
 
Dear parents and families, 
 
As you may be aware, Victoria has plans in place to manage and mitigate the risks of coronavirus. 
 
I’m writing to make clear that all students should be attending school, unless this is counter to the 
advice issued by Commonwealth’s Chief Medical Officer and Victoria’s Chief Health Officer. 
 

The precautionary measures made by the Commonwealth’s Chief Medical Officer and Victoria’s 

Chief Health Officer to manage coronavirus remain in place for travellers returned from mainland 

China (not including Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan) from 1 February 2020. 

 

The direction provided to schools is that parents/guardians/carers should ensure that any children 

returning from mainland China (not including Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan) who were in mainland 

China on or after 1 February 2020 is isolated at home and should not attend school until 14 days 

after they were last in mainland China. 

 

This does not apply retrospectively. It applies only to students who were in mainland China on or 

after 1 February 2020. 

 

The existing advice remains that parents/guardians/carers of students should ensure that 

any student is isolated at home and should not attend school for 14 days: 

• following exposure to any confirmed novel coronavirus case; or 

• after leaving Hubei Province. 

DHHS has developed fact sheets in English and Simplified Chinese which include the latest 

information and advice. Individuals should continue to review the site for the most up-to-date 

information. 

 

Victoria has a world-class health system that is well prepared and rehearsed to deal with an 

escalation of cases of any infectious diseases. Schools are following the latest advice and precautions 

to provide safe learning environments for all students.  

 

For all students, the first weeks of the school year are an opportunity to make new friends, build 

strong relationships with their teachers and settle in for a successful school year. We encourage 

students to attend school, unless the advice issued by Commonwealth’s Chief Medical Officer and 

Victoria’s Chief Health Officer applies. 

 

As this is a challenging time for our community, it has never been more important we treat all 

members of our community with compassion and consideration – not division and distrust – and let 

Victoria’s health system do what it does best.  
 

https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/information-education-sector-novel-coronavirus

