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Issue 30, 5 November 2021 

At EHPS we value:  Friendliness, Honesty, Inclusiveness, Respect, and Persistence 

 

CALENDAR 
Correct at time of publication. Check Compass regularly for more  
information and updates.  

November 

Mon 8  ...............  STS Exhibition & Presentation Day 
Tue 9  ................  Prep 2022 Information Evening via Zoom 
Thu 11  ..............  Remembrance Day 
Fri 12  ................  Yr 6 Graduation fundraiser: Icypole Day 
Tue 16  ..............  Yr 4 Polly Woodside & Cook’s Cottage  

excursion 
 

Students do not attend school on public holidays  
or student-free days. 

 

Whole School Assembly 
Weekly on Monday at 2.40pm in Stadium.  

Parents not permitted to attend under current  
school operations guidelines. 

 

School Hats - every day in Terms 1 & 4. 
 

Junior School Council 
Donate a gold coin to support our  
orangutan adoption project. 

 

Outside School Hours Care 
Before School Care 7am to 8.45am / After School Care 3.30pm to 6pm 

All enquiries to OSHC Coordinator, Paul Davis 
Phone 9807 2615 or 0417 941 986 

 

2021 Term Dates 
Term 4:  4 October to 17 December 

EHPS student-free days:  27 January*, 28 January, 25 February,  
27 May, and 29 October (Prep only)/1 November (Yrs 1-6 only) 

2022 Term Dates 
Term 1:  28 January* to 8 April 
Term 2:  26 April to 24 June 
Term 3:  11 July to 16 September 
Term 4:  3 October to 20 December 

EHPS student-free days:  28 January*, 31 January, and two 
additional days to be confirmed. 

Start of school 2022:  Years 1 to 6 start Tuesday 1 February, 
Prep SEA interviews 1 to 7 February, Prep first day at school  
Tuesday 8 February. 

* State wide student free day. 
 

PARENT PORTAL ON COMPASS 
https://essexheightsps-vic.compass.education 

 

CONTACT NEWSLETTER 
Published weekly on Friday during school terms and  

distributed via Compass. Previous issues accessible on 
our school website. 

 

Essex Heights Primary School 

22-30 Essex Road 

Mount Waverley VIC 3149 

Telephone:  (03) 9807 4944 

essex.heights.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au 

Principal:  Mr George Perini 
Office Hours:  8.30am to 4.30pm Monday to Friday  

during school terms. 

Dear Parents and Essex Heights families, 

I hope that every family had an opportunity to catch up 
with family and friends over the Melbourne Cup break. It 
was so pleasing to see the whole school filled with smiling 
and happy children on Wednesday. They have all settled 
back to school very well and we look forward to a very  
productive six weeks until the end of the term. 

This is a very important term for our Year 6 students, and 
we hope that this last term at Essex Heights will be  
memorable and enjoyable for each child as they prepare 
for their transition to secondary school. Their Graduation 
will take place in the last week of school and will be a  
highlight in our annual calendar. 

Happy Diwali 
On behalf of our whole community, I would like to wish a 
Happy Diwali to all the families that celebrate this special 
day. The festival of lights signifies peace and joy, the  
victory of good over evil, and light over darkness. I hope 
that this celebration may have even greater significance as 
we move out of our dark times and give thanks for our  
reopening as a society. Best wishes to all EHPS families  
celebrating, and I hope that you have the opportunity to  
celebrate with your families. 

 

… continued on page 3 

 Principal’s Report 

Inappropriate viewing for children 
I would like to encourage all families to carefully monitor 
the online viewing content of their children. There are  
several thriller TV programs that are streamed on popular 
platforms such as Netflix, Stan, etc. Recently 
‘Squid Game’ has been highlighted in the media, 
and I am aware that children are talking about it. 
The content of this and other such programs is  
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This week’s information on Compass: 
Notifications sent this week that were about events/information that have passed 
may not be listed. 

Information about ArtSEL is not listed here.  

Year/Group  Compass News Feed 

Prep  ...........................  Prep Students at School  

Year 1  ........................  Year 1 News 

Year 3  ........................  Catching On Early - 2021 

Year 4  ........................  Year 4 Excursion - Tuesday 16th November  

Whole School  ............  Remembrance Day fundraising  
  Screen time habits for good eye health  
  OSHC-XPLOR 
  How birth order knowledge helps parents  
 

 Kavya J (4T) 
 

 November 

 6th  ......  Meghana G 
  Claire G 
  Ming Z 
 7th  ......  Ryan C 
  Oscar W 
 9th  ......  Ian K 
  Stevie V 
  Siam P 
 10th  ......  Caleb F 
  Jonathan W 
 11th  ......  Aarohi A 
 12th  ......  Abhee C 
  Olivia C 
 

At our first whole school Assembly this term (and for quite a while!) on Monday:  
• Welcome back! 
• Science Talent Search presentation 
• JSC - Year 6 graduation icy pole day fundraiser 

Note: Items listed above are correct at time of publication, but may be subject to change. 

Unfortunately, parents/guardians/carers are not permitted to attend under the current school operations 
guidelines.  

 Assembly:  Monday 8 November 

 Policy Updates 

The following policies has been updated by School 
Council, and can be accessed on our school website: 

• Administration of Medication  
• Curriculum Framework  
• First Aid (please note: the Care Arrangements for Ill Students and  

Students with Medical Conditions policy is now incorporated in the  
First Aid policy)  

 

 Crunch & Munch Canteen 

The Canteen will resume normal operating days next week, and lunch orders will be available  
on Monday, Wednesday and Friday. The complete menu will again be available (no restricted items).  

Maria Vlahos 
Canteen Manager 

 

https://www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au/page/58/Policies
https://www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/1612134315canteen_menu_and_price_list_2021.pdf
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 Principal’s Report 

totally inappropriate for primary school aged children. These programs are strictly for adults only. It is also worth 
noting that derivative games of these programs are also available on social media platforms such as YouTube and 
Tik Tok. As with all media, it is important for adults to be supervising the content that the children are viewing.  
Children should not be watching TV programs or using other forms of media in their rooms unsupervised. Please 
take the time to carefully monitor what your children are watching. 

World Teachers’ Day 
Friday 29 October was World Teachers’ Day. It is a day to recognise and celebrate the  
incredible contributions that teachers have made in our community. On behalf of our staff,  

I would like to thank Carolyn Mott and the PFC 
for their very kind gesture of providing a brownie 
for our staff on Wednesday. This was really  
appreciated, and we thank you for your  
kindness. 

Assembly Returns 
Next week we will have our first Assembly for Term 4. Sadly, parents still cannot attend, but it will be good to 
have the whole school together in the Stadium (classes/year levels will be socially distanced).  

Remembrance Day 
On Thursday 11 November we will again stop at 11am to commemorate the many soldiers that have 
served our country I battlefields across the world. Our school leaders will lead a service to mark this 
special day. Poppies will be sold at the front gates before and after school (see page 4 for details, or 
information on Compass).  
 
 
Kind regards, 

George Perini   
Principal   

We have a school membership with Parenting Ideas, one of Australia’s most trusted sources of parenting  
education and support, providing our school community with excellent resources, including Insights articles,  
and webinar attendance at no cost (a saving of $39). Insights articles and webinar details are published on  
Compass. 

Insights article: 
• Screen time habits for good eye health  

Upcoming Webinar: 
• Michael Grose presents: Using birth order knowledge for a parenting edge - to be held next Wednesday, 

10 November, from 8pm to 9pm. Offer valid until 31 December.  

For more Parenting Ideas information, please CLICK HERE. 
 

 “Schools are at their dynamic best when teachers and parents work hand-in-hand together”   Michael Grose 

The next session in our School Transition Program for the 2022 Preps is the Information Evening for parents next 
Tuesday, 9 November. The session will be conducted via Zoom; the link has been provided via email to all  
families with a child enrolled in Prep in 2022.  

 

 Prep 2022 School Transition Program 

https://www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au/page/152
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 ArtSEL  

The ArtSEL focus for Years 3 to 6 is published on Compass each week, including Home Links  
homework when set.  

Years 3 to 5:  Week 5 - Handling put downs 
Sometimes when people say mean and hurtful things to you, they can make you feel unimportant, 
small, bad or even angry. 

We can use our calming down steps for handling putdowns. 

After we have calmed down, we can use respectful and assertive language to respond to people who are putting 
us down, for example:  “You are saying hurtful things about me. Can you stop?” 

If you can’t get someone to stop putting you down, you need to go to an adult for help. 

This week, try and be assertive and kind to people. 

Next week’s focus:  learning to resist revenge. 

Year 6 - Transition Program:  Week 5 - How much should I really expect of myself? 
This week’s focus was to teach students that:  
 they can get smarter; and  
 smarter behaviour can improve their outcomes. 

Think of all the things you have got better at doing (e.g. walking, balancing, running, talking etc.). 

How did you do that? 

How did you change ‘Can't Do’ to ‘Can Do’?  

Next week’s focus:  learning about “my values”. 

Jean Elliott 
ArtSEL Coordinator 

 

Remembrance Day is observed on 11 November. There are many ways to commemorate 
from wherever we are - at home, school or work - this Remembrance Day: 

• Observe a minute's silence at 11am on the 11th November 2021  
• Explore the origins of Remembrance Day and it's traditions  
• Wear a poppy to pay tribute to the fallen  
• Read one of hundreds of articles about our veterans and their service  
• Make your own poppy or Remembrance wreath  
• Take a virtual tour inside the Hall of Memory  
• Share who you are remembering during the one minute's silence on Remembrance Day using the 

hashtag #WeRememberThem on social media. 

https://www.awm.gov.au/commemoration/werememberthem 

You may also like to support the RSL Poppy Appeal Remembrance Garden - https://poppyappeal.com.au/ 

The following items are available to purchase at school to raise funds for the RSL: 
 Poppies - $2, $5  
 Badges - $10, $20, $30, $50 
 Wristband - $3  
 Keytag - $4  
 Bagtag - $4 

Items will be on sale at the front gates of the school from 8.45am to 9am and 3.30pm to 3.45pm each day until 
sold out. Cash only; correct amount required as no change can be given.  
 

 Remembrance Day  

https://www.awm.gov.au/commemoration/werememberthem
https://poppyappeal.com.au/
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 Year 5  

Sovereign Hill Excursion 
Year 5 students will be attending an excursion at Sovereign Hill in Ballarat on  
Friday 26 November. Students will engage in the learning area of Humanities  
within the Victorian Curriculum, with an emphasis on Historical Knowledge. They  
will learn significant events in Australian history such as the Eureka Stockade and 
school/family life in the Victorian Gold Rush era. Students will have opportunities  
to explore the vast range of exhibits and pan for gold in the Sovereign Hill river. 

Details for this excursion: 
 Students are to arrive at school on Friday at 7.30am.  
 Buses will depart promptly at 7.45am and we will return to school at  

approximately 4.00pm.  
 All students must bring a face mask and a small backpack with a water bottle, 

packed morning tea and lunch (in throw-away wrappers). They may choose  
to bring travel activities such as playing cards or paper for drawing to keep  
occupied on the bus.  

 Students must wear their school uniform.  
 We ask that everything brought along for the excursion is labelled.  
 As there are many stores to buy souvenirs, students may bring up to $15  

for purchases and carry their own money securely and responsibly for the day. 

Excursion information is published on Compass. Consent and payment has already 
been completed. If you no longer wish for your child to attend this excursion,  
please contact the School Office.  

 

Hands On Science Incursion 
Year 5 students will participate in a Hands On Science incursion about electricity  
on Tuesday 30 November.  
 

 Parents & Friends News 

Secondhand Uniform  
We’re hoping to run a Secondhand Uniform Sale later this term, if permitted by the school operations guidelines. 
If you have any uniform to donate, we would be grateful to receive it in anticipation of the sale, and for any of 
our new families who are joining the EHPS community who are seeking this option.  

Donated uniform must have the current school logo (no old logo items please), be clean and in 
good condition. Deliver to the school by waiting at the front gates in Essex Road, phoning the 
Office on 9807 4944, and Jo or Cassy will come out to collect it from you. We look forward to  
receiving those uniform items that you no longer require, and assisting the school with the funds 
raised.  

Sam Watson 
Mum of Ivy (1O) & Charlie (Prep 2022)  

Niki Ngo 
Mum of Caitlin (3HD) & Sienna (1K)  

https://sovereignhill.com.au/


 

EHPS Contact Issue 30 - 5 November 2021 Page 6 of 6 

 Sustainability 

Aussie Backyard Bird Count Snapshot 

The Aussie Backyard Bird Count was held from 18 to 24 October this year. Here is a snapshot of the 
3149 postcode: 

 

A massive 263 people from this postcode submitted results during the week.  

Visit the https://aussiebirdcount.org.au/ to find out more about the goings on in the bird world.  

Damper Creek is a lovely space to bird watch. Some of the species seen over the week in your postcode are  
pictured above. Keep an eye out to see these and more species. Wondering how you can help? Visit BirdLife  
Victoria to connect with experts and novices alike. 

Marita Steward 
Sustainability Coordinator 

 

 After School Activities 

Soccer 

The six week after school soccer program 
for Term 4 starts on Monday, 8 November.  

For information and registration -  
www.soccer-x.com. 

 

https://aussiebirdcount.org.au/
https://www.soccer-x.com/

