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Issue 27, 22nd September 2017 

At EHPS we value:  Friendliness, Honesty, Inclusiveness, Respect, and Persistence 

 

CALENDAR 
September 
Fri 22  ................  Footy Colours Day 
Fri 22  ................  PFA Hot Dog Lunch 
Fri 22  ................  Last day Term 3 - 2.30pm dismissal 

October 
Mon 9  ...............  First day Term 4 
Tue 10  ..............  After School Dance (P-Yr 2) starts 
Wed 11  .............  After School Dance (Yrs 3-6) starts 
Fri 13  ................  Yr 6 Graduation Photo 
Tue 17  ..............  Prep 2018 Transition Session 1 11.45am 
Wed 18  .............  Lunchtime Dance starts 
Wed 18  .............  Chess Club starts 
Tue 24  ..............  PFA Meeting 7.30pm 
Thu 26  ..............  Prep Science Morning (PL & PM) 
Fri 27  ................  Prep Science Morning (PB & PZB) 
Mon 30  .............  T20 Blast Schools Cup Cricket 

November 
Thu 2  ................  Music: Count Us In 12.30pm 
Thu 2  ................  Showcase 
Tue 7  ................  Melbourne Cup public holiday 
Wed 8  ...............  Prep 2018 Transition Session 2 11.45am 
Tue 21  ..............  Prep 2018 Transition Session 3 11.45am 
Tue 21  ..............  Oxfam Concert 
Tue 28  ..............  Prep 2018 Information Evening 7pm 

December 
Tue 5  ................  Prep 2018 Orientation Day 
Tue 5  ................  PFA Meeting 7.30pm 
Tue 12  ..............  Year 7 2018 Orientation Day 

 

Students do not attend school on public holidays  
or student-free days. 

 

Whole School Assembly 
Every Monday at 2.30pm in School Hall. All welcome 

 

School Banking - every Tuesday. 
 

SCHOOL TOURS 
Enrolments for 2017 & 2018 only  - Fridays at 9.30am 

Bookings essential - please call School Office 
 

ENROLMENTS FOR 2018 
are being accepted now. 

 

COMPASS PARENT PORTAL 
https://essexheightsps-vic.compass.education 

 

2017 Term Dates 
Term 1:  30 January* to 31 March 
Term 2:  18 April to 30 June 
Term 3:  17 July to 22 September 
Term 4:  9 October to 22 December 
* 30 January is a state wide student free day. 
EHPS student free days:  31 January, 29 May and 18 August. 

 
Essex Heights Primary School 
22-30 Essex Road 
Mount Waverley VIC 3149 
Telephone:  (03) 9807 4944 
Fax:  (03) 9888 2249 
essex.heights.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au 

Principal:  Mr George Perini 

Office Hours:  8.30am to 4.30pm Monday to Friday  
during school terms 

Term 3 ends TODAY  
Friday 22nd September.  

Students dismissed  
at 2.30pm. 

After School Care is available 

Term 4 starts on  
Monday 9th October. 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Dear parents and guardians, 

Victorian State Schools Spectacular (VSSS)  

Last Saturday 16 students represented our school at the 
VSSS at Hisense Arena in the Mass Dance section, and two 
boys were part of the all schools VSSS orchestra. Carolyn 
and I attended and it was a very entertaining afternoon.  
It was great to see the joy on the students faces as they 
performed on multiple occasions throughout the  
Spectacular. They were all very well rehearsed and it 
showed that a lot of time and effort has gone into their 
preparation. A huge thank you must go to Kirsten, Lauren 
and Victoria for the many hours they have put into  
preparing the mass dance group. 

Deakin Science 

After a term of Space Exploration the Years 5 and 6’s 
shared the work they had prepared with their Deakin  
University Pre-Service Teachers. This collaboration with the 
University offered a rich experience for the Essex Heights 
students. The Deakin Pre-Service Teachers used best 
teaching practices whilst engaging students. They gave 
them opportunities to explore content, explain concepts, 
elaborate what they had learnt and evaluate themes. 

…  continued 

https://essexheightsps-vic.compass.education/
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  September 

 8th  .....  Keira M 
  Senuri S 

 9th  .....  Patrick M 
  Sean S 

 10th  .....  Sarah Z 
  Mitchell B 

 11th  .....  Luella M 

 12th  .....  Jaxon E 

 15th  .....  Jackson B 
  Charlotte P 
  Nathan V 

 17th  .....  Jeremy N 

 18th  .....  Dylan I 
  James K 
  Amanda W 

 19th  .....  Brandon L 
  Joshua H 
  Shuying J 

 22nd  .....  Hosanna K 

Deakin Science continued 

This unit of work provided another valuable experience for the 5/6s to learn from a focussed, energetic 
group of Pre-Service Teachers. As usual our students showed great appreciation of the work provided. 
Our celebration session was a valuable experience for all involved. 

Footy Colours Day 

Today we held a special assembly to celebrate the colours 
of our favourite sporting teams. The children looked so  
colourful as they dressed in their favourite colours. Most of 
the teams were very well represented and the spirit in the 
stadium was electric. The staff also joined into the dressing 
up and really encouraged the children who barracked for 
their team. Each team paraded around the stadium and 
sang their theme song. Thanks to the parents who attended 
and joined into the festivities. 

Today the PFA also ran their annual Hot Dog Lunch and all 
funds raised will be donated to the Cancer Council in 
memory of Andrew Crossett. Thanks to the PFA for their 
continuous support of the school and the children. Your 
work is really appreciated. 

Visit to Prep M Animal Museum 

Yesterday I visited Ms Misso’s class and looked at the 
amazing dioramas that children in Prep M had created. 
All the children had researched their favourite animal, 
written three interesting facts about the animal, and 
could answer questions about it. This was a marvellous 
activity for the children and it was great to see so many 
parents in attendance to look at their children’s  
masterpieces. Well done to Shona for organising this 
great activity!! 
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Year 2 Olden Days 

The Year 2 classes stepped back in time this week and celebrated colonial 
times. Various activities were held and the children had a good time  
learning about the differences between the past and the present. Thanks  
to the Year 2 staff for organising such marvellous event. 

Reading to Children 

I think every parent knows the value of reading books to young children. 
However, I was interested in an Age article last year: 

“Reading together still important after children start school, expert says” 
Professor Bridie Raban, at the University of Melbourne's Graduate School of Education makes the 
point that many parents stop reading to their children after they reach school age, and this is a lost 
opportunity to continue to develop their literacy skills “Research identifies a clear link between the  
development of good literacy and numeracy skills at an early age and higher levels of educational 
achievement, employability, higher earnings and social participation later in life,” she said. 
Despite the bells and whistles of digital books, 86 per cent of Australian children preferred a traditional 
book. The article provided the following tips for parents: 

Reading tips 
1.  Make reading part of the daily routine. Make a bedtime story something to look forward to. 
2.  Read regularly yourself. 
3.  Join a local library. 
4.  Read books on different topics and find themes that interest your kids. 
5.  Play word and word association games. 
6.  Talk with your child: it builds communication skills, vocabulary and increases confidence. 

 
 
I hope that all families and staff have a relaxing holiday. Remember that school resumes on  
Monday 9th October. 
 
See you all in Term 4. 

George Perini 
Principal 

Planning for 2018 is well underway. If you have a child due to start school next year, or know of a 
friend or neighbour who hasn't yet enrolled, please collect an enrolment pack from the School 
Office and submit the enrolment as soon as possible. 

Leaving EHPS?  If your child is transferring to another school, please advise the Office in writing to 
the school email address (essex.heights.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au) as soon as possible. 

 2018 ENROLMENT 
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 MUSIC  

As many of you know already, this year’s Music Count Us In song has been  
released. The students have been listening to it and the Year 5/6s have created  
actions. The song is called Shine Together and was composed by four school  
students (no Essex Heights students this year). The performance date for this year 
falls on the same day as our Showcase, 2nd November, and will take place in the 
Hall at 12.30pm. 

If you don’t know about this event, here is a little info … 

The idea came about as a way of promoting music in schools; each year, one song is 
written and thousands of schools across Australia sing the same song on the same 
day at the same time as a way of joining students, teachers, parents and friends  
nationwide to celebrate the importance of music and community. 

If you would like to listen to this at home, please use the following link: 

http://musicaustralia.org.au/program/countusin/the-song/2017-program-song/ 

or search “MCUI Let it Play” in your web browser. 

Happy singing, 
Tanya Dolence 

On Saturday 16th September, 16 Year 5 and 6 girls were part of the mass 
dance group who performed at Hisense Arena. A big congratulations to 
these g irls for their effort and enthusiasm for the two performances, as 
well as the long rehearsals on the Thursday and Friday. Their hard work  
during weekly school rehearsals si  nce the start of the year paid off and 
their dancing was magnificent. They showed the Essex Heights school values 
and were mature and respectful of others. Essex Heights also had two  
Year 6 boys who were part of the orchestra. All students thought it was so 
exciting and a time they will remember forever. 

http://musicaustralia.org.au/program/countusin/
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 SCIENCE WEEK:  FUTURE EARTH 

Each year the Science Teachers Association of  
Victoria (STAV) involves schools throughout  
Victoria in a theme which aims to focus students 
and teachers. 

This year’s theme is Future Earth. This theme is 
used for Science Talent Search, Science Week and 
much of the Professional Development  
opportunities for teachers. 

At Essex we asked the Waste Education Officer to 
speak to all of the classes about sorting waste into 
the bins in the Monash City Council. 

We learnt that empty glass bottles are recyclable so go in the yellow lid bin and broken glass vessels go 
in the red lid bin for landfill when we live in Monash. 

Plastic bags can be recycled at Coles and Woolworths.  Vivian 56A 

Then the recycled product is made into outdoor furniture.  Tanisha 56A 

If we continue to use landfill it will take up more space and cost a lot more in the future than it 
does now.  Cameron 56A 

The whole school has benefitted from the day and can sort waste more effectively. These skills can  
easily translate to home and business life. What a great Future Earth activity. 

 YEAR 2 OLDEN DAYS 

On Tuesday the Year 2s dressed in Olden Days  
costumes and had activities to celebrate the end of 
our ‘The Past in the Present’ Integrated Unit. 

We played with elastics, quoits, made scones and 
even did the Heel and Toe! 
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Many hands make light work… 

 

With the expert help from Dan O’Mara, Zoe and Adrian Cadenazzi, Caroline and David Thomas,  
Patrick, Jimmy and Bridie O’Mara, Isabella and Max Cadenazzi, Avril and Riley Thomas, Luke and  
Penny Sciacca, and James Douglas we were able to create a new biodiversity garden for Essex 
Heights. 

Thank you to Prestige Plants and Bunnings Notting Hill for the donations made to this project.

 

We had a great first day of Spring, working together for our environment. We turned a weedy slope 
into a beautiful garden for butterflies and native bees. 
 

Grounds Committee and The Sustainability Captains 
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Berita Bahasa Indonesia 

What a wonderful term it has been! Earlier this term, we celebrated our fantastic Sayembara Lisan  
finalists as they showcased their hard work in front of hundreds. Our ‘Hari Indonesia’ was a wonderful 
way to learn more about Indonesia in various settings (Independence Day games, craft activities, dance, 
drumming and cultural sessions). It has been fantastic reflecting with the students and staff about the 
various activities throughout the day. A big TERIMA KASIH (Thank You) once again to all the staff, parents 
and students for all that they put in to Indonesian Day.  

We have also discovered many more wonderful things about Indonesia in our weekly sessions! Here are 
some snapshots of what we have been doing across the school: 

The Indonesian Captains visited the Prep classes this week to work on colours and numbers in  
Indonesian with them. Below are some reflections from students about their Indonesian experiences in 
Prep this term: 

“We learnt about the biggest and stinkiest flower in the world. I liked the Rafflesia. I like that is 
smells. We also got to smell a nice flower from Bali.”  (Nathan, PB) 

“The Rafflesia has white dots on the red petals. Putih (white) is my favourite colour!”  (Jayden, PM) 

“I liked the little ‘Where is the Green Sheep’ book. We made our own book with the Indonesian  
colours.”  (Daisy, PM) 

*Indonesian is basically said how it is spelt except for the ‘c’ which makes a ‘ch’ sound in Indonesian. 

The Year 5/6s have been discussing Batik - a process in which cloth is imprinted with a specific design 
through an elaborate and amazing process. They created their own ‘Batik’ design and have transferred 
that onto special paper to decorate the Indonesian room. Hebat sekali (Awesome)!! 

A special Thank You to the Samosir family for their donation of beautiful  
Javanese Batik fabric from their recent trip! 
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Below are some upcoming events which may be of interest to our EHPS community: 
 

The ASEAN (Association of South East Asian Nations) Festival 

When:    Saturday 28th October from 9am-3pm and Sunday 29th October from 9am-4pm 
Venue:   Queen Victoria Market, Cnr Elizabeth and Victoria Streets, Melbourne 

The ASEAN (Association of South East Asian Nations) Festival unites 10 nations within the South East 
Asian region in celebration with Australia. The festival features cultural development, social clubs, 
authentic food from Melbourne’s top restaurants, music performances and lots of activities for kids 
and grown-ups alike. The multicultural communities of Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam will celebrate their culture and achieve-
ments at this wonderful event. 

This week we have raised money for the Heart Foundation. Our ‘Jump Rope for Heart’ four week 
program finished with big ‘Jump Off’ afternoons for the Years 1 to 4 students. They rotated through 
activities and had a lot of fun keeping their hearts healthy! Thank you to all the wonderful parent 
helpers for making the Wednesday and Thursday afternoons run smoothly and providing the  
children with healthy cut up fruit. We will announce how much we raised next term. 

https://jumprope.everydayhero.do/jumprope2017/Essex_Heights_Primary_School_MOUNT_WAVERLEY_VIC_125465
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 PARENTS & FRIENDS NEWS

Have a great week, 
Andrea F 

Father’s Day Stall 

Thank you to Steph and Willemijn for the great job organising the Father’s Day Stall. I know it’s  
quite a challenge finding new gift ideas each year to please our young shoppers and their dads. 
Also thanks to everyone that helped on the day:  Mina, Andrea J, Jan, Fiona M, Fiona S, Anusha 
and her mum, Soye, Nicole, Sam, Sophie, Steph T, Dee, Heather, Helen, and anyone we may have 
missed. 

Father’s Day BBQ 

What a great turn out for the Father’s Day BBQ. Thank you to Betty, Fiona, Kaye, Andrea J, 
Steph T, Jan, Jen, and Steph for all their efforts to make the night a success. We hope the change 
of time allowed some fathers that found it difficult to attend the breakfast functions the  
opportunity to attend. 

Fun Run 

It has been a while since the FUN RUN, but I wanted to congratulate and thank all the students 
and families for their efforts in raising over $9000. The Fun Run is one of our major fundraisers and 
the proceeds go to further enhancing the playground. Special thanks to the following students 
that all raised over $100 dollars; their prizes were handed out at Assembly: 

Zachary N (PB)      Zoe S (PB)      Oliver S (PL)      Finn C (1P)      Jai S (1P) 

Allison S (1P)      India C (1G)      Thanasi P (1D)      Hridhaan S (1D)      Phileas L (2LB) 

Karl S (2D)      Oliver S (3G)      Ruby M (4CT)      Kyla W (4CT)      Brandon L (4G) 

Gemma M (4G)      Charlotte N (4G)      Kayla S (4R)      Azaan H (5/6T) 

The class that raised both the highest funds and had the most $20 or more fundraisers was 1P. 

Thank you for the enthusiastic response to 
this year’s Woolworths Earn & Learn program. 
The program is now closed. 

We collected 37,500 stickers - a fantastic 
effort! These will be redeemed for resources 
for our school. 

 SUSTAINABILITY TEAM 

Recycling Bin Roster 

Thank you to our volunteers who put the yellow lidded recycling bins out: 

Sunday 1st October  ...............  Thomas family 
Sunday 15th October  .............  Ziv family 
Sunday 29th October  .............  Ziv family 
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 MUNCH & CRUNCH CANTEEN 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday - lunch orders only. 
No over the counter sales. 2017 menu available in the Office. 

Canteen Roster 

Please remember to sign the Visitor’s Register in the Office before coming to the Canteen. 

Monday 9th October at 11.15am  ...........  Monica Fulton 

Wednesday 11th October at 9.30am ......  Fiona Materia 

Friday 13th October at 10am  ..................  Amanda Kelsall, Erica Baddeley & Bee Bee The 

If you are unable to do your rostered duty, please contact Maria as soon as possible. 
If you have any queries, please call Maria on 0409 934 573. 

After School Dance classes are offered on Tuesdays and Wednesdays for Prep to Year 6 students. 
Classes will take place in the Stadium. Classes begin at 3.40pm and finish at 4.25pm. 

The Term 4 After School Dance program dates are: 

Prep to Year 2:   Tuesdays, 10th October to 5th December. The cost is $80. 

Years 3 to 6:   Wednesdays, 11th October to 6th December. The cost is $80. 

NOTE:  There will be no classes on Tuesday 7th and Wednesday 8th November. 

Children will participate in a variety of warm up routines, create their own movements through  
activities, and learn a choreographed dance to be performed at the end of the last session for family 
and friends. 

There are currently places available in these classes. If you would like your child to participate, 
please obtain a registration form from the School Office or website, or visit  
creativedanceanddrama.com and request your desired form via the contact page. 

Georgia Lombard 
Creative Dance & Drama 

 AFTER SCHOOL DANCE 

 LUNCHTIME DANCE 

Lunchtime Dance will run in Term 4 for students in Years 1 to 4. The program is for six weeks, 
with each lesson running for 30 minutes. The cost is $40. Classes take place at lunchtime on 
Wednesdays in the Hall, beginning on Wednesday 18th October and concluding on  
Wednesday 29th November. 

NOTE:  There will be no class on Wednesday 8th November. 

Children will participate in a variety of warm up routines, create their own movements through 
activities, and learn a choreographed dance to be performed at the end of the last session for 
family and friends. 

There are currently places available in this class. If you would like your child to participate, 
please obtain a registration form from the School Office or website, or visit  
creativedanceanddrama.com and request your desired form via the contact page. 

Georgia Lombard 
Creative Dance & Drama 

http://www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/after_school_dance_term_4_2017.pdf
http://www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/lunchtime_dance_term_4_2017.pdf
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Products & services advertised in Contact are placed on a paid basis and are not necessarily being promoted  
by Essex Heights Primary School.  

 COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD 
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