
 

Year 5 

Newsletter 
Term 1 2021 

It’s the start of a new year!  

 Welcome - We look forward to getting to know you and your child as we work 
in a partnership throughout 2021. Our teaching team includes Moira Lennon 
(Year Level Coordinator), Emma Ung and Magdalene Lim. We are also 
pleased to welcome Liz Watson and Angela Davey as Year 5 education 
support staff. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions or 
concerns. 

We have a smooth start to the year planned for the children so they can settle 
in quickly. During the first two weeks, students are involved in our ‘Starting Up 
and Staring Out’ program where they revisit our expectations of “Be Safe, Be 
Responsible and Be a Learner,” as well as our school values of friendliness, 
honesty, respect, inclusiveness and persistence. 

The School Day - It is important that your child is at school prior to 8:50am to 
allow appropriate time for preparation to ensure they can start their lesson 
promptly at 9am. If your child arrives after 9am or needs to leave early, the 
child needs to be accompanied by an adult to the Front Office to collect a pass. 
We are starting Term 1 with the same staggered start/dismissal routine 
as the end of the 2020 school year. The year 5 drop off and dismissal location 
is the main gate directly in front of the school office.  

Communication - Weekly communication on what is happening at our school 
remains through COMPASS, the Contact newsletter (available on Fridays) and 
Monday afternoon Assembly. Please ensure that you check COMPASS 
regularly for any information specific to your child. The Year 5 Team will also 
strive to send out a weekly update via COMPASS regarding what areas of 
study we will be focussing on that week and any upcoming events/tasks 
students need to complete.  

Absences - If your child is away please record via COMPASS and ensure your 
child brings in a written note upon their return. 

Good Health Habits - Healthy snacks, such as fruit and vegetables, are 
encouraged throughout the day to support optimum concentration. Hats are 
compulsory during Term 1 and 4 and encouraged at all other times. 

 Term 1 
Important Dates 

 

Thurs 25/02 Pupil Free Day 

Mon 01/03 – Wed 03/03 Year 5 Camp 

Mon 15/03 – Tues  6/03 School Photos 

Mon 22/03 The Resilience Project 
Parent Online Information Session 

 

CAMP DETAILS: Year 5 
Camp will take place at 

Bayplay Iluka Retreat on 
the Mornington Peninsula. 

Camp intention forms 
MUST be returned to 

school by Wednesday, 
February 3rd. Medical 

forms will follow.   
 

“Education is not the learning of facts, but the 
training of the mind to think.” – Albert Einstein  

 

  



 

Other Information  
 

Specialist Timetable 

Monday – 5L Marimba 

Tuesday – 5M and 5U Marimba, Year 5 Sport 

Wednesday – Year 5 Art (with Mr Aubrey Hudson), 
Year 5 Sport  

Thursday – PE (with Ms Marita Steward), 
Indonesian (with Ms Meldeen Pratiwi), 
Music (with Ms Jessica Wynne), 
Chamber and Chorale Choirs 

Parent/Teacher Conferences – We look forward to 
meeting you and learning a little more about your child as 
we build a firm partnership in their education for the year 
ahead. Dates will be released soon and bookings will be 
made through Compass. Please complete the student 
information sheet and return to school prior to your 
interview. 
 
IMPORTANT PERSONAL UPDATES – Please update 
general permissions on compass as soon as possible 
(This includes photo permission, google apps permission, 
movie permission, etc.) In addition, we ask that every 
family update personal details through the office – 
mobile/home phone, address, email, etc. Any changes to 
medical information should also be communicated to the 
school and the child’s teacher.  
 

We look forward to working with you all and 
getting to know your children, watching 
them grow and develop over the year. 

-The Year 5 Teaching Team 

 

 

Homework - Students should read for a minimum of 15 
minutes each day. Research shows this is an extremely 
valuable contribution to their development in Literacy. 
Students are given word study work which is to be 
practised for 10 minutes each day along with activities 
that explore the meaning and use of words to allow for 
deeper understanding. It is also recommended that 
students practise their times tables for speed and 
accuracy. Students will be assigned one weekly 
mathematical application assignment (such as a practice 
set) as well as an integrated (history or science) task.   
 
 
Our Teaching Team 

 

Moira Lennon 
Level Coordinator 
5L (Location: B6) 

 

Magdalene Lim 
5M (Location: B3) 

 

Emma Ung 
5U (Location: B4) 

 

Liz Watson 
Education Support 

 

Angela Davey 
Education Support 

 

 



 

 

Curriculum  
Term 1  

Literacy • Build a community of readers 

• Explore how texts vary in purpose/structure 

• Identify aspects of literary texts that convey details about culture 

• Recognise differing viewpoints and interpretations 

• Acknowledge language features, use of vocabulary and idiomatic expressions 

• Describe the effects of ideas on particular audiences  

• Analyse information and link a variety of ideas from different sources 

• Create (plan, draft, publish) literary texts that experiment with structures, ideas 
and stylistic features - Recount, Narrative, Persuasive 

Numeracy • Place Value 

• Addition and Subtraction 

• Factors and Multiples 

• Length, Area and Volume 

• 2D & 3D Shapes  

• Grid References 

• Estimation 

Science –  
Space and Phases of 
Matter 

• Earth is part of a system of planets orbiting around a star 

• Solids, liquids and gases behave in different ways and have observable properties 
that help to classify them 

I.C.T. • Children will be made aware of cyber bullying and cyber safety (We will discuss 
these topics in depth in the classroom and hope that you can continue the 
discussion at home) 

• Students will work on naming files correctly, saving work effectively and password 
security  

• Students will be involved in using Google Classroom (google docs and google 
slides), Powerpoint, and Microsoft Word 

Personal & Social 
Capability  

• The focus will be on school values and wellbeing 

• All students have a voice through their Junior School Council Representatives 
(representatives attend regular meetings and are involved in social service to the 
community and abroad) 

• Prep Buddies and classroom roles  
 

 

You can find more information about the Victorian Curriculum at 
https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/  

 

https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/


 

 

We are grateful to work with The Resilience Project to support the mental 
health and wellbeing of students. Each student is provided with a 

wellbeing journal that will allow them to explore the benefits 
of Gratitude, Empathy and Mindfulness, and easy ways to practise these 

in everyday life. 

The Resilience Project lessons provide practical, evidence-based mental 
health strategies to build resilience and happiness. 

What is Gratitude? 

It’s about paying attention to the things and moments we have right now, and 
not worrying about what we don’t have. We practise gratitude by noticing the 
positives that exist around us, and by being thankful for things, places and 
people in our lives. 

What is Empathy? 

Empathy and kindness are closely linked. So are empathy and compassion. To 
be empathetic is to put ourselves in the shoes of others to feel and see what 
they are. We practice this by being kind towards other people. 

What is Mindfulness? 

Mindfulness activities help us to be present in the moment and often create a 
feeling of calm. We practice this through slowing down and concentrating on 
one thing at a time. This includes meditation, colouring in and flow states. 

 


