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Issue 11, 30th April 2021 

At EHPS we value:  Friendliness, Honesty, Inclusiveness, Respect, and Persistence 

 

CALENDAR 
May 
Fri 7  ..................  Yr 6 Winter Inter-School Sport 
Fri 7  ..................  Mother’s Day Stall 
Tue 11-Thu 13  ..  NAPLAN (Yrs 3 & 5) 
Thu 13  ..............  Yrs 3 & 4 Cross Country trials 
Thu 13  ..............  School Council meeting  
Fri 14  ................  Yr 1 Minibeast Wildlife incursion  
Fri 14  ................  Yr 6 Winter Inter-School Sport 
Thu 20  ..............  Yr 2 Mont De Lancey Historic Homestead  

excursion (2B & 2D)  
Fri 21  ................  Yr 2 Mont De Lancey Historic Homestead  

excursion (2O & 2PB)  
Sun 23-Sat 29  ...  Education Week:  Building Connections 
Mon 24  .............  Prep Community Walk  
Wed 26  .............  District Cross Country 
Fri 28  ................  Yr 6 Winter Inter-School Sport 
Mon 31  .............  Yr 5 Hands On Science incursion 

June 
Wed 2  ...............  Division Cross Country 
Wed 2  ...............  Prep Teddy Bears Picnic 
Thu 10  ..............  District Girls Soccer 
Thu 10  ..............  Jump Rope for Heart  

 

Students do not attend school on public holidays  
or student-free days. 

 
 

Whole School Assembly 
Every Monday at 2.40pm in Stadium. Parents are not  

permitted to attend under current guidelines. 
 

School Tours 
For 2021 & 2022 entry - Thursday & Friday at 9.30am.  

Bookings essential. 
 

2021 Term Dates 
Term 1:  27 January* to 1 April 
Term 2:  19 April to 25 June 
Term 3:  12 July to 17 September 
Term 4:  4 October to 17 December 

EHPS student-free days:  27 January*, 28 January, 25 February, 
and probably 11 August (TBC). 

* State wide student free day. 
 

PARENT PORTAL ON COMPASS 
https://essexheightsps-vic.compass.education 

 

CONTACT NEWSLETTER 
Published weekly on Friday during school terms and  

distributed via Compass. Previous issues accessible on 
our school website. 

 
 

Essex Heights Primary School 

22-30 Essex Road 

Mount Waverley VIC 3149 

Telephone:  (03) 9807 4944 

essex.heights.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au 

Principal:  Mr George Perini 
Office Hours:  8.30am to 4.30pm Monday to Friday  

during school terms. 

 

Dear Parents, Guardians and Carers,  

In recent times many COVID-19 restrictions have been 
eased throughout Victoria. At the same time we are urged 
to take precautions at school to ensure that we keep high 
standards of hygiene and maintain safe COVID practices.  
At Essex Heights we continue to implement the best  
possible procedures to keep all members of our school 
community safe and healthy. 

In the latest School Operations Guide, released this week, 
the Victorian Chief Medical Officer, Brett Sutton, has  
released a statement to Victorian schools and their  
communities which I enclose below for your information: 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank students, staff, teachers, parents and 
carers for ensuring a safe and successful 
start to the 2021 school year and to thank 
you for your cooperation during the short 

period of remote learning in February during the circuit 
breaker restrictions.  

As Term 2 commences, schools continue to be able to 
operate with a largely normal program of activity,  
enabling important on-site activities to return, such as 
school open days and working bees, with appropriate 
health and safety measures in place.  

Throughout the pandemic, Victorian schools have  
rapidly and successfully adapted to reduce the risk of 
COVID-19 transmission, embedding COVIDSafe  
principles by reinforcing good behaviours, creating safe 
spaces, adapting activities, and responding quickly to 
COVID-19 risk.  

While we have seen outbreaks emerge in Victoria, we 
have also witnessed our capacity to respond quickly to 
limit the impact of these outbreaks. 

Given the current very low risk of COVID-19  
transmission in the community, continued high rates of 
testing and wastewater monitoring, and continued  
observance of health and safety measures in schools; 
those with medical vulnerabilities or their carers can feel 
reassured to continue to safely work and learn on school 
sites, and enjoy the benefits of doing so.  

 
… continued on page 3 
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Information sent home: 
Follow up with your classroom teacher about any items on this list 

Year/Group  Notice/Activity 
Whole School (each family)  ......  Soccer X Pty Ltd After School Soccer Program  

This week’s information on Compass: 
Notifications sent this week that were about events/information that have passed  
may not be listed. 

Year/Group  Compass News Feed 

Prep  ...........................  PMP starts tomorrow - FINAL ROSTER 
  Foundation. ArtSEL Lesson: Calming Down Strong Feelings. 

Homework included.  

Year 1  ........................  ArtSEL Grade 1: Strong feelings. No homework. REVIEW 

Year 2  ........................  ArtSEL - Grade 2: Handling Making Mistakes. Homework  
included.  

  Year 2 Term 2 Newsletter 

Year 3  ........................  Weekly Parent Update  

Year 4  ........................  Year 4 Week 2 News & Resilience Project Home Activity  

Year 5  ........................  Term 2 Week 2 Year 5 Updates  

Years 3 & 5  ................  NAPLAN information 

Whole School  ............  Chess Club 
  Teaching consent to children and teenagers  
  The Razzamatazz Variety Show  

Compass Events: 

Year/Group  Notice/Activity and Payment & Consent Due Date 

Year 1  ........................  Minibeast Wildlife - $10 & consent due 10th May.  

Year 6  ........................  Winter InterSchool Sport - $45 & consent overdue,  
contact the Office to process.  

 

 Assembly:  Monday 3rd May 

At Assembly on Monday: 
 DIS moment art competition  
 Student of the Week, Birthdays and Baik Sekali awards 

Note: Items listed above are correct at time of publication, but may be subject to change. 

Unfortunately, parents/guardians are not able to attend Assembly due to the current DET guidelines. 

 Aariv S (1W)  
 

 May 

 2nd  ......  Timothy F 
 3rd  ......  Passindu S 
  Robin K 
 4th  ......  Carson L 
  Oliver B 
 5th  ......  Luna H 
 6th  ......  Emily A 
  Ryan N 
 7th  ......  Cooper D 
  Eva H 
 

We have a school membership with Parenting Ideas, one of Australia’s most trusted sources of parenting  
education and support, providing our school community with excellent resources, including Insights articles,  
and webinar attendance at no cost (a saving of $39). 

The following Insights article was distributed via Compass this week, and is also accessible on our school website: 
 Teaching consent to children and teenagers  

For further Parenting Ideas information, please CLICK HERE. 
 

 “Schools are at their dynamic best when teachers and parents work hand-in-hand together”   Michael Grose 

https://www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au/page/152
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 Principal’s Report 

George Perini   
Principal   

It is crucial, however, for everyone to remain vigilant by staying home when unwell, performing regular hand 
hygiene, wearing a mask when required and maintaining physical distancing from others when practical.  

Should cases of COVID-19 increase again in the community, I am confident that with COVIDSafe plans in place, 
alongside our ability to quickly identify and respond to cases, schools remain safe places for all staff and  
students. I also continue to be reassured by evidence that children are less impacted by the virus and are less 
likely to develop severe illness.  

The school community continues to have an important role to promote COVID-19 testing when a student or 
staff member has any symptoms, no matter how mild, and ensuring they remain home until they are well. 
Getting tested and staying home until results are known is critical to limiting community transmission. 

Adj Clin Prof Brett Sutton 
Victorian Chief Health Officer 

Kiss and Go Drop off Zone  
I would like to remind all families that the Kiss and Go drop off zone in front of the school on 
Essex Road is NOT a parking area that allows you to leave your car unattended during the  
specified times. The purpose of the zone is to allow parents to get their children safely in or 
out of the car (on the curb side), say goodbye, and quickly and carefully move on (maximum 
stay of two minutes), so this zone functions efficiently.  

Occasionally, some people may make a mistake in dropping off their children. I strongly encourage individuals 
not to take matters into your own hands. If you notice a problem, please notify the local council or the school, 
and we will try to ensure that the situation is not repeated. Also, if there are new members to our community, 
take the time to say hello and welcome them and explain the proper use of the Kiss & Go zone.  

We should always work together for the best interest of all our community members.  

Start and Finish Times 
A reminder that our start and finish times, in line with COVID-19 advice from the Department of Education and 
Training (DET), are: 

 Our school gates will be supervised by staff for an 8.45am arrival by all our students (Prep to Year 6).  
We encourage the children to say goodbye to their families at the designated gate for their year level,  
and walk directly to their classrooms. 

 Classrooms will open at 8.50am where the students will get organised in class for a prompt 9.00am start.  
 Prep and Year 1 students will finish school at 3.25pm. The children should be picked up from the gate  

designated for their class (Prep) or year level (Year 1). 
 Students from Years 2 to 6 will finish school at 3.30pm. They will be dismissed from the designated gate  

for their year level.  
 Students with a sibling/s will be dismissed from the gate of the youngest sibling.  

School supervision begins at 8.45am. If your child needs to be dropped off prior to this time, contact Paul Davis, 
our OSHC Coordinator, on 9807 2615 or 0417 941 986 to register for our Before School Care program.  

Thank you for your ongoing co-operation.  

 

 

I would like to wish all of our Orthodox families a very Happy Easter. I hope your families 
have wonderful day on Sunday and that the celebrations are filled with joy and  
friendship.  
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 NAPLAN 

Years 3 and 5 students will complete NAPLAN (National Assessment Program - Literacy and  
Numeracy) from Tuesday 11th to Thursday 13th May as follows: 

 Language Conventions and Writing - Tuesday 11th May 
 Reading - Wednesday 12th May, and  
 Numeracy - Thursday 13th May. 

Information for parents and carers has been provided via Compass.  

Please contact Ina Kuehlich if you require a student exemption. 
 

The students at EHPS continue to move through and engage in  
our lessons in The Resilience Project (TRP). Did you know that TRP has 
an at-home component? TRP@HOME is an online hub of activities and 
ideas to bring gratitude, empathy and mindfulness to day-to-day life:  
from kitchen table conversations, to bedtime stories and backyard  
expeditions.  

Please take time to check out the link provided here:   
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/at-home/  
 

 TRP@HOME 

Year 6 students were provided with their personalised Application for Year 7 Placement 2022 form last week. The 
form must be completed and returned to Con Papanicolaou by Friday 14th May. If you lose your child’s  
personalised form, please use the form attached to the Compass message.  

If you have any other questions, please don't hesitate to ask. Email Con Papanicolaou or contact Jo Yeaman in our 
Office. 

Con Papanicolaou 
Year 6 to Year 7 Transition Coordinator 

 

 Year 6 to Year 7 Transition 

 Year 6 Inter-School Sport 

Winter Competition 
The Winter Inter-School Sport competition for Year 6 students is underway, and running on Friday mornings.  

Payment of $45 and consent is required for this activity. If this is outstanding for your child, please come to 
the Office to finalise. 

We are looking for helpers for our Winter Inter-School Sport teams. The commitment would 
be Tuesday from 2.30pm to 3.30pm and/or Friday 8.50am to 11.15am this term. 

All volunteers must have a current Working With Children Check (WWCC) and have signed the 
EHPS Child Safety documentation. 

Please contact Marita Steward via email if you are interested. 
 

https://theresilienceproject.com.au/at-home/
mailto:con.papanicolaou@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:Marita.Steward@education.vic.gov.au
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It’s that time of year again. Engage your scientific thinking and put it to the test in the 70th Annual  
Science Talent Search (STS).  

 

 Science Talent Search  

Throughout Australia, the States and Territories provide Primary and  
Secondary school students the opportunity to enter a Science focused  
competition. The Science Teachers Association of Victoria (STAV)  
coordinates a statewide competition.  

This year’s Science Talent Search theme is Food: Different by Design.  
This fantastic theme gives great scope for creative and critical thinking.  

The multiple categories aim to stimulate students in the following ways: 

 Encourage independent self-motivated project work amongst students 
of science. 

 Provide opportunities to communicate their achievements to a wider 
audience. 

 Provide opportunities for recognition of effort and achievement in a  
scientific enterprise. 

 Promote involvement in processes of science and its communication. 

 Display primary and post primary student’s work to the public. 

The categories that students may choose from are:  
 Experimental Research 
 Picture Story Books (Creative Writing) 

 Food Farming in the city 
 The best insect recipe book 
 I can’t believe it’s not meat 
 My designer food 

 Working Models 
 Inventions 
 Posters – Scientific Wallcharts 

 The key to the bees 
 Food Design gone wrong 
 Sustainable global food production 
 Growing food on Mars 

 Games 
 Computer Programs – Games and Simulations 
 Science Photography 
 Video Productions 

For more information, please visit Science Talent Search information.  

Entry fees apply: 
 Individual  -  $8.00 per entry (inc. GST) 
 Group (max 2 students)  -  $15.00 (inc. GST) 

Please direct all enquiries to Mr Perini or Ms Austin. 

All students interested in participating in this year’s STS should attend a lunchtime meeting next Tuesday,  
4th May, at 1.45pm in the Hall. 

Final registration information must be into the school by Tuesday 25th May so that data can be entered by close of 
registration on 28th May. 
 

http://www.sciencevictoria.com.au/sts/forStudentParent.html
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EHPS and Deakin University have come together to provide a group of Pre-Service Teachers the opportunity to 
practise their lesson plan preparation, teaching and learning with the Prep and Year 1 classes. The Prep and Year 1 
classes have had some amazing learning opportunities in the area of Science. 

For the Prep level, the Deakin Pre-Service Teachers have taught small groups of children about the weather. They 
have looked at weather patterns, how weather affects our daily lives, and seasonal changes in the environment. 
There have been some engaging lessons and conversations around this learning. 

The Year 1 students worked in small groups to extend their understandings and knowledge of minibeasts. Some 
groups explored the playground to find minibeasts. Concepts taught include insect terminology such as segments, 
cocoon, larva and life cycles. The students played games, labelled diagrams and completed scientific drawings. 
They enjoyed working in mixed groups and acquired new knowledge through such a great teaching and learning 
opportunity. 

We thank Maria Capsalis and Elisha Cotterell from EHPS, as well as Maria Vamvakas from Deakin University, for 
organising this experience for the primary and university students. 

 

 Science with Deakin Uni 
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Students in Years 3 to 6 have been asked to learn the meaning of a word from the new word wall (see below) in 
the Music Room as homework. Students will explain what their chosen word means to their class in their  
classroom music lesson. You can ask your child to explain the meaning of the word they have chosen in  
preparation for their next music class.  

Students in Year 1 and 2 also know some of the words from the word wall, such as beat, rhythm, high and low.  

 Elements of Music Homework 

Our uniform supplier, PSW, has opened TODAY at their new 
location, 342-350 Springvale Road, Glen Waverley. 

The new location will offer a current, spacious, state-of-the-
art experience for customers, with some fantastic  
improvements, including the following benefits: 

 Large car parking facilities  
 Dedicated VIP ‘Click & Collect’ Service  
 ‘One on One’ personalised service for precise uniform 

fitting and advice  
 Fresh, well presented and packaged product  
 Express checkout queues to reduce waiting times  

during busy periods.  

The new uniform price list is accessible on our  
school website.  
 

 Uniform supplier has relocated 

https://www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/essex_heights_ps_19037__psw_uniform_price_list_flyer_april_2021.pdf
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 Parents & Friends News 

Mother’s Day Stall 
The Parents and Friends Club (previously known as the PFA) is super  
excited to be hosting a Mother’s Day Stall next Friday, 7th May.  
The stall will be open during school hours for children to purchase a small 
gift for their Mum/Grandma/Aunty/Special person. 

We are looking for volunteers to help set up the night before and on the 
day during school hours, if interested and available please sign up at 
https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/showSignUp/30e0949a9af2aa5fa7-ehps,  
or email ehpspfa@gmail.com to reach out to Betty Ciociari (President), Kaye Nolan (Secretary), Carolyn Mott 
(Fundraising Manager) or Somya Rastogi (Treasurer) for more information. Your support will be greatly  
appreciated. 

 

https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/showSignUp/30e0949a9af2aa5fa7-ehps
mailto:ehpspfa@gmail.com
https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/showSignUp/30e0949a9af2aa5fa7-ehps


 

EHPS Contact Issue 11 - 30 April 2021 Page 9 of 10 

 Crunch & Munch Canteen 

Lunch orders on Monday, Wednesday and Friday - 2021 menu. 

Canteen Roster 
Thanks to those parents who have volunteered to help in the Canteen. Your help is greatly appreciated.  

Monday 3rd May - 11.15am to 1.45pm   ....................  Angela Barwick 

Wednesday 5th May - 9.00am to 1.45pm  .................  Angela Millan 

Friday 7th May - 9.00am to 1.45pm  ..........................  Kelly Cutler 

Please sign the Visitor’s and COVID-19 Tracing Registers in the Office before coming to the Canteen. 

If you are unable to do your rostered duty, or you have any queries, please contact Maria as soon as  
possible on 0409 934 573. 

If you’ve considered volunteering in the Canteen, I’d still love to hear from you. Please complete the 
reply slip on the Canteen volunteer request, and return to the Office next week.  

Maria Vlahos 
Canteen Manager 

 

 Community Noticeboard 
Products & services advertised in Contact are placed on a paid basis and are not necessarily being promoted by Essex Heights Primary 
School. In responding to any advertisement, you accept full responsibility for the consequences of goods or services received. 

https://www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/1612134315canteen_menu_and_price_list_2021.pdf
https://www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/canteen_volunteer_request_2021.pdf
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