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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Welcome Back to Term 4 

Welcome back everyone for what promises to be a very 
exciting Term 4 at Essex Heights PS. I trust that you were all 
able to enjoy a relaxing time and that the children are 
refreshed and ready for the learning opportunities that the 
teachers have planned for this Term. 
 
Of course, I had a really amazing holiday with the Grand Final 
win by the Western Bulldogs. I was lucky enough to be at the 
MCG on Saturday and enjoyed watching their first win in my 
lifetime! Apart from playing great football, I was also 
impressed with the great ‘teamwork’ displayed by the 
Bulldogs. They certainly worked together and supported each 
other, and this is a great example for the children of what can 
be achieved if these attributes are fostered. 

CALENDAR DATES 

Term 4 2016  
Thurs 6th October Year 1 Excursion ACMI 
Thurs 6th October Engineers Without Borders Workshops Year 4 
Fri 7th October Engineers Without Borders Workshops Year 3 
Tues 11th October Year 1  Excursion ACMI 
Tues 11th October Graduation Meeting 7.30pm 
Wed 12th October Prep 2017 Transition 11.45am – 1.15pm 
Wed 12th October PFA Meeting 7.30pm 
Thurs 13th October School Council 7.30pm 
Thurs 20th October Grounds Committee 4.30pm 
Thurs 20th October Policy & Planning 7.30pm 
Fri 21st October Showcase 
Fri 21st October World Teachers’ Day Staff Luncheon 
Mon 24th October NGV Excursion Yr.3 
Wed 26th October Prep 2017 Transition 11.45am – 1.15pm 
Tues 1st November Melbourne Cup Day Public Holiday – NO SCHOOL 
Wed 2nd November LAMP Day Activities 
Wed 2nd November Prep Science Morning 
Thurs 3rd November Prep Science Morning 
Thurs 3rd November Count Us In 12.30pm 
  

 



 
I was also touched by the decorations that ‘magically’ 
appeared in the Office on Sunday, and the many children who 
came to school on Monday with ‘red, white & blue’ to help me 
celebrate. The children even indulged me when we sang 
‘Sons of the West’ instead of the school song at Assembly.  

 

Staffing News 

Janine Webb, who has worked as Admin Assistant in the front 
Office for the past year is leaving us.  I wish to thank Janine 
for her support of the Essex Heights children, staff and 
parents throughout that time and wish her well for the future. I 
therefore wish to welcome Jo Yeaman who is replacing Janine 
at the front desk. I am sure you will meet Jo soon enough, 
either on the phone or in person, and will welcome her to the 
Essex Heights community. 
 
Jean Elliot has moved from the Art Program into 1J for 
Term 4. This has come about because Jess Chan is now on 
family leave ahead of the birth of her first child. This has led to 
the appointment of Lisa Poulter into the Art Program for 
Monday and Tuesday. Lisa comes to us from Valkstone PS 
and I would like to also welcome her to Essex Heights. 
 

Holiday Program 

Many of our children have again enjoyed a fantastic Vacation 
Care Program under the management of Paul Davis and his 
staff.  This is a wonderful service to the families in our 
community and is a great feature of Essex Heights PS.  
Thanks again to Paul and team for providing a quality program 
for all the children.   
 

Showcase – Friday, October 21st   

I am really looking forward to our Essex Heights “Showcase”, 
the children and teachers are rehearsing and preparing to 
present another amazing show. 
 
Next week some important information will be out about the 
Showcase to be held at Robert Blackwood Hall, Monash 
University. There is a great deal of information to be provided 
and I urge you to read it carefully to ensure you are fully 
informed about the arrangements for the evening. 
 



Tanya Dolence, Lisa Altin, Alyssa Kennedy and Joan Scott 
are coordinating Showcase and working together with our 
instrumental staff, teachers and parents.  We are all looking 
forward to the opportunity and enjoyment it will create for our 
students and their families.  We are also looking forward to all 
members of our school community being involved. 
 

School Tree Planting Day 

At Essex Heights we chose today to celebrate Planet 
Ark ‘Schools Tree Planting Day’.  Children were 
selected from each class to assist with the planting that 
was planned and organised by Marita Steward.  They 
cleared the garden beds, planted vegies in the new 
planter boxes and also three fruit trees.  We are grateful 
to Bunnings Notting Hill who donated all the plants to 
us.  They have been very supportive of our 
environmental initiatives over the years and we are 
grateful again this year.  We also appreciated the 
parents and grandparents who joined in the working bee 
to help the children. 

 

Planning for 2017  

During the next few weeks we will be focussed on the 
indicative ‘Student Resource Package’ (School Budget) for our 
school and the accompanying staffing structure this will enable 
to occur at Essex Heights PS next year.  At this stage we 
expect to continue with 24 classes and this represents 
capacity for us.  There has continued to be very strong 
enrolment interest for 2017 as many families in the Mt 
Waverley area have become aware of the outstanding 
educational opportunities and facilities available at Essex 
Heights PS. 
 
In terms of class sizes, the Prep to Year 2 grades will continue 
at around 20 - 22 students whilst those at Years 3 - 6 
comprise numbers between 25 - 28 students. We would also 
expect to continue our current commitment in the provision of 
our specialist and support programs. 
 

Student Planning and Placement for 2017 

Teaching staff are now beginning discussions regarding the 
placement of children in grades for 2017.  This is a complex 
task as there are many factors to take into account to try and 
get the best mix for all students to learn to their utmost.  When 
developing class lists, teachers ensure that each class has an 
equitable spread of boys and girls with a range of academic 
abilities.  Student compatibility and behaviour is also taken 
into account and students are placed with some friends with 
whom they work well.  This process takes many hours of 
consideration and planning with the main objective being to 
place students so that their learning potential is maximised. 
 



I would ask that if you have matters that are of interest to the 
educational wellbeing of your child, please complete the form 
that is available on the Essex Heights website and return to 
me by Friday 21st of October. This of course is not a case of 
parents selecting teachers for their children, but rather an 
opportunity for me to gain an insight into the matters you see 
as important to the educational wellbeing of your child, and to 
consider this carefully in the allocation of students to classes. 
This information will be handled by me in a confidential 
manner at all times. Please contact me if you have any further 
queries in this area. 
 

Hats – Terms 1 & 4 

Consistent with our SunSmart School Policy we expect our 
students to wear a hat in Terms 1 & 4 to protect against UV 
and the sun. This is a reasonable position and I would ask that 
you assist us in this area. Whilst caps might be popular, they 
usually give little protection, particularly for the ears. I would 
urge you to assist us to protect your children by purchasing an 
approved Essex Heights Hat from our uniform shop, PSW in 
Mt Waverley. 
 
 
See you around the school, 
 
Andrew  
 
 
 
 
 

Engineers Without Borders 
 

Yesterday, 14th of September year 5/6 were visited by ‘Engineers 
Without Borders’. The students taught us about prosthetics. They 
explained the different types of engineering. They gave us a $60 
budget and a few materials to work with. Then we got into groups 
and designed our prosthetic leg. We decided what we will use with 
our $60 budget. The materials that were available were foam, wood 
plank, bowl, cardboard tube, pipe, string, duct tape and a plunger. 
The students came from Monash University. Everyone had heaps of 
fun.     Jasmine W 
 
Year 5/6 were visited by ‘Engineers Without Borders’. The students 
were given the opportunity to make a prosthetic leg. 5/6M were 
first up for the challenge, we were put into groups of five or four 
,they were also given a budget of sixty dollars just to get ready for 
real life. 
I was in a group of five with Tess, Sophia, Mitch, and Kosta. We 
were so excited! We made a plan but in the end we didn’t use it. 
Although we refund our items a couple of times, which you can’t do 
in real life. I really felt like an engineer. At the end of the day we 

http://www.sunsmart.com.au/


tested our prosthetic leg and our team won the race I was so happy. 
I want to be an engineer without border when I grow up.     Sithusa 
 
During the last week of term 3, on the 14th of September, the years 
5/6 were visited by ‘Engineers without boarders’. The students 
taught us about different types of engineers, what are engineers 
and told us what ‘EWB’(Engineers without borders) is. The students 
gave us an opportunity to construct a prosthetic leg and to live 
through what engineers might go through when constructing 
something. Like, how much would it cost, the knowledge that needs 
to be put through into the work and tools that need to be used. We 
also had to make sure what we constructed was stable, comfortable 
and it can stand the weight of a human being. All in all the 
workshop was a great learning opportunity and we had gained 
valuable information and knowledge. I’m sure year 5/6 enjoyed 
working together to solve a challenging task and I thank the 
Monash University for taking their time to talk and teach us.    
Lynn N 
 
Yesterday, the 14th of September year 5/6 were visited by 
‘Engineers Without Borders’. Monash student came to our school 
and taught us about prosthetics, during  the hour we learnt what 
engineers are and what they do. Two classes got to make a 
prosthetic with a $60 budget. In teams we bought materials and 
made a prosthetic leg, after everyone made their leg the team 
chose one person to wear the fake leg and walk four metres with it 
on. The prosthetic leg had to support your leg and be strong 
enough to walk on and put pressure on it. After all we had heaps of 
fun working together and would love for engineers without borders 
to come again.     Kyra 

 
Yesterday the 14th of September Year 5/6 were visited by ‘Engineers 
Without Borders’. The students taught us about prosthetics. Here is 
what we did. First they talked to us about what an engineer is. Then 
they explained to us about the materials they had and what we 
could use, some of the materials were: string, small wood planks, 
bowls, duct tape, a plunger, pipes and foam. Then we split into 
groups of four to five and they gave us a budget of $60, and we 
could buy whatever we wanted out of the materials and then build 
a prosthetic leg. We had about 15 minutes to make it. Then we had 
to put it on someone in the group and walk four metres. It was a 
great way to learn. We had a great time.     Ainsley 
 

Yesterday, the 14 of September year 5/6 were visited by ‘Engineers 
without Borders’. The students taught us about prosthetics. We got 
in teams and we had to make a prosthetics leg. We got 60 dollars 
(in paper) and had to buy the things they brought. There were 
plungers, cardboard roles, wood, plastic roles, duct tape, string, 
foam and plastic bowls. After you made it, someone in your group 
has to put it on and walk with it on.     Luella 
 



 MUSIC NEWS 

This year’s Music Count Us In song has been released. The 
students have been listening to it and the Year 5/6s have created 
actions. The song is called Let it Play and was composed by four 
school students (no Essex Heights students this year  ). The 
performance date for this year is November 3RD at 12:30pm – there 
will also be a sneak preview at Showcase (October 21st). 
 
If you don’t know about this event, here is a little info… 
The idea came about as a way of promoting music in schools; each 
year, one song is written and thousands of schools across Australia 
sing the same song on the same day at the same time as a way of 
joining students, teachers, parents and friends nationwide to 
celebrate the importance of music and community.  
 
If you would like to listen to this at home, please use the following 
link: 

https://musicaustralia.org.au/program/countusin/the-song/submit-
your-song/  

or search “MCUI Let it Play” in your web browser. 
 
Happy singing   

 

 BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE 

Dear Families, 

Welcome to Spooktober!!!!!!!!!! 

Yes the witching hour is upon us as Halloween unravels at Before 
and After School Care. 

We will be having our annual Halloween Party on the 
Thursday 27th October. 

During the month we will have heaps of Halloween activities 
planned. Next week's activities are: 

Monday :  Cotton bud skeletons 

Tuesday :  Creative Dance / Movable Skeleton Puppets 

Wednesday :  Halloween movie 

Thursday :  Paper plane designs  

Friday :   Swirling Ghosts 

With the end of the year fast approaching, could families please 
ensure their accounts are up to date. 

We will need all Before, After and Vacation Care accounts finalised 
before the end of the year. 

Children will require sunscreen and broad brimmed hats if they 
want to go outside. This is due to the high UV levels. It is vitally 
important children are protected from the sun. 
 
Thank you, 
Paul Davis 
 

https://musicaustralia.org.au/program/countusin/the-song/submit-your-song/
https://musicaustralia.org.au/program/countusin/the-song/submit-your-song/


SUSTAINABILITY TEAM        
 
Dear Parents, 

Once again we are looking for volunteers to assist with the council 
recycling program. Please add your name to the fortnightly roster which 
can be found at reception. The next roll out is on Sunday 17th October 
ready for the Monday morning collection. 

We are also seeking clean 1lt or 2lt ice cream containers (or similar sized 
yoghurt) to place under the bubblers to collect water from the bubblers 
for the gardens. Please place your donations in the purple tub located in 
V5. 

In Term Three the Sustainability Captains and 
students from Grade 4 attended a Kids Teaching Kids forum. We spent the 
day exploring ways to help schools become more sustainable. We reused 
materials to design items, recycled containers to collect water and learnt 
how to make plant pots with newspaper. We look forward to 
incorporating some of the great ideas into our practice at E.H.P.S. 

 

Regards, 

Marita Steward and the Sustainability Captains 
 
 

FAMILY ROSTER 

MONASH COUNCIL RECYCLING AREA A 
 

Please collect the bins from driveway behind art room. Check the 
gate and if the gate is locked please use alternate gate. Please 
space the bins out for the driver. The bins need to go out Sunday 
night as collection times vary on the Monday morning. Alternately 
they cannot go out on Sat as we may receive a fine or worse still the 
bins may fall over!!  
We need somebody to assist on the dates below. If you can help, 
please see Marita Steward (V7) after adding your name to the 
roster. The roster is kept at the Front Office. 
 

DATE FAMILY NAME 

Term 4     13/11  

Term 4     27/11  

Term 4     11/12  



     
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

Everyone had a great day during our recent Jump Off Days where the 
students showcased their talents with a skipping rope. 

The National Heart Foundation thank you for the kind donation of 
$255.00 raised by the students. This will help fund research into heart 
disease. 

Jump rope helps a healthy heart and is an activity we would like to 
encourage throughout the year as part of a healthy lifestyle.  

Many thanks to the students and teachers for their enthusiastic 
involvement. Thanks also to the following parents and carers who enabled 
the day to run smoothly through their support and by preparing the fruit, 
taking photos and cleaning up: Helen G, Samantha S, Michelle M, Betty C, 
Maren C, Catriona C, Fang C, Shelly D, Sandy S, Yuni L, Richard and 
Yvonne P, Peter L, Eling C, Christine I, Laura D’A, Eunice V, Yasmin E, 
Svetlana B, Yunmi L, Cheyne O, Vicky M, Raema F, Wee Chong G, 
Michelle McF, Jen H, Renata S, Ranya K, Maria A, Sophie S and any others 
on the day. We really appreciate your assistance and the students love to 
see you at school. 

Year 1-4 teachers 
 

 

PARENTS AND FRIENDS NEWS 

 
Hi everyone 
 
My enormous thanks to the wonderful Andrea Fyfe for looking after 
everything PFA while I was away. We had an amazing time in the 
USA, and I could relax knowing that Andrea, Maria and Kaye had 
everything under control. 
 
Pop Friday 11 November in your diary, because I’m sure your 
children would love to go to the Essex Heights School Disco! Details 
to follow. 
 
Please join us at the next PFA meeting, Wednesday 12 October at 
7:30pm in the staffroom. We’d love to see you there. 
 
Cheerio 
 
Andrea J 
 

  

https://heartfoundation.org.au/
https://heartfoundation.org.au/jump-rope-for-heart


 Berita Bahasa Indonesia! 
 

Please see below regarding some upcoming events which may be of 
interest to our EHPS community. 

 

The Museum of Indonesian Arts Inc. 

   The Power of Story:  
Sing me, Dance me, Play me, Read me, Tell me a story…  
 

Time:  An exhibition to be opened at 7 pm, Friday 7th October 
Venue:  Fo Guang Yuan Art Gallery, 141 Queen St Melbourne  
 
There will be a very special presentation of classical Sulawesi 
literature by Professor Barbara Hatley,  
Lily Yulianti Farid, Arma Marzuki and Muslimin Marwas  
 
Light refreshments by Ibu Diana will be served.  
 
The exhibition will be open from 3rd October to 25th November  
Monday to Friday from 10 to 4 o’clock 
 

On each Saturday of the exhibition from 3 to 5 o’clock  
there will be a workshop:  
 
1. 8th October, Beyond 'civilising mission' and 'national destiny' –  
a search for the beginnings of modern literature in Indonesia,  
Paul Tickell;  
 
2.15th October, The amazing colonial publishing house  
‘Balai Pustaka’, Dewi Anggreani;  
 
3. 22nd October, Singing an Acehnese baby to sleep, Ari Pahlawi;  
 
4. 29th October, Dancing a Panji story, Doctor Michael Ewing;  
 
5. 5th November, ‘Si Kancil’ as a wayang story, Irene Ritchie;  
 
6. 12th November, Weave me a Kalimantan or a Sumba story,  
Lauren Brand;  
 
7. 19th November, Rendra and Indonesian Poetry.  
Professor Harry Aveling  
 
To raise funds MIA will raffle Illuminations: Writing Traditions of 
Indonesia by Ann Kumar and  
John H Mc Glynn at $5.00 per ticket. 
  

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=indonesian+flag&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=vE9dmqkGABpJyM&tbnid=GXW-XmKll7lTNM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://dialabull.net/confrontation.html&ei=M4I0VKyrIofmuQT3goGYBg&bvm=bv.76943099,d.c2E&psig=AFQjCNE1EoXALc2apgBILQvqfXifUO810g&ust=1412813718634400


 

    HELP WANTED     
 

 
 
 

Dear friends, 

To celebrate World Teachers’ Day, we would like to celebrate 
our wonderful teachers at Essex Heights PS with a luncheon 
on Friday 21st October. 

To successfully provide a delicious lunch, I ask for volunteers 
on the day to help decorate the Staff Room, set up and serve 
our fantastic teaching and support staff. 

Additionally, if anyone could provide some sweets (slices, 
cookies, cake) for morning tea/dessert, this will keep our costs 
down and would be much appreciated. 

If you are able to help either on the day or in baking a small 
plate of sweets, please let me know by Friday 14th October. 

Many thanks to our generous school community, 

Deborah Leigh 
0411 778 417 

to.deb.leigh@gmail.com 

 

 

CANTEEN 

  

 

 

 

MONDAY 
11.00 a.m. 

 
10th October 

 

Fiona Nicholson-Stocker 

WEDNESDAY 
10.00 a.m. 

12th October Renata Sedlacek 

FRIDAY 
10.00 a.m. 

14th  October Richelle Mil 
Sherry Rui Li 
Karen Zhang 

If you are unable to help please ensure that you advise Maria as soon as possible. 
DON’T FORGET – 

Please report to the Front Office to sign the Visitor’s Book and get a Visitor’s Label 
BEFORE proceeding to the Canteen. Any queries phone Maria on 0409 934 573 

 
 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=https://sites.google.com/a/syd.catholic.edu.au/stapscronulla/latest-news/canteenpricelist&ei=iOnjVP3DOKbImwXB5IGoAg&bvm=bv.85970519,d.dGY&psig=AFQjCNHanpTAEc41gFfXLdFLNQyOL9jmcQ&ust=1424308976750607
mailto:to.deb.leigh@gmail.com
https://www.worldteachersday.org/map/index.php/


ESSEX HEIGHTS PRIMARY SCHOOL  

Calendar 

OCTOBER 2016 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

3RD  
FIRST DAY OF 
TERM 4 
 
 

4TH 

 
 

5TH  
Grade 6 
Graduation 
Photo 

6TH  
Engineers 
Without Borders 
Workshops  
Yr. 4 
Yr 1 Excursion 
ACMI 

7TH  
Engineers 
Without Borders 
Workshops  
Yr. 3. 
 

  

10TH 

 
11TH 

YR 1 Excursion 
ACMI 
 
Graduation 
Meeting 7.30pm 

12TH 

Prep 2017 
Transition 
11.45AM 
 
PFA Meeting 
7.30pm 

13TH 

School Council  
7.30-9.30pm 

14TH 

 

  

17TH 

 
18TH 

 
19TH 

 
20TH 

Grounds 
Committee 
4.30pm 
Policy & 
Planning 
7.30pm 

21ST 

World Teachers’ 
Day Lunch 
1.30pm 
SHOWCASE 
6pm 

  

24TH 

NGV Excursion 
Yr 3 
 

25TH 

 
26TH 

Prep 2017 
Transition 
11.45AM 
 

27TH 

OSHC 
Committee 5pm 

28TH 

 
 
 

  

31st       

NOVEMBER 2016 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

 1 ST  
PUBLIC 
HOLIDAY – 
Melb Cup Day – 
NO SCHOOL 

2ND 

LAMP Day 
Activities 
Prep Science 
Morning 

3RD 

Prep Science 
Morning 
Count Us In 
12.30pm 

4TH  

 
  

7TH  
Edendale Farm 
Excursion – 
Prep 
 

8TH 

Botanic Gardens 
Excursion Yr 2 
 

9TH  
 
 

10TH  
School Council 
7.30pm 
 

11TH  
PFA Disco 6pm 
 

  

14TH 

 
15TH 

Prep 2017 Info 
Evening 7pm 

16TH 

 
17TH 

 
18TH 

 

  

21st 

Keyboard 
Concert 6.15pm 
Piano Concert 
7.30pm 
 

22nd 
 
 

23RD  

 
 

24TH  

OSHC 
Committee 5pm 
 

25TH  

 
 

  

28th 

 
 

29th 

 
 

30th 

PFA Meeting 
7.30pm 
 

    

  



 

COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD 

Products & services advertised in Contact are placed on a paid basis 
and are not necessarily being promoted by Essex Heights Primary 
School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Bark for Life is a unique event honouring the 
caring qualities of dogs during a human 
cancer experience. The event is a chance to 
recognise and celebrate cancer survivors, 
patients and their four-legged carers. It is also 
to honour and remember loved ones lost to 
cancer and to raise money to help save more 
lives. 

Bark for Life is being held on Sunday, 

October 9 from 10 AM to 2 PM at Jells Park 

South (Ferntree Gully Road entrance), 

Wheelers Hill. To register, please visit 

www.relayforlife.org.au/bark 

http://www.relayforlife.org.au/bark
http://www.relayforlife.org.au/bark


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

  



  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The NEW 2016 | 2017 Entertainment™ Book and Digital 
Memberships are available now and are packed with thousands of 
up to 50% OFF and 2-for-1 offers.  
 
From every Membership we sell, 20% of the proceeds go towards 
our fundraising for ESSEX HEIGHTS PRIMARY SCHOOL. The more 
Memberships we sell, the closer we get to our goal – so please 
forward this email to all your family and friends!  

 
 

ORDER FROM US TODAY  
 

 

 

For just $65, you'll receive over $20,000 worth of valuable 
offers.  

 
 

 

Use just a few of these offers and you'll more than cover the 
cost of your Membership!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/about/Choose-your-Membership
http://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/about/Choose-your-Membership
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/187402c
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/187402c

