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Issue 8, 22nd March 2019 

At EHPS we value:  Friendliness, Honesty, Inclusiveness, Respect, and Persistence 

 
… continued on page 3 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Dear parents and friends of our Essex Heights community, 

Christchurch Tragedy 

As I listened and read about the terrible shootings in  
Christchurch a week ago, I was shocked and saddened by 
the enormity of this inexcusable behaviour. It caused me to 
reflect on what we value as a school and society. Australia 
is proudly a multicultural country that  
values and celebrates the many different 
nationalities that make up our vibrant  
country. At Essex Heights we too celebrate 
diversity as we did on Thursday for Harmony 
Day, and as we indeed do every day.  

Sadly there are individuals in our society that promote fear 
and intolerance. This is totally unacceptable, and is counter 
to the values and expectations of our country and our 
school. At Essex Heights we will celebrate the richness of 
our diversity, and we will put into practice our school values 
that promote our inclusiveness and diversity. Three of our 
five school values are directly linked to this expectation:   
inclusiveness, friendliness and respect which form the 
building blocks of acceptance, tolerance, pride and  
celebration of the rich cultures in our school. 

I hope that as our children are immersed into our culture, 
values and expectations, we can continue to produce  
responsible, well rounded young people that will take their 
place in our society and be voices to ensure that racism, 
intolerance and fear are eliminated from our countries 
rhetoric.  

4O have written this poem reflecting on Harmony Day ... 

Everyone celebrates Harmony Day, 
Diversity, acceptance in every way. 
We're all together standing as one, 
The number of people excluded is none. 
Moving forward, always together, 
respecting each other today and forever. 

Assemblies 

From Term 2, our Monday School Assemblies will be held in 
the Stadium. As our school numbers have grown, it has  
become increasingly difficult to accommodate all the  
children and parents in the Hall. Often the room is very 
crowded and there is little room for movement. For these 
reasons we have decided to trial the change of venue from 
the start of next term. 

CALENDAR 

March 
Mon25&Tue26  .  School Photos 
Tue 26  ...............  Parent Forum 
Wed 27  .............  Yr 3 Deakin Uni science incursion 
Thu 28  ..............  Yr 3 Walk to Damper Creek 
Thu 28  ..............  Yr 4 Deakin Uni science incursion 
Fri 29  ................  Yrs 5&6 Summer Inter-School Sport 

April 
Wed 3  ...............  Yr 3 Deakin Uni science incursion 
Thu 4  ................  Yr 4 Deakin Uni science incursion 
Thu 4  ................  Fun Run 
Fri 5  ..................  PFA Hot Cross Bun fundraiser 
Fri 5  ..................  Grandparents & Special Friends Day 
Fri 5  ..................  Term 1 ends - 2.30pm dismissal 
Tue 23  ...............  Term 2 starts 
Thu 25  ..............  ANZAC Day public holiday 

May 
Mon 6-Wed 8  ...  Year 5 Camp: Sovereign Hill 
Mon 6-Wed 8  ...  Year 6 Camp: Forest Lodge Farm (Camp One) 
Wed 8-Fri 10  .....  Year 6 Camp: Forest Lodge Farm (Camp Two) 
Wed 8  ...............  NEVR Choir rehearsal 

 

Students do not attend school on public holidays  
or student-free days. 

 

Whole School Assembly 
Every Monday at 2.40pm in School Hall. All welcome. 

Note: Moving to Stadium in Term 2. 
 

School Banking - every Tuesday. 
 

School Hats - every day in Terms 1 & 4. 
 

SCHOOL TOURS 
for 2020 entry - Thursday & Friday at 9.30am.  

Bookings essential. 
 

ENROLMENT 
Enrol now for entry in 2020. Prep 2020 enrolment to  

be submitted by Friday 31st May. 
 

2019 Term Dates 
Term 1:  29 January* to 5 April 
Term 2:  23 April to 28 June 
Term 3:  15 July to 20 September 
Term 4:  7 October to 20 December 
* 29 January is a state wide student free day. 
EHPS student-free days: 30 January, 22 May, and 2 August 

 
 

COMPASS PARENT PORTAL 
https://essexheightsps-vic.compass.education 

 
 

Essex Heights Primary School 

22-30 Essex Road 

Mount Waverley VIC 3149 

Telephone:  (03) 9807 4944 

Fax:  (03) 9888 2249 

essex.heights.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au 

Principal:  Mr George Perini 
Office Hours:  8.30am to 4.30pm Monday to Friday  

during school terms. 

https://essexheightsps-vic.compass.education/
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This week’s information on Compass: 

Year/Group  Compass News 

Prep  ...........................  Health note 
  Sick children 
  Nunawading Basketball Clinics in School 

Year 2  ........................  Science homework and containers tomorrow please! 

Year 3  ........................  Grade 3 Mid Term Newsletter 

Years 5 & 6  ................  How to complete an ‘Insight’ form 

Whole School  ............  Curriculum & Learning Parent Forum reminder 
  No Assembly on Monday 
  National Ride2School Day 
  School Photos 

Compass Events: 

Year/Group  Notice/Activity & Due Date 

Year 3  ........................  Year 3 Walk to Damper Creek (info only) 
 

 Assembly 

There will be NO ASSEMBLY on Monday due to the school photos schedule. 

 March 

 24th  ......  Maria G 
 25th  ......  Deaglan O 
 26th  ......  Oscar F 
  Zara K 
 27th  ......  Nischal C 
 28th  ......  Gloria L 
  Marcus W 
 

 2019 School Charges & Voluntary Fees 

All families were provided with their family statement advising the 2019 school charges and voluntary fees by 
email on 15th February. As advised in the information provided via Compass at that time, payment of fees was 
due last Monday, 18th March. If you have not yet paid your 2019 fees, please do so next week, unless alternative 
arrangements are agreed with Barbara McCann our Business Manager. 

Our preferred payment methods are BPay (details on your family statement) or Compass Pay. If you are not able 
to use these payment options, print out the Payment Advice form (copy available from the school website -  
see Notices in Parent Resources under the Communication menu, or use the Notices quicklink on the home 
page), fill it in and bring to the Office with your payment - credit card/Eftpos (MasterCard or Visa; minimum 
transaction $20), cash (correct amount; no change held at the Office), or cheque (payable to Essex Heights  
Primary School). 

Skills for Learning:  Empathy 

This week in ArtSEL we are learning about empathy. Getting along with others helps make 
our school a happier place. To get along with others, we need to have empathy for each 
other. Empathy is feeling or understanding what someone else is feeling. This week, be a 

feelings detective! Try to notice how your classmates are feeling throughout the week. Watch their faces and  
bodies for clues! 

Nikki Olsen 

 

 Harmony Day 

Thank you to all those who participated in Harmony Day on Thursday by wearing orange,  
and/or making a donation. We raised $363.50 for children in Timor-Leste. 



 

EHPS Contact Issue 8 - 22 March 2019 Page 3 of 12 

Social Media and Photos 

I would like to remind all families that the school does not endorse any child under 13 using any form of social 
media. This should also include any games that include chat rooms etc. Research tells us that this is an unsafe 
environment and also can be detrimental to learning and a child’s wellbeing. I urge all families to really monitor 
your children’s IT usage. 

National Ride2School Day 
Today was National Ride2School Day. It was so fantastic to see so many members 
of our community walking, scooting or riding to school. The bike shed was  
overflowing with so many bikes and scooters! The Junior School Councillors 
counted a massive 270 students who participated. A big thank you to  
Miss Capsalis and Mr Hudson for their organisation, and for the wonderful JSC 
students who helped out throughout the morning. Also a very special thanks to 
the PFA for once again supporting a school event. 

Please remember that we would encourage families to adopt a new healthy habit and to walk, scoot or ride to 
school as often as possible. 

Grandparents and Special Friends Day is COMING!!! 

A reminder that Term 1 will culminate with our annual Grandparents and Special Friends Day 
on Friday 5th April between 11.30am and 2pm. The day will include a concert, class visits and 
a picnic lunch. We are looking forward to hosting all grandparents and special friends on that 
day. 

Around the school:  4R are writing poems!! 

This week when I visited 4R they were writing poems. They were using adjectives to increase the interest in the 
poem, as well as exploring alliteration, rhyme and phrasing. The students had completed the marvellous poem 
below, and are now developing their own. I am really looking forward to reading these interesting and creative 
poetic stories. 

 Principal’s Report continued 

See you all around the school. 
 

George Perini   
Principal   

THE QUICKETY, QUACKETY, QUARRELSOME DUCK 
created by the 4R class! 
 
The quickety, quackety duck, 
Totally ran out of luck. 
He was a walking around his lake, 
When he stumbled across a snake. 
 
The slithering serpent spluttered, 
‘I like my duck buttered’ 
It bit him on the patootie, 
The duck said ‘Please shootie 
This annoying scootie’ 
 
And the duck did die instead. 
 

by 4R, 2019 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjq2bXk8ZHhAhUSTo8KHZ0RCO4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://clipart-library.com/clipart/1363085.htm&psig=AOvVaw3Yd9h5Ld-afAxtitXLorfY&ust=1553211450699897
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwji_eCD8pHhAhUUUI8KHf_kC2UQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.123rf.com/photo_14546493_funny-snake.html&psig=AOvVaw0v1WyJLfOWll7N35SIvrhx&ust=1553211521679119
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 School Photos 

School Photos will be taken on Monday and Tuesday next week (25th and  
26th March) by The School Photographer. 

Order envelopes for each student and sibling envelopes for families with two or more children enrolled at 
EHPS were distributed; all orders were due yesterday, Thursday 21st March. Late orders can be accepted up 
until 9.00am on Monday morning. 

Please note the following about ordering photos: 
 All orders (individual student and sibling) must be returned to school no later than 9.00am on Monday, 

25th March. 
 Each student was provided with a personalised order envelope. 
 Sibling photo orders (order envelope provided for each family with two or more students at EHPS) are 

to be in returned in the provided Siblings Only order envelope; staple/paper clip to eldest student’s 
individual photo order envelope - DO NOT put inside individual student envelope. Online orders for 
sibling photos close at 8.30am on Monday; cash payment can be accepted until 9.30am on Monday; 
phone orders close today, Friday 22nd March. 

 Payment methods: 
 Online - our preferred method of payment - click here or type www.theschoolphotographer.com.au 

into your web browser, and enter the purple code from your child’s order envelope; record the 
online receipt number on your envelope and return to the classroom teacher. 

 Cash - enclose CORRECT MONEY as no change is available. 
 Money Order - all Money Orders are to be made payable to The School Photographer. 

 Photo order envelopes are to be handed to the classroom teacher, not the Office. 
 Please ensure correct and clear details are written on your child’s envelope. 
 Late Orders:  Any orders placed after school photographs have been delivered to the school will incur a 

$15.00 handling fee (includes postage). 

Sibling Photos 

As advised via Compass, sibling photos can be taken from 8.00am to 8.45am in the Hall on Monday,  
25th March; children must be supervised by a parent or guardian during this time. All other sibling photos will 
be taken later during the school day. 

 Parent Forum:  Curriculum & Learning at EHPS 

Tuesday 26th March from 7pm to 8pm in the Hall 

We are always working on teaching and learning at Essex Heights so that we can continue to deliver our very high 
standards of education and stay up to date with current research. Keeping parents and carers up to date with how 
we are doing this is important to us. 

We are inviting all parents and carers to attend a forum presented by our professional learning consultants, 
‘Language of Learning’. The forum will outline the following: 

 Understanding ‘high impact teaching’ 

 A summary of latest research on teaching and learning 

 How our students and teachers use a common language for learning 

 Strategies students are using to take control of their learning 

This forum is a fantastic insight into how your child or children are learning at school. 

To book your place, RSVP to the School Office by Monday 25th March. 

https://www.theschoolphotographer.com.au/
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 Student Permissions 

Parents/guardians are required to provide student permissions for: 
 Local excursions 
 Student photos for displays, media and website 
 Internet use, publication of children’s work on school website, student contract 

Notes: access to software regularly used in the classroom that support and enhance the curriculum 
(eg StudyLadder and MangaHigh Mathematics) require consent for this permission or students to  
access and use these programs. This permission also requires student consent. 

 Viewing of PG rated media 
 Headlice inspections 
 Medications 

The giving of consent for student permissions is now to be completed on Compass, and will remain for the 
duration of your child’s enrolment at EHPS. Consent for student permissions are now overdue. Note: Year 3 
parents/guardians are reminded that the Walk to Damper Creek excursion next week requires consent for 
the Local Excursion permission to be done for their child to participate. Please take the time this weekend 
to complete your child’s permissions if your permission consents are still outstanding. Please refer to the 
screenshots below showing where to locate the permissions on Compass. 

A copy of the documentation with explanation of each permission and information on where to access the 
permissions to give your consent, will also be on the school website - use the Notices quicklink on the Home 
Page, or Parent Resources under the Communication menu on the Home Page. The documentation will also 
be accessible on Compass under School Documentation. 

If you do not give your consent for a permission, or want to change your consent at any time, please advise in 
writing using the school email - essex.heights.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au. 

OR 

mailto:essex.heights.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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“Schools are at their dynamic best when teachers and parents work hand-in-hand together”   Michael Grose 

New Insights articles accessible on our school website: 
 Responding constructively to the Christchurch shooting 
 Balancing extra-curricular activities for flourishing kids 

Our school membership of Parenting Ideas also entitles our community to access webinars free of charge up to 
a month after the presentation: 

 Switching on your child’s strengths - 6th March; available until 6th April. 
 Balancing extra-curricular activities - 2nd April at 8pm; available until 2nd May. 

Join Dr Jodi Richardson in this webinar to understand the trend towards increasing enrolments in  
structured after-school activities, the benefits and the drawbacks for kids, the importance of free play 
for children, the implications of over scheduling on children’s mental health and how to create balance 
in the lives of your children. 
If you are unable to make the scheduled time, you can simply register and access the recording later.  
How you can register: 
1. Go to link - click here or type into your web browser https://www.parentingideas.com.au/parent-

resources/parent-webinars/webinar-balancing-extra-curricular-activities 
2. Click ‘Add to cart’ 
3. Click ‘View cart’ 
4. Enter the code BALANCING and click ‘Apply Coupon’. Remember to enter our school’s name so that 

they can verify your eligibility. Your discount of $37 will be applied to the order. 
5. Click ‘Proceed to checkout’ 
6. Fill in your account details. These are the details you will use to login to your account and access your 

parenting material 
7. Click ‘Place Order’ 
8. This voucher code is valid until 2nd May 2019, so we encourage you to redeem it right away to  

secure your free webinar.  
 

For further information, including the 2019 webinar series, go to our school website. 

Mangahigh Mathematics Competition 

The Mangahigh Mathematics competition started 
on Monday 11th March and finished today,  
Friday 22nd March. 

The competition is coming to a thrilling conclusion. As things stand, our school is comfortably in second place. 
Well done to all the participants who have contributed points and have improved their skills along the way.  
As of Wednesday morning, our top scorers are:  Nicholas T, Michael M, Jack F, Evelyn K, Lachlan W, 
Seunggwon H, Olivia S, Bihan J, Kingston C, and Jeremy N. 

Students who have obtained 150 points or more will be presented with a Gold Medal. You will receive a  
Compass notification once the presentation date is known. We hope all the children have enjoyed the  
challenge. 

Kelvin Tang 

 

https://www.parentingideas.com.au/parent-resources/parent-webinars/webinar-balancing-extra-curricular-activities
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 Year 3 Walk to Damper Creek 

On Thursday 28th March Year 3 students will walk to Damper Creek Reserve. This local excursion will  
highlight the importance of local facilities as places to enjoy and spaces where we can connect with nature. 
We anticipate that by facilitating daily physical activity through a walk, that we are building connections 
with people in our community, and highlighting the importance of exercise. This excursion is covered by the 
Local Excursions permission. 

IMPORTANT … If you have not completed the student permissions that all parents/guardians were 
asked to consider and complete recently on Compass, it is essential this is completed this weekend 
so your child can go on this excursion. The Local Excursions permission applies for this activity. 

If parents are interested in attending as parent helpers on this  
excursion, please remember that you must: 
 hold a Working With Children Check (WWCC) and have submitted your 

card at the Office so a copy can be taken for the school register; and 
 have read and adhere to the Child Safe Policy and Child Safe Code of  

Conduct, and signed the acknowledgement and submitted this at the 
Office. 

Information and access to documents is available on our school website, or from the Office. 

 Health & PE 

Basketball Clinics 

Nunawading Basketball are running Basketball Clinics for Essex 
Heights students during PE classes over the next three weeks. The 
clinics encourage a healthy lifestyle, development of ball handling 
skills, and enjoyment of team sports. 

On Monday, Prep B had their first clinic with Coach Luke and Coach Beth. Prep D, Prep M and Prep ZB  
enjoyed their first session today. Nunawading Basketball have generously donated a free basketball to every 
Prep student. For ease of distribution, the basketball will be sent home flat. If you would like assistance in 
pumping up your child's ball, please see your Prep teacher, or visit the school stadium where electric pumps 
are available. 

We hope your child enjoys these clinics, and the Preps also have fun playing with their new basketball. 

Fun Run & Cross Country Training 

With the Whole School Fun Run fast approaching, please ensure 
you have the date marked on your calendar! 

Thursday 4th April from 2.30pm to 3.30pm on Essex Heights Reserve (the council oval). 

Every child participates and collects points for their house. We welcome family and friends to 
come along, support and assist with this exciting whole school house competition and earn extra 

points for your house by dressing in your child or children’s house colours:  Boyd (blue), Drysdale (red),  
Lindsay (yellow), Nolan (green). 

Results on the day for students 9/10, 11 and 12/13 years will be recorded to select the school cross country 
team. In the meantime, cross country training is on: 

When:  Tuesday & Thursday 8.15am to 8.45am - 26th & 28th March & 2nd April 

Where:  Junior school oval, sign in at the Stadium 

Who:  All students, parents/guardians, and staff welcome 
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 Munch & Crunch Canteen 

Canteen Roster 
Monday 25th March - 11.15am to 1.45pm  ...............  Christina Duong & Shiri Krebs 

Wednesday 27th March - 9.00am to 1.45pm  ...........  Jing Mu & Paula Di Maggio 

Friday 29th March - 9.00am to 1.45pm  ....................  Katy Smith & Natalie Murphy 

Please remember to sign the Visitor’s Register in the Office before coming to the Canteen. 

If you are unable to do your rostered duty, or you have any queries, please contact Maria as soon as  
possible on 0409 934 573. 

Maria Vlahos 
Canteen Manager 

 Parents & Friends News 

Please support the current Hot Cross Bun fundraiser. You can order Baker’s Delight hot 
cross buns in bags of 6 for $7.50, and $2 per bag will go to our school! They will be 
delivered on the morning of Friday 5th April, which is Grandparents’ & Special 
Friends Day and the last day of term. Make sure you get the children to ask friends 
and family whether they would like to order a bag or two. Thanks to Baker’s Delight 
at Burwood One for their support! 

If you can help count the takings over the next couple of weeks, or 
with the distribution on the day, please email the PFA - 
 ehpspfa@gmail.com 

The sponsorship forms for the Fun Run will be distributed shortly to each child. The Fun Run will be held on 
Thursday 4th April, and while the results are used for cross country qualification (9 to 13 year old students), 

it is the major fundraising event to enable us to continuously improve the  
facilities for our school. Please encourage your children to seek sponsorship 
from family and friends. 

 Before & After School Care 

Thank you, 
Paul Davis 

Coordinator 

The April Vacation Care Program enrolment forms will be out next Friday, 29th March, not  
22nd March as previously advertised. I apologise for any inconvenience this may cause. 

On the last day of term, Friday 5th April, the After School Care program will be operating from 2.30pm. 

As the end of term is fast approaching, could families please endeavour to bring their accounts up to date. 

If you have not instructed your child/children to go to After School Care, and you need them to attend that 
night, please contact the program before 3.20pm on the Before and After School Care phone numbers - 
9807 2615 or 0417 941 986. If either phone is unattended, please leave a clear message on the program's 
voicemail service or answering machine. 

If you have any questions please send them to davis.paul.d@edumail.com.au.vic.gov.au 

mailto:ehpspfa@gmail.com
mailto:davis.paul.d@edumail.com.au.vic.gov.au
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 Parents & Friends News continued 

Finally, as a newly elected President, I would appreciate any ideas of what events you may like the PFA to  
organise, or any other suggestions. Please don’t hesitate to chat to myself, Andrea or Kay. 

See you around the school, 
Fiona Nicholson Stocker 

(Mum of Allison, 3F) 

Entertainment Membership 

Pre-order the NEW 2019-2020 Entertainment Membership and receive bonus offers you 
can use right away - click here to pre-order, or click here to view bonus offers. 

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/187402c
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/member-information/Early-Bird-Offers
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/187402c
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For more information - click here. 

https://www.cabrini.com.au/patients-and-families/services/new-redirectorpage-8/our-fees-and-student-discount-explained/cabrini-ed-student-discount/
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 Community Noticeboard 
Products & services advertised in Contact are placed on a paid basis and are not necessarily being promoted  
by Essex Heights Primary School.  
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