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Issue 24, 9th August 2019 

At EHPS we value:  Friendliness, Honesty, Inclusiveness, Respect, and Persistence 

 

CALENDAR 
August 
Mon 12-Fri 16  ...  Celebration Week 
Mon 12  .............  Sensory & Meditation Garden Opening 
Mon 12  .............  Prep 2020 Storytime 
Tue 13  ...............  Yr 3 CERES Community Environment Park 

Excursion 
Thu 15  ..............  Prep PMP 
Thu 15-Wed 21  .  Book Fair 
Fri 16  ................  Hari Indonesia 
Fri 16  ................  Secondhand Uniform Stall 
Sat 17-Fri 23  .....  Book Week: Reading is my Secret Power 
Mon 19  .............  Monash Youth Music Festival 
Tue 20  ...............  Science Discovery Dome 
Wed 21  .............  Yrs 3-6 House Athletics  **NEW DATE** 
Wed 21  .............  PFA Meeting 
Thu 22  ..............  Prep PMP 
Thu 22  ..............  Yr 1 Fairy Tale Fiasco incursion 
Thu 22&Fri 23  ...  Yr 4 Taskworks Excursion & Sleepover 
Fri 23  ................  Science Discovery Dome 
Thu 29  ..............  Father’s Day Breakfast 
Fri 30  ................  District Athletics 
Fri 30  ................  Father’s Day Stall 

September 
Tue 3  .................  Yr 4 Mulgrave District Basketball Gala Day 
Thu 5  ................  Prep 2020 Transition Session 1 
Mon 9-Wed 11  .  Dental Van visit 

 

Students do not attend school on public holidays  
or student-free days. 

 

School Assembly 
Every Monday at 2.40pm in the Stadium. All welcome. 

 

School Banking - every Tuesday. 
 

School Tours 
for 2019 or 2020 entry - Thursday & Friday at 9.30am.  

Bookings essential - contact the Office. 
 

Enrolment 
Year 1 to 6 2020 entry: Lodge by Friday 29th November. 

 

2019 Term Dates 
Term 1:  29 January* to 5 April 
Term 2:  23 April to 28 June 
Term 3:  15 July to 20 September 
Term 4:  7 October to 20 December 
* 29 January is a state wide student free day. 
EHPS student-free days: 30 January, 22 May, and 2 August 

 
 

COMPASS PARENT PORTAL 
https://essexheightsps-vic.compass.education 

 
 

Essex Heights Primary School 

22-30 Essex Road 

Mount Waverley VIC 3149 

Telephone:  (03) 9807 4944 

essex.heights.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au 

Principal:  Mr George Perini 
Office Hours:  8.30am to 4.30pm Monday to Friday  

during school terms. 
… continued on page 3 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Dear parents and friends of our Essex Heights community, 

Singapore International Choral Festival 

On Tuesday, the Singapore Choir  
returned home after having an  
amazing time at the Choral Festival. 
Due to their hard work and the  

wonderful instruction of Ms Tanya Dolence, the choir was 
presented with a Silver Award with a score of 74.2. What a 
fantastic effort!! Parents and staff have all endorsed the 
success of the trip and the participation of all of the  
children. A huge thank you must go to the four staff who 
were in charge of the camp - Tanya Dolence, Ina Kuehlich, 
Carolyn Wilson and Elisha Cotterell. This week long, 24 hour 
a day commitment has made lifelong memories possible for 
our talented children. It was also so good to see the parents 
sharing photos and the full experience through their 
‘WhatsApp’ accounts. So many photos and videos were 
shared between the families. Also a big thank you to the 
parents who participated in the tour as well. Your support 
of the children and the staff has been greatly appreciated. 
Huge congratulations to 
all 51 members of the 
delegation!!!! 

Years 3 to 6 House Athletics Carnival  
Rescheduled 

Due to the very poor weather predicted for 
today, we have postponed the House Athletics 
Carnival until Wednesday 21st August. The 
venue for the rescheduled event is now the 
Knox Athletics Track in Knoxfield, as we could 
not be accommodated at our original venue. 

https://essexheightsps-vic.compass.education/
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This week’s information on Compass: 

Year/Group  Compass News Feed 

Prep  ..........................  Information 

Year 6  ........................  ArtSEL Transition Program 

Years 3 to 6  ...............  Athletics Carnival Postponed 

Whole School ............  Parent Opinion Survey - due date reminder 
  Book Fair is Coming 

Compass Events: 

Year/Group  Notice/Activity and Payment & Consent Due Date 

Year 1  ........................  Fairytale Fiasco - $13 & consent by 17th August 

Year 3  ........................  CERES Community Environment Park - $36 & consent by  
TODAY, 9th August 

Whole School ............  Hari Indonesia (Indonesian Day) - $10 & consent by 15th August 

Selected Students  .....  Monash Youth Music Festival - Chamber Choir - $10 & consent  
by 16th August 

 

 August 

 11th  .......  Ian G 
  Raffi T 
 12th  .......  Emily R 
  Helena R 
  Anhad K 
  Thomas C 
 14th  .......  Aaliyah S 
  Faye L 
  Ethan S 
 15th  .......  Alysha H 
 16th  .......  Stephanie P 
 

 Assembly:  Monday 12th August 

At Assembly on Monday: 
 Book Fair & Book Week promotions 
 Singapore Choir presentation 
 Science Week 
 School Banking winners 
 Student of the Week & Baik Sekali awards 

Note: Items listed above are correct at time of publication, but may be subject to change. 

Assembly starts at 2.40pm in the Stadium. All welcome.  

Family financial statements have recently been issued to families by email (please check your Junk folder if you 
haven’t got it in your Inbox). If you’ve received a statement, outstanding charges are payable now: 

 Compass Pay or BPay are the preferred methods of payment. 
 At the Office: 

 Credit card/Eftpos (Visa/MasterCard; minimum transaction of $20) 
 Cheque payable to Essex Heights Primary School, or  
 Cash (correct amount as we don’t hold any cash in the Office). 

 Instrumental Music:  Charges are not payable via Compass. Payment by BPay preferred; otherwise at the 
Office. 

Please see our Business Manager, Barbara McCann, if you are experiencing financial difficulty and want to  
discuss a payment plan; Barb is available each weekday except Wednesday. 

 Family Financial Statements 

Parents/guardians of students attending government secondary schools were notified on Wednesday by letter 
from EHPS of their child’s Year 7 Placement for 2020. 

If you child did not receive a place in the preferred secondary school, parents/guardians may appeal the Year 7 
placement by writing to the Principal of the preferred secondary school, outlining the grounds for appeal. This 
letter must be lodged with the secondary school by Monday 19th August 2019, where it will be considered by 
the Principal. 

 Year 7 2020 



 

EHPS Contact Issue 24 - 9 August 2019 Page 3 of 14 

 Principal’s Report 

… continued on page 4 Photos: George Perini 

Year 6 ArtSEL Transition Program 

As the end of their primary schooling approaches, the Year 6 students are now engaged in a targeted transition 
program to get them ready for secondary school. This innovative ArtSEL program helps to address key questions 
that Year 6 students have identified as issues, as well as preparing our children on issues such as making new 
friends. This week Year 8 students from Mount Waverley Secondary College facilitated discussion with our  
students around their own transitional experiences. The session was very successful and students found the  
activity very valuable. In subsequent weeks the students will be involved in many transitional activities that will 
make their move to secondary school a very successful one. 

Parent Opinion Survey 2019 - Timeline has been extended 

WE WANT YOU TO TELL US WHAT YOU THINK 

This year we are again conducting the Department of Education Parent Opinion Survey 
to find out what parents think of our school. About 30% of our school community have 
been selected at random and invited to participate in the survey.  

The survey deadline has been extended, and now closes on Sunday 18th August. 

Thank you to the 56 families that have completed the survey. I now encourage all other families that have been 
contacted to please complete the online survey as soon as possible. It should only take about 15 minutes to 
complete the survey. Please be assured that your responses are completely confidential and that the survey is 
conducted anonymously. 

The survey results will be reported back to our school at the end of September. Survey results will be  
communicated to parents through the 2019 Annual Report. 

We look forward to your feedback so that we can continue to make our school the best it can be for the benefit 
of all of our children. 

Prep 100 Days of School 

On Wednesday the Prep children celebrated 100 days at school. It was amazing to see so 
many families really engaging with the 100-year-old concept. The children looked fantastic. 
They were involved is activities that centred around 100 or being old, and finally it  
culminated in a wonderful lunchtime picnic in the Hall as well as each child receiving their 
special 100 day certificate. Thank you to everyone for making the first 100 days so exciting 
for the children. May it continue for every subsequent 100 days! 

Opening of the Sensory and Meditation Garden 

On Monday there will be a ceremony to officially open the Sensory and  
Meditation Garden. It will be a small but very important ceremony that will be 
attended by the Parliamentary Secretary for Schools, Tim Richardson. I would 
like to invite parents to attend and join in our celebration of this important 
addition to our school grounds. We expect Mr Richardson to arrive at 
11.30am. The location of the opening will be dependent on the weather. If  
we are not at the garden we will be re-locating to the Hall with Years 1 to 3 in 
attendance. 
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 Principal’s Report 

 

George Perini   
Principal   

Book Week and Book Fair 

On Monday 19th August we will be celebrating Book Week by having a dress up day around the 
theme of ‘Reading is my secret power’. I look forward to seeing as many children as possible 
dressed up for the special Book Week Assembly. Look for more Book Week and Book Fair details on 
pages 5 and 8 in this newsletter. 

What is your secret power???? 

Principal’s Reading Challenge 

4 weeks to go! I hope that your child is enjoying the Principal’s Reading Challenge. 

Prep to Year 2:  Classroom teachers are reading books in class and keeping a record of book titles read, and will 
receive a Participation Certificate for listening to 30 books read in class. They will also receive a Principal’s  
Challenge Reading Certificate if they read 30 books at home (take home readers can be 
included); these must be recorded on the record sheet provided. 

Years 3 to 6:  Read a minimum of five novels independently to be eligible to receive a  
Principal’s Reading Challenge Certificate; record the details on the provided record sheet. 

All students have received the Principal’s Reading Challenge information and record 
sheet. Record the details of the books read and return the completed sheet to your  
classroom teacher by Friday 6th September. 

Happy ready everyone! 
Lena Papadatos 

 Monash Youth Music Festival 

A Call for Volunteers 

Over the years, students from Essex Heights have taken part in the Waverley Eisteddford, now rebranded as the 
Monash Youth Music Festival (MYMF). This is a fabulous opportunity for students to be exposed to musicians 
from other schools and to be able to gain more experience performing in a large auditorium. The MYMF is run by 

volunteers, without them the event couldn’t take place. If you would like to give back to 
our music community and you have a couple of hours free during the festival fortnight 
(3rd to 19th August), please contact Yu Cheng (email YuCheng_MYMF@outlook.com) 
and arrange a time that suits you. No experience or music knowledge required. Thanks 
to those who choose to volunteer. For those who would like to come and see our 
Chamber Choir competing, we will be performing on Monday 19th August during the 
10am section – maybe you could also volunteer at that time? 

Tanya Dolence 

mailto:YuCheng_MYMF@outlook.com
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Being Assertive 

In ArtSEL this week, we are learning to be assertive. Being assertive helps you communicate what 
you need or want in a way that is respectful towards friends and adults in school. We do this by 
looking people in the eye, having our shoulders back and using a strong and confident voice.  
Being assertive is different from being passive or aggressive. When you are passive, you are shy 
and nervous about communicating what you need or want. When you are aggressive, you are often  
demanding and not thinking about other people’s perspective. This week, try practising being assertive. It’s a skill 
you can use when solving problems, asking for help, standing up for yourself or others, and making friends. 

Year 6 Transition Program 

This week in the ArtSEL Transition Program, the Year 6 students were involved in a Peer Supported Transition  
initiative established by Gateway LLEN. This one hour program links Essex Heights Year 6 students with selected 
Year 8 students from Mount Waverley Secondary College (MWSC). The selected MWSC students will facilitate  
general discussions around their own transitional experiences. The activity is set up as a circle time discussion that 
allows children to explore and address issues which concern them regarding transition to secondary school and will 
debunk some of the common fears and misconceptions. 

The Year 8 Mount Waverley students have been trained to discuss and alleviate fears and concerns about the  
transition experience. This is particularly useful as they have already gone through the transition process and can 
respond to concerns and questions in the same language. 
 
If you would like to know more about this program, please come and see me. 

Nikki Olsen    
ArtSEL Teacher    

 ArtSEL 

Theme:  Reading is My Secret Power 
Dates: 17th to 23rd August 2019 

Each year across Australia, the CBCA (Children’s Book Council of Australia) brings children and 
books together celebrating Book Week. During this time schools, libraries, book sellers, authors, 
illustrators and children celebrate Australian children's literature. 

To celebrate this special event at Essex Heights, we will commence our Book Week with a  
special assembly on Monday 19th August. Students are asked to come dressed up as their  
favourite book character that shows how reading is their secret power. There will be a costume  
parade at the special assembly; parents/guardians are welcome to attend, starting at 2.30pm in 
the Stadium. We are lucky enough to have 10 signed Andy Griffiths books to give as best dressed 
prizes! 

Where will you find your secret power? At Hogwarts, the land of Oz, under the sea, or maybe in  
outer space? 

 Book Week 
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 Years 5 & 6 Engineers Without Borders Incursions 

All 5/6 students participated in the Engineers without Borders school outreach  
program this year. The program introduced students to the challenges faced by  
engineers who work in the developing world through a hands-on workshop. They focussed on: 

 What do engineers do? 
 What problems do developing communities face? 
 How do engineers solve these problems? 

In teams, students worked together to build a prosthetic leg using basic materials. All teams were given the 
same budget, and the winning team had to meet the three criteria of shock absorption, weight distribution 
and range of movement. All of the kids had a wonderful time becoming engineers for a day. We are very 
proud of their participation, presentations and problem-solving skills. 

Moira Lennon (Level Coordinator) on behalf of the 5/6 Team 
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 Berita Bahasa Indonesia 

Hari Indonesia 2019 

Hari Indonesia (Indonesian Day) 2019 is next Friday, 16th August , and is being celebrated again in the week of 
Indonesian Independence Day. This year, students will again be immersed in Indonesian culture through games, 
craft and an incursion from a world-renowned Indonesian dance group, Suara Indonesia Dance Group. The  

company were formed and founded in 2001 by Alfira O'Sullivan, and has 
performed at a number of national and International festivals as well as 
conducting workshops for professional and personal development in 
schools and universities. CLICK HERE for more information, or type  
http://suaraindonesiadance.com.au/ into your web browser. 

Parents are invited to join in on the festivities with their child/ren's class. 
Refer to the timetable (below) to see when you may like to join in. The day 
will conclude with a whole-school assembly where a snapshot of the day 
will be showcased. 

In the lead up to this exciting day, each building has been allocated an Indonesian island to research and  
decorate accordingly. The buildings and their islands are as follows:  Eucalyptus - Java, Banksia - Bali,  
Violet - Sumatra, Portables - Rinca, Flores & Komodo Islands. If you would like to research and create an  
artefact to share with your child's building, please feel free to send it along to the classroom with your child. 

Terima Kasih, 
Bu Sarah 

Timetable 

http://suaraindonesiadance.com.au/
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 Book Fair 

Reading for pleasure unlocks the power of information and imagination and helps children discover who they 
are. Here’s what you can do to help children develop stronger reading skills and a love for reading: 

 Set the example. Let children see you read. 

 Have a collection of books in your home. Update this collection routinely to keep up with changing tastes 
and reading skills. 

 Support our school’s Book Fair. Allow your children to choose their own books to read. 

The theme of our Scholastic Book Fair this year is Dino-Mite, where we hope you 
will Stomp, Chomp, and Read! It’s a fun reading event that brings the books kids 
want to read right into our school. It’s a wonderful selection of engaging and  
affordable books for every reading level. Please make plans to visit our Book Fair and be involved in shaping your 
child’s reading habits. All students have received a Scholastic Book Fair brochure, including wish list. 

Book Fair dates & shopping hours 
Thursday 15th August  .............................  3.15pm to 4.15pm 
Friday 16th August  ..................................  8.15am to 8.50am and 3.15pm to 4.15pm 
Monday 19th August  ...............................  8.15am to 8.50am and 3.15pm to 4.15pm 
Tuesday 20th August  ...............................  8.15am to 8.50am and 3.15pm to 4.15pm 
Wednesday 21st August  ..........................  8.15am to 8.50am and 3.15pm to 4.15pm 

Special activities & competitions - Lots of exciting prizes to be won 
Build a Supa Buddy (It’s your turn to create your own super hero) 
Design and decorate your own super hero’s cape 
Funny Fill-Ins – Your story 
How many dinosaurs in the jar? 
Coloring competitions 

Keep an eye out for Clifford and Geronimo Stilton popping up around the school! 

We look forward to seeing you and your family at our Book Fair in the Library, 
which is being held to correspond with Book Week! Come, look  and find your secret 
power in books, and remember, all purchases benefit our school. 
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National Science Week is officially from Saturday 10th to Sunday 18th August - 
CLICK HERE for more information. 

We will be celebrating Science Week at EHPS exploring the theme of  
DESTINATION MOON- More missions, more science (also the theme of this year’s Science 
Talent Search) in the week commencing Monday 19th August. We are looking forward to 
the whole school attending an educational session in the Science Discovery Dome on two 
days during this week - Tuesday 20th and Friday 23rd August. The Science Discovery 

Dome is a mobile planetarium 
and science education dome 
that uses a combination of  
immersive fulldome digital  
projections and movies. 

CLICK HERE for more information and to book. 

 Science Week 

https://www.scienceweek.net.au/
https://deakinsteme.org/event/family-science-games-night-2019/
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 Year 1 Fairy Tale Fiasco Incursion 

As part of the Integrated Unit 'Tales: Tall or True,' Year 1 students will work with presenters 
from The Drama Toolbox to create a fairy tale in the Fairytale Fiasco incursion on  
Thursday 22nd August. Children are to come to school dressed in their favourite fairy tale 
costumes. 

Incursion information has been published on Compass. Payment of $13 and consent is due by 
17th August. 

As part of our Term 3 theme ‘Australia’s First People’, Year 3 students will be visiting 
CERES Community Environment Park next Tuesday, 13th August. The children will take 
part in a number of activities aimed at building their understanding of Indigenous  
Australian culture. These workshops will provide learning opportunities around the history 
and culture of the Wurundjeri Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders, including discovering  
traditional bush foods, taking part in cultural songs and dances, as well as participating in some historical  
nature walks and bush planting. 

Students will need to be at school at 8.45am on this day, ready to leave promptly for the excursion. They need 
to bring in a small backpack: 

 Morning tea/snack 
 Lunch 
 Water (no cans or fizzy drinks) 
 A warm jacket 

CERES encourages all visitors to pack a waste free lunch so, where possible, please use reusable plastic  
containers. 

Excursion information has been published on Compass. The cost of this excursion is $36, which covers the full 
day program and buses (CSEF may be used for this excursion). Please complete the permission and payment by 
TODAY, Friday 9th August. 

If you have any questions, please speak to your child’s teacher. 

 Year 3 CERES Community Environment Park Excursion 

 

Five weeks to go! 

The 2019 Victorian State Schools Spectacular (VSSS) will be held on  
Saturday 14th September. Two shows - 1pm and 6.30pm - will be performed at 
Melbourne Arena. 

For more information about the VSSS - CLICK HERE . 

Tickets are available from Ticketek - CLICK HERE or 
type www.ticketek.com.au/spectacular into your 
web browser. 

The EHPS VSSS mass dancers! 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/Pages/spectacular.aspx
https://premier.ticketek.com.au/shows/show.aspx?sh=STATESCH19&utm_source=ticketek.com.au&utm_medium=friendlylink&utm_campaign=STATESCH19
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 Munch & Crunch Canteen 

Canteen Roster 

Monday 12th August  - 11.15am to 1.45pm  ..............  Monica Fulton 

Wednesday 14th August - 9.00am to 1.45pm  ...........  Jing Mu & Paula Di Maggio 

Friday 16th August - 9.00am to 1.45pm   ...................  Lavina Moschou, Nicole Allison & Sherry Yip 

Please remember to sign the Visitor’s Register in the Office before coming to the Canteen. 

If you are unable to do your rostered duty, or you have any queries, please contact Maria as soon as  
possible on 0409 934 573. 

Maria Vlahos    
Canteen Manager     

 Parents & Friends News 

The PFA can be contacted via email on ehpspfa@gmail.com. 

Fiona Nicholson Stocker 
(Mum of Allison 3F) 

 Secondhand Uniform Stall 

NEXT FRIDAY, 16th August, from 3pm to 3.45pm in the Stadium. 

Helpers needed from 2.00pm. 

Donations for the secondhand uniform stall can be left at the Office or in 
the lost property boxes at any time - please mark the bag "donations".  
Donated items should be clean, have names removed, and be in good  
condition (no "old" logo, stained or torn items)! Thank you. 

Father’s Day 

Father’s Day events are approaching: 

 Breakfast on Thursday 29th August 

 Stall on Friday 30th August 

Andrea, Kathryn, Nicole and Steph are organising these activities, and they need your 
help on the day! Please make sure each event is a great success, and sign up using 
the links below: 

 Father’s Day Breakfast (Thursday 29th August) - CLICK HERE or type https://tinyurl.com/FDBreak2019 
into your web browser. 

 Father’s Day Stall (Friday 30th August) - CLICK HERE or type https://tinyurl.com/FDStall19 into your  
web browser. 

 

mailto:ehpspfa@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c084aada829a2ff2-fathers9
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c084aada829a2ff2-fathers10
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For more information - click here. 

https://www.cabrini.com.au/patients-and-families/services/new-redirectorpage-8/our-fees-and-student-discount-explained/cabrini-ed-student-discount/
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 Community Noticeboard 
Products & services advertised in Contact are placed on a paid basis and are not necessarily being promoted  
by Essex Heights Primary School.  
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