school, or suffers an accident, then staff will give immediate care and  
appropriate first aid. However, it is necessary on occasions to contact parents and we are often frustrated by 
out of date information that delays this process. Please make sure you notify the Office of any changes to yours 
or your emergency contact details. Obviously in extreme cases we may also deem it necessary to call an  
ambulance before consulting parents and you need to be aware of this. Please also keep the Office informed of 
any change in medical issues faced by your children as this helps us to make the best choices for their welfare. 

Parents and guardians should also be aware that they are generally responsible for paying the cost of medical 
treatment for injured students, including any ambulance transport costs. Most medical costs will be refundable 
by Medicare. If you are a member of an ambulance or health insurance fund, you may also be able to claim 
transport or other expenses from the fund. The Department of Education and Training (DET) does not hold  
accident insurance for school students. 

Is other Insurance available? Yes. There are commercial providers of insurance for students and they can be 
found online or through your Insurance Broker. 

Students, Parents & Staff Personal Property 

On a similar topic, students, staff and visitors often bring personal property to school. This can include mobile 
phones, calculators, toys, sporting equipment and cars parked on school premises. 

Please note the Department of Education and Training (DET) does not hold insurance for personal property 
brought to schools and it will generally not pay for any loss or damage to such property. 

 
I look forward to seeing you all around the school. 

George Perini   
Principal   
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 2019 Swim Team Trials 

We have over 40 students who have nominated to attend the 2019 Essex Heights 
Swimming Trials at Monash Aquatic & Recreation Centre on Monday 4th February. 

On Monday, please see your classroom teacher at 8.50am, leave your school bag 
at your classroom and meet Mrs Cotterell in the Stadium, ready to depart  
promptly at 9am. Students will be transported to the trials by chartered bus. 
There is no cost for this event, as all costs including bus, pool and relief teacher hire will be covered by the 
school. Students are due to return to school by 12.45pm. A hat and sun cream must be worn as this is a 
summer outdoor event. It is suggested that students wear their swimming gear under their school  
uniform in the morning. Students should also bring a small bag containing goggles, swim cap, a towel,  
underwear, a small fruit or vegetable snack and a drink bottle. Students will change back into their school 
uniform before returning to school. 

Information, including consent, has been published on Compass; please provide consent no later than 
Sunday 3rd February. 

If you are able to assist with time keeping and mashalling on the day, please click here. 

Following the trials, students selected for the Essex Heights School Swimming Team will be notified and 
invited to represent our school at the Mulgrave District Swimming Carnival which is to be held at Monash 
Aquatic & Recreation Centre on Tuesday 26th February. 

If you have any questions, please email cotterell.elisha.j@edumail.vic.gov.au. 

Elisha Cotterell 
P.E. Teacher 

Years 4 to 6 students are invited to take part in the 2019 Marimba  
Program and join an ensemble. Beginning during February, each  
student will attend a weekly rehearsal for 30 minutes, with their  
classmates. The Marimba Program is an extension of the Classroom 
Music Program. During rehearsals, students are given the opportunity 
to improve their: 

 listening skills 
 memory 
 co-ordination 
 concentration  
 ability to follow instructions 
 self-control 
 teamwork 
 ability to respond to and work with others 
 sense of community 
 performance skills 

There will be a nominal charge for students learning Marimba of $10 per Term, which will be collected as an 
annual (non-refundable) payment of $40. 

Information, including consent and payment, is on Compass, and is due by Monday 22nd February if your 
child will be participating this year. 

 Marimba Ensembles 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0b4cafab2da7fc1-essex
mailto:cotterell.elisha.j@edumail.vic.gov.au
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 School Banking 
  Coordinator:  Angela Millan 

Get involved in the School Banking program 

Essex Heights Primary School is excited to once again offer the Commonwealth Bank School Banking program 
to all students. 

School Banking is a fun, interactive and engaging way for young Australians to learn about money and develop 
good savings habits. Children who deposit money into their Youthsaver account through School Banking earn 
Dollarmites tokens, which they can save up and redeem for exciting rewards. 

The rewards available during 2019 are: 
 Scented Stackable Highlighters 
 Snowy Origami Set 
 Icicle Slapband Ruler 
 Yeti Fluffy Notepad  
 Arctic Owl Fluffy Keyring 
 Scratch Art Cards 
 Water Skimming Bounce Ball  
 Polar Pencils & Pencil Toppers 

School Banking is also a great fundraiser for our school. Our school receives a Regular Savers Contribution of 
$5 for every 10 deposits processed per student, as well as an Annual Contribution which is based on the  
number of students who made at least one School Banking deposit in the prior year. 

Getting involved in School Banking is easy! 

All you need to get involved in the School Banking program is a Commonwealth Bank Youthsaver account. You 
can open an account for your child in one of two ways: 

1. Online 
Visit commbank.com.au/schoolbanking and click on the link to open a Youthsaver account. 

2. In Branch 
Visit a Commonwealth Bank branch with identification for yourself and your child, like a driver’s  
licence and birth certificate. 

If your child has an existing Commonwealth Bank Youthsaver account they can start banking straight away. 
They just need to bring their deposit in every week on School Banking day using their Dollarmites deposit  
wallet. 

School Banking day is Tuesday. Each week you will need to bring in your deposit book and place it in the 
School Banking bag in your classroom. 

If you would like to know more about School Banking, please ask for a 2019 School Banking program  
information pack from the Office or visit commbank.com.au/schoolbanking  

Angela Millan 
School Banking Coordinator 

https://www.commbank.com.au/banking/school-banking.html
https://www.commbank.com.au/banking/school-banking.html
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 Munch & Crunch Canteen 

Our Munch & Crunch Canteen opens next Monday, 4th February. The Canteen provides lunches on 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday; place lunch orders in the tin in your child’s classroom at the beginning 
of the day. There are no over the counter sales. 

The 2019 menu was sent home to all families this week. 

The Canteen can only operate successfully with a team of volunteers. The 2019 Munch 
& Crunch Canteen Volunteer Request form has been sent home this week to all families. 
If you are able to assist, please complete the reply form and return to the Office as soon 
as possible so the roster can be prepared. 

Maria Vlahos 
Canteen Manager 

 Parents & Friends News 

Welcome 
Welcome back to school everyone! To all our new families, a very warm  
welcome, I hope you’ll be very happy at Essex Heights. 

Meeting 

The first PFA Meeting for 2019 will be held on Wednesday 13th February at 7.30pm in the Staff 
Room. Please join us as we start planning the PFA activities for the year, new members and ideas 
welcomed. 

2019 Welcome BBQ & Disco 

Please save the date for the Welcome BBQ and Disco – Friday 1st March. 
More information coming soon. 

Help Needed – Mothers’ Day Stall 

Planning and buying for the annual Mothers’ Day Stall starts 
in February so as not to miss out on the best gifts from our 
suppliers. We are looking for helpers that would be  
interested in assisting with this event. If you would like to 
know more please email the PFA on ehpspfa@gmail.com 

 

The PFA can be contacted via email on ehpspfa@gmail.com 
 

Have a great weekend, 
Andrea Fyfe (Mum to Caitlin, 56C) 

mailto:ehpspfa@gmail.com
mailto:ehpspfa@gmail.com
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 Camps, Sports & Excusions Fund (CSEF) 2019 

The CSEF 2019 Application Form is available from the Office  
or the school website. 
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 Community Noticeboard 
Products & services advertised in Contact are placed on a paid basis and are not necessarily being promoted  
by Essex Heights Primary School.  

Term 1 - Sizzling Summer Sports 
Basketball - Cricket - Soccer -  

Tennis - Ultimate Frisbee 

For Prep to Year 6  

Monday - 4th February to 1st April 
3.40pm to 4.40pm 

 
Register with Kelly Sports - complete 
supplied enrolment form or online at 

www.kellysports.com.au 
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