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Issue 27, 15 October 2021 

At EHPS we value:  Friendliness, Honesty, Inclusiveness, Respect, and Persistence 

 

CALENDAR 
Correct at time of publication. Check Compass regularly for  
information and updates.  

October 

Mon 18-Thu 4  ...  Staggered return to School 
Thu 21  ..............  Prep 2022 Transition 2 via Zoom  
Thu 28  ..............  Prep 2022 Transition 3 via video 

November 

Tue 2  ................  Melbourne Cup public holiday 
Fri 5  ..................  All students return to School  
Mon 8  ...............  STS Exhibition & Presentation Day 
Tue 9  ................  Prep 2022 Information Evening via Zoom 

 

Students do not attend school on public holidays  
or student-free days. 

 

School Hats - every day in Terms 1 & 4. 
 

Junior School Council 
Donate a gold coin to support our  
orangutan adoption project. 

 

Outside School Hours Care 
Before School Care 7am to 8.45am / After School Care 3.30pm to 6pm 

All enquiries to OSHC Coordinator, Paul Davis 
Phone 9807 2615 or 0417 941 986 

 

2021 Term Dates 
Term 4:  4 October to 17 December 

EHPS student-free days:  27 January*, 28 January, 25 February,  
27 May, and 24 November. 

2022 Term Dates 
Term 1:  28 January* to 8 April 
Term 2:  26 April to 24 June 
Term 3:  11 July to 16 September 
Term 4:  3 October to 20 December 

EHPS student-free days:  28 January*, 31 January, and two 
additional days dates to be confirmed. 

Start of school 2022:  Years 1 to 6 start Tuesday 1 February, 
Prep SEA interviews 1 to 7 February, Prep first day at school  
Tuesday 8 February. 

* State wide student free day. 
 
 

PARENT PORTAL ON COMPASS 
https://essexheightsps-vic.compass.education 

 

CONTACT NEWSLETTER 
Published weekly on Friday during school terms and  

distributed via Compass. Previous issues accessible on 
our school website. 

 
 

Essex Heights Primary School 

22-30 Essex Road 

Mount Waverley VIC 3149 

Telephone:  (03) 9807 4944 

essex.heights.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au 

Principal:  Mr George Perini 
Office Hours:  8.30am to 4.30pm Monday to Friday  

during school terms. 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Next week we begin the staggered return to school for our 
children. All the staff are so looking forward to seeing the 
children again. The return to school will have a few clear 
foci: 

• Reconnection with school, class, teachers and  
routines. 

• Student Wellbeing. 
• Academic progress with a focus on/but not exclusively 

on Literacy and Numeracy. 

Next week, beginning Monday 18 October:  

• Prep students return to school from Monday to  
Wednesday, and are Learning at Home on Thursday 
and Friday. (This will be the same until all children  
return to school on 5 November).  

• Years 1 and 2 students are Learning at Home from 
Monday to Wednesday, and return to school on  
Thursday and Friday. (This will be the same until all 
children return to school on 5 November).  

• Years 3 to 6 will continue with Learning at Home for 
the whole week.  

• Any student attending On Site Supervision must bring 
their own pencils and pencil case.  

• If parents decide to keep their child at home for fear 
of COVID-19 on any day the child is required to be at 
school, a letter must be written to me prior to the  
absence. Parents/carers must also enter a Parent 
Choice absence note on Compass.  

• Additional work will not be provided for families who 
choose to keep their children at home on their  
scheduled days at school. The children will be marked 
absent.  

An outline of the next few weeks is summarised in the 
Staggered Return to School table on page 3. I will again 
give you a weekly update to ensure that everyone is well 
informed about the upcoming week’s expectations. 

 … continued on page 3 

 Principal’s Report 

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/book-your-vaccine-appointment?utm_source=email+marketing+Mailigen&utm_campaign=School+Update+-+25+May+2021&utm_medium=email
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This week’s information on Compass: 
Notifications sent this week that were about events/information that have passed 
may not be listed. Notifications about ArtSEL and Learning at Home Specialist  
sessions are not listed here.  

Year/Group  Compass News Feed 

Prep  ...........................  Important information about Week 3 - Onsite Learning &  
Learning Packs  

Year 2  ........................  Year 2 update & next week’s (18th Oct) planner 

Year 3  ........................  Grade 3 Week 3 Term 4 work pack 

Year 5  ........................  Year 5 Updates (in preparation for Week 3)  

Year 6  ........................  Graduation Meeting 

Whole School  ............  Parent and Carer Update 13 October  
  Science Talent Search  
 

 October 

 16th  ......  Madison L 
  Abhyuday S 
 18th  ......  Fatima A 
 19th  ......  Taite B 
  Meyli N 
 20th  ......  Sophie L 
 21st  ......  William B 
  Vincent J 
  Nina V 
 22nd  ......  Dylan C 

 ArtSEL  

The ArtSEL focus for Years 3 to 6 is published on Compass each week, including Home Links  
homework when set.  

Years 3 to 5:  Week 1 - Emotional Management 
We learnt about Emotional Management of the Brain and the Body. 

Our emotions are automatic reactions to things we see and hear (such as what someone says to us). The brain 
sends out a “feelings alarm” that gets our brain and body ready to respond. 

Years 3 to 5:  Week 2 - Calming Down 
We learnt about Emotional Management and how we can calm down.  

There are five calming down steps:  
1. Doing something physically active like walking around and thinking calm thoughts.  
2. Doing something relaxing like taking your brain to a calm place. 
3. Thinking about something else.  
4. Using belly breathing.  
5. Using positive self-talk.  

Recognise your physical and mental signs of stress, then Pause and Think twice by using your brain.  

Enjoy your day, stay calm. 

Year 6 - Transition Program:  Week 1 - Map My Smarts 
This week we continued with the Transition Program and learnt how to ‘Map My Smarts’.  

How to identify your strengths:   To unlock your genius, you need to work out what you are already good at. 
Building upon strengths goes a lot further than fixing weaknesses.  

You don’t need to be good at everything:   The good news about the different areas of intelligence is that you 
don’t need to be a genius in every area. To develop intelligence, you need to know what you are good at and  
amplify those strengths. Intelligence is made up of many parts and not just limited to IQ and academic smarts.  

Year 6 - Transition Program:  Week 2 - Rex and Albert 
This week we learnt about Rex and Albert and ‘The Stress Response’. To simplify things a bit, you have two brains.  

Albert:   The first is the brilliant, insightful, creative and compassionate brain that evolved most recently in  
humans. Now we could call the clever, creative, brilliant, wonderful, imaginative, fantastic and genius part of  
your brain (tap on your forehead), the prefrontal cortex; in honour of Albert Einstein lets call it “Albert”. 

Rex:   The second part of your brain evolved a long, long time ago and forms the bottom part of your brain. This 
part of your brain keeps you alive. 
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… continued on page 4 

Next week, On Site Supervision will also be available for eligible families when their children are ‘Learning at 
Home’.  

The criteria for eligibility have not changed. Please note that an authorised worker permit from the authorised 
worker’s employer must be provided to access the school’s on-site program. 

The eligible categories are: 

• Children where both parents and/or carers are authorised workers who cannot work from home, work 
for an authorised provider and where no other supervision arrangements can be made: 

 Where there are two parents/carers, both must be authorised workers and working outside of the 
home, in order for their children to be eligible for on-site supervision.  

 For single parents/carers, the authorised worker must be working outside the home in order for their 
children to be eligible for on-site supervision. 

• Children experiencing vulnerability, including: 

 Children in out-of-home care. 

 Children in the PSD program. 

 Children deemed vulnerable by a government agency, funded family or family violence service, and is 
assessed as requiring education and care outside the family home. 

 Children identified by a school or early childhood service as vulnerable, including, via referral from a  
government agency, or funded family or family violence service, homeless or youth justice service or 
mental health or other health service. 

Based on the staggered return to school program, if your child requires on-site supervision from  
Monday 18 October until Friday 22 October, please complete the On Site Attendance form provided in the 
‘Parent and Carer Update 13 October’ Compass notification and return it to the school (it was due by 12pm 
today, Friday 15 October). Email the completed form and permits to essex.heights.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
(please note change of email address to that specified in the Compass notification and on the form). 

As we transition back to at school learning, I would like to remind you of procedures that will be followed. 

It is worth noting that we are still awaiting further guidelines from the Department of Education & Training (DET), 
but the points below are the current expectation or procedures. 

• Wearing of Face Masks: 

 All children in Prep to Year 2 are recommended to wear a face mask whilst at school. At this stage this  
is not compulsory.  

 All children in Years 3 to 6 are required to wear a mask whilst at school. At this stage it is expected to 
apply when they are in class. (Awaiting further DET advice) 

 Children must provide their own mask and need to look after it during the school day 

 Staff are required to wear face masks where practical in a classroom situation but need to wear them 
when around the school.  

 

 Principal’s Report 

mailto:essex.heights.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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 Principal’s Report 

• Drop Off and Pick Up 
For children/families when returning to at school learning program (from 18 October) 

 To minimise congregation, maintain physical distancing and to retain the consistent approach that has 
served us well over the past 18 months, the school will follow the same drop off and pick up procedures 
that were in place just before lockdown.  

 Parents and non-essential visitors will not be permitted on site. 
• Parents should drop off and pick up their children at the usual gates/locations.  

 School gates open for all students at 8.45am and all students must be in class by 8.50am. 

 Dismissal: 
• Prep and Year 1 at 3.25pm from usual gates/locations. 
• Years 2 to 6 at 3.30pm from usual gates/locations. 

 Parents needing to contact a teacher should ring the School Office or send the class teacher an email. 
Please note that, due to a teacher’s school commitments, a response may not be possible immediately. 
Allow 24 hours for a response. 

 For an urgent matter, parents should contact the School Office on 9807 4944. 

• Visitors 

 Only essential visitors/contractors will be permitted on site.  

 There may well be vaccination requirements related to all visitors on school grounds. (Awaiting further 
DET advice).  

• COVIDsafety 
Our school will continue to enforce COVIDsafe behaviours and procedures: 

 Unwell staff and students must remain at home and get tested.  

 Practise good hygiene:  
• Use of hand sanitiser. 
• Reduce sharing of equipment / Sanitise as required. 

 Maximise ventilation in classrooms / use outdoor spaces. 

 Students to physically distance, where possible. 

 Cleaning – keep surfaces clean. 

• Outside School Hours Care (OSHC)  

 The Before and After School Care program will continue to operate for the community. 

 During remote learning it is available for the children of authorised workers that are in the ‘On Site  
Supervision’ program at school.  

 For children returning to school, the program is available to them on the days that they are attending 
school. 

• Canteen 
Our School Canteen will resume providing lunch orders from Monday 8 November. 

SunSmart 
As the children transition back to learning at school, a reminder that a hat that complies with our 
SunSmart Policy is compulsory in Term 4. 

 
 
I look forward to seeing the children back in our school grounds next week. 
Keep safe and well. 
Kindest regards, 

George Perini   
Principal   
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Parents of Year 6 students should have received communication from secondary schools confirming your child’s 
enrolment in Year 7 2022. 

Some families may have been considering an independent school for their child, after initially receiving a  
Government School placement. If your child is now enrolled and will be attending an independent school in 
2022, parents need to contact the Government School to inform them of this change, as well as notifying  
myself (con.papanicolaou@education.vic.gov.au) or Jo Yeaman (essex.heights.ps@education.vic.gov.au).  
This is so our records can be updated and are correct. 

If you have any further questions about Year 6 to 7 Transition, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

Con Papanicolaou 
Transition Coordinator 

 Year 6 to Year 7 Transition 

2022 Captains 
The 2022 Captaincy process will begin soon. Year 5 students will partake in lessons that reflect on leadership  
opportunities and build their knowledge of job application letters. They will have the chance to hear from  
the 2021 Captains, and practice answering interview questions. Final captaincy application letters are due  
Tuesday 16 November.  

Year 6 2022 Bomber Jackets 
Year 5 students will also have input on the design for their Year 6 2022 bomber jackets this term. A parent  
representative is needed to communicate directly with PSW, our uniform supplier. If you are interested, please 
contact Moira Lennon.  

Year 5 Team 
 

 Year 5 

School Transition Program  
The Transition 2 session in our updated School Transition Program for our 2022 Preps will be held via Zoom  
next Thursday, 21 October. The children will meet a Prep teacher and some other children starting at EHPS, and 
are invited to bring their favourite soft toy to share with everyone. We’re also looking forward to seeing the  
monkey craft and/or puzzle that the children made from the craft materials mailed to them and created  
following the instructions in the Transition 1 video.  

Carolyn Wilson & Kirsten Lightfoot 

Prep 2022 Enrolment 
Children born on or before 30 April 2017 are eligible for entry to Prep in 2022. Planning and preparation for the 
2022 school year is well underway. If you have a child who will start primary school next year, or know of family, 
friends or neighbours who have expressed interest in enrolling their child at EHPS in Prep, but haven’t yet  
enrolled, contact us regarding placement next week.  
 

 Prep 2022  

mailto:con.papanicolaou@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:essex.heights.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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The annual Victorian State Schools Spectacular program is an invaluable performing arts opportunity for  
Victoria’s government primary and secondary school students. 

The program showcases and unites government school communities through working towards a common goal  
of more students reaching the highest level of achievement in the arts, ensuring kids are happy, healthy and  
resilient, and building pride in our schools. 

The Spectacular has become an invaluable rite of passage for Victoria’s top young talent, and a cherished,  
memorable education experience for all participants. 

The 2022 VSSS is scheduled to be held on Saturday 10 September.  

Register now for 2022 
Plans for the 2022 Spectacular performing arts program are already underway, registration 
for online auditions are open now, and statewide training will kick off in February 2022.  
All students keen to be involved (e.g. orchestra, Victorian State Schools Choir) in 2022 are 
encouraged to register to audition, and get ready for what we hope is a much more  
Spectacular year.  

Register now to participate.  
 

 

 Sustainability 

Celebrate National Bird Week - 18 to 24 October 

Last year Australians counted 4.6 million birds in seven days! 

Your contributions help maintain a database which can inform decisions  
regarding local area planning and the status of species monitoring for the 
health of their populations.  

No prior knowledge is needed as the resources will guide 
you to identify and learn more about the birds in your  
local area.  

The count is easy to participate in, you can use the links 
below to learn more about BirdLife Australia and use  

their information to help you. Or simply download the app (right) from an app store.  

BirdLife Australia information can be found at:  https://aussiebirdcount.org.au/ 

Bird Quizzes:  https://aussiebirdcount.org.au/quizzes/  

More celebrations to come with National Recycling Week from 8 to 14 November!! 

Marita Steward 
 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/pages/spectacular.aspx
https://aussiebirdcount.org.au/
https://aussiebirdcount.org.au/quizzes/
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 Community Noticeboard 
Products & services advertised in Contact are placed on a paid basis and are not necessarily being promoted by Essex Heights Primary 
School. In responding to any advertisement, you accept full responsibility for the consequences of goods or services received. 
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