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Issue 3, 19th February 2021 

At EHPS we value:  Friendliness, Honesty, Inclusiveness, Respect, and Persistence 

 

CALENDAR 
February 
Tue 23  ..............  Pink Stumps Day 
Thu 25  ..............  EHPS student-free day 
Fri 26  ................  Yr 6 Summer Inter-School Sport 
Fri 26  ................  School Council Election close of nominations 

March 
Mon 1-Wed 3  ...  Yr 5 Camp 
Tue 2  ................  Division Swimming  
Fri 5  ..................  Yr 6 Summer Inter-School Sport 
Mon 8  ...............  Labour Day public holiday 
Tue 9-Fri 12  ......  Yr 6 Camp 
Fri 12  ................  Region Swimming  
Mon 15-Tue 16  .  School Photos 
Tue 16  ..............  District Tennis  
Fri 19  ................  National Ride2School Day 
Fri 19  ................  Yr 6 Summer Inter-School Sport 
Mon 22  .............  The Resilience Project Parent information 

Session - online webinar 
Thu 25  ..............  St John First Aid in Schools Program 
Fri 26  ................  Yr 6 Summer Inter-School Sport - Finals 

April 
Thu 1  ................  Grandparents & Special Friends Day 
Thu 1  ................  Term 1 ends - 2.30pm dismissal 
Mon 19  .............  Term 2 commences 

 

Students do not attend school on public holidays  
or student-free days. 

 
 

Whole School Assembly 
Every Monday at 2.40pm in Stadium. Parents are not  

permitted to attend under current guidelines. 
 

School Hats - every day in Terms 1 & 4. 
 

School Tours 
For 2021 & 2022 entry - Thursday & Friday at 9.30am.  

Bookings essential. 
 

2021 Term Dates 
Term 1:  27 January* to 1 April 
Term 2:  19 April to 25 June 
Term 3:  12 July to 17 September 
Term 4:  4 October to 17 December 
* 27 January is a state wide student free day. 
EHPS student-free days: 28 January, 25 February and 1 additional date 

 
 

PARENT PORTAL ON COMPASS 
https://essexheightsps-vic.compass.education 

 
 
 

Essex Heights Primary School 

22-30 Essex Road 

Mount Waverley VIC 3149 

Telephone:  (03) 9807 4944 

essex.heights.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au 

Principal:  Mr George Perini 
Office Hours:  8.30am to 4.30pm Monday to Friday  

during school terms. 

 

Dear Parent & Guardians, 

It was wonderful to observe the children return to school 
yesterday full of energy and enthusiasm, ready to reconnect 
with their friends and engage after our sudden lockdown 
last weekend. Thank you to all parents and carers for your 
ongoing support through the challenges of home learning. 
We were appreciative of the flexibility and adaptability of 
our staff to support our students with continued learning by 
providing support materials and resources at such short  
notice. These activities ensured continued opportunities to 
engage in the learning process related to curriculum, ArtSEL 
and The Resilience Project. 

The wellbeing of all our students is our priority and our 
school staff and teachers are here to support you and your 
family. Information that might be of assistance to you in 
talking to your child about COVID-19 is available. If you are 
concerned about your wellbeing or that of your child, please 
contact the school so we can talk with you about how we 
can best assist. Other sources of support include:   
Parent Line 13 22 89 and Kids Helpline 1800 55 1800. 

The Department’s COVID-19 helpline is also available on 
weekdays from 8.30am to 5pm on 1800 338 663. If you 
know a family who speak a language or languages other 
than English and you know they would like further  
information, interpreting services are available by phoning 
131 450 first. For families with a child with a disability, the 
Association for Children with a Disability (ACD) has  
additional information. 

 … continued on page 3 

 Principal Team Report 

 The tradition continues ... 

Next Tuesday, 23rd February 

Wear pink & bring a gold coin donation 

 Student-free Day 

NEXT THURSDAY, 
25th February 

No students at school 
Care from 7am to 6pm for students  

enrolled in the OSHC program. Contact 
Paul Davis to book if required. 
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This week’s information on Compass: 
Notifications sent this week that were about events/information that have passed 
may not be listed. 

Year/Group  Compass News Feed 

Prep  ...........................  Preps back at school tomorrow 
  Wushka - Online Reading Platform 
  Remote Learning Program and things to note for Prep children 
  Foundation ArtSEL Lesson 2: Focusing Attention. Homework  

included.  

Year 1  ........................  Year One Term One Newsletter 
  Year 1 Family Fun Board Challenge 
  Grade 1 ArtSEL: Self-Talk for Learning. Homework included.  

Year 2  ........................  Year 2 Update Monday 15th Feb 
  Year 2 this week 15 Feb 
  Grade 2 ArtSEL: Lesson 3. Using Self-Talk. Homework included.  

Year 3  ........................  Grade 3 Term Newsletter  
  At Home Learning and Weekly Update 

Year 4  ........................  Year 4 Study Ladder & Fun Family Board Challenge  
  Year 4 Remote & Flexible Learning Monday 15th -  

Wednesday 17th February 

Year 5  ........................  Year 5 Camp Follow-Up  
  Year 5 Monday-Wednesday  
  Year 5 Important Updates Regarding Next Week  

Year 6  ........................  Year 6 bomber jackets 
  Year 6 Home Learning  
  Year 6 Remote Learning Update  

Years 3 - 6  ..................  The Resilient Youth Survey  

Whole School  ............  Seven ways to be a positive influence on children and young 
people 

  EHPS Community Update on return to school - welcome back 
tomorrow 

  School Council Election: Notice of Election and Call  
for Nominations 

  Matific 
  2021 Toyota Dream Car Art Contest 
  Pink Stumps Day! 
  EHPS Parent COVID-19 Update 15.2.2021 

Compass Events: 

Year/Group  Notice/Activity and Payment & Consent Due Date 

Year 6  ........................  Summer Inter School Sport (ISS) - $45 & consent; overdue,  
contact the Office to process. 

  Year 6 camping program - Forest Lodge Farm Camp - $485 & 
consent due by 1st March. 

Years 4, 5 & 6  ............  Marimba Ensemble lessons 2021 - $50 & consent due 
26th February; CSEF does not apply.  

 February 

 20th  ......  Harry D 
  Daniel S 
  Jailan F 
 21st  ......  Rory S 
  Jeremy L 
  Eric C 
  Reyansh G 
 22nd  ......  Daniel L 
  Ruby B 
  May T 
 25th  ......  Elisa W 
 26th  ......  Deborah L 
  Reece X 
  Allen A 
  Deric F 
  Amber H 
 

 Student-free Days 

Each year Victorian Government schools are provided with four student-free days for  
professional development, school planning and administration, curriculum development, and 
student assessment and reporting purposes. The first day of Term 1 is a student-free day in all 
Victorian government schools, and the remaining three student-free days are determined by 
each individual school. Please note the following dates for the EHPS community: 

 Wednesday 27th January - all Victorian Government schools 
 Thursday 28th January 
 Thursday 25th February  ** NOTE: date change from that advised previously ** 
 Wednesday 11th August (tentative; will be confirmed at a later date) 
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 Principal Team Report 

ESSEX HEIGHTS PRIMARY SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTION TIMELINE 

Notice of election and call for nominations Wednesday 17 February 2021 

Closing date for nominations Friday 26 February 2021 

Date by which the list of candidates and nominators will be posted Monday 1 March 2021 

Date by which ballot papers will be prepared and distributed Friday 5 March 2021 

Close of ballot Friday 12 March 2021 

Vote count Monday 15 March 2021 

Declaration of poll Tuesday 16 March 2021 

First council meeting to elect office bearers (the Principal will preside) Thursday 25 March 2021 

And, finally, a reminder that if you, your child, or a family member develops symptoms of COVID-19 you should  
get tested at a COVID-19 testing facility and stay home. We strongly encourage you to wear masks if you need to 
enter our school grounds and socially distance as per the guidelines. 

Each family should regularly check the list of public exposure sites in Victoria (where a person with COVID-19 has 
attended), and if anyone in the family has attended a site at the times listed, follow the instructions given. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s teacher or contact the school if you have any concerns.  

Pink Stumps Day 
Once again we are delighted to be fundraising for the McGrath Foundation and breast cancer  
research in our annual Teachers versus Students Pink Stumps Day cricket match. This fundraiser will 
be held next Tuesday, 23rd February, between 11.30am and 1.30pm on the school oval. At this stage, 
parents/visitors are not able to attend due to COVID-19 restrictions. If circumstances change, the 
school will send a message via Compass welcoming parents and carers.  

School Council  
Thank you to all School Councillors for their support and leadership throughout 2020. Council members oversee 
the major directions that we undertake and are an essential team for leading and representing the community  
in school improvement. 

This year there are four parent member vacancies with two year terms. I would like to thank the four retiring 
school councillors - Anthony Netkow, Melanie Brockway, Nicole Allison and Kim Huynh - for their commitment  
to the betterment of the school and for the support they have shown. 

There is also one DET representative position to be decided. Thanks to Ina Kuehlich for her regular and consistent 
contribution to council.  

This year nominations for DET and parent member representatives on school council opened on Wednesday,  
17th February. Nomination forms are available from the Office or from the school website. Nominations for the 
four available parent member positions and the one DET position will close at 4pm on Friday 26th February, as  
per the timeline below. 

 

Student-free Day next Thursday 
A reminder that next Thursday, 25th February, is a Student-free Day at EHPS, and students do not 
attend school. Our staff are engaging in professional development with internationally renowned 
educator in mathematics Michael Ymer on this day. Numeracy is a key priority in our Strategic 
Plan, and the work on this day is building on that commenced with Michael last year. 

 

Our Principal, George Perini, is currently recovering from major dental surgery and is expected back 
on Monday week. We wish him a speedy recovery. 

The Principal Team 
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We have a school membership with Parenting Ideas, one of Australia’s most trusted sources of parenting  
education and support, providing our school community with excellent resources, including Insights articles,  
and webinar attendance at no cost (a saving of $39). 

The following Insights article was distributed via Compass this week, and is also accessible on our school website: 
 Seven ways to be a positive influence on children and young people 

For further Parenting Ideas information, please CLICK HERE. 
 

 “Schools are at their dynamic best when teachers and parents work hand-in-hand together”   Michael Grose 

 School Fees 

The details of the 2021 school fees were advised to all families by Mr Perini via Compass. Fees are now due, and 
should be paid as soon as possible, as this is a very important part of the funding that supports all the school’s 
programs. 

Our school receives Department of Education & Training funding for each child and this assists the school to  
provide the basic curriculum and service needs for the children. On its own, it does not provide the additional 
equipment and resources that our community is accustomed to for the children’s learning. 

View the 2021 school charges for your family on your Compass parent portal, by selecting the Course  
Confirmation/Payments Alert highlighted in green at the top of the My News section on the right hand side of the 
home screen. Note: if you are using the Compss School Manager app, you must first swipe the app home screen 
off to the right, and select Open in Browser from the displayed menu to access the Compass home screen. All the 
2021 school fees will be displayed; there are three different types of charges, as required by the Department of 
Education & Training (DET) policy: 

 Essential Student Learning Items (compulsory) - $180 per student 
 General Classroom Materials, Resources and School Equipment (voluntary) - $170 per student 
 Grounds Maintenance (voluntary) - $30 per family 
 ICT (Computer) Support (voluntary) - $30 per family 
 First Aid Officer (voluntary) - $30 per family 

I urge all families, wherever possible, to please support your children’s learning and pay all the School Council  
approved student charges for 2021. There has been no change to the total charge to families - $350 per student 
(the total of the Essential Student Learning Items charge of $180 per student and the General Classroom  
Materials, Resources and School Equipment charge of $170 per student) is exactly the same as the Student  
Essential Items charge in 2020. The three voluntary charges (Grounds Maintenance, ICT (Computer) Support,  
and First Aid) were also $30 each per family in 2020.  

Our preferred methods for payment are Compass Pay or BPay. Please note that statements to notify 2021 school 
fees are not being issued by email to all families as has been done previously; if you want to pay by BPay (allowing 
you to pay all fees in one transaction), please request a copy of your statement from the Office to obtain the  
Biller Code. You will see that only the compulsory Essential Student Learning Item charge is on your statement, 
which is in accordance with the revised DET policy; please add the voluntary charges you are paying when making 
your BPay payment. Other payment options, payable at the Office, are:  Eftpos (Visa or MasterCard),  
Cheque payable to Essex Heights Primary School, or Cash (correct amount only, as no change is held at the Office).  

We understand some families may be experiencing financial difficulties. Alternate arrangements, including  
payment by instalment, can be made following a confidential discussion with our Business Manager,  
Barbara McCann, by contacting her by phone on 9807 4944 or by email Barbara.McCann2@education.vic.gov.au. 

We thank you for continuing to support the school by prompt payment of your 2021 school fees.  

 

https://www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au/page/152
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 Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund applications 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) helps eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps 
and sporting activities. 

If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card, Centrelink Health Care 
Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible. There is also a special 
consideration category for asylum seeker and refugee families. 

Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary school students. Payments are made direct to the 
school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions and sporting activities for the benefit of your child. 

If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an application form this year, 
unless there has been a change in your family circumstances. 

If you would like to apply for the first time, please collect an application form 
from the School Office reception, print a copy of the form attached to the  
message sent via Compass, or access on our school website. 

You can also download the form, and find out more about the program and  
eligibility, on the Department of Education and Training’s Camps, Sports and  
Excursions Fund web page. 

Check with the School Office if you have any queries. Return completed forms to 
the School Office as soon as possible. Bring your concession card when lodging 
your application form. CSEF must be lodged not later than the end of Term 2 
(Friday 25th June). 

 

Next Tuesday, 23rd February 
11.30am to 1pm 

Teachers vs Year 6 cricket match 
Essex Heights Primary School Oval 

(note change of location to that previously advised) 

The whole school community is invited to wear pink 
on this day and bring a gold coin donation to raise 

money for the McGrath Foundation. 

Please note:  at this stage parents/visitors are not able to attend  
due to the current COVID-19 restrictions. If circumstances change,  

a message will be sent via Compass letting you know. 

 Year 5 Camp  

Year 5 students will be on camp from Monday 1st to Wednesday 3rd March at Bayplay Camp at 
the Iluka Retreat in Shoreham on the Mornington Peninsula. 

All Year 5 students have been provided with important information about camp to take home 
earlier this week. This packet has a checklist for your convenience, two forms to return to 
school, what papers to keep for yourself, and information about our camp t-shirt. All camp 
forms must be returned to school not later than next Tuesday, 23rd February. 

Thanks to all those who joined us for the parent information session held online via Zoom on Wednesday.  

Camp will cost $360; CSEF can be applied. A Compass notification will be published soon; payment and consent 
are due by 1st March. 

If you have any queries, please contact your child’s teacher using the Compass email link. 

 

https://www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au/page/73
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx
https://www.pinkstumpsday.com.au/
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 Year 6 Camp 

Year 6 Camp is scheduled for Tuesday 9th to Friday 12th March at Forest Lodge Farm 
at Jack River in Gippsland.  

Camp information has been published on Compass; payment of $485 and consent is 
due by Monday 1st March; CSEF can be applied. Please contact our Business Manager, Barbara McCann, by email 
if you have any queries about payment, or are requesting that your child’s Year 5 Camp fee from last year be  
applied if you did not request a refund or direct that it be applied elsewhere when the camp was cancelled.  
 

 Year 6 Bomber Jackets 

The preparation of the artwork for our Year 6 bomber jackets will commence when all the 
forms have been returned to school, and the complete list of students who want to get a 
jacket printed can be provided to PSW.  

All Year 6 families received the Year 6 2021 Bomber Jacket notice; this was due by  
5th February. We are still waiting on a few responses; if you haven’t sent your form back 
please complete over the weekend and hand in to your child’s classroom teacher on  
Monday, even if your child doesn’t want a jacket printed - just tick “NO” on the form.  
Follow up with your child’s teacher if you need a replacement form. 

A reminder from PSW:  if you ticked “NO” to getting a jacket printed, you can’t change your mind at a later date.  

PSW will let the school know when their graphics department have completed the artwork. On our advice, you 
can go to PSW’s retail store at 288 Stephensons Road, Mount Waverley, confirm your child’s order, and: 

 take in your child’s existing (freshly laundered and named) bomber jacket to PSW; pay $19.95 (inc GST)  
for the printing; or  

 purchase a new bomber jacket ($48.95 incl. GST for sizes 8 to 14/XS, or $52.95 incl. GST for sizes 16/S to 
18/M), and also pay $19.95 (inc GST) for the printing.  

Printed jackets will be available for collection from PSW about 10 days later.  

We’re looking forward to seeing the Year 6s in their jackets! 
 

 St John First Aid in Schools Program 

All EHPS students will participate in the St John Ambulance First Aid in Schools Program  
on Thursday 25th March. Professional trainers will run a session with each class. 

 

 Resilient Youth Survey & The Resilience Project online webinar  

This year EHPS is partnering with Resilient Youth Australia and The Resilience Project to survey our 
Years 3 to 6 children. This data will be used to target specific curriculum foci for wellbeing and to 
enhance the resilience and overall mental health and wellbeing of our students. 

An overview of the implementation of the survey and other information that be of interest was 
attached to the message sent via Compass this week.  

We are delighted to be able to have this opportunity to work with these organisations in the best 
interests of our students.  

All EHPS families are invited to an online webinar on Monday 22nd March from 7pm to 8pm.  
The founder of The Resilience Project, Hugh van Cuylenburg, will speak about evidence based  
research that explores how practising the principals of gratitude, empathy and mindfulness helps  
us to build resilience and be happier. Details to access the webinar will be provided via Compass. 

 

http://resilientyouth.org/
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/
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 School Photos 

School photos are scheduled to be taken on Monday 15th and Tuesday 16th March.  

Students will be provided with personalised order envelopes soon. Orders are to be placed online with  
The School Photographer.  

 

 NAPLAN 

Years 3 and 5 students will complete NAPLAN (National Assessment Program - Literacy and  
Numeracy) which is scheduled for Tuesday 11th to Thursday 13th May: 

 Language Conventions and Writing - Tuesday 11th May 
 Reading - Wednesday 12th May, and  
 Numeracy - Thursday 13th May. 

Please contact Ina Kuehlich if you require a student exemption. 
 

 Music 

Music: Count Us In National Songwriting Competition 

Music: Count Us In (MCUI) is Australia’s biggest school initiative; celebrating music and music  
education across the country. The program comes together on our national Celebration Day when 
over half a million students sing the same song, on the same day, at the same time. The Program 
Song is at the heart of Music: Count Us In each year. It is a song written by students and written for 
students. The Music: Count Us In National Songwriting Competition is currently open to help us find 
the writers of the 2021 Program Song. Students must write a song to a brief to have their  
entry/entries considered. 

The MCUI National Songwriting Competition will be used  
to help write the 2021 Program Song. A small group of  
finalists will be selected to work in collaboration with each 
other, Program Ambassador John Foreman OAM and our 
2021 Program Mentor at our 2021 Songwriting Workshop. 
Past Mentors have included Lior, Marcia Hines,  
Jay Laga’aia, Taylor Henderson and Katie Noonan. 

The program song will be learned and performed by  
students of all ages and abilities. We are looking for song 
entries written by students that are catchy, optimistic and 
upbeat. Your song should be positive and not too tricky.  
It can be in any style or genre but remember to consider 
what will be popular amongst young people all over the 
country. Send us a submission that demonstrates your  
ability to write for young people. 

Other Information 

 The 2021 Program Song will be developed collaboratively. 
 The song will be used to develop lesson plans and digital resources. 
 Finalists will receive a fee for their contribution to the 2021 Program Song. 
 Songwriters must be school students (P – 12) primary, secondary, home school etc. 
 Submissions are due by 5pm on next Friday, 26th February 2021. 

Jessica Wynne 

https://musicaustralia.org.au/program/countusin/the-song/national-songwriting-competition-2021/
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 Instrumental Music Program 

 State Representative Team Trials 

School Sport Victoria are seeking nominations of students with emerging 
talent for the State Representative teams listed below. Given that many 
community sports were attended differently in 2020, you may wish to  
contact any coaches to discuss your child’s suitability. Nominations are 
placed at the school’s discretion. 

School Sport Victoria Team Vic trials for 12 years and under teams will be open until Monday 1st March 
for:  

 Boys Australian Football  
 Boys Basketball  
 Girls Basketball  
 Boys Cricket  
 Boys Football (Soccer), and  
 Mixed Netball. 

For information regarding the Team Vic program visit www.ssv.vic.edu.au/team-vic  

It needs to be emphasised that these trials form part of School Sport Victoria’s emerging talent program, 
and are not ‘come and try’ opportunities. Each student is trialling for a state team and as such we must 
attest to each student’s athleticism, skill level and school behaviour. 

If you are interested in nominating your child or require further information contact Marita Steward via 
Compass. 
 

https://www.ssv.vic.edu.au/team-vic
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 Art 

Toyota Dream Car Art Contest 

The 15th Toyota Dream Car Art Contest is now open, and closes on 28th February. Entries 
must be returned to school by next Friday, 26th February. 

Please direct any queries to Aubrey Hudson. 

 

 Crunch & Munch Canteen 

Our Canteen is preparing lunch orders on Monday, Wednesday and Friday each week.  

Canteen menu 
There have been some changes to menu items, availability and prices. Please check  
the 2021 menu when preparing lunch orders to ensure you are ordering correctly.  
In particular, please note: 

 Sushi - not available on Monday, only Wednesday and Friday. 
 Chicken Burger, Sausage Roll, and Vegetable Pastie are available on Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 

A copy of the new menu can be collected from the Office reception.  

Roster Volunteer Request 
The Canteen needs volunteers to function successfully. If you can assist on Monday 
(11.15am to 1.45pm), Wednesday (9am to 1.45pm) or Friday (9am to 1.45pm), please 
complete the volunteer request reply slip provided via Compass, and return early 
next week so the roster can be finalised.  

Maria Vlahos 
Canteen Manager 

 

 Outside School Hours Care 

Care on Student-free Day 
The OSHC program will provide care from 7am to 6pm on the Student-free Day next Thursday,  
25th February, for children enrolled in the OSHC program. Please contact Paul Davis to book.  

If you have any queries about the OSHC program or want to enrol your child, please contact the OSHC  
Coordinator, Paul Davis, by email at Paul.Davis@education.vic.gov.au, or phone on 9807 2615 or 0417 941 986. 
 

https://www.toyota.com.au/dreamcar
https://www.essexheightsps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/1612134315canteen_menu_and_price_list_2021.pdf
mailto:davis.paul.d@edumail.com.au.vic.gov.au
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 Community Noticeboard 
Products & services advertised in Contact are placed on a paid basis and are not necessarily being promoted by Essex Heights Primary 
School. In responding to any advertisement, you accept full responsibility for the consequences of goods or services received. 
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