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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

‘Showcase 2016’ – Spectacular! 

What a fantastic night we enjoyed at Robert Blackwood Hall last 
Friday night with our Showcase 2016. This annual event is a 
wonderful celebration of the music program here at Essex Heights 
and the quality of the children’s performances certainly impressed 
the audience as usual. 

Thank you to all the parents and friends who did come and support 
the children on the night. Having an appreciative audience is a 
highlight for the children and is the major reason for their 
enjoyment and enthusiasm to perform. 

Thanks also to all the teaching and support staff for the many 
weeks of hard work they put into preparation and rehearsal with 
the children, and for their work in supervision and carrying out key 
responsibilities on the night. 

CALENDAR DATES 

Term 4 2016  
Thurs 27th October OSHC Committee 5pm 
Fri 28th October Bandanna Day & Casual Clothes Day 
Tues 1st November Public Holiday (Melbourne Cup Day) – NO SCHOOL 
Wed 2nd November LAMP Day Activities 
Wed 2nd November Prep Science Morning 
Thurs 3rd November Prep Science Morning 
Thurs 3rd November Music - Count Us In 12.30pm 
Mon 7th November Prep Edendale Farm Excursion 
Tue 8th November Yr 2 Botanic Gardens Excursion 
Thurs 10th November School Council 7.30pm 
Fri 11th November PFA Disco! 
Tues 15th November Prep 2017 Information Night 
Thurs 17th November Policy & Planning 7.30pm 
Mon 21st November Keyboard Concert 6.15pm 
Mon 21st November Piano Concert 7.30pm 
Thurs 24th November OSHC Committee 5pm 
Tues 29th November PFA Secondhand Uniform Sale 3pm 
Wed 30th November PFA Meeting 7.30pm 
Thurs 1st December School Council 7.30pm 
Tue 20th December Last day of Term 4 – early dismissal at 1.30pm 
 



Thanks and well done also to our great team of professional and 
enthusiastic Instrumental Teachers who are the reason we have 
such a quality instrumental program here at Essex Heights. 

A big thank you to Tanya Dolence, our talented Music teacher, for 
her work in preparation of the choirs and marimba ensembles and 
her general leadership of Showcase during the planning and on the 
night. Of course, Tanya was strongly supported by Lisa Altin and 
Alyssa Kennedy with these three staff members providing the drive 
and skill that ensured a successful evening. 

Well done to all at Essex Heights, a great community event! 

  

Please note:  We have some additional Showcase programs that 
were missplaced on the night, so if you want to call past the Office 
you can pick up a souvenir. Also, there were quite a few umbrellas 
left at Robert Blackwood Hall, and they are also available to collect 
from the Office. 
 

World Teachers Day  

The United Nations' (UN) World Teachers' Day in October, annually 
acknowledges the efforts of teachers in an increasingly complex, 
multicultural and technological society. It is a day on which 
students, parents and community members can demonstrate their 
appreciation for the contributions that teachers have made to their 
community. 

In our rapidly changing and interdependent world, teachers not 
only have to ensure that students acquire solid skills in basic 
subjects, but also that they become responsible local and global 
citizens, at ease with new technologies and able to make informed 
decisions about health, the environment and other challenges. 

Our teaching staff at Essex Heights PS are passionate, dedicated, 
caring and committed to the learning of each and every child at this 
school. This is a perfect opportunity to acknowledge their hard 
work and determination to offer your children the best possible 
learning experience in their primary years of schooling. I 
acknowledge their exemplary dedication and enthusiasm in their 
ability to provide an outstanding learning environment for all 
students at Essex Heights Primary School. 

Thanks also to the Essex Heights PFA, and coordinator Deb Leigh, 
who provided a ‘thank you’ morning tea and amazing lunch for all 
staff last Friday. This is an annual event and the staff really 
appreciates this lovely gesture on behalf of the PFA and the whole 
community. It is particularly welcome on ‘Showcase’ day as this is a 
big day for staff. 



Additional thanks to our wonderful Education Support (ES) staff 
who also provided the teachers with a morning tea last week, as 
their way of celebrating World Teacher’s Day. 
 

Class Visit – 3F 

Last week I enjoyed spending time with Margaret Fitzpatrick and 
the children of 3F during a writing lesson. The children were 
working on a range of different writing activities including small 
groups with a teacher and working independently on the notebook 
computers. I played a game with one small group identifying 
metaphors and their meanings. In fact, I was pleased with the 
ability of the group to distinguish between a ‘simile’ and a 
‘metaphor’ ….. very impressive for Year 3. Following the small group 
activities, Margaret led a sharing time with all the children on the 
floor. 

Thanks to Margaret for her great work in building the literacy skills 
of the children in her care, and her positive contribution to the 
Year3 Team. Also Margaret’s leadership in the ICAS Program and 
facilitating the Somers and Woorabinda Camps. 

  
 

Class Visit – 3AW 

Yesterday I also enjoyed a visit with Jenny Austin and the children 
of 3AW. They were participating in a Writing Session with the focus 
on Persuasive Writing. I worked with a small group talking about 
the methods employed by advertisers to persuade their audience. 
We then scripted and filmed a short advertisement selling a ‘blow 
up’ ball found in the classroom. This was shared with the class at 
the end of the session. Another group was writing a persuasive 
piece to convince me that the children need longer recess breaks 
….. some good arguments!  

Thanks to Jenny for her great work in developing the writing skills of 
the children in Year 3, and her leadership and example across the 
school in the area of Science. 

  



Child Safe Standards 

At our last School Council meeting some new and amended policies 
were ratified to meet Child Safe Standards along with related 
policies. As usual, these policies will be made available on the 
school website. During Terms 3 and 4, all schools are required to 
develop a policy and ensure compliance with each of the Child Safe 
Standards which are the result of recommendations from the final 
report of the Victorian Parliament’s Betrayal of Trust inquiry. 
Compliance with these standards aims to build a stronger and more 
consistent approach to preventing and responding to child abuse. 
As each additional policy is ratified they will be published on our 
website. 
 

See you around the School, 
Andrew 
 
 

 MUSIC NEWS 

This year’s Music Count Us In song has been released. The students 
have been listening to it and the Year 5/6s have created actions. 
The song is called Let it Play and was composed by four school 

date for this year is next Thursday, 3rd November, at 12:30pm. 
 
If you don’t know about this event, here is a little info … 
The idea came about as a way of promoting music in schools; each 
year, one song is written and thousands of schools across Australia 
sing the same song on the same day at the same time as a way of 
joining students, teachers, parents and friends nationwide to 
celebrate the importance of music and community.  
 
If you would like to listen to this at home, please use the following 
link: 

https://musicaustralia.org.au/program/countusin/the-song/submit-
your-song/  

or search “MCUI Let it Play” in your web browser. 
 
Happy singing 
 
  

https://musicaustralia.org.au/program/countusin/the-song/submit-your-song/
https://musicaustralia.org.au/program/countusin/the-song/submit-your-song/


 
Berita Bahasa Indonesia! 

Congratulations to our 2016 Indonesian Dance Group who beautifully 
performed ‘Tari Kipas’ – Fan Dance at Showcase. Thank you to Year 5/6 BT 
Marimba Ensemble who competently played the accompanying 
traditional music. Well done to you all! 

 

 

The Power of Story:  Sing me, Dance me, 
Play me, Read me, Tell me a story … 

Date: 3rd October to 25th November,  
Monday to Friday from 10am to 4pm, 
workshops on Saturdays from 1.30pm to 
3.30pm 

Venue: Fo Guang Yuan Art Gallery,  
141 Queen Street, Melbourne 

A workshop will be run on each Saturday of the exhibition from 1.30pm to 
3.30pm: 
29th October  .............. Dancing a Panji story – Doctor Michael Ewing 
5th November  ............ ‘Si Kancil’ as a wayang story – Irene Ritchie 
12th November  .......... Weave me a Kalimantan or a Sumba story – 

Lauren Brand 
19th November  .......... Rendra and Indonesian Poetry – 

Professor Harry Aveling 

To raise funds, MIA will raffle Illuminations: Writing Traditions of 
Indonesia by Ann Kumar and John H Mc Glynn at $5.00 per ticket. 

For further information, please go to the website:   
http://www.museumofindonesianarts.org/upcoming/  

http://www.museumofindonesianarts.org/upcoming/
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=indonesian+flag&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=vE9dmqkGABpJyM&tbnid=GXW-XmKll7lTNM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://dialabull.net/confrontation.html&ei=M4I0VKyrIofmuQT3goGYBg&bvm=bv.76943099,d.c2E&psig=AFQjCNE1EoXALc2apgBILQvqfXifUO810g&ust=1412813718634400
http://www.museumofindonesianarts.org/


 FROM THE HEALTH CENTRE 

It has been on the news, so you may be aware that 
due to our very wet winter and spring we are in the 
midst of a Mosquito plague. 
I have been seeing quite a few kids with itchy bites in 

the past couple of weeks and to minimise class disruption, I usually 
apply Stingose ointment which calms and soothes the pain, itch and 
swelling. I have found this treatment to be quite effective. 
If you want other treatment than this, please send a note in with 
your child addressed to the Health Centre. 
For more information on how to avoid getting bitten, please refer 
to this link on the Better Health channel: 
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/videos/Beat-the-bite  

Julie Zuk 
First Aid Officer 

 
 

 FROM THE SUSTAINABILITY TEAM 

 
 
 
 
 

to those families who have donated 
ice cream containers to collect water 
in the bubblers for use on the garden 
and those who have volunteered to 
put the bins out each fortnight. 

Donations of clean 1L and 2L ice cream (or similar sized yoghurt) 
containers are still appreciated. Please place containers in the 
purple tub located in V5. 

We’re still looking for volunteers to put the bins out on 
13th November, 27th November and 11th December. If you can 
help, please see Marita Steward (V7) after adding your name to the 
roster kept at the Front Office. 

Regards, 
Marita Steward and the Sustainability Captains 

Happy 1
st
 Birthday 

Henny Penny & Chicken Little 

https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/videos/Beat-the-bite


 

 FROM THE JUNIOR SCHOOL COUNCIL 

 
Friday October 28th 

Canteen is an organisation that helps raise money for research for 
young people with cancer. 

The Junior School Council will be selling bandannas to support this 
cause. Bandannas are $4.00 each and will be sold each lunchtime 
from Monday 21st to Friday 28th October. JSC members will come 
to sell the merchandise to each class. 

Students can wear their bandanna every day and are permitted to 
wear casual clothes on the 28th to highlight the importance of 
Canteen and to support young adults with cancer. 

Thanks in anticipation of your support, 
The Junior School Council 

 
 

CANTEEN 

MONDAY 31st OCTOBER 

11am Michelle McFarlane & Helen Stephanou 

WEDNESDAY 2nd NOVEMBER 

10am Georgie Kelly & Prue Mahar 

FRIDAY 4th NOVEMBER 

10am Jenny May & Samantha Skuja 

If you are unable to help, please ensure that you advise Maria as 
soon as possible. 

DON’T FORGET – Please report to the Front Office to sign the 
Visitor’s Book and get a Visitor’s Label BEFORE proceeding to 

the Canteen. 
Any queries phone Maria on 0409 934 573. 

 
  

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=https://sites.google.com/a/syd.catholic.edu.au/stapscronulla/latest-news/canteenpricelist&ei=iOnjVP3DOKbImwXB5IGoAg&bvm=bv.85970519,d.dGY&psig=AFQjCNHanpTAEc41gFfXLdFLNQyOL9jmcQ&ust=1424308976750607


PARENTS AND FRIENDS NEWS 

Hi everyone, 
 
Wasn’t Showcase a wonderful night? The music was top quality, 
and it is always so terrific to see the children enjoying themselves 
so much. Huge thanks to Tanya Dolence, Lisa Altin, all the music 
teachers and all the staff who worked so hard to bring it together. 
It’s a massive day for the staff, and we’re really grateful for the 
effort they all put in. 
 
Big thanks to Deb Leigh for bringing together a morning tea and 
lunch last Friday to celebrate World Teacher’s Day. Deb sends a 
huge thank you to all the parents who baked delicious sweets, and 
for helping serve lunch to our fabulous teachers: Jan, Maria, Sophie, 
Stephanie, Andrea, Mina, Sharon, Steph, Fiona, Jen, and Kaye. 
Thank you to Nhien Truong for the donation of the amazing dessert 
cakes the teachers enjoyed at lunch - spectacular! Apologies if 
we’ve left out any names - everyone's help was very much 
appreciated and the teachers had a beautiful lunch and morning 
tea. Thank you to the teachers for coming along and allowing us to 
celebrate your efforts at Essex Heights. 
 
Make sure you have your order for delicious mangoes back to the 
school by Wednesday of next week. The mangoes will be delivered 
nearer the end of November. 
 
We’ve booked the DJ for the Essex Heights School Disco! Make sure 
your kids have their dancing shoes ready for Friday 11 November. 
Please return the money and permission slip by Friday next week 
(4 November). This is an event for Essex Heights children only, and 
we thank you for your understanding. If you have a current Working 
With Children Check and can help out with setup or supervision, 
please sign up at tinyurl.com/z5pt6bt. 
 
Thanks and cheerio, 
Andrea J 
 
 
 
 
 

http://tinyurl.com/z5pt6bt


 

 
 



 

EHPS CALENDAR 

OCTOBER 2016 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

24 

 
25 

 
26 

Yrs 5 & 6 Values 
for Life: Lead the 
Way 
Prep 2017 
Transition 
11.45am 
 

27 

OSHC 
Committee 5pm 

28 

 
  

31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER 2016 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

 
 

1 
PUBLIC 
HOLIDAY  
(Melb Cup Day) 
– NO SCHOOL 
 

2 

LAMP Day 
Activities 
Prep Science 
Morning 

3 

Prep Science 
Morning 
Count Us In 
12.30pm 
Finance 
Committee 
7.30pm 

4 

 

 

 

 

 

7 
Prep Edendale 
Farm Excursion 
 

8 

Yr 2 Botanic 
Gardens 
Excursion 
 

9 
 

10 
School Council 
7.30pm 

11 
PFA Disco 6pm 

 
 

 
 

14 

 
15 

Prep 2017 Info 
Evening 7pm 

16 

 
17 

Policy & 
Planning 
7.30pm 
 

18 

 

 
 

 
 

21 

Keyboard 
Concert 6.15pm 
Piano Concert 
7.30pm 
 

22 
 

23 

 
24 

OSHC 
Committee 5pm 
 

25 

 
 
 

 
 

28 

 
29 

Secondhand 
Uniform Sale 
3pm 
 

30 

PFA Meeting 
7.30pm 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  



 

COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD 
Products & services advertised in Contact are placed on a paid basis and are not necessarily 
being promoted by Essex Heights Primary School. 

 

 

 

 
   

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

   

 
 
 



 

 

 

 
We are running a community art project as part of the 
2016 Family Fun Day event called Post Your Postcard - 
www.monash.vic.gov.au/post-your-postcard. We would 
like to hear your stories through text, images or photos. 
If you are unable to make it to the Family Fun Day, you 
can download a template and either post it into Council 
or scan it back to events@monash.vic.gov.au for us to 
post your postcard on the large interactive map at the 
Family Fun Day. 
For more information about the Family Fun Day, click 
here: 
http://www.monash.vic.gov.au/Leisure/Upcoming-
Events/Family-Fun-Day-in-Ashwood-2016 

   

 
Look! There’s a Dog at School 

Written by Annette Van Zetten (Story Dogs volunteer) 
An early learning picture book for children ages 4 to 10. 

A fun rhyming story about a dog named Summer. 

She would like us all to be kind to each other. 

Meet her friends and see them play, 

It’s a happy life being Summer dog, especially on a 

school day. 

$17.95 per copy (includes $1 donation to Story Dogs 

& free post within Australia when purchased from my 

website – www.annettevanzetten.com) 

Order now in time for Christmas. 

 

 

 

http://www.monash.vic.gov.au/post-your-postcard
mailto:events@monash.vic.gov.au
http://www.monash.vic.gov.au/Leisure/Upcoming-Events/Family-Fun-Day-in-Ashwood-2016
http://www.monash.vic.gov.au/Leisure/Upcoming-Events/Family-Fun-Day-in-Ashwood-2016
http://www.annettevanzetten.com/

