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Issue 40, 14th December 2018 

At EHPS we value:  Friendliness, Honesty, Inclusiveness, Respect, and Persistence 

 

CALENDAR 
January 
Tue 29  ...............  Term 1 commences & Student-free Day 
Wed 30  .............  EHPS Student-free Day 
Thu 31  ..............  Yrs 1 to 6 students commence 
Thu 31  ...............  Prep SEA Interviews 

February 
Fri 1-Wed 6  .......  Prep SEA Interviews 
Mon 4  ...............  Swim Team trials 
Thu 7  ................  Prep students commence - 1.30pm finish 
Fri 8-Fri 15  ........  Prep students commence - 2.30pm finish 
Wed 13  .............  PFA Meeting 7.30pm 
Mon 18  .............  Prep students full time - 8.50am-3.30pm 
Tue 26  ...............  Monash District Swimming Carnival 

March 
Fri 1  ...................  Welcome BBQ & Disco 
Mon 11  .............  Labour Day public holiday 

April 
Fri 5  ...................  Term 1 ends - 2.30pm dismissal 
Tue 23  ...............  Term 2 starts 
Thu 25  ...............  ANZAC Day public holiday 

June 
Mon 10  .............  Queen’s Birthday public holiday 
Fri 28  .................  Term 2 ends - 2.30pm dismissal 

July 
Mon 15  .............  Term 3 starts 

September 
Fri 20  .................  Term 3 ends - 2.30pm dismissal 

October 
Mon 7  ...............  Term 4 starts 

November 
Fri 1  ...................  Showcase 
Tue 5  .................  Melbourne Cup public holiday 

December 
Fri 20  .................  Term 4 ends - 1.30pm dismissal 

 

Students do not attend school on public holidays  
or student-free days. 

 

2019 Term Dates 
Term 1:  29 January* to 5 April 
Term 2:  23 April to 28 June 
Term 3:  15 July to 20 September 
Term 4:  7 October to 20 December 
* 29 January is a state wide student free day. 
EHPS student-free days: 30 January, and 2 further dates to be advised 

 
 

COMPASS PARENT PORTAL 
https://essexheightsps-vic.compass.education 

 
 

Essex Heights Primary School 
22-30 Essex Road 
Mount Waverley VIC 3149 
Telephone:  (03) 9807 4944 
Fax:  (03) 9888 2249 
essex.heights.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au 

Principal:  Mr George Perini 

Office Hours:  8.30am to 4.30pm Monday to Friday  
during school terms. The Office will close to-
day, Friday 21st December, and will reopen 
on Tuesday 29th January 2019. 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Dear Essex Heights Community, 

Farewell to 2018 

As we come to the end of another year it is very timely to 
think of the many successes in and outside of the  
classroom. Academically our children have continued to 
succeed in numerous ways. NAPLAN and ICAS results,  
competitions in Art, Science Talent Search, Multimedia and 
Indonesian. In sport we have had a very successful year 
having excellent results in Swimming, Athletics, Cross 
Country and many inter school sporting events. Special 
days such as Grandparents Day, the Carnival, Book Week, 
camps, as well as interesting educational excursions and 
incursions have made sure that positive learning  
experiences occurred outside of formal lesson time. The 
focus on children reaching their personal goals has always 
been a priority. 

I would like to thank our School  
Councillors, led by Kristen Steer, who 
contribute to the governance of the 
school and its strategic direction. This 
year the council have overseen the 
School Review, the development of the new School  
Strategic Plan (2019-2022) as well as ensuring that the 
school meets all compliance standards from the Victorian 
Registration and Qualifications Authority (VRQA). Thanks 
also to the PFA, led by Andrea Fyfe and the PFA  
Committee, for organising amazing school events, e.g. the 
Carnival, for our community as well as supporting so many 
others for students e.g. Fun Run. A huge thanks to our 
wonderful school volunteers because without your help we 
would be much the poorer. 

https://essexheightsps-vic.compass.education/
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 December 

 22nd  ......  Alvin H 
  Noah N 
  Bryan K 
  Isla P 
  Hudson B 
 23rd  ......  Olivia S 
  Michael G 
 24th  ......  Isabelle N 
 25th  ......  Romesh G 
 26th  ......  Marcus R 
  Anita W 

 January 

 1st  ......  Alma Z 
 2nd  ......  Ryan W 
 3rd  ......  Joyce X 
 4th  ......  Sam T 
  Allison S 
  Darcy K 
 5th  ......  Eric H 
  Edward P 
 6th  ......  Leo D 
 7th  ......  Jill X 
 8th  ......  Stefan V 
 9th  ......  Kaptan M 
 11th  ......  Maddy T 
  Laith B 
  Seunggwon H 
 12th  ......  Jack S 
 14th  ......  Zoe S 
  Joshua M 
  Summer B 
  Ummehani V 
  Janita L 
 

 February 

 1st  ......  Aadit M 
 

 

 27th  ......  Jonathan Z 
  Jessica P 
 28th  ......  Ellie Q 
  Hina M 
 29th  ......  Lara W 
 30th  ......  Jamie R 
 31st  ......  Luca L 
  Caitlin C 
  Erin M 
  Annabelle Z 
  Jiaxuan C 

 

 15th  ......  Daniel S 
 16th  ......  Aidan S 
 17th  ......  Harmony B 
 18th  ......  Tylor Z 
 19th  ......  Maya P 
  Krisha K 
  Grace H 
  Ryan G 
 20th  ......  Lillie K 
  Mason G 
  Rafa S 
 21st  ......  Eleni A 
 22nd  ......  Huzaifa A 
 23rd  ......  Max P 
  Oliver S 
  Gaurav J 
 25th  ......  Aiden S 
  Zoe S 
 26th  ......  Celeste V 
 27th  ......  Nao L 
  Ruby L 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 28th  .......  Victoria Z 
 29th  .......  Siyana R 
  Celine L 
 30th  .......  Mahta A 
  Alexandra K 
  Terry B 
  Ethan N 
  William C 
 31st  .......  Sophia M 
 
 

 Semester 2 Reports 

Semester 2 reports were published on Compass on Wednesday. 

Parents/guardians are reminded to save a copy of your child’s report to an external source so that you 
will have access to it after they leave EHPS (eg secondary school application). Access to the Parent  
Portal on Compass closes when your child leaves EHPS, so you won’t have access to reports. 
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And finally I would like to thank our dedicated and hardworking staff (Teachers, Admin, PSD staff, OSHC staff 
and Instrumental music staff) who have contributed to the growth of children in so many ways and to the 
success of Essex Heights PS in 2018. Their professionalism and the high level of care shown to all of our  
students are all highly valued and acknowledged by our community. 

Year 6 Graduation 

This week our Year 6 students celebrated the end of their primary education at Essex Heights. Tuesday was a 
truly marvellous day. The amazing Graduation Committee did a spectacular job in organising all aspects of the 
day. The luncheon and the setup of the hall was wonderful and the evening celebration was touching and  
inspiring. Our Year 6 students were once again ‘The Stars’ of the show. As they leave Essex Heights for the last 
time today we wish they every success in the future and implore them to always have Essex Heights PS close to 
their hearts. Finally a huge thank you to the staff and all of the parents who helped to make this day so special 
for the Graduating Class of 2018. 

Good Luck and Best wishes to you all!! 

This year The Class of 2018 has donated a beautiful piece of metal art to 
the school. This lovely work is now hanging of the wall outside the  
Library. The school community thanks the Year 6 families for this  
generous and stunning art work. It will be a long-lasting memory of this 
great cohort. 

Special thanks to Dan O’Mara for installing the multi-panel art work earlier in the week. 

A visit from Santa 

On Wednesday afternoon our Prep classes had an extraordinary visit from Santa. We were all so surprised that 
he took the time to deliver individual letters to every Prep student. A few of the children actually ‘saw him’ oh 
so briefly at the front of the school. Ina found the parcel of letters out the front!! They were so cold …. they 
must have come from the North Pole!! The children were so lucky and happy to have Santa reply to the letters 
they had sent earlier in the year!!! How special!! 

As well, 1P received a special letter from Santa that was delivered by the postman, letting them know that he 
had received their class letters and that they were on the ‘nice’ list!!! What great news!! 

Celebrations 

This week there have been many celebrations in the various classes. Some have had class parties, others  
picnics, whilst Year 6 students had a special technology day as well as their Big Day Out. Whatever the activity, 
the children have had lots of fun celebrating a great year with their class teachers. The Christmas spirit was  
certainly in the air. 

Holiday Watering Roster 

Thank you to the seven families who have volunteered to water our gardens over the holidays.  
So to the Sofer, Pham, Smith, Stocker, Pelletier, Garner and Mattrow families, we thank you for  
giving up your time to help keep our plants healthy during the hot summer months. Our school  
community really appreciates your effort. Thank you! 

Walk Up Day 

Wednesday’s ‘Walk Up’ for the children went very well. Please make sure that you spend some time talking to 
your children about the positive things that happened on the day, e.g. What did you like the most about your 
new class? or What were the three best things about walk up today? 

The staff spent many hours working through parent requests to create the best possible and balanced  
combination of children in each class. We believe that these combinations will give each child the best  
opportunity to thrive. 

 Principal’s Report continued 



 

EHPS Contact Issue 41 - 21 December 2018 Page 4 of 18 

Due to continued new enrolments, class lists are not finalised at this stage but the classes were a very strong 
indication of your child’s class for next year. 

At the beginning of the year, class lists will be distributed via the class representatives. 

2019 will again be a wonderful new beginning for every child, filled with opportunities to grow and thrive 
within the Essex Heights Community. 

Updated 2019 Year Level Teachers 

 Principal’s Report continued 

CLASS TEACHERS (Year Level Coordinator in bold) 

Prep Melanie Boyle, Lauren Davies, Shona Misso, Natalie Zaibak/Verity Bright 

Year 1 Victoria Gilbert, Con Papanicolaou, Lisa Burns,Nikki Olsen/Paula Hammond 

Year 2 Kirsten Lightfoot/Anita Dix, Renee Dare, Lena Papadatos/Helen Broderick, Kelvin Tang 

Year 3 Kristi Lloyd, Margaret Fitzpatrick, Carolyn Wilson/Ben Wooster 

Year 4 Alexandra O’Connor, Cassie Dillon, Andrew Russell 

Years 5/6 Maria Capsalis/Anita Dix, Moira Lennon, Chris Cavill, Maria Savva, Marita Steward,  
Emma Ung/Felicity O’Flynn 

Art / ArtSEL Aubrey Hudson and Nikki Olsen (ArtSEL) 

Health & PE Elisha Cotterell 

Indonesian Sarah Edwards 

Music Tanya Dolence 

PSD Kathy Halliday 

Literacy Support Yogi Patel, Magdalene Lim, Kathy Halliday, Jean Elliot 

Literacy Specialist Emma Ung 

Numeracy Specialist Kelvin Tang 

Assistant Principals Ina Kuehlich, Carolyn Wilson/Ben Wooster 

Staffing Updated 
You will notice that Courtnee Johnson and Brianna Golsworthy are not on the list. We congratulate both of 
them on the marvellous news that they will be having babies within first term. Amy Hipwell and Clare King do 
not appear on our staffing list due to their contracts finishing at the end of this year and we wish them both 
well in their future endeavours. Mrs King may well be returning as one of our regular relief teachers, whilst we 
hope that Ms Hipwell will really enjoy her new school. We hope that they will always have fond memories of 
their experience at Essex Heights. Linda Fisher, Annegret Talman and Anne Wootton will all be on leave for  
major parts of the year, and Alex Douros will be on leave for all of next year and is expected to return in 2020. 
Jenny Austin has also announced her retirement effective from the start of the school year and though she will 
be greatly missed, it is the right thing for Jenny and her family. On behalf of our whole community we thank 
them all for their wonderful contribution to the children and the Essex Heights community. 
 

 

On behalf of all the staff, I would like to wish all families a safe and Merry Christmas as well as a  
Happy New Year. I look forward to seeing you all well rested at the start of 2019. 

George Perini   
Principal   
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 Students not returning in 2019 

If your circumstances change over the Summer holidays, and your child will not be returning to EHPS in 2019, 
please advise us by writing to Mr Perini to advise: 
 Child’s name 
 The school they are enrolled in for 2019 
 The reason for leaving EHPS. 

Please write to Mr Perini via the school email - essex.heights.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  

 School Council President 

Dear Essex Heights Families,  

Gosh where has the year gone? It seems like just yesterday, that we were welcoming all our lovely new 
Preps, and watching our excited Year 6's keen to commence their final year, as leaders of our School.   
So much has happened this year at Essex Heights, and at the heart of it all has been much learning, 
growth and development for our children. On behalf of School Council, and all of our families at Essex 
Heights I'd like to say a special thank you to our teachers and staff for their hard work, passion and  
dedication across 2018. All of you contribute every day to make our School great, and we in turn, are 
grateful. 

Best wishes to all of our school community for a safe and peaceful holiday season. I hope you find some 
time to relax and reflect on the year that was! 

See you in 2019, 
Kristen Steer 
School Council President 

 Students on holidays at the start of new school year 

The 2019 school year starts on Tuesday 29th January. Tuesday 29th and Wednesday 30th January are student-
free days at EHPS. Years 1 to 6 students start on Thursday 31st January, and Preps will start on  
Thursday 7th February. 

If your child will be absent at the start of the 2019 school year, please ensure that you record their absence on 
Compass. 

Thank you Piccolino Restaurant for catering for the Year 6 Graduation Lunch. The  
assortment of pasta and garlic pizza were truly delicious. All the students and teachers 
had plenty to eat and were extremely satisfied at the end of the afternoon. The food was 
really yummy and the servings were generous. 

We were truly grateful to Simon for accommodating our request to cater for this event, as 
the restaurant is normally closed for lunch. Thank you once again Simon – Piccolino!!! 

From the Year  6 Graduating Class of 2018 

 Thank You Piccolino! 

55 Blackburn Road, Mount Waverley.  Phone 9887 9903 

mailto:essex.heights.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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 Camps, Sports & Excusions Fund (CSEF) 2019 

CSEF 2019 Application Form available from the Office. 
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 Years 5 & 6 

We would like to thank all of the 5/6 students and families for a phenomenal 2018. As this year comes to a 
close, we reflect on the many memories made within the walls of Banksia. We were fortunate to witness 
such positive social and mental growth among our bright students. We want to wish every Year 5 student a 
rewarding 2019, and every Year 6 student good luck in High School (Essex Heights will miss you!) Next year 
is going to an exciting experience full of change and opportunities … we can’t wait to observe and hear 
about everyone’s new adventures.  

The 5/6 Team 
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 JSC Highwood Aged Care Visit 

I was so proud of the manner in which the Junior School Councillors conducted themselves on our  
excursion to Highwood Aged Care Facility in Burwood. All the students were excellent representatives of 
our school and the residents and carers were very appreciative of the singing and the fact that the stu-
dents were so happy and willing to chat and engage with the residents in such a kind and caring way. 

Ms Capsalis 
Junior School Council Coordinator 

On Tuesday the 18th December we went to the Highwood Aged Care with some members of the J.S.C. It 
was so enjoyable and was so nice to engage with the elderly and just have a chat! 

Zoe S (56M) 

On Tuesday some members of the J.S.C. went to Highwood Court Aged Care to sing Christmas Carols  and 
give gifts to all the residents. The J.S.C. team really enjoyed spreading Christmas spirit and sharing stories 
with them. It made us all really happy to see the smiles on all their faces when we gave them Christmas 
cards and just chatted with them. We had a really enjoyable time and hope to go there again. 

Ruby M and Emma O (56M) 
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 Sustainability Team 
  Coordinator:  Marita Steward 

2018 Aussie Backyard Bird Count Results 

Together we counted more than 2.7 million birds including over 305,000 Rainbow Lorikeets! This puts the 
Rainbow Lorikeet at the top of the count for the fifth consecutive year. 

So, why are Rainbow Lorikeets ruling the roost? 

While the species is ubiquitous today, this hasn’t always been the case. In some parts of Australia, such as 
around Melbourne, the Rainbows were driven out as the urban areas expanded, and even where they were 
still common in the bush, they were largely absent from our cities. 

The rise of the Rainbow Lorikeet highlights the changes in Aussie backyards over the past half century, with 
traditional European-style cottage gardens making way for native backyards which provide the perfect place 
for these nectar-loving birds to forage on flowers of eucalypts, bottle-brushes and grevilleas to harvest nectar 
and pollen. This shows the impact that planting natives can have, head over to our gardening tips page to see 
which plants will attract your favourite birds. 

Head to the website to download the 2018 infographic or view the species list. 

We are powered by your generous donations and thousands of wonderful volunteers — thank you! 

Birdlife Australia 

https://aussiebirdcount.org.au/gardening/
https://aussiebirdcount.org.au/2018-results/
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 2019 Swim Team Trials 

Trials for the 2019 Essex Heights Swim Team will be held on Monday 4th February at 
Monash Aquatic & Recreation Centre (MARC) from 9am to 1:30pm. Students turning 9, 10, 
11, 12 or 13 years old in 2019 (born in 2010, 2009, 2008, 2007 or 2006), who meet the 
criteria, were invited to nominate by 21st December to attend the Swimming Trials. 

To nominate, your child must be a current participant or recent participant in an organised 
swimming program at the following levels or equivalent: 

 Monash Aquatic:  Minky Seal, Bronze, Silver or Gold levels 

 Tateswim:  Any of the junior squads 

 Just Swimming:  Seal level or higher 

 Huntingtower Swimming Club:  Green level or Squad members 

 Ashburton Pool and Rec. Centre:  Shark level or any Squad members 
OR 

 Can swim any of the four major strokes in under 1 minute and 3 seconds over 50m distance. 

As advised, nomination was due by Friday 21st December. If your child meets this criteria and wishes to attend the 
trials, but you hadn’t advised Elisha Cotterell, please contact her by email (cotterell.elisha.j@edumail.vic.gov.au) to 
see if nomination can still be accepted. The following details must be advised:  Student's Name, Birthdate, 2019 year 
level, Swimming Club, Swimming Level, or 50m times. I will reply to your email to confirm I have received your child's 
details. 

If selected to attend the trials, you will receive a Compass permission request during January which will need to be 
signed by Friday 1st February. The times recorded at the trials will be used to select the Essex Heights Swim Team. 
This team will compete at the Mulgrave District Swimming Carnival on Tuesday 26th February 2019. 

The selected students will be transported to the trials by bus. There is no cost for this event as all costs including bus, 
pool and relief teacher hire will be covered by the school. 

If you have any questions, please email cotterell.elisha.j@edumail.vic.gov.au. 

 Instrumental Music 

mailto:cotterell.elisha.j@edumail.vic.gov.au
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 Before & After School Care 

Dear Parents, 

With the end of the year drawing to a close there are some very special people and groups I want to thank 
for being such wonderful supporters of the program and myself. 

I would like to thank the Essex Heights Primary School Council, the Essex Heights Primary School Before and 
After School Care Committee, Mr Perini, Ms Kuehlich, Ms Wilson, Mr Wooster and the Essex Heights Staff for 
their support and encouragement. 

I would also like to thank Mrs McCann and Mrs George, for the mountain of work and support they provide 
the program with on a daily basis. 

Thank you to the entire program’s staff who work so diligently to ensure all the children attending the  
program are safe and happy. Their commitment to the children ensures that a high quality care service is 
provided at all times. 

Finally thank you to the Essex Heights community for their unwavering support and continuous  
encouragement. It is an honour and privilege to be part of this community. 

 

Have a Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year. 

Thank you, 
Paul Davis 

Coordinator 

Thank you to Stef Wendler-Canning 

On behalf of the CommBank School Banking Specialist,  
Vicki Dimitropoulos, and the EHPS School Banking Team, we would 
like to thank Stef Wendler-Canning who will be finishing up this year. 
As the inaugural School Banking Coordinator, Stef was the driving 

force in bringing School Banking to Essex Heights in 
2011 and has been a most valuable School Banking 
volunteer throughout this time. We will certainly 
miss her smiling face, but Stef has promised to visit 
us reularly. 

We would also like to thank all our School Banking families for their 
active participation in the School Banking program this year and wish 
everyone a safe and happy festive season. Enjoy your holidays. 

 

Angela Millan 
School Banking Coordinator 

 School Banking 
  Coordinator:  Angela Millan 
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 Parents & Friends News 

 Secondhand Uniform Stall 
Are you leaving Essex Heights and will no longer need your uniforms? 

If so, please remember our Secondhand Uniform Stall would love your  
preloved items, and your donations could help a new family get off to a great 
start. 

Donations can be made at any time, simply place your bag of pre-loved items, 
marked "donations" in a lost property box or drop off at the Office. Please 
remember to remove your child's name from the items and please no "old" 
logo items or stained or torn items! 

Thank You 
2018 has been a very busy year, with our annual events and fundraising and the Carnival, I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank everyone that has contributed to another successful year in bringing our 
community together. Your contribution whether big or small makes a difference and adds to the life of the 
School. 

An amazing $50,000+ was raised this year which will mainly be invested in  
Information and Computing Technology for the benefit of all students in 2019. 

I would like to give special mention to Caroline T, Martha K and Stef WC for their  
significant contribution of time and effort to the PFA and the school over the years. 
We will miss seeing you around the school, but hope you will come back and visit. 

Meeting 
The first PFA Meeting for 2019 will be held on Wednesday 13th February at 7.30pm in the Staff Room. 
Please join us as we start planning the PFA activities for the year, new members and ideas welcomed. 

2019 Welcome BBQ & Disco 
Please save the date for the Welcome BBQ and Disco on Friday 1st March. More information to come in the 
New Year. 

Help Needed - Mothers’ Day Stall 
Planning and buying for the annual Mothers’ Day Stall starts in February so as not to miss out on the best 
gifts from our suppliers. We are looking for helpers that would be interested in assisting with this event.  
If you would like to know more please email the PFA on ehpspfa@gmail.com 

The PFA can be contacted via email on ehpspfa@gmail.com 

Have a safe and happy holiday and I look forward to seeing you in 2019. 

Andrea Fyfe (Mum to Caitlin, 4CB) 
PFA President 

mailto:ehpspfa@gmail.com
mailto:ehpspfa@gmail.com
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We acknowledge and are grateful for the support for our Carnival from: 
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 Community Noticeboard 
Products & services advertised in Contact are placed on a paid basis and are not necessarily being promoted  
by Essex Heights Primary School.  
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To the students and families that are leaving EHPS this year, all the best for the future. 
 

To those families who will become part of the EHPS community in 2019— 
welcome, and we look forward to getting to know you. 

 
Have a wonderful Christmas, and a safe and restful Summer holidays. 

 
We look forward to the 2019 school year … 

January Vacation Care Program—14th to 25th January (bookings essential;  
contact Paul Davis on 987 2615) 

Office reopens on Tuesday 29th January (student-free day—Curriculum Day  
program—bookings essential; contact Paul Davis on 9807 2615) 

EHPS student-free day on Wednesday 30th January (Curriculum Day program—bookings  
essential; contact Paul Davis on 9807 2615) 

Years 1 to 6 students return—Thursday 31st January 2019 
Prep SEA Interviews—Thursday 31st January to Wednesday 6th Feburary 2019 

Preps start—Thursday 7th February 2019 


