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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 

Father’s Day Breakfast 

What a great celebration of Father’s Day we enjoyed here at 
Essex Heights this morning with the annual Father’s Day 
Breakfast held in the Hall.  This event, an initiative of the PFA, 
is a chance for the Dads, Grandads and special friends to visit 
school and enjoy a wonderful breakfast together.  Breakfast 
was served to over 150 families which is a terrific response.  
All of the Dads I spoke to were very appreciative of this 
opportunity and the children certainly loved it.  Not only did 
they enjoy a great breakfast, but there were also some terrific 
surprises given away as door prizes or in the raffle.  We are 

CALENDAR DATES 

Term 3, 2016  
Thurs 1st September Year 4 Sleepover 
Fri 2nd September Father’s day Stall 
Fri 2nd September Year 4 Ceres Excursion 
Wed 7th September Prep 2017 Transition 11.45am – 1.15pm 
Tues 13th- 14th September Jump Rope for Heart 2.30-3.30pm 
Wed 14th September Engineers Without Borders Workshops Years 5 & 6 
Thurs 15th September Footy Colours/Hot Dog Day 
Thurs 15th September School Council 
Fri 16h September Last Day of Term 2.30pm Finish 
Term 4 2016  
Mon 3rdOctober First Day of Term 4 
Wed 5th October Grade 6 Graduation Photo 
Thurs 6th October Engineers Without Borders Workshops Year 4 
Fri 7th October Engineers Without Borders Workshops Year 3 
Tues 11th October Year 1  Excursion ACMI 
Tues 11th October Graduation Meeting 7.30pm 
Wed 12th October Prep 2017 Transition 11.45am – 1.15pm 
Wed 12th October PFA Meeting 7.30pm 
Thurs 13th October School Council 
Fri 21st October Showcase 
Wed 26th October Prep 2017 Transition 11.45am – 1.15pm 
Tues 1st November Cup Day  Public Holiday 

 



most grateful to the local sponsors who provided these raffle 
items and I direct you to the list in next week’s Contact.   
Congratulations and thanks to all the wonderful PFA parents 
and volunteers who worked so hard in gathering prizes, 
organising the breakfast and setting up for the day.  In 
particular to Andrea Fyfe and Maria Akritidis for their 
organisation, and Betty Ciorciari for coordinating the setup and 
packup. 
    
The children also look forward to the great range of items 
available for them to buy on Friday at the Father’s Day Stall.  
They are very excited about their purchases and I’m sure 
there will be some grateful Dads on Sunday morning.  Thanks 
to Stef Wendler-Canning, Wihelmina Jansen and Deanne 
McKay  for their role in coordinating the Stall and to the team 
who will help sell on Friday. 
 
These events are a great example of the way our wonderful 
PFA works for all the children at Essex Heights 
PS.   
 
On behalf of the Dads & children, thanks to all 
those parents who worked so hard on the 
Breakfast and the Stall.  Their names will be 
included in the PFA News in next week’s Contact. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Junior School Council (JSC) - Badge Presentation 

At Monday’s Assembly this week we also presented badges to 
the Junior School Councillors for Semester 2.  These children 
have been elected by their peers to represent their class on 
our JSC and it was good to recognise that achievement.  We 
were pleased to have a member of our PFA, Sonja Mattingley, 
to present the badges to the children.  The JSC carry out an 
important role in the school in both charity fundraising and 
providing an opportunity for student input into a range of 
matters relating to school improvement.  Thanks to Maria 
Capsalis and Alexandra O’Connor for their role in organising 
the JSC meetings and activities. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 



Waverley Eisteddfod Presentation 

We were pleased to welcome two representatives from the 
Waverley Eisteddfod Committee to Assembly on Monday.  
They visited to present our additional awards from last week’s 
competition.  This was the trophy for the first placed primary 
school in the competition and a $500 prize as the best ‘novice’ 
choir.  That’s three separate awards for the Essex Heights 
Chamber Choir this year.  Congratulations again to Tanya 
Dolence and the children on an outstanding effort.  
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

District Athletics 

Monday was a lovely day for the Yr 3-6 Athletics Team to 
compete in the Mulgrave District Athletics Carnival at the Bill 
Sewart Athletics Track.  The children in our team made 
everyone proud with the way they competed and behaved 
throughout the day.  There were also some outstanding 
individual results with children placing in an ‘A’ event 
qualifying for the next level of competition, the 
Monash/Waverley Division Finals, held in October.  
Congratulations to the following children for their individual 
success: 
 
Luke C – High Jump & Long Jump 
Jimmy O – Discus 
Adrian L – Triple Jump 
Audrey L – High Jump 
Caitlyn D – Triple Jump 
Tessica G – Shot Put 
Imogen T – High Jump 
Luke C, Storm A, Tom F, Jimmy O – Relay Team 
 
 
Thanks to Ben Wooster for his organisation with the support of 
the teachers, and to Andrew Russell and Chris Cavill for their 
assistance on the day. The children and teachers also 
appreciated the parents who came along to support their 
efforts. 



T-Ball Success 

We have achieved further sporting success this week with 
the Boys T-Ball Team.  They had progressed on Monday to 
the Regional Finals played at Jells Park.  They remained 
undefeated throughout the day which included a tense 
Final against Wantirna South PS in the afternoon.  As the 
Regional Champions they have now qualified for the State 
Final to be played next week.  This is an outstanding effort 
and already represents our best results in a T-Ball 
competition.  Thanks to Con (Mr Pap) for his great 
coaching and to the boys for their efforts in training and 
playing.   
 
Good luck next week! 
   
 

 

**Health Centre News** 

As you are probably aware, there has been a nasty virus 
which has spread through the school and infected a many 
students and staff.  
 
It is characterised by headaches, dizziness, high 
temperatures, tiredness and respiratory symptoms.  
Hopefully it has almost run its course, but once again I will 
take this opportunity to remind parents and carers  
to please keep unwell children at home to promote 
healing and prevent the spreading of infections to others 
in our school community.  

 
 
 

Reading to Children 

 
I think every parent knows the value of reading books to 
young children.  However, I was interested in an Age article 
last year: “Reading together still important after children 
start school, expert says”.  Professor Bridie Raban, at the 
University of Melbourne's Graduate School of Education 
makes the point that many parents stop reading to their 
children after they reach school age, and this is a lost 
opportunity to continue to develop their literacy skills    
 

“Research identifies a clear link between the development of 
good literacy and numeracy skills at an early age and higher 
levels of educational achievement, employability, higher 
earnings and social participation later in life,” she said. 

Despite the bells and whistles of digital books, 86 per cent of 
Australian children preferred a traditional book. 



The article provided the following tips for parents: 

Reading tips 

1. Make reading part of the daily routine. Make a 
bedtime story something to look forward to. 

2. Read regularly yourself. 
3. Join a local library. 
4. Read books on different topics and find themes that 

interest your kids. 
5. Play word and word association games. 
6. Talk with your child: it builds communication skills, 

vocabulary and increases confidence. 

Source: Literacy Solutions  

The online article can be found at: 
http://www.theage.com.au/national/reading-together-still-
important-after-children-start-school-expert-says-20130827-
2sntd.html 
 
See you around the school, 
 
Andrew  
 

 

 

 

JUNIOR SCHOOL COUNCIL 
 

Dear Teachers, Parents and Friends, 
 
Zoe, mother of Isabella in Year 2LB, approached the Junior School 
Council with the idea of bringing any coats or jackets that are not 
being used at home to offer them for the Kid’s Coat Collection for 
the St Kilda Mums organisation.  
 
While spring is on the way, the nights and many days are still cool. 
Many families in need would really appreciate a nice warm coat or 
jacket to see them through the cold.  
 
If you are able to assist, please bring the coats to the following 
classes where you can place them in a suitcase – 2LB, 3CW, 4O and 
5/6 T.  
 
Thank You, 
 
The Junior School Council 

 

 

 

http://www.theage.com.au/national/reading-together-still-important-after-children-start-school-expert-says-20130827-2sntd.html
http://www.theage.com.au/national/reading-together-still-important-after-children-start-school-expert-says-20130827-2sntd.html
http://www.theage.com.au/national/reading-together-still-important-after-children-start-school-expert-says-20130827-2sntd.html


Science Rocks 
 

Origin Energy is running a competition for students in Years 3 to 8.  
 

It is called LittleBigIdeas. 
https://www.littlebigidea.com.au/ 
 
Students have to come up with a big idea. “It could be a new 
invention, an improvement to something that already exists or a 
clever idea that helps make the world around us a better place.” 
The three winners in each age group will fly to the USA for an all 
expenses paid innovation adventure, visiting NASA Kennedy Space 
Centre, Epcot Theme Park at Disneyworld and Ripley's Believe It or 
Not. 
 

Interested? 
 
Describe your little BIGidea in 200 words or less. To help explain or 
illustrate your idea, you can also create and submit a video, image 
or diagram. Online entries close 11:59pm AEST 30/09/16. Mail 
entries must be sent by 30/09/16 & received by last mail 7/09/16. 
Rules 
• If you're making a video, it must not exceed one minute in 
length. Videos longer than a minute will mean your entry is 
automatically disqualified. Sorry! 
• If you're uploading an image or diagram, you shouldn't use it 
as a way of getting around the 200 word limit. Having lots of text on 
an image may count against you. Some text is acceptable. Use your 
judgement. 
• You cannot enter more than once – so make sure you’re 
happy with your entry before you hit ‘submit’. If you submit two 
entries, we can only accept your first entry. 
• Major Prize winners must be available to travel to the USA 
within 12 months of the winners being announced. 
Hints 
• Every idea is welcome. No idea is too little or too big. The 
important thing is how it can help people or make their lives easier. 
• Winning entries will be chosen based on an exceptional 
demonstration of originality, creativity, practicality, imagination and 
innovation. You should aim to come up with something that will 
blow our judges' minds. 
• We’re looking for original ideas, but we understand this isn’t 
always as simple as it sounds. If you find your idea already exists in 
some shape or form, try thinking about a fresh new take on it – 
could your idea be a new and improved version, for example? 
• If you had unlimited money and lots of help, it should 
theoretically be possible to make your invention or bring your idea 
to life. 
 
Entry Form    https://www.littlebigidea.com.au/#entry-form  

 

https://www.littlebigidea.com.au/
https://www.littlebigidea.com.au/#entry-form


 
2015 Winners 
 

Oscar Robert Mason (Years 7 & 8) was recognized for thinking up the 

‘Baby Buddy’ a baby seat designed to alert people to the presence of a 
child trapped in a hot car by utilising the car horn and a bright light. 

 
Greta Cummins (Grades 3 & 4) won for her fantastic vehicle safety product 

– a small device that contacts emergency services once your car’s air bag 

has been deployed and alerts them to your exact position using GPS 
technology. 

 
William Grame (Grades 5 & 6) was awarded for his design of a small, 

lightweight test strip disposal unit that can fit into a diabetic’s testing kit. 
Start Thinking and Good Luck! 

 

Mrs Austin, MrsCapsalis and Ms Steward 
Science Coordinators  

 
 

 

MUSIC NEWS 

 
 
This year’s Music Count Us In song has been released. The 
students have been listening to it and the Year 5/6s have created 
actions. The song is called Let it Play and was composed by four 
school students (no Essex Heights students this year  ). The 
performance date for this year is November 3, 12:30pm – there will 
also be a sneak preview at Showcase (October 21). 
 
If you don’t know about this event, here is a little info… 
The idea came about as a way of promoting music in schools; each 
year, one song is written and thousands of schools across Australia 
sing the same song on the same day at the same time as a way of 
joining students, teachers, parents and friends nationwide to 
celebrate the importance of music and community.  
 
If you would like to listen to this at home, please use the following 
link 
 
https://musicaustralia.org.au/program/countusin/the-song/submit-
your-song/  
 
or search MCUI Let it Play in your web browser 
 
Happy singing   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://musicaustralia.org.au/program/countusin/the-song/submit-your-song/
https://musicaustralia.org.au/program/countusin/the-song/submit-your-song/


PARENTS AND FRIENDS NEWS 

 

Hi All, 
 
I hope the Father’s Day breakfast we had this morning, was enjoyed 
by all. 
Special thanks to Betty, Maria and all the helpers.  
  
The Father’s Day stall is tomorrow, if you can help out please sign up 

at http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c084aada829a2ff2-fathers4 
or just turn up. 
 
Footy Colours / Hot Dog Day is on Thursday 15th September, I hope 
you have received the notice. Please get your orders in as soon as 
possible. If you are able to assist on the day please let us know by 
signing up at 
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c084aada829a2ff2-hotdog . 
 
Enjoy the start of spring. 
 
Andrea F 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bread Fundraising  
 

In addition to the Money Munchers, The Junior School Council is 
raising funds for the children of Timor Leste through bread run from 
JT’s Bakery in Pinewood. 
For a gold coin donation, bread is available in the staffroom for the 
staff and will be available for the parents and friends after school 
Tuesday to Friday. 
 

Thank you to JT’s Bakery for providing the bread. 
 

Please support this worthy cause. We appreciate your efforts. 
 
The Junior School Council 
 

 
 

 
 
 

JT’S Bakery Café 
Shop 2 Centreway 
Pinewood Shopping Centre 
Mt Waverley 
Ph: 9887 8660 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c084aada829a2ff2-fathers4
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c084aada829a2ff2-hotdog


 
ROALD DAHL  
FILM FESTIVAL 
 

12-16 SEPTEMBER 

 
Monash Libraries is celebrating the creative world of 

Roald Dahl by Holding FREE screenings of the film 

adaptations of his books. 

 

Each screening will start at 4pm, with a short reading form 

the relevant book before the movies start. 

 

Willy Wonka & the Chocolate Factory 

Mon 12
th

 September 

Mount Waverley Library      

 

The Witches 

Tuesday 13
th
 September  

Glen Waverley Library 

 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 

Tuesday 13
th
 September 

Oakleigh Library          

 

Wed 14
th
 September 

Mulgrave Neighbourhood Library 

 

Matilda 

Thursday 15
th

 September  

Clayton Library 

 

Fantastic Mr Fox 

Friday 16
th

 September  

Wheelers Hill Library 

 

Booking are now open and can be made via 

www.monlib.vic.gov.au/roald-dahl-festival 

Ph.: 9560 1655 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.monlib.vic.gov.au/roald-dahl-festival


 
 
Dear Essex Community, 
 
We’d like to introduce Henny Penny and Chicken Little to you.  
 
My children, Luke and Penny had the idea, so that the 
chickens had friends around them all day. We’ll take them 
home every now and then, but we are so pleased with how 
they have been welcomed so far. 
 
Every day while I check on them children tell me all about 
them; they are so interested and caring. Henny Penny has a 
larger comb and is definitely the boss!  
Henny Penny and Chicken Little hatched on the first of 
October and have always been around children. They are so 
happy here at Essex and began laying on 
their first day here…. 

         
This is a picture of the first egg Henny 

Penny laid at our house.  
 

 
 
 
 
Henny Penny and Chicken Little are 6 
months old and already helping Luke and Penny babysit a 
friends guinea pigs. 
 
 
Thank you Essex for helping 
care for our families gorgeous 
chickens. 
 
Ms Steward, on  behalf of Luke and Penny 

 

 
FOR SALE (BEST OFFER) 
GUINEA PIG/ SMALL ANIMAL HUTCH ON STAND  
WITH CASTOR WHEELS 
STRONG PLASTIC BASE WITH METAL & WIRE FRAME, 
CAN BE REMOVED FROM STAND.  H 1000mm (on Stand) 
H 500mm X L 1180mm  D 970mm 
GOOD CONDITION 
CONTACT THE OFFICE ON 9807 4944 
 
 
 



++++SCHOOL BANKING NEWS ++++ 
 
Last term we had a great result:  
   

The school received $640 in commission from the Commonwealth Bank 

for term 2 

Why and how to join 
 
We encourage parents to join their children up for banking as 
it is a great way for them to learn to count money, learn to 
save, raise funds for the school but also it is lots of fun for the 
children when they order their little rewards. 
For your children to join please open an account at any 
Commonwealth Bank branch or over the internet if you are 
already a customer. Forms are also available at the office via 
Gael. 
 

 
National competition: 
 
Make 15 deposits through the school by the end of term 3 for a chance to win a 

family holiday to visit Australia Zoo. 
 

State competition: 

 
All you have to do here is bank 3 times in term 3, and yes, there is still time to do 
so for a chance to win: 

a camping kit 

an instant camera 

a magazine pack 

a playstation 4 pack (for this visit www.commbank.com.au/prizelights 

and fill in your details once you have made 3 deposits) 

 

Rewards program 
 
Ask your child to check whether they are eligible to order a reward. A list of 
eligible children is posted in the PFA notices box located in the walkway between 
the library and banksia building. And if they are on the lists please get them to fill 
out a reward order form with their name, class, student ID and reward item or 
simply write us a note with the above details. 
 
 Reward items currently available: 
 

- Eraser Pen 

- Dollarmites Money Box 

- ET DVD 

- Galaxy Glider (Frisbee) 

- Intergalactic rocket (whistling rocket to throw between people) 

- Jump and Skip rope 

- Pat Bag Tag 

- Outer Space themed Money Box 

- Writers Set 

 

http://www.commbank.com.au/prizelights


Banking process 
 

- parents open bank account for their child at the bank 

- children bring yellow pouch with filled in bank book and money to 

school on Monday mornings 

- bank books go into the grey pouch that is in every class  

- volunteers take money and slip out of the bank books and put silver 

token in bank books 

- every deposit is entered into the banks computer program 

- when a child has made 10 deposits the silver tokens are swapped for a 

gold token and the child is now eligible to order a reward (reward card is 

added to bank book) 

- books get returned to class 

- child fills out reward slip and sends it back to school with their banking 

the next week 

- rewards are ordered from the bank and usually delivered to school 2 

weeks later 

 

Helpers  
 
Thank you to all volunteers who give up their Monday morning every week or 
some weeks to support this program. The program couldn’t run without you. 
If anybody would like to join the school banking team please see us in the Hall on 
Monday mornings. 
 
If you have any questions contact Stefanie on sscanning10@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 
 

CANTEEN 

  

 

 

 

MONDAY 
11.00 a.m. 

 
5th September 

 

Juliah Lai, Nina Kijwisarn 

WEDNESDAY 
10.00 a.m. 

7th September Deanne McKay 

FRIDAY 
10.00 a.m. 

9th  September Jenny May, Samantha Skuja 

If you are unable to help please ensure that you advise Maria as soon as possible. 
DON’T FORGET – 

Please report to the Front Office to sign the Visitor’s Book and get a Visitor’s Label 
BEFORE proceeding to the Canteen. Any queries phone Maria on 0409 934 573 

 
 
 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=https://sites.google.com/a/syd.catholic.edu.au/stapscronulla/latest-news/canteenpricelist&ei=iOnjVP3DOKbImwXB5IGoAg&bvm=bv.85970519,d.dGY&psig=AFQjCNHanpTAEc41gFfXLdFLNQyOL9jmcQ&ust=1424308976750607
mailto:sscanning10@gmail.com


ESSEX HEIGHTS PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Calendar 

SEPTEMBER 2016 

 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

   1 ST  
Father’s Day 
Breakfast 
Yr.4 Sleepover 

2ND 

Father’s Day 
Stall 
Yr. 4 Ceres 
Excursion  

  

5TH  
 
 
 

6TH 

 
 

7TH  
Prep 2017 
Transition 
 

8TH  
 
 

9TH  
 
 

  

12TH 

 
13TH 

Jump Rope for 
Heart 2.30-
3.30pm 

14TH 

Engineers 
Without Borders 
Workshops Yrs. 
5 & 6 
Jump Rope for 
Heart 2.30-
3.30pm 

 

15TH 

Footy 
Colours/Hotdog 
Day  
 
School Council 
7.30pm 

16TH 

LAST DAY OF 
TERM 2.30PM 
FINISH 
 

  

19th 20th 21st 22nd 23rd   

25th 26th 27th 28th 29th 
 

  

OCTOBER 2016 
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

3RD  
FIRST DAY OF 
TERM 4 
 
 

4TH 

 
 

5TH  
Grade 6 
Graduation 
Photo 

6TH  
 
 

7TH  
 
 

  

10TH 

 
11TH 

YR 1 Excursion 
ACMI 
 
Graduation 
Meeting 7.30pm 

12TH 

Prep 2017 
Transition 
11.45AM 
 
PFA Meeting 
7.30pm 
 

13TH 

School Council  
7.30-9.30pm 

16TH 

 

  

17TH 

 
18TH 

 
19TH 

 
20TH 

 
21ST 

SHOWCASE 
  

24TH 

 
 

25TH 

 
26TH 

 
27TH 

 
28TH 

 
 
 

  

31st       

 



COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD 

 
Products & services advertised in Contact are placed on a paid basis 
and are not necessarily being promoted by Essex Heights Primary 
School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 
 
   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

Can’t think of a gift for Dad, how about the NEW 
2016/2017 Entertainment Membership! 
 
 

 
 
 
NEW 2016 | 2017 Entertainment Book, or the new 
Entertainment Digital Membership for your 
smartphone is a great gift idea this Father’s Day 
as it is packed with thousands of up to 50% OFF 
and 2-for-1 offers for the best local restaurants, 
cafés, attractions, hotel accommodation, travel, 
and much more! 
 
 
 

 
 

Wheelers Hill Lions Club 

Plant Sale on 3rd September 2016 
8.00am – 4.00pm 

at Blackflat Community Centre 

Cnr Waverley & Springvale Road 

Glen Waverley 

 

Proudly supported by Harcourts Real 

Estate 

Wheelers Hill 

http://entertainmentbook.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a7a3742e917914e632a28d479&id=97570475f4&e=cbbb8ad7bf

