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Issue 31, 3rd November 2017 

At EHPS we value:  Friendliness, Honesty, Inclusiveness, Respect, and Persistence 

 

CALENDAR 
November 
Mon 6-Fri 10  .....  Celebration Week 
Tue 7  ................  Melbourne Cup public holiday 
Wed 8  ...............  Prep 2018 Transition Session 2 11.45am 
Thu 9  ................  Yr 1 ‘The Silly Scientist’ incursion & 

Wise Weather Watchers Activity Day 
Sun 12  ..............  Working Bee 10am 
Mon 13  .............  Prep Edendale Farm excursion 
Tue 14  ..............  Yr 2 Royal Botanic Gardens excursion 
Wed 15  .............  Secondhand Uniform Sale 3pm 
Fri 17  ................  School Disco 6pm (P-Yr2) & 7.15pm (Yrs 3-6) 
Tue 21  ..............  Prep 2018 Transition Session 3 11.45am 
Tue 21  ..............  Oxfam Concert 6.30pm 
Fri 24  ................  Yrs 5&6 Values for Life incursion 
Tue 28  ..............  Prep 2018 Information Evening 7pm 

December 
Tue 5  ................  Prep 2018 Orientation Day 
Tue 5  ................  PFA Meeting 7.30pm 

 

Students do not attend school on public holidays  
or student-free days. 

 

Whole School Assembly 
Every Monday at 2.30pm in School Hall. All welcome 

 

School Banking - every Tuesday. 
NOTE:  Wednesday next week due to public holiday 

 

School Hats - every day in Terms 1 & 4. 
 

SCHOOL TOURS 
for enrolments in 2017 & 2018 only  -  Fridays at 9.30am 

Bookings essential - please call School Office 
 

COMPASS PARENT PORTAL 
https://essexheightsps-vic.compass.education 

 

2017 Term Dates 
Term 1:  30 January* to 31 March 
Term 2:  18 April to 30 June 
Term 3:  17 July to 22 September 
Term 4:  9 October to 22 December 
* 30 January is a state wide student free day. 
EHPS student free days:  31 January, 29 May and 18 August. 

2018 Term Dates 
Term 1:  29 January* to 29 March 
Term 2:  16 April to 29 June 
Term 3:  16 July to 21 September 
Term 4:  8 October to 21 December 
* 29 January is a state wide student free day. 
EHPS student free days:  30 January, plus 2 additional days (dates 

to be confirmed) 

 
 
Essex Heights Primary School 
22-30 Essex Road 
Mount Waverley VIC 3149 
Telephone:  (03) 9807 4944 
Fax:  (03) 9888 2249 
essex.heights.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au 

Principal:  Mr George Perini 

Office Hours:  8.30am to 4.30pm Monday to Friday  
during school terms 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Dear parents and guardians, 

Showcase 2017:  What an amazing night!!!! 

Last night was my first experience of Showcase at Essex 
Heights and what a truly outstanding night it was. This 
marvellous community event is a celebration of the talent 
of our students and the quality of our classroom music and 
instrumental music programs. The quality of the show and 
its diversity of performance is a beacon for many other 
schools. The children’s performances not only impressed 
our families and staff, but the staff at Robert Blackwood 
Hall as well. Congratulations to Tanya Dolence,  
Alyssa Kennedy and Con Papanicolaou for all their hard 
work organising this year’s Showcase. 

Thank you to all the parents and friends who attended and 
supported the children. Having an appreciative audience is 
a highlight for the children and is the major reason for 
their enjoyment and enthusiasm to perform. Thanks also 
to all the teaching and support staff for the weeks of  
preparation and rehearsal with the children, and for their 
work in supervision and carrying out key responsibilities 
last night. 

Our Music Captains really made us all feel so proud with 
their musical ability, versatility, enthusiasm and their  
public speaking skills. Jeremy, Chika and Audrey have been 
amazing leaders this year and we thank them for their  
dedication and hard work. 

A special thanks must go to our amazing group of  
instrumental music teachers that make our program so 
sought after and prestigious. Coordinated by  
Alyssa Kennedy they are a highly skilled and professional 
team of musicians and teachers. We are so fortunate to 
have them teaching our children at Essex Heights. They are 
the reason we have a high quality program at the school. 

… continued 

Melbourne Cup 
Public Holiday 

on Tuesday 

No students at school 

https://essexheightsps-vic.compass.education/
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Permission Forms and Payment: 

Year Activity & Due Date 

Prep  ......  Edendale Farm - 6 November 

Year 1  ...  The Silly Scientist - 3 November 

Year 2  ...  Royal Botanic Gardens - 8 November 

Year 6  ...  Graduation Bear (optional) -  
 19 November 

Years 5 & 6  ..........  Values for Life -  
 19 November 

Whole School  ......  Showcase DVD & USB order - 
9 November 

  Working Bee - 10 November 

Payment and consent via Compass Pay preferred 
(where applicable). 

Payment can be made at the Office: 
Cash (correct amount please; no change available) 
Cheque (payable to ‘Essex Heights Primary School’) 
Credit card/EFTPOS (Visa or MasterCard). 

If paying online, BPay details are on your  

Finally, a big thank you must go to Tanya Dolence, our  
talented classroom Music teacher, for her amazing work in 
preparation of the many choirs and marimba ensembles 
throughout the year. Tanya leads the meticulous planning 
and organisation of Showcase as well as the production on 
the night. Great work and thanks Tanya! 

Well done to all at Essex Heights, a great community event! 

World Teachers Day 

The United Nations' (UN) World Teachers' Day annually 
acknowledges the efforts of teachers in an increasingly  
complex, multicultural and technological 
society. It is a day on which students, 
parents and community members can 
demonstrate their appreciation for the 
contributions that teachers have made 
to their community. 

In our rapidly changing and interdependent world, teachers 
not only have to ensure that students acquire solid skills in 
basic subjects, but also that they become responsible local 
and global citizens, at ease with new technologies and able to 
make informed decisions about health, the environment and 
other challenges. 

Our teaching staff at Essex Heights are passionate, dedicated, 
caring and committed to the learning of each child at this 
school. This is a perfect opportunity to acknowledge their 
hard work and determination to offer your children the best 
possible learning experience in their primary years of  
schooling. I acknowledge their exemplary dedication and  
enthusiasm in their ability to provide an outstanding learning 
environment for all students at Essex Heights Primary School. 

Thanks also to the Essex Heights PFA, who provided a  
‘thank you’ morning tea and amazing lunch for all the staff 
yesterday. This is an annual event and the staff really  
appreciates this lovely gesture on behalf of the PFA and the 
whole community. It was particularly welcome on Showcase 
day, as this is a big day for staff. 

Additional thanks to our wonderful Education Support (ES) 
staff who also provided the teachers with a morning tea on 
Tuesday, as their way of celebrating World Teacher’s Day. 

Music: Count Us In!! 

The performance of this year’s Music Count Us In song – 
Shine Together - was held at 12.30pm yesterday. 

The students have been listening to it and the Year 5/6s 
created actions; it was also performed by the whole 
school at Showcase last night. 

The idea of Music: Count Us In came about as a way of  
promoting music in schools; each year, one song is written 
and thousands of schools across Australia sing the same song, 
on the same day, at the same time, as a way of joining  
students, teachers, parents and friends nationwide to  
celebrate the importance of music and community. 

… continued 

  November 

 3rd  .......  Kostas D 
  Leah A 

 4th  .......  Jonas L 
  Sienna P 

 5th  .......  Bryan X 
  Edward C 
  Natalene H 

 6th  .......  Ming Z 

 7th  .......  Oscar W 
  Androniki L 

 8th  .......  Daniel H 

 9th  .......  Finn C 

http://www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/the_silly_scientist_yr_1_term_4.pdf
http://www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/working_bee_12_november_2017.pdf
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Monday 6th November 

As we move closer to the Melbourne Cup public holiday (Tuesday 7th November), it is 
timely to remind everyone that Monday 6th November is a normal school day. I am aware 
that some families are able to make a long weekend of it, and if that is your family’s 
choice, then please ensure that you enter your child’s absence on Compass before the 
weekend; it is also recommended, and appreciated, if you also send an email via  
Compass to your child’s teacher advising them of the absence. As a consequence, on the 
Monday, depending upon the rate of attendance in each year level, some reorganisation 
may need to occur in classes to provide the best program for the children. 
 

George Perini 
Principal 

Leaving EHPS? 
We are well underway with 2018 planning. If your child/children are leaving EHPS, and you  

haven’t yet advised us, please notify us in writing to the school email -  
essex.heights.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  

- as soon as possible. Please advise your child’s name, class, date of last day at EHPS, and  
the school they are moving to. 

In 1918, the Armistace, recognising the end of hostilities of World War 1, was signed on the  
11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month. Now, on 11th November each year, Remembrance Day 
is observed with a minutes silence to pay gratitude to those who died, especially soldiers with no 
known grave. 

Year 6 students will be selling poppies and other items to raise funds for Legacy on Monday, 
Wednesday and Thursday next  week. 

 WORKING BEE 

All families are invited to participate in our Working Bee on Sunday 12th November 2017,  
anytime from 10am until 2pm. Please bring your gardening gloves, and if possible, additional  
weeding tools, wheelbarrows and metal rakes. 

It will be a fun day for parents and children to join together and enjoy beautifying the school grounds 
by: 

 weeding and mulching, especially the front of school 
 general tidying of the school grounds 
 distributing soft fall around the Prep playground, the Cubby, and the Fitness Station 
 weeding the Swale, refill with gravel and additional river rock. 

The more the merrier! Please complete the form distributed last week to indicate your  
availability for the day, and hand in to the classroom teacher or School Office before  
Friday 10th November. 

http://www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/working_bee_12_november_2017.pdf
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Thursday 2nd November at 6.30pm at Robert Blackwood Hall, Monash University 
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PROGRAMS:  Remaining copies of the Showcase program are available from the Office. 

DVD & USB ORDER:  A professionally produced DVD or USB of Showcase is available to order.  
DVDs are $25 each and USBs are $30 each. Order envelopes were included with the Showcase  
program booklet. If you require another order envelope, please collect one from the Office. Order 
envelope including payment must be returned to the Office by next Thursday, 9th November. 

Phileas L & Timothy F 
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 MUSIC  

Oxfam Concert 

On Tuesday 21st November at 6.30pm for 7pm, the Essex Heights Guitar Ensemble  
and Chamber Choir have been invited to perform as part of the 49th Oxfam Festival,  
to be held at Box Hill Town Hall. This will be a wonderful opportunity for the students 
to share their talents with the broader community and perform in an amazing venue. 

Happy singing & performing, 
Tanya Dolence 

 YEAR 6 GRADUATION 

As is tradition at Essex Heights, Year 6 students are given the chance to remember their 
friends and teachers by purchasing a Graduation Bear. This is a very popular way to celebrate 
their time at primary school, and as it is a busy time for the company we need to place an  
order as soon as possible. The Bear stands at thirty-seven centimetres tall with movable arms 
and legs. They all come with their own pen attached. They are of high quality and come in a 
plastic bag for protection. The Bears are $18 each. If you want to order a bear, the order and 
payment must be returned to school by 19th November. 

 HEALTH CENTRE 

Head Lice reminder 

I have seen a few cases of head lice across the school lately. This is just a reminder to check your 
child’s hair regularly. Please read the link below on checking and treatment for head lice: 

https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/conditionsandtreatments/head-lice-nits 

Please let myself or the class teacher know if head lice are found so we can promote class checks 
and therefore reduce the spread. 

Earlier this year a parent sent in this glowing recommendation of a product that she has had  
success with in treating her children for head lice. Again, regular checking and tying back long hair 
is effective in helping prevent the spread, but I am always keen to hear of success with a product 
so I can share with you to help manage these pesky creatures: 

“I highly recommend Nyda (http://nydasolution.com.au/). It's a newish treatment that 
doesn't use insecticides (so it doesn't smell awful or irritate skin). It's got lightweight  
silicone oils which smother both the lice and eggs, just comb it in, leave for a few hours and 
the job is done. I've tried everything else and nothing is as simple or effective as this. It does 
take a couple of washes to get all of the oil out.” 

Thanks for this, and happy to help anytime if there’s an issue for your child/family. 

Julie Zuk 
First Aid Officer  

We will still be doing School Banking next week, but because of the 
public holiday on Tuesday (and therefore school will be closed), please 
send your deposit books on Wednesday (8th November). 

Angela Millan 
School Banking Coordinator 

 SCHOOL BANKING 

https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/conditionsandtreatments/head-lice-nits
http://nydasolution.com.au/
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 MUNCH & CRUNCH CANTEEN 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday - lunch orders only. 
No over the counter sales. 2017 menu available in the Office. 

Canteen Roster 

Please remember to sign the Visitor’s Register in the Office before coming to the Canteen. 

Monday 6th November at 11.15am  .......  Sarah Cobelli & Stephanie Wendler-Canning 

Wednesday 8th November at 9.30am  ....  Sophie Sautner 

Friday 10th November at 10am  ..............  Eling Chen & Sherry Yip 

If you are unable to do your rostered duty, please contact Maria as soon as possible. 
If you have any queries, please call Maria on 0409 934 573. 

Before School Care:   7.00am to 8.45am Monday to Friday 
After School Care:   3.30pm to 6.00pm Monday to Friday 

Vacation/Holiday Care & Student-free (Curriculum) Day:   7.00am to 6.00pm 
Phone:  9807 2615 

 BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE 

Activities planned for next week at After School Care are: 

Monday  .........  Melbourne Cup hat making and decorating 
Tuesday  .........  PUBLIC HOLIDAY - no students at school 
Wednesday  ...  Decorating Jockey Silks and Hats 
Thursday  .......  Horse Puppets 
Friday  ............  Peg Horses 

 PARENTS & FRIENDS NEWS

Secondhand Uniform Stall 

Wednesday 15th November in the Stadium from 3pm to 3.45pm 

Helpers needed from 2.30pm. Donations can be left at the Office  
or in the lost property boxes. Please mark the bag "donations";  
remove your child's name from the items and please, no "old" logo 
items, or stained or torn items! 

School Disco – 17th November 

The notice, including permission form, have been distributed. Please return the form and payment 

as soon as possible to assist with planning. If you have a current Working with Children Check 
(WWCC) and can help out with supervision, please sign up at tinyurl.com/2017disco. 

Mango Fundraiser 

Thanks to everyone who supported this fundraiser by placing an order. Your mangoes are 
expected to be delivered in late November/early December. 

World Teachers’ Day Lunch 

Thank you to Fiona for coordinating the World Teachers’ Day Lunch last Thursday, and 
thanks also to all the helpers - Sophie, Mina, Cindy and her very helpful 3 year old  
daughter, Nicole, Steph T, Steph W, and Sharon - and all those that provided a plate.  
Well done on providing such an amazing spread to say thank you to the Essex Heights 
teachers and staff for all that they do for our children. 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c084aada829a2ff2-disco1
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 COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD 
Products & services advertised in Contact are placed on a paid basis and are not necessarily being promoted  
by Essex Heights Primary School.  
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