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Issue 31, 12 November 2021 

At EHPS we value:  Friendliness, Honesty, Inclusiveness, Respect, and Persistence 

 

CALENDAR 
November 

Tue 16  ..............  Yr 4 Polly Woodside & Cook’s Cottage  
excursion 

Thu 18  ..............  School Council meeting 
Tue 23  ..............  Yr 5 Living Wax Museum 
Wed 24  .............  Prep 2022 Transition 4 via Zoom 
Fri 26  ................  Yr 5 Sovereign Hill excursion 
Tue 30  ..............  Yr 5 Hands On Science incursion 

 

Students do not attend school on public holidays  
or student-free days. 

 

Whole School Assembly 
Every Monday at 2.40pm in Stadium.  

Parents not permitted to attend under current  
School Operation Guidelines. 

 

School Hats - every day in Terms 1 & 4. 
 

Junior School Council 
Donate a gold coin to support our  
orangutan adoption project. 

 

Outside School Hours Care 
Before School Care 7am to 8.45am / After School Care 3.30pm to 6pm 

All enquiries to OSHC Coordinator, Paul Davis 
Phone 9807 2615 or 0417 941 986 

 

2021 Term Dates 
Term 4:  4 October to 17 December 

EHPS student-free days:  27 January*, 28 January, 25 February,  
27 May, and 29 October (Prep)/1 November (Yrs 1-6). 

2022 Term Dates 
Term 1:  28 January* to 8 April 
Term 2:  26 April to 24 June 
Term 3:  11 July to 16 September 
Term 4:  3 October to 20 December 

EHPS student-free days:  28 January*, 31 January, and two 
additional days dates to be confirmed. 

Start of school 2022:  Years 1 to 6 start Tuesday 1 February, 
Prep SEA interviews 1 to 7 February, Prep first day at school  
Tuesday 8 February. 

* State wide student free day. 
 

PARENT PORTAL ON COMPASS 
https://essexheightsps-vic.compass.education 

 

CONTACT NEWSLETTER 
Published weekly on Friday during school terms and  

distributed via Compass. Previous issues accessible on 
our school website. 

 

Essex Heights Primary School 

22-30 Essex Road 

Mount Waverley VIC 3149 

Telephone:  (03) 9807 4944 

essex.heights.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au 

Principal:  Mr George Perini 
Office Hours:  8.30am to 4.30pm Monday to Friday  

during school terms. 

Dear Essex Heights families, 

Yesterday, I sent out the following message on Compass to 
inform you of a couple of events that became confused in 
the minds of our children. This morning staff have spent 
time talking with their classes to clarify and resolve any 
issues. 

The following is the message that was sent on  
11 November 2021:  

When your children come home tonight you may hear a 
few tales of a couple of things that happened during 
lunchtime. Rumours and inaccuracies spread very 
quickly, and I want to clarify and set the record 
straight. 

A prep student at lunchtime was highly emotional and 
family was called. All children were cleared from the 
front of the school, to allow the child some space to 
regulate their emotions. The staff were in control of the 
situation. After the child was taken home, the prep 
classes were debriefed by staff before the end of the 
school day. 

Also at lunchtime, one of our friendly neighbours  
started distributing chocolates to the senior students  
at the back of Banksia building. We do not encourage 
this behaviour and so the staff were instructing the  
students not to pick up the chocolates. This was  
misinterpreted, by some students, that there was 
something suspicious about the chocolates. This was 
not the case, but it was in fact a kind, but  
inappropriate, gesture gone wrong. 

In some children’s minds these two issues were put  
together and a bigger more sinister event was  
imagined. I hope this clarifies the rumours that you 
might hear.  

If your child is upset by these events, please let their 
class teacher know and we will support and talk them 
through their concerns. 

Rest assured that we will always work to keep all  
children safe and happy at our school. 

 
… continued on page 3 

 Principal’s Report 
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This week’s information on Compass: 
Notifications sent this week that were about events/information that have passed 
may not be listed. Information about ArtSEL is not listed here.  

Year/Group  Compass News Feed 

Year 2  ........................  Excursion information 

Year 5  ........................  Year 6 Bomber Jacket liaison 2022 - FOUND! 
  Year 6 Bomber Jacket liaison 2022  
  Term 4 Week 6 Year 5 Updates 

Year 6  ........................  Catching on Early 

Whole School  ............  Message to all families 
  Icypole Day (2) 

Compass Events: 

Year/Group  Activity/Event Notice and Payment & Consent Due Date 

Year 2  ........................  Year 2 Royal Botanic Gardens 2021 - $30 & consent by 
23 November 

Year 4  ........................  Year 4 Polly Woodside & Cook’s Cottage Excursion - $35 &  
consent by TODAY, 12 November. 

Year 5  ........................  Year 5 Sovereign Hill Excursion - $65 & consent due by 
24 November. 

Year 6  ........................  Graduation Toys - $12 due by 22 November. 
  Year 6 Swimming - $20 & consent by 10 December. 

Please contact the Office regarding events that have overdue payment and/or consent. 
 

 Sayon W (PM)  
 

 November 

 13th  ......  Charlie C 
  Hannah K 
  Evelyn K 
 14th  ......  Manuji W 
 15th  ......  Rebecca L 
  Nazli S 
 16th  ......  Roshana A 
 17th  ......  Daniel A 
  Cecilia C 
 18th  ......  Dimitri P 
  Ayaansh S  
  Ryan L 
 19th  ......  Billie H 
  Vivaan T 
  Isabella H  
 

At Assembly on Monday: 
• Indonesian award 
• Science Talent Search  
• Birthdays  

Note: Items listed above are correct at time of publication, but may be subject to change. 

Unfortunately, parents/guardians/carers are not permitted to attend under the current school operations 
guidelines.  

 Assembly:  Monday 15 November 
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… continued on page 4 

 Principal’s Report 

This morning I participated in a Principal Forum which involved leaders from the Department of Education & 
Training and all the principals from North East Victoria Region (438 schools). There were a few very clear  
messages that emerged that I would like to share with you. 

• The last two years have been unprecedented both in our society and in schools. As a result, this has placed 
enormous challenges at home and at school. 

• In returning to school there must be a clear priority to encourage and ensure that the wellbeing of each 
child is of equal importance to the learning aspirations. 

• That the transition back to school is not rapid but it must re-establish school routines and the accepted 
school culture and social environment.  

• The 2021 Victorian NAPLAN results were outstanding and in all areas. This highlights the great work done 
through ‘Learning at Home’. The Essex Heights results for 2021 were far above the state results.  
EHPS 2021 NAPLAN results.  

• The clear priorities for the rest of this year and first semester (at least) in 2022 must be a profound equal 
focus on Student Wellbeing as well as learning. This must be achieved within a well maintained COVIDSafe 
environment. 

I am pleased to say that these messages are clearly in line with the strategies and priorities that we have and will 
continue to implement at Essex Heights.  

Prep 2022 Parent Information Evening 
Our Information Evening for parents of children enrolled in Prep in 2022 was held on Tuesday evening via Zoom. 
We had a great response from our Prep 2022 families, and our staff did a great job providing all the information 
needed to ensure that our families are well prepared for their child’s start at primary school next year. We  
currently have 82 children enrolled in Prep for 2022, and many new families joining the EHPS community. There 
are two more sessions in our School Transition Program for the Preps, the final transition session via Zoom, and  
Orientation Day which we are planning to be on site. 
 
 
I hope to be able to catch up with you as you drop off or pick up the children. 
 
Best Wishes, 

 

George Perini   
Principal   

 ArtSEL  

The ArtSEL focus for Years 3 to 6 is published on Compass each week, including Home Links  
homework when set.  

Years 3 to 5:  Week 6 - Resisting revenge 
It’s natural to feel angry when you think someone has done something mean and disrespectful to 
you. The urge to get revenge can be very strong and overwhelming. We need to calm down first so that we can 
control the urge for revenge such as positive self-talk, skip counting or belly breathing. Sometimes it really helps  
if you step away from the situation before you try to calm down. When we are in control of our thoughts we 
could consider how we are going to approach the person. One way is to be assertive and tell the person that you 
feel they have disrespected you by being mean.  

Revenge causes stress, so be respectful to people. 

Next week’s focus:  learning to manage frustration. 

https://www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/1636685123ehps_naplan_information_2021.pdf
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 ArtSEL  

Year 6 - Transition Program:  Week 6 - My values 
Values are principles that guide behaviour. They give us a portal to free will and choice when  
emotions and stressors swamp our thinking. The values portal allows us to make choices about  
how we behave. It gives us power over reactivity.  

Our values in part define who we are and who we become.  

Next week’s focus:  Revision of emotional management skills. Am I emotionally prepared for Year 7? 

Jean Elliott 
ArtSEL Coordinator 

 

On Tuesday 7 December Year 2 students will be participating in an excursion and learning walk 
around the Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria Cranbourne to support our 'Growth and Change' 
Integrated Studies Unit. They will experience a range of activities as a part of the learning  
experience as well as time to explore and enjoy the beautiful gardens.  

On the day of the excursion: 
• Arrive at school by 8.30am. 
• Buses are scheduled to leave school at 8.50am.  
• We will be leaving the gardens at 2.40pm and expect to be back at school for dismissal at 3.30pm.  
• Students will need a small backpack with their brain food, snack, lunch, drink bottle, hat and sunscreen.  
• Comfortable walking shoes are recommended as there is lots of walking on this excursion!  

Excursion information has been published on Compass; payment of $30 and consent is due not later than  
Tuesday 23 November. 

We’re looking forward to a wonderful day at the gardens. 

 

 Year 2 Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria Cranbourne Excursion 

 Year 4 Polly Woodside & Cook’s Cottage Excursion 

Next Tuesday, 16 November, the Year 4s will be going on an excursion 
into Melbourne to Polly Woodside and Cook's Cottage to participate  
in activities relating to our integrated studies this year. 

The Polly Woodside visit includes a guided tour of the whole ship,  
above and below deck as well as an interactive tour of the gallery  
and viewing a short film about life on board a tall ship. 

At Cooks’ Cottage in the Fitzroy Gardens, students will be involved  
in a tour through the cottage and gardens which encourages learning  
and discussion about artefacts connected to Captain Cook and an  
account of his first voyage to Australia. 

On the day of the excursion: 
• Arrive at school no later than 8.45am, meeting at classroom. 
• Buses are scheduled to leave school at 9.00am.  
• We expect to be back at school in time for dismissal at 3.30pm.  
• Students will need a small backpack with snacks for morning and 

afternoon tea, lunch, drink bottle.  
• Face mask (to wear indoors, including on the bus), and hat are  

compulsory.  

Excursion details are published on Compass; payment of $35 and  
consent is due not later than TODAY, 12 November.  

Contact your child’s classroom teacher if you have any questions.  
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As part of water safety education, Year 6 students will attend a program at Nunawading 
Aqualink on Wednesday 15 December. This will be a special session that will run from 
9.30am to 12 noon. Students will be placed in ability groups based on swimming  
experience, and will then be instructed on water safety and swimming lessons.  
The session will include time for fun activities at the end of the program. 

Program details are published on Compass; payment of $20 and consent is due not later than 10 December. 
 

 Year 6 Swimming Program 

Does your child love sport and being active? Does your family have a Health Care 
Card or Pensioner Concession Card? You may be eligible for up to $200 to put 
towards the cost of your child’s participation in physical activities. 

As children return to sport over the coming months, the Get Active 
Kids Voucher Program helps eligible families get their kids involved in 
organised sport and active recreation activities.  

Under the program, children may be eligible to receive up to $200 to 
help with the cost of membership and registration fees, uniforms, and 
equipment.  

The program also provides a special consideration stream to support 
children residing in care services as well as temporary or provisional 
visa holders, undocumented migrants or international students. 

Applications for vouchers in round three of the program close at  
5pm on Tuesday 30 November.  

For eligibility requirements and to apply, visit the Get Active Victoria 
website. 
 

 Support for your kids to get active  

 After School Activities 

Soccer 
The six week after school soccer program for 
Term 4 started last Monday,  
8 November.  

For information and registration -  
www.soccer-x.com. 

 

https://www.getactive.vic.gov.au/vouchers/
https://www.getactive.vic.gov.au/vouchers/
https://www.soccer-x.com/
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 Community Noticeboard 
Products & services advertised in Contact are placed on a paid basis and are not necessarily being promoted by Essex Heights Primary 
School. In responding to any advertisement, you accept full responsibility for the consequences of goods or services received. 
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