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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

ARISS (Amateur Radio on the International Space 
Station) 

There is great excitement around school this week as we look 
forward to the unique opportunity to chat with an Astronaut on the 
International Space Station as it passes overhead on Friday night.  
Eleven children (Yr. 3-6) were selected from 35 expressions of 
interest and have been planning and preparing their chance to quiz 
American Astronaut Jeff Williams.  You may have seen the report on 
Channel 7 News last night, and we have also been answering 

CALENDAR DATES 

Term 2, 2016  
Mon 16th- Fri  20th May                  ARISS – Astronaut Interview–see EHPS Science Webpage 
Fri 20th  May Walk to School Day 
Fri 20th –  Wed 25th May Book Fair 
Mon 23rd  May Keyboard Concert 6.30pm, Piano Concert 7.30pm-Hall 
Tues 24th May  District Cross Country 
Wed 25th  May PFA Meeting 7.30pm Staffroom 
Mon 30th May  Pupil Free Day 
Thurs 2nd June Percussion/Ukulele Concert 7pm Hall  
Sat 4th June PFA Trivia Night 
Mon 6th- Wed  8th June  Year 5 Camp Sovereign Hill 
Thurs 9th June School Council 
Mon 13th June Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 
Wed 15th June Guitar Concert – 7pm Banksia Collaborative Space 
  
Mon 20th June Woodwind & Brass Concert – 7pm Hall 
Thurs 23rd June Strings Concert – 7pm St Luke’s 
Fri 24th June  Last Day of Term 2,  2.30pm Finish 
Term 3, 2016  
Mon 11th July First Day of Term 3 
  
  
  
  
  

 



questions from radio and print media.  This is a big story!  If you 
missed the News report, it is available on the school website. 

 
Please also see some additional information from Jenny Austin in 
this Contact. 
 
You are invited to join us at 5:30pm on Friday night if you wish to be 
a part of this event, and see the children in conversation with 
American Astronaut, Jeff Williams on the Space Station as it travels 
over Eastern Australia. 
 

Class Visit – 4L 

Yesterday I enjoyed a chance to visit Sonja Ludvik and the children 
of 4L.  This was during a literacy session and the children were 
learning about syllabification and then using that knowledge to 
write ‘haiku’ poetry.  Sonja began with the children all together, 
discussing the ‘learning intentions’ for the lesson, and making links 
to past learning.  Sonja utilised some online resources to engage the 
children and reinforce their learning.  The children then worked in 
pairs to brainstorm words and construct ‘haiku’ poetry, proof 
reading for each other.  I was impressed with the purposeful way 
they tackled this task, and the collaborative way they worked 
together. 
 
Thanks to Sonja for her great work in building and reinforcing these 
important skills with the children.  Thanks also for her leadership in 
the role of Yr 4 Team Leader, and across the school in ICT.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Annual Essex Heights Book Fair 

 

I draw your attention to the annual Book Fair that is taking place in 
the Library, starting tomorrow.  This is a great opportunity to 
purchase books at a very good price, encourage your children’s 
reading habits and also support the Essex Heights Library.  We 
receive a commission on total sales that is used to purchase new 
books for the Library which is a great bonus for us. 
 
Please see the details in this Contact for days and times. 
 
 



Working with Children Check 

A reminder to parents who are volunteering at school that you are 
required to have a current Working with Children Check.  If you 
have not arranged that yet, please log in online and complete an 
application.  Remember that you need to apply for a Volunteers 
WWCC and this has no fee attached.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
See you around the school, 
 
 
Andrew 
 

 
Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 2016 
 

Once again students from across Victoria have a chance to take part 
in the Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge in 2016. The students 
of Essex Heights have been participating in this since it began and 
we see it as a means of promoting the importance of reading 
among students in our school. This year the Victorian Government 
is encouraging families and parents to be more involved with 
supporting children’s reading, in and beyond school. Before the end 
of term your child will bring home a permission form for the 2016 
Premier’s  Reading  Challenge. 
Successful Challengers receive a Certificate in Term 4. 
For your child be awarded the certificate, you will need to sign the 
permission form. There is no charge for the certificate.  Student’s 
names will also be published in an edition of the Sunday Age if you 
give permission. 
Let’s keep up the Essex Heights tradition of being ambassadors for 
the Reading Challenge in 2016. Attached to the newsletter is a 
letter from the Premier, Daniel Andrew’s  promoting not only the 
Premier’s Reading Challenge but also the benefits of instilling a love 
of reading in your child. 
 
 
Please return the permission form to your class teacher as soon as 
possible so that your child can get started on their personal 
challenge. 
 
 



Start Time: 
UTC 07:30:00 
AUS. EST 17:30:00 
International Space Station Contact Time: 
UTC AOS 08:35:16 LOS 08:45:48 
AUS. EST AOS 18:35:16 LOS 18:45:48 
School: 
EHPS 
Location: 
Melbourne Australia 
*Amateur Television Live Stream Information Via VK3RTV1: 
Melbourne DATV Repeater VK3RTV1 Location: Olinda 
*Direct DATV receive tune TV or Settop Box to 446.500mhz 
*Web Receive Link. www.vk3rtv.com 
 (British Amateur Television Club Feed) 
*Youtube Live Feed. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SVzvGHvEmsc 
 
For more information about receiving Amateur Television go to: 
http://www.vk3rtv.com/atvrx.html 
 
If you require the repeater to be active and would like to attempt 
receiving Amateur Television please 
Email vk3www@wia.org.au 
 
* VK3RTV1 and 2 are not transmitting continuously therefore 
outside of the published times there may 
not be a transmission. 
*To tune a Digital TV or STB to 446.500mhz. In most cases you must 
be able to manually insert the 
frequency 446500 and then “search” if there is a transmission 
happening at the time of tuning and the 
receiving station has a good path to Mount Dandenong then 
VK3RTV1 and VK3RTV2 should be 
locked in. Once they have been locked in then the receiver will 
store them and you will not need to do 
it again unless the TV or STB is retuned. Quality of this feed should 
be very good. 
* British Amateur Television Feed. Quality of this feed is not so good 
very pixelated on full screen. 
 
 

 

 

http://www.vk3rtv.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SVzvGHvEmsc
http://www.vk3rtv.com/atvrx.html
mailto:vk3www@wia.org.au


Science Rocks 

Don’t forget that the students are interviewing the USA astronaut, 
Jeff Williams, on Friday night at 5.30pm in the school hall. All 
welcome to attend, it should be a fabulous and inspiring event.  

The photos are of Tony Hutchison’s tracking antenna, this tracks the 
satellite automatically with the aid of a computer. The second 
photo is of his satellite station. 

Tony Hutchison is the National ARISS Coordinator for Australia. He 
will be operating the telebridge on Friday night. 

Watching the ARISS event at home 

From, Jack Bramham, one of the technical advisers who will be 
assisting our school on the evening. 
The best option is to view the Youtube Live Stream. This will 
commence around 17:30 and continue until just after the contact.  
This stream will be active well before 17:30 but there may not be 
any vision.  
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SVzvGHvEmsc 
 
Next option would be to watch the contact via BATC to make it 
easier he suggests that people open up the VK3RTV web page and 
select "VK3RTV1" this is a very low bandwidth feed. Ok to watch on 
a small screen but if you expand it up then it will be quite pixelated.  
Amateur TV Website link is: http://www.vk3rtv.com/index.html 
 
Viewing the International Space Station 

Thu May 19, 5:53 PM 

Thu May 19, 7:29 PM 

Fri May 20, 6:37 PM 

Sat May 21, 5:44 PM 

Sat May 21, 7:22 PM 

Sun May 22, 6:27 PM 

Mon May 23, 5:35 PM Tue May 24, 6:22 PM 

Mon May 23, 7:14 PM Wed Jun 1, 6:24 AM 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SVzvGHvEmsc
http://www.vk3rtv.com/index.html


 

 
     

Robots, Drones and Droids 
Science Talent Search is for 

everybody: for those planning a career in one of the 

sciences or technological disciplines, for those interested in 
scientific hobbies, or for those concerned enough to present a point 
of view about science through the medium of poster, essay, video, 
photography, games or computer programs. 
STS has three broad aims: 
1. To stimulate an ongoing interest in the study of sciences by: 
• encouraging independent self-motivated project work amongst 
students of science; 
• giving students the opportunity to communicate their 
achievements to a wider audience; 
• according recognition of effort and achievement in a scientific 
enterprise. 
2. To promote the direct involvement of the students in the 
processes of science and its communication. 
3. To give the public at large an opportunity to see the quality of 
work being achieved in science, by both primary and post primary 
students. 
So whether it’s your first time or you’ve been doing this for years, 
now is the time to register for the 2016 Science Talent Search. 
 Kids read through the guide below with an adult to choose your 
favourite category. 
http://www.sciencevictoria.com.au/sts/sectionGuide.html 
See Ms Steward in V5 by the 27th of May for your registration.  
Costs apply. Individual $8.00 per entry (inc GST) 
Group (maximum 2 students) $15.00 per entry (inc GST) 
 
 

http://www.sciencevictoria.com.au/sts/sectionGuide.html


 
 

    

  Berita Bahasa Indonesia 

 

Sayembara Lisan: State-wide annual Indonesian Oral Competition  
 

Congratulations to our students from Years Prep-6 who competed in this year’s 
language competition on  

Saturday May 14
th

. 
 

They were excellent ambassadors for the school and our Indonesian language 
program.  

Several of the examiners were native speakers and praised the students on their 
outstanding effort!  

Thank-you to the families who assisted with practices at home. 
Thank-you also to the parents who made it possible for their children to 

participate, by taking them on the day. 
 

Please note that certificates of participation will be presented to students in the 
coming weeks. 

 

 
                                Absent: Romesh and Isabelle 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=indonesian+flag&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=vE9dmqkGABpJyM&tbnid=GXW-XmKll7lTNM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://dialabull.net/confrontation.html&ei=M4I0VKyrIofmuQT3goGYBg&bvm=bv.76943099,d.c2E&psig=AFQjCNE1EoXALc2apgBILQvqfXifUO810g&ust=1412813718634400


 
MOTHER’S DAY STALL 

HEROES 
Deanne, Maria, Fiona, 
Monika, Heather, Jen, 
Oksana, Sia, Willemijn, 

Andrea, Caroline, Sharon, 
Cathy, Katriona, Tonia, Jan, 

Michelle, Samantha, 
Kathleen, Sophie, Angela, 

Antony, Jenny, Ranya, Helen, 
Shabana and Mina 

Without them it would not 
have been possible but with 
them it was fun. Thanks for 
everyone’s help. From Stef 

PARENTS AND FRIENDS NEWS 

 
Hi all 
 
Thanks to Jen, Raema, Pauline and the team for yesterday’s 
secondhand uniform stall. My children would go virtually unclothed 
but for their efforts. 
 
Make sure your children get their Fun Run money in this week. 
Fingers crossed we reach the $10,000 goal and get to torture Mr 
Wooster and Mr Crossett! 
 
Our next PFA meeting is Wednesday 25 May, 7:30pm in the 
staffroom. Agenda items include a cake stall for election day and a 
hot dog day for the kids in Term 3. We hope to see you there. 
 
Not too long until the Trivia Night! Maria Akritidis has been doing a 
stellar job gathering prizes and items for the silent auction. Tickets 
are on sale at trybooking.com/LJSP. And if you have any questions, 
please don’t hesitate to email me at jordy55@gmail.com. 
 
Cheerio 
 
Andrea J 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CANTEEN 

  

 

 

 

 

MONDAY 
10.00 a.m. 

23rd May 
 

Sandy Shen, Karen Lam 

WEDNESDAY 
10.15 a.m. 

25th May Kate Reichman, Renata Sedlacek 

FRIDAY 
10.15 a.m. 

27th May Katy Smith, Natalie Murphy, Diana Maggs 

If you are unable to help please ensure that you advise Maria as soon as possible. 
DON’T FORGET – 

Please report to Front Office to sign the Visitor’s Book and get a Visitor’s Label 
BEFORE proceeding to the Canteen. Any queries phone Maria on 0409 934 573 

 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=https://sites.google.com/a/syd.catholic.edu.au/stapscronulla/latest-news/canteenpricelist&ei=iOnjVP3DOKbImwXB5IGoAg&bvm=bv.85970519,d.dGY&psig=AFQjCNHanpTAEc41gFfXLdFLNQyOL9jmcQ&ust=1424308976750607
https://www.trybooking.com/LJSP
mailto:jordy55@gmail.com


 

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
On the 30/5/16 the program will be running a Curriculum Day 
Program. The Vacation Care Program will be out on the 20/5/16. 
Please enrol early as spaces are limited.  
 

You must pre-book to access the above mentioned programs. 
Enrolment forms must be handed to the program and NOT the 
front office or classroom teachers. 
 

Enrolments will not be accepted over the phone or online. 
Enrolment forms are available from the program during Before and 
After Care operating times. 
 

The Thursday night electronic workshops have concluded. They 
were a great success. We now start our new theme, that being 
Aviation and Flight. It should be a lot of fun. 
 

On Friday the 20/5/16 at Before Care we will be having Pancakes 
and as a special treat we will be showing some Saturday Morning 
cartoons from back in the day. It should be a blast. 
 

At After Care we will be doing nature construction and some cool 
colouring designs. 
 
Thank You 
 
Paul Davis 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FAMILY ROSTER 

MONASH COUNCIL RECYCLING 

AREA A 

 
Please collect the bins from driveway behind art room. Check the 

gate and if the gate is locked please use alternate gate. Please 

space the bins out for the driver. The bins need to go out Sunday 

night as collection times vary on the Monday morning. 

Alternately they cannot go out on Sat as we may receive a fine or 

worse still the bins may fall over!!  



Please see Marita Steward V7 after adding your name 

to the roster. The roster is kept at the Front Office 
 

DATE FAMILY Special 

Notes 

Term 1     21/2 Done  

Term 1     6/3 Done  

Term 1     20/3 Done  

Term Holiday  
  

Thomas family School Holidays 

Term 2   17/4  Done  

Term 2   1/5  Done  

Term 2   15/5  Angela Millan  

Term 2  29/5   Kathy Mindum  

Term 2  12/6 Kathy Mindum  

Term 2  26/6 Angela Millan  

Term Holiday 
 Sun 10th July 

Thomas family School Holidays 

Term 3  24/7   Hedi Ziv  

Term 3    7/8   Kathy Mindum  

Term 3    21/8  Ian McKindley  

Term 3  4/9    Ian McKindley  

Term 3   18/9   Ian McKindley  

Term Holiday           
Sun 20th Sept 

Thomas family School Holidays 

Term 4     2/10   

Term 4     16/10   

Term 4    30/10  Kathy Mindum  

Term 4     13/11   

Term 4     27/11 
Term 4     11/12 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ESSEX HEIGHTS PRIMARY SCHOOL CALENDAR 

MAY 2016 

 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

2ND 

Dance Concert 
 
 
 

3RD 

Dance Concert 
4TH 5 TH 

Mother’s Day 
Breakfast 

6 TH 

Mother’s Day 
Stall 

  

9TH 

 
10TH 

 
11TH 

School Fun Run 
School Council 

12TH 

 
 

 

13TH   

16 TH 

 
 

17TH 

  
18TH 

 
19 TH 

 
20TH 

Walk to School    
Day 
Book Fair 

  

23RD 

Book Fair 

Keyboard 
Concert 6.30pm 
Piano Concert  
7.30pm - Hall 

24TH 

Book Fair 
District Cross 
Country 
 
 

25TH 

Book Fair 
PFA meeting 
7.30pm 
Staffroom 
 

26TH 

 
 

27TH 

 
  

30TH 

Pupil Free Day 
 

31ST 
 
 

     

 
 
 
 

JUNE 2016 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

  1 ST 

 
2ND 

Percussion/ 
Ukulele Concert 
7pm - Hall 

 

3 RD 

 
4TH 
Trivia Night 

 

6TH 

Yr. 5 Sovereign 
Hill Camp 

7TH 

Yr. 5 Sovereign 
Hill Camp 

8TH 

Yr. 5 Sovereign 
Hill Camp 

9TH 

School Council 
10TH   

13 

Queens 
Birthday Public 
Holiday 

14TH 

  
15TH 

Guitar Concert 
7pm Banksia 
Collaborative 
Space 

16TH 

 
17TH 

  
  

20TH 

Woodwind & 
Brass Concert 
7pm Hall 

21ST  
 

22ND 

 
23RD 
Strings Concert 
7pm St Luke’s 

24TH 
Last Day of  
Term 2, 2.30pm 
Finish 

 

  

27TH 

 
 
 

28TH 

 
29TH 

 
30TH 

 

   

 
 



COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD 

Products & services advertised in Contact\’ are placed on a paid 
basis and are not necessarily being promoted by Essex Heights 
Primary School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://trybooking.com/ljsp


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                      
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

New Saturday morning classes   

          9am – 10:15am    or   10:30 – 11:45am 
                     Ashwood Hall 
                   21a  Electra Ave  Ashwood     

Expert tuition by experienced,             
registered primary teacher 

   Improve your child’s confidence 
   Catch up and extension work 

Small groups and fun learning activities 
Problem solving, number facts & imes                                                                     
tables 
Covering all areas of the Victorian    
mathematics curriculum  

Catering for all ability levels       ENROL NOW 

 
For bookings and further information contact: 

Domenic De Leo  0439 803 430  
   primaryskillstutoring@gmail.com 

 

 

 

mailto:primaryskillstutoring@gmail.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The NEW 2016 | 2017 Entertainment™ Book and Digital 
Memberships are available now and are packed with thousands 
of up to 50% OFF and 2-for-1 offers.  
 
From every Membership we sell, 20% of the proceeds go towards 
our fundraising for ESSEX HEIGHTS PRIMARY SCHOOL. The 
more Memberships we sell, the closer we get to our goal – so 
please forward this email to all your family and friends!  

ORDER FROM US TODAY  
 

 

For just $65, you'll receive over $20,000 worth of valuable 

offers.  

 

Use just a few of these offers and you'll more than cover 
the cost of your Membership!  

 
 

http://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/about/Choose-your-Membership
http://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/about/Choose-your-Membership
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/187402c
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/187402c

