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Issue 28, 22 October 2021 

At EHPS we value:  Friendliness, Honesty, Inclusiveness, Respect, and Persistence 

 

CALENDAR 
Correct at time of publication. Check Compass regularly for  
information and updates.  

October 

Mon 18-Thu 4  ...  Staggered return to School 
Thu 28  ..............  Prep 2022 Transition 3 via video 
Fri 29  ................  Prep student-free day  

November 

Mon 1  ...............  Yrs 1 to 6 student-free day  
Tue 2  ................  Melbourne Cup public holiday 
Fri 5  ..................  All students return to School  
Mon 8  ...............  STS Exhibition & Presentation Day 
Tue 9  ................  Prep 2022 Information Evening via Zoom 

 

Students do not attend school on public holidays  
or student-free days. 

 

School Hats - every day in Terms 1 & 4. 
 

Junior School Council 
Donate a gold coin to support our  
orangutan adoption project. 

 

Outside School Hours Care 
Before School Care 7am to 8.45am / After School Care 3.30pm to 6pm 

All enquiries to OSHC Coordinator, Paul Davis 
Phone 9807 2615 or 0417 941 986 

 

2021 Term Dates 
Term 4:  4 October to 17 December 

EHPS student-free days:  27 January*, 28 January, 25 February,  
27 May, & 29 October (Prep only)/1 November (Yrs 1-6 only). 

2022 Term Dates 
Term 1:  28 January* to 8 April 
Term 2:  26 April to 24 June 
Term 3:  11 July to 16 September 
Term 4:  3 October to 20 December 

EHPS student-free days:  28 January*, 31 January, and two 
additional days dates to be confirmed. 

Start of school 2022:  Years 1 to 6 start Tuesday 1 February, 
Prep SEA interviews 1 to 7 February, Prep first day at school  
Tuesday 8 February. 

* State wide student free day. 
 

PARENT PORTAL ON COMPASS 
https://essexheightsps-vic.compass.education 

 

CONTACT NEWSLETTER 
Published weekly on Friday during school terms and  

distributed via Compass. Previous issues accessible on 
our school website. 

 
 

Essex Heights Primary School 

22-30 Essex Road 

Mount Waverley VIC 3149 

Telephone:  (03) 9807 4944 

essex.heights.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au 

Principal:  Mr George Perini 
Office Hours:  8.30am to 4.30pm Monday to Friday  

during school terms. 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

This week has been filled with the joyous sounds of  
children in classrooms happy to be back at school with 
their friends and teachers. Even though this has been a 
challenging time for everyone, thank you all for the  
support of your children, the staff, and the school  
throughout the lockdown. 

As the children return to school, the staff will be focussed 
on reconnection with school and classmates, learning, as 
well as re-establishing class and school wide procedures.  

COVIDSafety 
A few families have decided upon a more cautious  
approach by not immediately agreeing for their children to 
return on site. In the current climate, there is a degree of 
extreme caution and hesitation about the spread of  
COVID-19.  

At Essex Heights we are taking all precautions possible to 
meet our COVIDSafe responsibilities. We have  
implemented many procedures, including: 

• Drop off and pick up practices.  
• Essential Visitors only entry onto school grounds.  
• Face masks will now be mandatory for all school  

students in Year 3 and above when indoors, including 
at Outside School Hours Care (OSHC) programs, unless 
a lawful exception applies. Face masks can be  
removed while outdoors at primary schools. 

• Reduce the mixing of class cohorts and sharing of 
equipment.  

• Face masks are strongly recommended for Prep to 
Year 2 students. 

• For improved ventilation, doors and windows will be 
kept open as much as possible to promote fresh air 
circulating in classrooms and collaborative spaces.  

• Heater use will be discouraged, and when air  
conditioners are used, set to use outside air.  

 … continued on page 3 

 Principal’s Report 

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/book-your-vaccine-appointment?utm_source=email+marketing+Mailigen&utm_campaign=School+Update+-+25+May+2021&utm_medium=email
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This week’s information on Compass: 
Notifications sent this week that were about events/information that have passed 
may not be listed. 

Information about remote & flexible learning including Specialist sessions and 
ArtSEL is not listed here.  

Year/Group  Compass News Feed 

Year 2  ........................  Year 2 update & Next Week’s Planner  
  Year 2 update: Returning to school this week  

Year 3  ........................  Grade 3 Week 4 Term 4 work pack  

Year 4  ........................  Year 4 Week 4 Remote Learning & Return to School  
  Year 4 Remote Learning: Term 4 Week 3  

Year 5  ........................  Year 5 Updates (in preparation for Week 4)  
  Year 5 Update in preparation for Friday October 22  

Year 6  ........................  Graduation Certificates  

Whole School  ............  How to manage stress caused by exams and upcoming events  
  COVIDSafe Advice for Parents and Carers 21 October  
  Parent and Carer Update and At School Supervision  
  Return to on site learning timetable  
  Parent and Carer Update 18 October 2021  
  Parent and Carers Update  
 

 October 

 24th  ......  Charles L 
 26th  ......  Ellie F 
  Alex S 
 27th  ......  Lachlan W 
  Daisy D 
  Lucia B 
 28th  ......  Evie M 
 29th  ......  Sienna C 
  Michael J 
 

 ArtSEL  

The ArtSEL focus for Years 3 to 6 is published on Compass each week, including Home Links  
homework when set.  

Years 3 to 5:  Week 3 - Emotional Management - calming angry thoughts  
and actions 
Everyone gets upset from time to time. It is important to recognise our body signals when we are getting upset. 
For example, you might feel hot, go red and clench your fists.  

When we don’t get our anger under control, we often end up doing things that we regret later. When we are 
aware of these body signals, it is time to do something about it before we ‘flip our lid’. When we feel angry we 
need to use calming down strategies, such as:  slow, deep, belly breathing and positive self-talk.  

This week students were encouraged to practise calming down and enjoy playing with friends. 

Year 6 Transition Program:  Week 3 - ‘The Success Assassins’ 
Almost everyone has some ways that they stop themselves from being the success that they could be. Have you 
ever reacted first, and then later regretted what you have done or said, as it probably wasn’t the best option? 
Students considered how they sabotage their own success through unrealistic expectations and unhelpful  
strategies. 

Jean Elliott 
ArtSEL Coordinator 
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• Maximising outdoor learning where possible and promote breaks outdoors.  
• Hand sanitiser is provided for all classrooms, common areas, and use is promoted by staff to children.  
• Washing hands regularly, after using the toilet, and before eating.  
• If any children present with any symptoms - we isolate them and send them home with parents and advise 

them to get a COVID-19 test as soon as possible.  
• Food sharing is not permitted.  
• Additional daily high touch cleaning.  

A few families have enquired about the steps that we would follow if there was a positive test within the school. 
The short answer is that the Department of Education & Training (DET) in conjunction with the Department of 
Health have a clear procedure that is followed, but the response is dependent upon a range of variables. From 
the school’s perspective, once I am informed of a positive test result, I will immediately contact the DET  
Emergency Management Unit and the key contact at the regional office. A set of steps are then followed,  
including contacting the Department of Health. From that stage onward, the school will follow all directions from 
the Health Department, including communication to the school community and decisions about the closure of 
rooms or building or the whole site, as well as cleaning of the identified areas. I hope this helps to ease concerns 
about how the school would respond in an emergency. 

The community should also be aware that the school has followed all DET advice regarding the vaccination  
requirement of staff. Presently the school has a few staff who are on leave until they can meet those  
requirements. Arrangements are in place to cover their classes until they can return. 

Canteen  
The school canteen will begin operating again on Wednesday and Friday of next week (note change to last 
week’s advice). Once all students are at school full time (from Friday 5 November), the canteen will resume its 
regular days of operation on Monday, Wednesday and Friday.  

Outside School Hours Care (OSHC)  
The Before and After School Care programs will continue to operate for the community. During remote learning 
it is available for the children of Authorised Workers that are in the ‘On Site Supervision’ program at school. For 
children returning to school, the program is available to them on the days that they are attending school. 

Staggered return to school next week 
Next week’s staggered return to school program is as follows: 

 Principal’s Report 

Planning for 2022 
During Term 4 we focus on planning all aspects of our school for 2022 including the staffing and class structures. 
At this stage we expect to have 23 classes. There has been continued enrolment interest for 2022, as many  
families in the Mount Waverley area continue to seek our outstanding educational opportunities and the  
facilities available at EHPS. 

 … continued on page 4 

Student-free Day 
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… continued on page 5 

At this time of year, children are often thinking about next year and their transition into the next year level. The 
staff are focussed on the reconnection of students, their health and wellbeing as well as the many important  
factors necessary for the children to have a successful transition into 2022. After two years of the children being 
within the same class, we have decided to create new class groups for next year. This will enable children to 
grow their friendship group across the year level as well as to be challenged with different thinking educationally. 
This is a very complex task, as there are many factors to consider to get the best student combinations. The  
educational needs of each child must be the most important criteria so that each has the best prospect of  
learning to their full potential. When developing class lists, teachers ensure that each class has an equitable 
spread of boys and girls with a range of academic abilities. Student compatibility and behaviour is also  
considered, and students are placed with children with whom they work well. This process is about placing  
children together who cooperate and get along in their learning. Children’s feedback will be sought by their  
classroom teacher. The allocation of classes takes many hours of consideration and planning by staff and it is  
taken very seriously to ensure that the children’s learning potential is maximised.  

For children in Prep and Year 2 in 2021 there will be some adjustment required, as there are three Year 1 classes 
and three Year 3 classes in 2022, and not four classes as in 2021. As always, in the formation of new classes, the 
children’s educational needs and the maintenance of positive working groups will be important criteria used to 
guide placement.  

If you have matters that are of interest to the educational needs of your child, please put them in writing and 
return to me by Friday 5 November.  

This, of course, is an opportunity for me to gain an insight into the matters that you see as important for the  
educational wellbeing of your child. Our staff will consider requests carefully when allocating students to classes 
and I can assure you that all information will be always handled confidentially. 

Please note however that I cannot guarantee that requests will be met due to the many competing and  
complex priorities throughout this process. 

I would like to emphasise that all staff at EHPS are highly competent professionals who work for the best of all 
children. Any genuine issue will be considered seriously, however special requests for particular teachers will 
NOT be contemplated. Students will be placed in classes that best suits their best educational needs and the 
overall requirements of the school. 

As parents you play an important role in modelling resilience to your children. Thought should be given, now, to 
how you will respond, in coming months, if your child has an issue with their class grouping. It is appropriate to 
discuss the matter with your child so that you can understand their concern and you may undertake to raise a 
query with a staff member. It is most important though to model responsible and proactive behaviour that  
encourages a child to understand that there are many opportunities outside of class time to be with friends, and 
this class arrangement will be an opportunity to make new friends and new working relationships.  

Student-free Day 
Over the past few weeks, I have received feedback from families raising concerns on the 
timing of the planned final Student-free Day on 24 November. Some families raised  
concerns about the children’s Learning at School being disrupted again after such a long 
time away from school through lockdown. 

The Leadership Team has discussed the issue extensively and have decided to move the 
day into the remaining Learning at Home days, so that the children do not lose another 
learning day at school. 

Due to the limited days of Remote and Flexible Learning remaining, these are the new arrangements for the 
Term 4 Student-free Day: 

• Prep - next Friday, 29 October  
• Years 1 to 6 - Monday 1 November. 

 

 Principal’s Report 
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 Principal’s Report 

This Student-free Day is essential because it allows staff time to focus on important transition issues for the  
students, so that children can have a smooth transition into 2022. On the day, staff will work in their teams on:  

• Auditing the Curriculum delivered in 2021  
• Analysing Assessment data and deciding upon information still required and how the needs of the children 

will be met in the remaining weeks  
• Tracking Student Health and Wellbeing as well as beginning conversations about student transition to the 

next year level  
• Preliminary discussions related to class creation for 2022 

On these two days, the staff will focus on many elements that ensure your child’s successful completion of this 
year and smooth transition into 2022.  

 

I look forward to seeing all the children back at school next week. 

Kindest regards, 

 

George Perini   
Principal   

We have a school membership with Parenting Ideas, one of Australia’s most trusted sources of parenting  
education and support, providing our school community with excellent resources, including Insights articles,  
and webinar attendance at no cost (a saving of $39). 

The following Insights article has been published this week on Compass: 
• How to manage stress caused by exams and upcoming events  

For more Parenting Ideas information, please CLICK HERE. 
 

 “Schools are at their dynamic best when teachers and parents work hand-in-hand together”   Michael Grose 

https://www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au/page/152


 

EHPS Contact Issue 28 - 22 October 2021 Page 6 of 8 

 Meeting Mrs Giulieri 

Margaret was in Year 3 and 4 during the polio epidemic in  
Victoria when many schools were closed to prevent children 
from catching this dreadful disease.  

The Year 6s asked a number of questions relating to the polio 
outbreak in the 1930s and having to live through a period of 
isolation from school and friends. A few of these questions  
are listed here: 

School work 
Did the school closure affect the quality of your school-work? If so, how did that affect the rest of your 
schooling?  
How did you complete school work at home? 

Pandemic/Polio 
What were the differences between the Polio epidemic and the COVID pandemic? For example,  
immunisation age, speed of transmission, curfew, etc.  
Did anyone you know get Polio? What did you have to do if you caught Polio? What was the procedure 
you had to follow?  

Lockdown 
What did others and yourself do to pass the time during the school closure, are there any similar things 
you did that you still do today. If so what?  
How did you talk or interact with your friends during the school closure? What was your favourite activity? 

Mental health during the pandemic 
Were you scared about catching Polio? What did you do to calm yourself down when you found out  
about Polio? What did you do during the school closure to make yourself calm when you were scared  
or worried?  

General questions 
How many cases did you have a day and how long were you not allowed to go to school?  

 

Last week the Year 6s were fortunate to have a Zoom interview with Mrs Margaret Giulieri, Mrs Austin’s mother.  
 

Margaret in Year 2 (ribbon on head, 6th from right seated  
in second front row). 

Margaret in Year 6 (3rd from right seated in second front row).  
Her friend June caught Polio and was paralysed. 

Photos: Maria Capsalis & Jenny Austin 
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Preparations for Year 6 Graduation are underway. Our Graduation Celebration for our Year 6 students will be 
held on the evening of Tuesday 14 December. 

On this evening, students will receive a certificate. Parents/guardians have been asked to confirm if there is a 
specific way their child’s name should appear on the certificate, e.g. Jonathan (Jon) Smith, Jonathan Smith, or  
Jon Smith. Email your child’s teacher, using the link in Compass, to confirm the details for your child.  

Year 6 Team 
 

 Year 6 Graduation Certificates 

 Sustainability 

Marita Steward 
Sustainability Coordinator 

 

Celebrate National Bird Week NOW!  

If you have ever wanted to be part of something that can help our environment you can,  
it’s now easier than ever.  

Download the Aussie Backyard Bird Count and help create a database from your very own 
backyard. This years count finishes on Sunday 24 October. 

If you don’t know many birds, there are so many resources in the app and also on the  
associated website - https://aussiebirdcount.org.au/.  

Part of the fun of the Aussie Backyard Bird Count is getting to know the birds that live in 
your area. You can probably identify a lot of them already. But there’s always one or two 
elusive species to learn more about! 

To note - it would be rare to see a member of the crow family in the eastern suburbs.  
What you are most likely seeing is a Little Raven.  
 

Wipe Out Waste 

Rubbish Free Lunches are BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND in 2021. 

Tuesdays and Thursdays will be days when our lunchboxes are wrapper free. 

Try our new and improved program with it’s new name - W.O.W. 

 Crunch & Munch Canteen 

The Canteen will be open on Wednesday and Friday next week. As volunteers are not permitted to  
assist in the Canteen yet, the following items from the 2021 menu are not available at the moment: 

• Sushi  
• Rainbow Rice  
• Baked Potatoes  
• Fruit Salad 

I’m looking forward to reopening the Canteen. 
Maria Vlahos 

Canteen Manager 
 

https://aussiebirdcount.org.au/
https://www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/1612134315canteen_menu_and_price_list_2021.pdf


 

EHPS Contact Issue 28 - 22 October 2021 Page 8 of 8 

The annual Victorian State Schools Spectacular program is an invaluable performing arts opportunity for  
Victoria’s government primary and secondary school students. 

The program showcases and unites government school communities through working towards a common goal  
of more students reaching the highest level of achievement in the arts, ensuring kids are happy, healthy and  
resilient, and building pride in our schools. 

The Spectacular has become an invaluable rite of passage for Victoria’s top young talent, and a cherished,  
memorable education experience for all participants. 

The 2022 VSSS is scheduled to be held on Saturday 10 September.  

Register now for 2022 
Plans for the 2022 Spectacular performing arts program are already underway, registration 
for online auditions are open now, and statewide training will kick off in February 2022.  
Any students keen to be involved (e.g. orchestra, Victorian State Schools Choir) in 2022  
are encouraged to register to audition, and get ready for what we hope is a much more  
Spectacular year.  

Register now to participate.  
 

 

 Parents & Friends News 

Showbags Fundraiser - LAST CHANCE! 
Halloween is coming!! Why not support the school and grab some lolly showbags for the kids? Or send some out 
to someone. We still have a few left!  

CLICK HERE TO ORDER  
 

Carolyn Mott 
Parents & Friends Club 

Mum of Joshua (3GO) & Nathaniel (1O) & Amelia ( Prep 2022) 
 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/pages/spectacular.aspx
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing?eid=813538&

