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Issue 4, 23rd February 2018 

At EHPS we value:  Friendliness, Honesty, Inclusiveness, Respect, and Persistence 

 

CALENDAR 
February 
Fri 23  .................  Welcome Picnic/BBQ 
Mon 26  .............  Yr 2 Yarra Valley Water incursion 
Mon 26  .............  Mulgrave District Swimming Competition 
Mon 26&Tue 27   Parent Teacher Interviews 

March 
Thu 1  .................  SRI commences 
Mon 5  ...............  JSC badge presentation 
Mon 5  ...............  School Council ballot closes 
Tue 6  .................  PFA Prep Welcome 
Tue 6  .................  PFA AGM 
Wed 7  ...............  Tennis Trials 
Thu 8  .................  St John Ambulance First Aid in Schools 
Mon 12  .............  Labour Day public holiday 
Tue 13-Fri 16  .....  Year 6 Camp 
Mon 19  .............  2018 school fees due 
Mon 19  .............  Woolworths Earn & Learn presentation 
Wed 21  .............  Harmony Day 
Thu 22 & Fri 23  .  School Photos 
Thu 22  ...............  School Council 
Fri 23  .................  Yrs 5&6 Summer Inter School Sport finishes 
Thu 29  ...............  Grandparents & Friends Day 
Thu 29  ...............  Term 1 ends - 2.30pm dismissal 

April 
Mon 16  .............  Term 2 starts 
Wed 25  .............  ANZAC Day public holiday 
Thu 26  ...............  Student free day 

 

Students do not attend school on public holidays  
or student free days. 

 

Whole School Assembly 
Every Monday at 2.40pm in School Hall. All welcome 

 

School Banking - every Tuesday. 
 

School Hats - every day in Terms 1 & 4. 
 

SCHOOL TOURS 
Fridays at 9.30am - commencing 2nd March 
Bookings essential - please call School Office 

 

ENROLMENTS FOR 2019 
are being accepted now. 

2018 Term Dates 
Term 1:  29 January* to 29 March 
Term 2:  16 April to 29 June 
Term 3:  16 July to 21 September 
Term 4:  8 October to 21 December 
* 29 January is a state wide student free day. 
EHPS student free days:  30 January, 26 April &7 September 

 

COMPASS PARENT PORTAL 
https://essexheightsps-vic.compass.education 

 
 

Essex Heights Primary School 
22-30 Essex Road 
Mount Waverley VIC 3149 
Telephone:  (03) 9807 4944 
Fax:  (03) 9888 2249 
essex.heights.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au 

Principal:  Mr George Perini 

Office Hours:  8.30am to 4.30pm Monday to Friday  
during school terms. 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Dear parents and members of the Essex Heights  
community, 

School Council Election 

At the close of nominations there were 11 parent  
nominations and 2 DET nominations for school council. As 
a result there will need to be a ballot for the parent  
representatives, which will begin on Monday,  
26th February. Today students received a sealed envelope 
containing instructions, ballot papers and return envelopes 
for the parent ballot. Please take the time to read the  
information and participate in the ballot. Your vote is  
important. The ballot closes at 4pm on Monday 5th March. 

In the DET employee category, Paul Davis and  
Carolyn Wilson, being the only two nominations, have 
been duly elected. 

On behalf of the school community, I would once again like 
to thank all the retiring members of school council for their 
enormous contribution to the ongoing development and 
success of Essex Heights PS. 

Indonesian Program 

I was so pleased to see some of the excellent work that the 
children are producing in our Indonesian program with  
Bu Sarah. Two of our Prep M students, Dennis and Janice 
showed me their outstanding Indonesian work. They  
created a picture of a person using Batik, their own  
imagination and drawing skills. Joyce and Jai also showed 
me their sentences, their drawings and they were able to 
read out their work confidently. Amazing work from our 
children, and I look forward to seeing more creative work 
in the near future. BAGUS!!!!! 

… continued 

https://essexheightsps-vic.compass.education/
https://essexheightsps-vic.compass.education/
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Pink Stumps Day 

Pink Stumps Day was again an outstanding success this year. 
The Year 6 students really challenged the teachers this year by 
posting a very good score. This set the benchmark for the staff 
team. The students bowled very well and the pressure mounted 
each over. Eventually the staff proved victorious, but the real 
winner on the day was the McGrath Foundation. With the  
support of our community the school was able to raise just over 
a $1000. What a great effort from all concerned. Special thanks 
to the coordinating staff (Con P, Anita D, Paul D, Courtnee J,  
Maria S and Carolyn W), to the PFA for providing icy poles for 
the children, and finally to all our community for coming and 
supporting or for contributing to the fund raising. Another great 
school community event!!! Thank you 

… continued 

Information provided to parents/guardians: 
Please consent, pay, or take note of information provided on Compass 

Year/Group Notice/Activity & Due Date (where applicable) 

Year 1  ........................  Family Guest Speakers 

Year 1  ........................  Home Reading 

Year 4  ........................  Marimba Ensemble - consent due now if participating 

Year 5  ........................  Marimba Ensemble - consent due now if participating 

Year 6  ........................  Year 6 Camp - 8 Mar 
   Marimba Ensemble - consent due now if participating 

Years 5 & 6  ................  Summer Inter School Sport - overdue 

Whole School  ............  Canteen Volunteer Request - asap 
  Start of Year permission form - overdue 
  Google Apps opt out  - overdue 
  Dance Program & Concert ‘Zootopia’ - overdue 
  Parent Teacher Interview 
  2018 school fees - 19 Mar 

Selected Students ......  Tennis Trials - 25th Feb 

February 

 23rd  ......  Rosie Q 

 25th  ......  Elisa W 

 26th  ......  Amber H 

 27th  ......  Jerry X 

 28th  ......  Aubrey P 

 29th  ......  Chloe C 

March 

 1st  ......  Talie G 

  Shaan L 

  Maggie S 
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Professional Practice Days (PPD) 

At Essex Heights we achieve excellence by consistently focusing on improving the achievements of our 
children. The most important thing we can do to improve student outcomes is to develop the skills of 
our teachers. 

To ensure we support the learning and development of not only our students, but our teachers too, we 
are committed to providing professional development opportunities for our teacher workforce. 

Teachers will spend four (4) days per year further developing their skills in areas that are aligned to the 
school priorities. Students will directly benefit from these improvements in their daily learning. 

These professional practice days are part of the Victorian Government Schools Agreement 2017. Each 
full time teacher is entitled to one day per term (four days per year), to focus on the improved delivery 
of high quality teaching and learning. 

We know children sometimes find it challenging when their teacher is away from the class but we have 
excellent staff members who will step in and take your child’s class when the classroom teacher is on a 
Professional Practice Day. It is however important to keep in mind that teachers take the time to focus 
on improving their professional practice which therefore directly impacts their ability to improve your 
child’s learning experience. Also each teacher on a PPD leaves a plan in place to ensure that your child’s 
education continues as usual. 

We are scheduling the days ahead of time and have planned the day so that there is minimal impact. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Student Leaders 2018 

At last week’s assembly, Michael Gidley MP, State Member for Waverley, presented our new Student 
Leaders with their badges and a special certificate to mark their special position. At the assembly,  
Michael, as an elected community leader, was able to share the excitement of the children and was an 
appropriate special guest to make the presentations. Michael also presented the school with an  
Australian flag. He also explained the significance and importance of the flag within our country. 

Many parents and family members attended the assembly and it was very exciting for all concerned.  
I congratulate all the children and look forward to their contributions to our school throughout the 
year. 

Parent Teacher Interviews 

Parent Teacher meetings will be held this Monday 26th and Tuesday 27th February. This is a great  
opportunity for parents or guardians to meet your child’s classroom teacher to discuss matters of  
mutual interest, to ensure that the year is a most successful experience for all involved. Appointments 
can be made on the Compass portal - click on the Book Parent Teacher Interviews link on your home 
screen. I look forward to seeing you all during these afternoons. 

Home – School Partnership 

As we prepare for Parent Teacher interviews, it is timely to consider the importance of the partnership 
between parents and teachers. 

I found this article by Michael Grose, a well know education writer, thought provoking and very  
interesting: 

Strong parent–teacher relationships are one of the hallmarks of all great schools. They’re a major  
contributor to student success. The research into schooling across the Western world reveals that  
positive parent–teacher partnerships are a more significant factor in student success than parent  
income levels or social status. 

However, parent–teacher relationships require effort and energy from both parties if they are going to 
really benefit children and young people. 

… continued 
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Here are five elements to guide you as a parent in forming strong bonds with your child’s teachers 
this year: 

1.  Knowing (building affinity) 
Know – the first element – requires you to be both proactive and patient. Proactive because you need 
to be willing to meet and work at maintaining relationships. Patient because it may take some time to 
build a working relationship. For your partnership to be meaningful and successful you need to meet 
with your children’s teacher(s) with the goal of forming a respectful professional relationship. Share 
your aspirations for your child and be willing to build the teacher’s knowledge about your family. 

Get to know your child’s teachers’ aspirations and gain an understanding of their approach and the  
focus they have for this particular year group. 

Also commit to continuing to know what’s going on in the life of your child’s classrooms as well as the 
life of the school on an ongoing basis. 

2.  Supporting (building trust) 
Children need to know that you are fully behind what their teachers are trying to achieve if they are 
going to commit fully to learning. The best way to support your child’s teacher is to trust their 
knowledge, professionalism and experience. Avoid the temptation to question the expertise of teachers 
in front of students, particularly when the teachers use methods that you are unfamiliar with. Initiate 
conversations with teachers around methodology to give them the chance to explain the approach they 
are taking. 

3.  Participating (building links to student learning) 
Participation – the third element – takes into account the level of parent engagement in student  
learning. There’s a huge body of research that points to the correlation between parent engagement in 
student learning and their educational success. If you want your child to improve his learning, take an 
interest in what he is doing. Follow school and teacher guidelines about helping at home and attend as 
many conferences, meetings and events involving your child as possible. This simple strategy has a  
significant, long-term impact. 

4.  Communicating (building relationships) 
Life’s not always smooth sailing for kids of any age. Family circumstances change. Friends move away. 
Illness happens. Mental health challenges can hit anyone at any time. These changes affect learning. 
Keep teachers up to date with significant changes or difficulties that your child or young person  
experiences so they can accommodate your child’s emotional and learning needs at school. 

5.  Advocating (building loyalty) 
Advocacy – the last element – means that you talk teachers and your school up rather than tear them 
down among children and the wider community. Teachers hold very public positions and generally 
work hard to build good reputations both within their school and their wider education community. 
Consider a teacher’s reputation among the community and also with children when you discuss  
educational matters with others. 

Building parent–teacher relationships doesn’t just happen. They take good will from both sides, a  
commitment to setting aside the time necessary to support the home-based learning tasks that are  
expected, and a willingness to communicate both concerns and commendations through the correct 
channels. 

Parent–teacher relationships - long may they prosper! 

George Perini 
Principal 
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On Thursday 22nd February at 11.30am to 1.30pm, the whole school, who dressed up in 
pink, sat watching the Year 6s playing against the teachers in a match of cricket. The game 
took place on the council oval, while the whole school spectated the game on the verge. 

Before the game started, all the younger children who watched the game were extremely  
excited, and were chatting happily between themselves. Some 
of them were even holding signs that they made themselves. 
Many of them were shouting “Go Sixes!” or “Go Teachers!” 
while holding the signs. The shouting was  
surreal! It was so loud that a few of the younger 
children were saying things to each other such 
as “how psychotic can this yelling get?” 

Eventually, the game started, and the cheering 
erupted once more, although telling by the  
facial expressions of the Year Ones and Preps, 
they didn’t understand the game as well as the 

older grades. It seemed as though many of the Year Sixes 
had a task. Some of the Year Sixes were on the team, and 
others were taking care of the younger grades. 

After about two hours of the game, the game was over and 
everybody was eager to find out what the score was. The final score was  
sixty three to one hundred and nine, Sixes to teachers respectively. This 
meant the teachers won. In my opinion, the Year Sixes did try their hardest. 
The players all looked puffed out and hot, and some of them managed to 

take a pink balloon each. The whole school was also given an icy pole 
each as well. 

Overall, we all had such 
a wonderful day, and 
everybody enjoyed it, 
from the younger 
grades to the teachers. 
We all had fun, and 
agreed that Pink Stumps 
Day was a truly  
magnificent day! 

Emma Q (56M) 
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 PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS 

Parent Teacher Interviews will be held next week on Monday 26th and Tuesday 27th February. Bookings 
are made via Compass. Use the ‘Book Parent Teacher Interviews’ link on your Compass home screen. If  
required, please refer to the Welcome to Compass parent information booklet under the Compass menu on 
the school website for instructions. 

A Parent Response Sheet was provided to all families inviting you to provide information to assist staff in 
the discussions, including feedback on your child's social development, interests, attitude to school, 
strengths and extra needs. This form was due back today (Friday 23rd February). We look forward to 
meeting you for discussions. 

 2018 SCHOOL FEES 

The 2018 student charges and voluntary contributions have been issued to parents/guardians via Compass. 
The fees for 2018 are student charge ($330 per student) and voluntary contributions for First Aid Officer 
($30 per family), grounds and maintenance ($30 per family), and ICT (computer) support ($30 per family). 

Payment is to be made by Monday 19th March 2018, unless other arrangements are made with our  
Business Manager, Barbara McCann. If you need to speak to Barbara, contact her at the School Office 
(except on Wednesday). Payment by Compass Pay is preferred, but can be made in cash (correct amount 
please as no change is held in the Office), cheque payable to “Essex Heights Primary School”, or  
Eftpos/credit card (VISA/MasterCard) at the Office. Online payment is available via BPay; details on your 
statement available at the Office. 

 STUDENT FREE DAYS 

The following days have been confirmed by School Council as Student Free Days at EHPS:   
Thursday 26th April and Friday 7th September 2018. Students do not attend school on these days. The 
Before and After School Care program will offer care from 7am to 6pm if required. 

Zootopia 
Prep to Year 6 Dance Concert 

Four students win a competition at their school to visit a new open range zoo  
called Zootopia. The visit to Zootopia is exclusive to the students and they  
learn interesting facts about a variety of animals. One of the students gets  

lost along the way. Will they find him before they have to leave? 

This is an exciting event that is part of our Health and PE Program and involves all students 
from Prep to Year 6. 

Students are participating in 8 x 30 minute group dance sessions (1 session per week, which 
began this week), culminating in a spectacular Dance Concert at Forest Hill College on  
Monday 7th and Tuesday 8th May. 

Please refer to further details via Compass. Please note that payment was required by today, 
Friday 23rd February. 

Thank you, 
Alex Douros  

on behalf of Georgia Lombard, Dance Teacher 



 

EHPS Contact Issue 4 - 23 February 2018 Page 7 of 14 



 

EHPS Contact Issue 4 - 23 February 2018 Page 8 of 14 

 INTER SCHOOL SPORT 
  Coordinators:  Amy Hipwell, Elisha Cotterell & Ben Wooster 

 EHPS Glendal 

Endzone White Home practice  

Endzone Green 6 3 

Hot Shots 316 394 

Bootball White Home practice  

Bootball Green 9 11 

Softball A Mixed 18 1 

Softball A Girls 8 9 

Softball B Girls 2 14 

Volleyball A 0 2 

Volleyball Boys 0 3 

Kanga A 209 245 

Kanga B 178 159 

Kanga C 205 138 

Another great round for our Years 5 and 6 students playing Summer Inter School Sport with 
Glendal Primary School today. It was a pleasure to play against such a great school.  
Sportsmanship was the winner this round. 

A big thank you to all the parent helpers. Please see Mr Wooster if you’d like to help. 

Summer Inter School Sport information, including consent and payment, was advised via  
Compass. 

Collection box for Coles Sports for Schools vouchers is in the Office. 
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 ArtSEL 
  Nikki Olsen 

Volunteers Needed 

Would you be willing to assist the ArtSEL program by helping to prepare re-
sources - cutting, laminating, etc.? If you can help, please contact  
Nikki Olsen. 

 JUNIOR SCHOOL COUNCIL 
  Coordinators:  Maria Capsalis & Alexandra O’Connor 

Congratulations 

The following Years 3 to 6 students have been elected as Semester 1 2018 Junior School Councillors: 

Year 3 Captains:  Livia W, Jacob C, Reuben H, Elaine P, Max P, Shibei H 

Year 3 Vice Captains:  Isla F, Liam G, April M, Jane L, Ollie S 

Year 4 Captains:  Michael M, Grace L, Jayda C, Daniel H, Stefani N, Dejan R, Bailey C, Caitlin D 

Year 4 Vice Captains:  Erik W, Umme V, Daniel P, Nandita C 

Year 5 Captains:  Rashi B, Aadit M, Kayla S, Nicola C, Marcus W, Charlotte N, Lucia C, Maggie S,  
Maxim K,  Finley H 

Year 5 Vice Captains:  Sen L, Tamara A, Rennie T, Jayda M, Jordan K, Tom S, Luka P 

Year 6 Captains:  Christos G, Derek L, Audrey W 

Year 6 Vice Captains:  William C 

JSC Badge Presentation 

The Junior School Councillors will be presented with their badges at Assembly on Monday 5th March by 
Julia Banks MP, Federal Member for Chisholm. 

 BERITA BAHASA INDONESIA 
  Sarah Edwards 

Murid Bagus  -  Good Student 

Each week in the Indonesian program, many students show respect and are an outstanding  
example of how to behave. When students are displaying the school values in the Indonesian 
Room, they are invited to put their name and an Indonesian word into the 'Murid Bagus' (Good 
Student) box. 

The number of names in the 'Murid Bagus' box is growing rapidly! It is so wonderful to continue 
to see so many students displaying the Essex Heights values in their learning in the Indonesian 
room! 

Congratulations to Mitchell from 4CB for being drawn out of the 'Murid Bagus' box this week. 
Mitchell's word for the week is 'biru' which means 'blue' and also happens to be his 'warna  
favorit' (favourite colour). 

I encourage you to discuss with your child about their learning in the Indonesian program:  which 
day their class attends Indonesian, some words they know, and cultural aspects of Indonesia they 
are interested in. I'm sure they would also love to share ways in which they are displaying the 
Essex Heights values throughout their learning. 

Salam (Regards), 
‘Bu Sarah’ or ‘Ibu Edwards’ 
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 BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE 
  Coordinator:  Paul Davis 

Dear Parents, 

If you are unsure whether you are receiving Childcare Rebate or Childcare Benefits can you please  
contact me immediately. You will only receive these entitlements if you have provided me with the  
correct Customer Reference Numbers, Dates of Birth, Centrelink has linked your children to the program 
and your children are immunised. 

If a third party has been organised to collect your children from after care can you please inform the  
program. If the person is not nominated on your child’s enrolment form you will need to provide their 
name, address, and contact phone number and they will need to present their licence when collecting 
your child. This measure is to ensure the safety of your child. We are unable to release your child  
unless parents/guardians provide authorisation. 

Activities planned for next week are: 
 Monday  ...........  Coloured Portraits 
 Tuesday  ...........  Tape Paint Resist 
 Wednesday  .....  Jigsaw Puzzle Art 
 Thursday  ..........  Coloured Portraits 
 Friday  ...............  Tape Paint Resist 

If your family has any ideas for aftercare activities pass them on. If we can make it happen, we will. 

Remember if you need to contact the program, phone 9807 2615 or 0417 941 986 or  
email davis.paul.d@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Thank you, 
Paul Davis 

 MUNCH & CRUNCH CANTEEN 
  Canteen Manager:  Maria Vlahos 

Thank you, 
Maria Vlahos 

Canteen Manager 

Canteen Roster 

Please remember to sign the Visitor’s Register in the Office before coming to the Canteen. 

Monday 26th February at 11.15am  ...............  Duoli Li 

Wednesday 28th February at 9.30am  ............  Ying Li & Lushi Lin 

Friday 2nd March at 9.30am  ..........................  Richelle Mil, Tejaswini Adyanthaya & Nicole Allison 

If you are unable to do your rostered duty, or you have any queries, please contact Maria as soon as  
possible on 0409 934 573. 

Special Religious Instruction (SRI) is offered this year with two classes - Christian and  
Buddhist. Information has been sent to parents/guardians on Compass. The classes will run 
for 30 minutes at lunchtime on Thursdays, commencing next week (1st March). If you want 
your child to participate, please send your consent via Compass. 

 SPECIAL RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION (SRI) 

mailto:davis.paul.d@edumail.vic.gov.au
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 PARENTS & FRIENDS NEWS 
  PFA President:  Andrea Fyfe 

The PFA can be contacted via email on ehpspfa@gmail.com. 

Have a great week 
Andrea Fyfe 

(Mother of Caitlin D in 4CB) 

PFA Membership 

As the name suggests the Parents and Friends Association (PFA) is made up of parents and friends.  
A friend of the school includes grandparents, neighbours, aunts, uncles, and more. All are welcome 
and are invited to become a member of the PFA for 2018. To join please complete and return the 
membership form and $2 annual fee. The form can be found attached to the Compass post that went 
out on Monday (19th February). 

Welcome Picnic/BBQ 

The Welcome Picnic is on tonight from 6pm. We hope the evening will 
be a great opportunity to meet new families and catch up with old 
friends. If you’re coming along and can spare some time to help out 
with the BBQ your assistance would be greatly appreciated. 

See you there. 

 Secondhand Uniform Sale - thank you 

Thank you to everyone that donated items for the Secondhand  
Uniform Sale held yesterday. It was a great success with over $740 
raised. Thanks also to Jen, Pauline, Sophie, Suzannah, Andrea H  
and Linda for all their hard work. 

Reminder:  Please make sure all your child’s uniform items are  
clearly named (first name and last name/surname) so if found they 
can be returned. 

Helpers Needed 

Throughout the year the PFA organises and runs a number of wonderful events for the children and 
the community as a whole; to do so we need your help. Helping out is a great way to meet other  
parents and contribute to the fundraising goals of the PFA. If you can spare some time please let us 
know by registering your interest at https://tinyurl.com/2018PFAhelp. 

PFA AGM 

The Annual General Meeting (AGM) will beheld on Tuesday 6th March at 8pm. 

Entertainment Books 

Now is the time to pre-order your 2018-2019 Entertainment Book to receive the Early Bird bonus 
offers valued at over $100. See information on the next page. 

mailto:ehpspfa@gmail.com
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c084aada829a2ff2-2018
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Support Essex Heights Primary School 
and you will be rewarded! 

We are raising funds for our School and you can help. Order the NEW 2018 | 2019  
Entertainment Book or Entertainment Digital Membership and you will receive  
hundreds of valuable offers for everything you love to do, and you will also be  
supporting our School. PLUS, order now to receive over $100 of bonus Early Bird Offers 
(hurry, these sell out quickly). 

SUPPORT US NOW 

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/187402c
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/about/Entertainment-Digital-Membership
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/EntBooks_AU/media/Entertainment-Books/1819-AOC/A6-AOC-Melbourne-Digi-Sample-18-19_Colour.pdf
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 COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD 
Products & services advertised in Contact are placed on a paid basis and are not necessarily being promoted  
by Essex Heights Primary School.  

Junior Campus School Tours 

School Tours for the MWSC Junior Campus (Years 7 and 8) are currently available on the  
following dates: 

Thursday 22 February @ 9:15am 
Thursday 1 March @ 9:15am 
Thursday 8 March @ 9:15am 
Thursday 15 March @ 9.15am 
Wednesday 18 April  (Term 2) @ 9:15am     

Register online for the date you would like to attend. 

College Open Day/Night is on Thursday 26th April commencing at 4 pm  
(more information available soon). 

AUSKICK @ ASHWOOD FOOTBALL CLUB
Essex Heights Reserve, Outlook Road, Mount Waverley VIC 3149

Saturday Mornings from 9.30am to 11.00am

The season kicks off on SATURDAY 21 APRIL 2018

We would like to invite Boys and Girls from Pre-prep – Grade 6

All sessions are aimed at providing a safe, fun & family friendly environment .

Register now - www.aflauskick.com.au

Please contact - Oudom Chhit on 0413 512 199 or 

email on Oudomchhit@gmail.com

http://www.mwsc.vic.edu.au/enrolments/book-a-college-tour/
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