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Issue 26, 8 October 2021 

At EHPS we value:  Friendliness, Honesty, Inclusiveness, Respect, and Persistence 

 

CALENDAR 

October 

Mon 4 ................  Term 4 commences 
Mon 4-Fri 15 .....  Remote & Flexible Learning  
Mon 18-Thu 4  ...  Staggered return to School 
Thu 21  ..............  Prep 2022 Transition 2 via Zoom  
Thu 28  ..............  Prep 2022 Transition 3 via video  

November 

Tue 2  ................  Melbourne Cup public holiday 
Fri 5  ..................  All students return to School  
Tue 9  ................  Prep 2022 Information Evening via Zoom 
Wed 24  .............  EHPS student-free day  

 

Students do not attend school on public holidays  
or student-free days. 

 

Whole School Assembly 
Not permitted under current School Operation Guidelines. 

 

School Tours 
Not permitted under current School Operation Guidelines. 

 

School Hats - every day in Terms 1 & 4. 
 

Junior School Council 
Donate a gold coin to support our  
orangutan adoption project. 

 

2021 Term Dates 
Term 4:  4 October to 17 December 

EHPS student-free days:  27 January*, 28 January, 25 February,  
27 May, and 24 November. 

2022 Term Dates 
Term 1:  28 January* to 8 April 
Term 2:  26 April to 24 June 
Term 3:  11 July to 16 September 
Term 4:  3 October to 20 December 

EHPS student-free days:  28 January*, 31 January, and two 
additional days dates to be confirmed. 

Start of school 2022:  Years 1 to 6 start Tuesday 1 February, 
Prep SEA interviews 1 to 7 February, Prep first day at school  
8 February. 

* State wide student free day. 
 

PARENT PORTAL ON COMPASS 
https://essexheightsps-vic.compass.education 

 

CONTACT NEWSLETTER 
Published weekly on Friday during school terms and  

distributed via Compass. Previous issues accessible on 
our school website. 

 
 

Essex Heights Primary School 

22-30 Essex Road 

Mount Waverley VIC 3149 

Telephone:  (03) 9807 4944 

essex.heights.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au 

Principal:  Mr George Perini 
Office Hours:  8.30am to 4.30pm Monday to Friday  

during school terms. 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome to Term 4. I cannot believe that we are into the 
last term of 2021. This has again been a very difficult year 
for everyone, and I appreciate the pressure on all families, 
particularly where parents are working 
from home and trying to support children 
with home schooling. Thank you again for 
your continued support as we now move 
to, hopefully, the last few weeks of  
Learning at Home.  

I would like to remind everyone that 
the Compass parent portal is the 
school’s platform for communication 
with families. Please check it regularly 
so that you are up to date with all  
current information.  

Earlier this week I circulated a timetable for the staggered 
return to school. Some parents have contacted the school 
asking for the details of the return to school, so I have  
included it again in today’s newsletter. The table on page 
three summarises the ‘At school and the Learning at 
Home’ components for each year level.  

This staggered return is very complex for the school  
because consideration needs to be given to competing  
factors, including teacher planning and preparation for 
face-to-face learning at school, as well as Remote and  
Flexible teaching, on site supervision at school for children 
of Authorised Workers when they are meant to be learning 
at home, and other organisational matters such as yard  
duty, drop off/pick up procedures, and visitor protocols, 
etc.  

 … continued on page 3 

 Principal’s Report 

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/book-your-vaccine-appointment?utm_source=email+marketing+Mailigen&utm_campaign=School+Update+-+25+May+2021&utm_medium=email


 

EHPS Contact Issue 26 - 8 October 2021 Page 2 of 10 

This week’s information on Compass: 
Notifications sent this week that were about events/information that have passed 
may not be listed. 

Year/Group  Compass News Feed 

Prep  ...........................  UPDATE on Term 4, Week 2 Hard Copy Packs 
  Weekly Prep Message 

Year 2  ........................  Year 2 Planner and update for next week 

Year 3  ........................  Grade 3 Week 2 Term 4 work pack  
  Grade 3 Term 4 October 4-8 Introducing Emotion Management. 

Homework included. 

Year 4  ........................  Grade 4 Term 4 October 4-8 Calming Down. Homework included 
  Term 4 Week 1 Remote Learning Plan & Pack  

Year 5  ........................  Year 5 Updates (in preparation for Week 2) and Term 4  
Newsletter 

  Year 5 Term 4 Remote Learning  
  Grade 5 Term 4 October 4-8 Emotional management: Brain  

and Body. Homework included. 

Year 6  ........................  Year 6-7 Transition Update 
  Grade 6 Term 4 October 4-8 Transition Program: Multiple  

intelligences  

Whole School  ............  Updated On Site Supervision form  
  Parent and Carer Update 7 October  
  Hay Fever Management  
  National Ride2School Day Poster Competition  
  Parent and Carer Update 4 October 2021  
  RHS Sport e-Challenge results  
  Parent and Carers Update  
  Parents and Carers Update 21 September 2021  
 

 Abhee C (PD)  
 Celia W (PLG)  
 Shruthi D (3GO)  
 Olivia M (3L)  
 Ruby W (3L)  
 Nazli S (5M)  
 Shakthivel D (6MH) 
 

 October 

 9th  ......  Ethan T 
  Joshua W 
  Maxwell D 
 13th  ......  Isla F 
  Pranavi D 
 14th  ......  Ethan L 
 15th  ......  Lucas Z 
  Myia Y 
 

  

All students are invited to participate in  
the National Ride2School Day Poster Competition. The winning  
design will be used as the official 2022 National Ride2School Day 
poster, and the winner will also receive a BYK bike and helmet! 

If your child is interested in entering the competition, please read 
through the document (attached to the Compass message, or  
accessible under the Art Competitions menu on the Learning at 
Home Art & ArtSEL page).  

Use the template on page 2 to create a design and complete your entry, including the following details: 
School:  Essex Heights Primary School 
Teacher name:  Mr Hudson 
Teacher email:  aubrey.hudson@education.vic.gov.au 
School phone:  (03) 9807 4944 

Once you have done this, scan and email your entry (page 2) to ride2school@bicyclenetwork.com.au 
by the closing date of Tuesday 30 November.  

The 2022 National Ride2School Day is on Friday 25 March.  

Happy drawing! 

Aubrey Hudson 
Visual Arts Teacher  

 

https://www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/term_4_2021_poster_comp_v2.pdf
https://sites.google.com/education.vic.gov.au/visual-art-and-artsel/art-competitions
https://sites.google.com/education.vic.gov.au/visual-art-and-artsel/art-competitions
mailto:ride2school@bicyclenetwork.com.au
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… continued on page 4 

A few families have sought further clarification regarding issues I wrote about earlier in the week. Please  
refer below for more detail: 

• After the staggered return (Monday 18 October to Thursday 4 November, inclusive), children will be 
attending school every day from Friday 5 November. It is the school’s expectation that all children will  
return to full time learning at school from that date. There will not be a parallel at home learning program. 

• Wearing of Face Masks (please note the change to previous advice)   

 Today the Chief Health Officer announced that all children in Years 3 to 6 must wear a mask whilst at 
school.  

 All other children in Prep to Year 2 are recommended to wear a face mask whilst at school. This is not 
compulsory, but some children attending on site supervision have been wearing them.  

 Children must provide their own mask and need to look after it during the school day. 

 Staff are required to wear face masks where practical in a classroom situation, but need to wear them 
when around the school.  

• Vaccination 

 It is the Department of Education and Training’s expectation that all school staff will be fully vaccinated 
by 29 November.  

 Department guidelines will be followed meticulously. 

• COVIDsafety 
Our school will continue to enforce COVIDsafe behaviours and procedures: 

 Unwell staff and students must remain at home and get tested.  

 Practise good hygiene.  

 Maximise ventilation in classrooms / use outdoor spaces.  

 Students to physically distance, where possible.  

 Cleaning – keep surfaces clean.  

• Outside School Hours Care (OSHC) 

 The Before School Care (7am to 8.45am) and After School Care (3.30pm to 6pm) programs will  
continue to operate for the community.  

 During remote learning (until Friday 15 October) it is available for the children of Authorised Workers 
that are in the on site supervision program.  

 For children returning to school (from Monday 18 October), the program is available to them on the 
days that they are attending school. 

 

 Principal’s Report 
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 Principal’s Report 

Science Talent Search 
This year 35 students entered the Science Talent Search. Some participated individually while others 
joined with a partner. The theme this year was Food: Different by Design and they were all really  
interesting and creative entries. The projects included Poster and Wallcharts, Experimental Research, 
Creative Writing, Computer Programs and Games. In this most difficult year, the children did very well 

to complete their projects on time and to a very good standard. Three entries received  
Bursaries, five entries gained Distinctions, 10 were awarded a Merit result, and two entries gained 
acknowledgement. Congratulations to all involved for a job well done. I hope to see more great  
scientific thinking and fun in the years to come, as well.  

The STS Exhibition and Presentation day is Monday 8 November; more information will be provided.  

Being SunSmart - Hats and Sunscreen 
A hat that complies with our SunSmart Policy is compulsory in Term 4, and is required whenever 
a student is outside the classroom. Please ensure your child has a hat to wear every day this 
term when they return to school, and that it is clearly named preferably with their first and last 
names.  

If you wish for your child to apply sunscreen for recess and lunch times, they need to have their own named  
sunscreen in their bag; remind them to apply this before eating their snack or lunch. Students are required to 
apply their own sunscreen. 
 
 
Keep safe and well. 

Kindest regards, 

George Perini   
Principal   

 Leaving EHPS 

Our planning and preparation for the next school year is well underway, so if your child is leaving EHPS this 
school year, it is essential that you advise the school as soon as this is known. Please advise Mr Perini in  
writing via email as soon as possible. Include the following information in your email: 

1. Child’s name and 2021 class. 
2. Date of last day at EHPS (end of 2021 school year is Friday 17 December). 
3. Name of the school your child is enrolled at. 
4. Commencement date at new school (the 2022 school year commences on 28 January). 
5. The reason for leaving EHPS. 
6. New contact details, if any are changing (eg address, phone number, email). 

Please also note the following if your child is leaving EHPS: 
• Copy academic reports on Compass to an external source before the last day at EHPS; access to the parent 

portal closes when students leave EHPS. 
• Ensure that any outstanding school charges are paid. 
• Library books are returned.  
• If your child participates in the Instrumental Music Program, please advise Alyssa Kennedy in writing that 

they are withdrawing from the program, and if applicable, return hired musical instruments. 
 

http://www.sciencevictoria.com.au/sts/forStudentParent.html
mailto:essex.heights.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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 Health Centre 

Important Health Message:  Hay Fever/Asthma 
Spring brings the peak pollen season which of course brings on hay fever symptoms in people who suffer from this 
condition. 

Please be aware that many symptoms of hay fever overlap symptoms of COVID-19 that we are told to look out 
for. These include cough, runny nose, sore throat. 

People who experience asthma and hay fever are urged to keep their symptoms under 
control with the use of usual medications or other methods and be aware of the  
differences between their usual reactions and other viral symptoms. Please see your 
Doctor or talk to your Pharmacist if you have any questions about your current  
management and treatment. 

It is advised that if you are unsure about your symptoms, to get tested for COVID-19 and isolate until your results 
come in. 

Ongoing, children with hay fever symptoms at school, such as a cough, runny nose and/or a sore throat will be 
assessed accordingly. If we have no record of hay fever or a current allergy plan for this, the child will be isolated 
with supervision and then the parent will be rung and asked to collect their child as soon as possible and not  
return to school until asymptomatic. This will also apply if a child with Hay fever symptoms presents with any 
symptoms that are not listed on their current 2021 Allergy plan.  

We need an up-to-date Allergy plan for 2021 to complete with your Doctor if you believe your child suffers from 
hay fever. On this we need the symptoms listed that are typical of your child’s usual hay fever symptoms. We  
advise parents to follow the Melbourne Pollen app - https://www.melbournepollen.com.au/mobile-app/ - and 
particularly on High Pollen days, administer an antihistamine prior to your child coming to school in the morning  
if that is part of your hay fever management plan. 

A copy of the required Allergy plan is attached to the Compass notification sent this week; complete with your 
child’s doctor and return to the school prior to your child’s scheduled return to the classroom this term. 

If a child does not have a current signed plan for 2021, then you will be rung and asked to collect your child if they 
present with any symptoms of concern. 

Julie Zuk 
First Aid Officer 

 

The EHPS community was invited to run/walk around Australia in the  
RHSports e-Challenge from 16 August until 10 September. While Learning@Home, 
students (and their siblings) were encouraged to measure up a track in their  
backyard or run/walk around their neighbourhood (with parents of course) and  
tally up their results. 

The EHPS community travelled a huge 958.5km! Our contribution to the whopping 
190,317kms travelled throughout the challenge, way surpassing expectations!  
To put this in context, this equals: 
 over 13 loops around Australia,  
 4.7 times around Earth, and 
 nearly half way to the Moon! 

Well done to everyone who participated. 

 

 RHSports e-Challenge 

https://www.melbournepollen.com.au/mobile-app/
https://sites.google.com/view/rhsportsfitnesschallenge/home
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Jackie Carpenter is an Australian teacher who is liaising with NASA. NASA asked her 
to select some seeds which were taken to the International Space Station and  
orbited Earth before returning back to Earth. She chose wattle seeds because they 
are long living and Australian. 

The seeds were returned to Jackie and she has distributed them to Australian schools 
for planting and to be observed over their lifespan to see if their trip in space altered 
them. 

We were one of a few schools selected to be the recipients of these very special wattle seeds. In order to be in 
the running for selection, EHPS submitted a one minute video demonstrating why we would be suitable  
recipients of the wattle seeds. The video, made by our Year 6 student Pranavi D, helped us to secure the wattle 
seeds. It highlighted our proposed Mathematics Garden that has been planned and resourced over the past two 
years. In the Mathematics Garden, students, teachers, and the public (on weekends) are able to have fun with 
lots of activities while learning mathematical concepts. This garden is due for construction over the next year. 
We anticipate planting the seeds in this Mathematics Garden in the near future.  

Seeds in Space is an initiative of the One Giant Leap Australia Foundation, with support from the Australian  
Space Agency and collaboration with JAXA (Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency). The golden wattle seeds  
sent to the International Space Station were in space for seven months, from December 2020 to July 2021.  

Maria Capsalis and Jenny Austin 

 Seeds in Space 

We are very pleased by the number of students who will start their primary schooling in Prep at EHPS in 2022, 
and excited to begin getting to know them and their families throughout our School Transition Program over the 
remainder of this year. 

Unfortunately, the current school operation guidelines do not permit us to run our planned onsite School  
Transition Program. Therefore, a comprehensive, updated, online program has been prepared for our 2022 
Preps, as follows:  
 Story Time sessions (Monday 19 July and Monday 9 August) - cancelled. Watch our Story Time videos with 

Mrs Bright and Mrs Zaibak accessible on our school website.  
 Prep Transition 1 - A video featuring 2021 Prep teachers is accessible on our school website; a pack was 

sent to all enrolled Prep 2022 students over the school holidays containing craft materials for the activities 
in the video.  

 Glue & Glitter Art Session (Monday 18 October) - cancelled.  
 Prep Transition 2 - Children will participate in this session via Zoom on Thursday 21 October.  
 Prep Transition 3 - A video featuring the 2021 Specialist teachers will be available on our school website 

from Thursday 28 October. 
 Music Sing-A-Long Session (Thursday 4 November) - cancelled.  
 Information Evening - to be held via Zoom on Tuesday 9 November starting at 7pm for parents of children  

enrolled in Prep 2022 at EHPS.  
 Prep Transition 4 - Children will participate in this session via Zoom on Wednesday 24 November.  
 Orientation Day - Wednesday 1 December - to be advised pending school operation guidelines.  

The updated School Transition Program will be provided to all families of enrolled Prep 2022 students via email.  

Zoom links for each transition session will be provided via email prior to each session.  

Over the coming weeks, staff will also be visiting or making contact with all the kinders/preschools that our  
incoming students currently attend before the end of this school year as part of our transition program.  

Carolyn Wilson & Kirsten Lightfoot 

Prep 2022 Enrolment 
Children born on or before 30 April 2017 are eligible to enrol in Prep in 2022. If your child is starting primary 
school next year, or you know of family, friends or neighbours who have expressed interest in enrolling their 
child at EHPS in Prep next year, but haven’t yet, please contact Jo in our Office immediately regarding placement.  
 

 Prep 2022 School Transition Program updated 

https://onegiantleapfoundation.com.au/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3nTHulNAK1A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EWXKsHOTwqw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vtECKUHtqU4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jU-t73Wr48U
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 Sustainability 

Aussie Backyard Bird Count 

The BirdLife Australia Aussie Backyard Bird Count this year will be  
conducted from Monday 18 to Sunday 24 October. 

The Aussie Backyard Bird Count (#AussieBirdCount) is a great way to  
connect with the birds in your backyard no matter where your backyard 
happens to be — a suburban backyard, a local park, a patch of forest, 
down by the beach, or the main street of town. 

Taking part in the Aussie Backyard Bird Count is easy! Just spend 
20 minutes in your favourite outdoor space and tell us about the birds  
you see during that period (Backyard Birds of Victoria might be helpful). 
You can count as many times as you like over the week, we just ask that 
each count is completed over a 20 minute period. You can submit your 
results using the app (downloaded from the App Store or Google Play)  
or the web form. Every count helps. The data collected assists BirdLife 
Australia in understanding more about the birds that live where people 
live. 

For more information on how to take part, head to the Frequently Asked Questions page.  

Marita Steward 
 

 Parents & Friends News 

Showbags Fundraiser 
Thanks to everyone who supported the recent showbags fundraiser. We hope your kids enjoyed 
them!  

If you have a payment to make, please deliver it to the School Office between 9am and 4pm 
Monday to Friday. Ring from the front gate and Gael or Jo will collect it from you.  

 

If you have any questions please email ehpspfa@gmail.com. 
Carolyn Mott 

Parents & Friends Club 
Mum of Joshua (3GO), Nathaniel (1O) & Amelia ( Prep 2022) 

 Community Noticeboard 
Products & services advertised in Contact are placed on a paid basis and are not necessarily being promoted by Essex Heights Primary 
School. In responding to any advertisement, you accept full responsibility for the consequences of goods or services received. 

www.cabrini.com.au/EDdiscount 

https://aussiebirdcount.org.au/
https://www.birdsinbackyards.net/sites/www.birdsinbackyards.net/files/page/attachments/BIBY%20Vic%20Poster.pdf
https://aussiebirdcount.org.au/faq/
mailto:ehpspfa@gmail.com
https://www.cabrini.com.au/patients-and-families/services/directory/emergency-department
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 Community Noticeboard 
Products & services advertised in Contact are placed on a paid basis and are not necessarily being promoted by Essex Heights Primary 
School. In responding to any advertisement, you accept full responsibility for the consequences of goods or services received. 
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