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Issue 35, 1st December 2017 

At EHPS we value:  Friendliness, Honesty, Inclusiveness, Respect, and Persistence 

 

CALENDAR 
November 
Fri 17  ................  School Disco 6pm (P-Yr2) & 7.15pm (Yrs 3-6) 
Tue 21  ..............  Prep 2018 Transition Session 3 11.45am 
Tue 21  ..............  Oxfam Concert 6.30pm 
Fri 24  ................  Yrs 5&6 Values for Life incursion 
Tue 28  ..............  Prep 2018 Information Evening 7pm 

December 
Tue 5  ................  Prep 2018 Orientation Day 
Tue 5  ................  PFA Meeting 7.30pm 
Tue 12  ..............  Yr 7 2018 Orientation Day 
Tue 19  ..............  Yr 6 Graduation Lunch 1.30pm 
Tue 19  ..............  Yr 6 Graduation Evening & Disco 6pm 
Thu 21  ..............  Yr 6 Big Day Out 
Thu 21  ..............  Prep Celebration Day 
Fri 22  ................  Last day Term 4 - 1.30pm dismissal 
 
?????  ...............  Yrs 1 to 6 starting 2018 Orientation Day 

 
 
 
 

Students do not attend school on public holidays  
or student-free days. 

 

Whole School Assembly 
Every Monday at 2.30pm in School Hall. All welcome 

 

School Banking - every Tuesday. 
 

School Hats - every day in Terms 1 & 4. 
 

SCHOOL TOURS 
for enrolments in 2017 & 2018 only  -  Fridays at 9.30am 

Bookings essential - please call School Office 
 

COMPASS PARENT PORTAL 
https://essexheightsps-vic.compass.education 

 

2017 Term Dates 
Term 1:  30 January* to 31 March 
Term 2:  18 April to 30 June 
Term 3:  17 July to 22 September 
Term 4:  9 October to 22 December 
* 30 January is a state wide student free day. 
EHPS student free days:  31 January, 29 May and 18 August. 

2018 Term Dates 
Term 1:  29 January* to 29 March 
Term 2:  16 April to 29 June 
Term 3:  16 July to 21 September 
Term 4:  8 October to 21 December 
* 29 January is a state wide student free day. 
EHPS student free days:  30 January, plus 2 additional days (dates 

to be confirmed) 

 
 
Essex Heights Primary School 
22-30 Essex Road 
Mount Waverley VIC 3149 
Telephone:  (03) 9807 4944 
Fax:  (03) 9888 2249 
essex.heights.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au 

Principal:  Mr George Perini 

Office Hours:  8.30am to 4.30pm Monday to Friday  
during school terms 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Dear parents and guardians, 

ArtSEL 

This year we have trialled an innovative and very important 
curriculum initiative at Essex Heights. ArtSEL (Art and  
Social and Emotional Learning) was taught as a pilot  
program in a range of classes from Years 1 to 6. The aim of 
the ARTSEL program is to build the children’s resilience and 
meet the requirements of the Victorian Curriculum in the 
Arts. 

ArtSEL is a practical hands on, active educational experience 
where children learn the tools to achieve success in  
emotional management, situational awareness and  
academic achievement. The social and emotional  
component of this program is complemented by 2D Visual 
Arts projects, which are aligned with the Victorian  
Curriculum, and the social competency that the children are 
learning each week. 

As a result of this amazing pilot program many of our  
classrooms are now filled with these beautiful art works 
that reflect messages about ‘positive self-talk’, ‘recognising 
and regulating emotions’ and ‘engaging in positive social 
interactions’. 

… continued 

CALENDAR 
December 
Tue 5  ................  Prep 2018 Orientation Day 
Tue 5  ................  After School Dance (P-Yr 2) performance 
Tue 5  ................  PFA Meeting 7.30pm 
Wed 6  ...............  Parent Helpers & Volunteers Morning Tea 
Wed 6  ...............  After School Dance (Yrs 3 6) performance 
Tue 12  ..............  Yr 7 2018 Orientation Day 
Tue 12  ..............  Orientation Day for new Yrs 1-6 students 
Thu 14  ..............  BASC Christmas Party 
Tue 19  ..............  Yr 6 Graduation Lunch 1.30pm 
Tue 19  ..............  Yr 6 Graduation Evening & Disco 6pm 
Thu 21  ..............  Prep Celebration Day 
Thu 21  ..............  Yr 6 Big Day Out 
Fri 22  ................  Last day Term 4 - 1.30pm dismissal 

 

Students do not attend school on public holidays  
or student free days. 

 
 

Whole School Assembly 
Every Monday at 2.30pm in School Hall. All welcome 

 

School Banking - every Tuesday. 
 

School Hats - every day in Terms 1 & 4. 
 

COMPASS PARENT PORTAL 
https://essexheightsps-vic.compass.education 

 

SCHOOL TOURS 
for enrolments in 2017 & 2018 only  -  Fridays at 9.30am 

Bookings essential - please call School Office 
 
 
 

2017 Term Dates 
Term 1:  30 January* to 31 March 
Term 2:  18 April to 30 June 
Term 3:  17 July to 22 September 
Term 4:  9 October to 22 December 
* 30 January is a state wide student free day. 
EHPS student free days:  31 January, 29 May and 18 August. 

2018 Term Dates 
Term 1:  29 January* to 29 March 
Term 2:  16 April to 29 June 
Term 3:  16 July to 21 September 
Term 4:  8 October to 21 December 
* 29 January is a state wide student free day. 
EHPS student free days:  30 January, plus 2 additional days (dates 

to be confirmed) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Essex Heights Primary School 
22-30 Essex Road 
Mount Waverley VIC 3149 
Telephone:  (03) 9807 4944 
Fax:  (03) 9888 2249 
essex.heights.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au 

Principal:  Mr George Perini 

Office Hours:  8.30am to 4.30pm Monday to Friday  
during school terms 

Parent Helpers &  

Volunteers Thank You 

Morning Tea 

Next Wednesday, 6th December  

from 10.45am to 11.30am in the Hall 

We are so fortunate to have a large number of  

volunteers at EHPS. We greatly appreciate and would 

like to acknowledge the effort, time and commitment 

put in by our volunteer parents and  

community members. 

Come along to the Thank You Morning Tea  

next Wednesday at 10.45am for a delicious  

morning tea. 

https://essexheightsps-vic.compass.education/
https://essexheightsps-vic.compass.education/
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The ARTSEL program also provides ‘home links’ to parents 
where conversations and reflective activities are encouraged 
as a family to support social competencies at school, and to 
encourage common language both at home and at school. 
Please feel free to have a walk around the school and have a 
look at some of the wonderful work on display as part of our 
ARTSEL program. 

The project has had such positive feedback from parents,  
students and staff, that it has been decided that all children 
should experience this new and important curriculum. From 
next year, all classes will have ArtSEL classes for a semester. 
This will form part of their 2D Art curriculum and Nikki Olsen 
will teach this innovative program in 2018. 

Finally, I would like to acknowledge the dedicated work of 
Carolyn W, Con P, and Nikki  O who have led this pilot  
program this year and have made such an impact upon the 
learning of so many children. 

Piano and Keyboard Concert 

On Monday night I had the pleasure of attending the end of 
year Piano and Keyboard Concert. It was so pleasing to see 
the progress so many children have made throughout the 
year. All the children were well prepared and played with 
confidence. The range of music was so varied and  
entertaining. I am always amazed at the talented young  
musicians that we have at our school, and last Monday was 
no exception. I would like to thank Maurice and Sasha for 
preparing the children so well all year, which obviously  
culminates in this concert and AMEB exams. Also a special 
vote of thanks to Alyssa Kennedy, our Instrumental Music 
Coordinator, for her meticulous planning and coordination of 
our exceptional program. Last but not least, I would like to 
thank all the parents who supported their children by  
attending the concert. Your continual support is greatly  
appreciated and I know that the children really love to play 
for an encouraging and friendly audience. 

December 

 2nd  ......  Alexia V 
  Elaine P 

 4th  ......  Donnie R 
  Errol S 

 5th  ......  Evie B 

 6th  ......  Yuna L 
  Edyn B 
  Luke C 

 7th  ......  Angela C 
  Aleko K 
  Jai S 
  Edolie R 
  Jack F 

Permission Forms and Payment: 

Group Activity & Due Date 

Chorale & 
Chamber Strings  ..  Elizabeth Gardens Christmas 

Carolling * - 5 December 

* On Compass. Payment and consent via Compass 
Pay preferred. 

Payment can be made at the Office: 
Cash (correct amount please; no change available) 
Cheque (payable to ‘Essex Heights Primary School’) 
Credit card/EFTPOS (Visa or MasterCard). 

If paying online, BPay details are on your  
family statement. 
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Woolworths Chadstone Opening 

Our amazing Chamber Choir were again performing  
yesterday at the re-opening of the refurbished  
Woolworths Supermarket in Chadstone. Led by  
Tanya Dolence and supported by a loyal group of  
parents, the choir performed a series of songs that,  
as always, was beautiful and perfectly executed.  
The staff at the store were surprised at the quality 
and standard of our Chamber Choir, but of course I 
assured them that I was not surprised at all. Well 
done again to Tanya and the whole Choir for their 
amazing singing, for their preparedness to perform 
and for being excellent ambassadors of our school. 

Visiting the new Deli at Woolworths Chadstone 

Parent Helpers Morning Tea 

At Essex Heights, we are so fortunate to have such a large number of volunteers that support and help 
our school in so many different ways. We greatly appreciate it and would like to acknowledge and 
thank everyone that gives so generously of their time. The Parent Helpers Morning Tea will be held on 
Wednesday 6th December at 10.45am in the Hall, and we would love to see a large group of  
volunteers attending. This event gives the staff an opportunity to show their appreciation of all the 
effort, time and commitment put in by our volunteer parents and community members. A delicious 
morning tea is planned, so please keep the morning free. 
 
 
I look forward to seeing you around the school and at the morning tea! 

George Perini 
Principal 

Good work 

This week I had the pleasure of seeing the excellent work being produced 
by some of our younger children. Nathan and Agastya from Prep B read 
their story to me about what they had done on the weekend. Their work 
was well written and they had taken great care with their handwriting.  
Excellent work boys. 

Terry from Prep M came to show me his work too. Lucas accompanied him. 
Terry had met all the criteria for his story and had completed it with little 
assistance. Great work Terry. Nathan & Agastya Terry & Lucas 
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A link to the CSEF Application Form was sent to families via Compass. 
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 MUSIC  

Happy singing & performing, 
Tanya Dolence 

Elizabeth Gardens Carol Singing 

Chorale and Chamber Strings have been invited to perform for the elderly residents living at 
the Elizabeth Gardens Residential Aged Care Hostel on Wednesday 6th December.  
The students will be performing some Christmas Carols and then chatting with the Elizabeth 
Gardens residents. This is a great opportunity for students to perform as well as to create a 

positive experience for the elderly members of our community. 

Students will be meeting at 1.30pm and depart EHPS at 1.45pm.  
We will perform at approximately 2.15pm and then return to EHPS  
by 3.15pm. 

For this to take place, we need some help from parents. If anyone is 
available to drive students to and from Elizabeth Gardens, would you 
please email Ms Dolence. 

To ensure we have a safe environment for all students, this is a reminder as the end of year  
approaches and class parties and celebrations begin: 

CHILDREN WITH FOOD ALLERGIES 

Essex Heights Primary School has a number of children who suffer from food allergies, including 
severe life threatening food allergies known as anaphylaxis. Any food can cause anaphylaxis but 
generally these foods account for 90% of all reactions:  peanuts, tree nuts, shellfish, fish, milk, egg, 
sesame, soy and wheat. 

Any food brought into the school can have serious consequences to children at risk. We ask  
parents, students and staff to be sensitive to the critical needs of these children at school who 
have severe food allergies. 

Due to the large number of children with nut allergies we request that nuts, foods that contain 
nuts and nut products such as Nutella and peanut butter, are not consumed at school at any 
time. 

If food is brought in to share for a birthday or special occasion, please speak to the teacher and 
provide the teacher with a printed list of ingredients before distributing. 

Parents of children with food allergies may choose to provide an alternative “treat“ to be kept 
with the class teacher for these occasions. 

Any concerns, please talk to me in the Health Centre between 11am and 3pm. 

Julie Zuk 
First Aid Officer  

 HEALTH CENTRE 



 

EHPS Contact Issue 35 - 1 December 2017 Page 6 of 10 

 MUNCH & CRUNCH CANTEEN 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday - lunch orders only. 
No over the counter sales. 2017 menu available in the Office. 

Canteen Roster 

Please remember to sign the Visitor’s Register in the Office before coming to the Canteen. 

Monday 4th December at 11.15am  ..............  Angela Barwick 

Wednesday 6th December at 9.30am  ..........  Helen Giakoumatos & Karen Lam 

Friday 8th December at 10am  ......................  Shabana Hakim & Cindy Chhit 

If you are unable to do your rostered duty, please contact Maria as soon as possible. 
If you have any queries, please call Maria on 0409 934 573. 

Before School Care:   7.00am to 8.45am Monday to Friday 
After School Care:   3.30pm to 6.00pm Monday to Friday 

Vacation/Holiday Care & Student-free (Curriculum) Day:   7.00am to 6.00pm 
Phone:  9807 2615 

 BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE 

Dear Families, 

Just a reminder that we need your accounts brought up to date. 

If your child is going to attend the Before and After Care Christmas Party can you please put 
their name down on the RSVP sheets which will be out during program hours. The party is on 
Thursday 14th December in the Hall from 3.30pm to 6pm. All food will be provided. 

Activities planned for next week are: 

Monday  ...............  Paper Christmas Strip Trees 

Tuesday  ...............  Christmas Chocolate Fudge Puddings 

Wednesday  ..........  Colour sketch board ornaments 

Thursday  ..............  Christmas Movie: The Polar Express 

Friday  ...................  Christmas Angels 

Finally I would like to thank the families that gave up their time to be part of the program’s 
information short film. I really appreciate it. 

Thank you, 
Paul Davis 

Last Day for 2017 

Please note that Friday 15th December will be the last Canteen day this year. 

The last day that sushi will be available for this year will be next Wednesday, 6th December, as the  
supplier will be on holidays after that. 

Thank You 

Thank you to all my wonderful volunteers for their dedication throughout the year - much 
appreciated. Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and a happy holiday. 

Maria Vlahos 
Canteen Manager 
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 PARENTS & FRIENDS NEWS

Have a great week, 
Andrea F 

Mangoes 

Thank you to Sharon and Fiona for organising the Mango fundraiser this year. I hope 
everyone enjoys these healthy summer treats. Thanks also to Barb, Jo and Gael for 
their assistance in the Office. 

PFA Meeting – Tuesday 5th December at 7.30pm 

On Tuesday we will have our last meeting for the year and will be reviewing our 2017 events, 
the funds we raised, and discussing how the money can best be used to help the children and 
school. Please join us. 

Secondhand Uniforms 

Remember to please keep the donations coming in!!  We have 
new families contacting us regularly and always have high demand 
at the start of the school year. 

Donations can be made at any time, simply place your bag of  
pre loved items, marked "donations" in a lost property box.  
Please remember to remove your child's name from the items, 
and please no "old" logo items or stained or torn items! 

 AFTER SCHOOL DANCE 

The After School Dance students have been working hard on their routines and are ready to 
perform for you. Performing for an audience is a special part of the program and very exiting 
for the dancers. The performances will take place at 4.15pm in the Stadium: 

Prep to Year 2  ......  Tuesday 5th December 
Years 3 to 6  ..........  Wednesday 6th December 

Please wait outside to allow time for students to rehearse, and we will invite you in just  
before they are about to start. 

In 2018, the Tuesday After School Dance class for Prep to Year 2 students will continue,  
running from Tuesday 20th February to Tuesday 26th March. The cost is $60. 

The After School Dance class for Years 3 to 6 will not run in 2018, however a lunchtime class 
will be offered for students in these year levels from Term 2. 

Thank you for enrolling your child in the Creative Dance Program this year. 

Georgia Lombard 
Creative Dance & Drama 
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 COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD 
Products & services advertised in Contact are placed on a paid basis and are not necessarily being promoted  
by Essex Heights Primary School.  

Look! There’s a Dog at School 
A fun rhyming story about a dog named Summer. 

She would like us all to be kind to each other. 
Meet her friends and see them play, 

It’s a happy life being Summer dog, especially on 

a school day. 
Written by Annette Van Zetten  

(Story Dogs volunteer) 

An early learning picture book for children  

ages 4 to 10. 

$17.95 per copy (includes a donation to  

Story Dogs when purchased from my website – 

www.annettevanzetten.com) 

http://annettevanzetten.com/index.html
http://annettevanzetten.com/index.html


 

EHPS Contact Issue 35 - 1 December 2017 Page 10 of 10 


